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CHAPTER 1. 

THE CHILD FAMILY. 

Sir Josiah and Sir John Child were sons of Richard 
Child, Esq. of London by Elizabeth his wife, daughter of - 
Roycroft of Weston 's Wick, co. Salop* The Childs were an 
ancient family, for many years seated at Northwick, Poole-Court, 
Shrowley, and Pencock, co. Worcester. Sir Josiah is spoken of 

as the second son, and as Sir John was younger than Sir Josiah, 

tui' 

th°re must have been other children, A their names and fate 
are shrouded in mystery. 

Sir Josiah was married three times. By his first wife, 
Anne, the daughter of Edward Boat of Portsmouth, he had one 
daughter and two sons. The daughter, Elizabeth, married John 
Howland of Streatham, and was the mother of Elizabeth, Duchess 
of Bedford. The sons died in infancy. By his second wife, Mary, 
daughter of William Atwood of Hackney and widow of Thos. Stone, 
of London, merchant, he had one son and two daughters. The son, 
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who was named aftor Ms father, succeeded as second baronet in 
1699, and married Elizabeth, eldest daughter of Sir Tnc*s* Cooke, 
Knt», of London* Sir Joslah, Junior, .vas M* P« for Mroham* He 
died without issue 20 Jan*, 1704* Rebecca, the elder daughter 
of Sir Joslah by his second wife, was twice married, first to 
Charles Somerset, Lori Herbert, eldest son of the Marquis of Wor¬ 
cester, and secondly to John, Lord Gruivillo* Mary, the younger 
daughter, was married first to Edward Bullock of Faulkborn Hall, 
Essex, and secondly to --Hutchinson* By his third wife, Emma, 
youngest daughter and co-hoi r of Sir Henry Bernard, Knt*, of . v . 
Stoke, Salop, and relict of Sir Thos* h'illoughby of h'ollaton, co* 
Notts, Sir Joslah had two sons, Bernard, who died umarried in 
June 13S8, aged 21 i and Richard* 

Richard succeeded as third baronet at the death of his 
half brother. Sir Joslah, in 1703-4* He was M* P. for Essex, and 
was created, 24 Ayr*,1715, Baron of Hew ton, co* Kerry and Vis- , 

count Cast 1omalne* On 11 Jan*,1731, ho was further created Earl 
Tylr.ey of Castl ernaine, also in the peerage of Ireland* Ills lord¬ 
ship married Dorothy, only surviving daughter and heir of John 
Glynn©, Esq* of Healey Park, Surrey* By Dorothy, his second wife, 
daughter of Francis Tylney of Rotherwick, who died 23 Feb*, 1743, 
h© had three sons, Rloharl, who died 19 Feb* 1733-4, John, his 
heir, and Joslah, a lieutenant of dragoons* 

By an act of parliament, passed 24 March, 1734, his lord- . 
ship's eldest son and heir" assumed the surname of Tylney on ac- . 
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oount of th >: 1'. r jo ostites which devolve ] on his wife, Lidy Tyl¬ 
ney, as heiress of Anne, Lady Craven, daughter of Frederick Tyl- 
ney of Roth cr.vi ck* Lord Tylney dio J in 17 49 * and was succeeded by 
his oldest son, John* All honors becarao extinct with his death* 

17 Sept*, 1784* 

Catherine Tylney Long, a descendant of tho first Carl 
Tylnoy’tf daughter* married a id carried tho fortune of tao Chi Ids 
to William Polo Tylney-Long-Wollcsley* second son of the second 
Earl of Morn in--; ton, younger o rot.no r of the llarquls Wellesley, 
and older brother of Arthur Duke of Wellington, who eas created 
Lord Far y be round in the peerage of tho United Kingdom, and who 
afterwards succeeded as 4th Carl of hornington in tho peerage of 
Ireland. 

Sir John Chi Id narrioi a sister of Ward, somotimo Deputy 

Governor of Bombay, and left no chi Id ron* :Ii 3 widow afterwards ma» 

1 * 

Tied George Weldon, the Deputy Governor of Bombay* 

The manor of Wanstead, the estate of Sir Josiah Child, 
has an Interesting history* It was originally given by Alfric 
to S* Peter’d Westminster, In tho reign of Henry HI, it be¬ 
longed to Hugh do Boding* In 1333, it w.ts hold by John Hunter- 
oombe* In 1507, it was bought by Robert Dudley, Earl of Leices¬ 
ter* In 1*515, it was in tho possession of tho Kildmay family 
from whom it was purchased fcy Sir Josiah Child in 1573* At hia 
death it devolved to his son Richard, Viscount Castleaaine and 


1* Anderson, pp* 119,130. 
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Earl Tylney* After the death of the 2nd Earl# It passed to Sir 
James Tylney Long, bart*# of DrayC't in Wiltshire# son of Emma# 
daughter of Riohard# Earl Tylney* At his death(1784D 'his only son 
James Tylney, an infant. Inherited the estate* Ho was succeeded 
by his eldest sister# who married William Pole Tylney-Long- 
Welleslcy* The old manorial residence was called Naked Hall Howe* 
Mary passed some days there after her succession to the throne* 

In 1578# the Earl of Leicester entertained Queen Elizabeth there* 
The present Wnnstead House was built by Sir Richard Child in 
1715 and is of Portland Stone* It is situated in an extensive 
park near the church* It contains a noble hall# 57 feot long# 

36 wide# and a very grand ballroom* 

Wan stead Parish Caurch (S.IUry)# a pr etty little brick 
structure cased in Portland Stone with Doric cupola# built as 
early as 17C0# contains a handsome monument witn an epitaph to 
the memory of Sir Jo3i\h Chili# who died June 22# 1899# aged 

99* Under a canopy is the effigy of tho deceased as large as 
Ilf e# and standing on a pedestal beneath# is the effigy of his 
son in a recumbent posture#, dressed in a Roman habit# half cov- 

ersd with draoery* On each side sits a female figure veiled and 

1 

angels with torches unveiled* 


1. The details a3 to the Child family are drawn from Burke’W 
fectinct peerage and the facts in tho epitaph of Sir Josiah Child* 

the account of Wanstead House is taken from Cgoorne's History of 
Essex# pp* SC-8* 
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CHAPTER II 


SIR JOS I AH 

capefr-conditiom c? 

HE BECAME CliAIRMA'I 
TER AMD lUFLUSKCS. 


CHILD-HIS POLITICAL 'MD MERC AM 
T'lE LCSOOM EAST .HD I A COMPANY 
C? THE COURT OS DIF.ECTCRS-HIS 


TILL 


\y t 
n 11 4'-* ^ 


CHARAC- 


Sir Josiah Child, the second son of Ricnard Child 
a merchant of London, was born in ! 3 <50# He was apprentice 
to a merchant at an early a^.e, and in 1*50, or ev\-n be¬ 
fore, was established at Plymoutn as a fa 11 -f 1 t i.jei 
merchant* As early as 1353 ho ne Id 30 if.a post of re span- 
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sibility connected with the navy, A letter written by Fran¬ 
cis Willoughby ( In all probability to the Admiralty Com- 
mlsslonors ) under date of Juno 10, contains the first men¬ 
tion of his name in the State Papers In oonnoction '.vith 
the nary. It informs them that he had sent up to London 
ei^ht wounded men to be placed in some hosoital, and desired 
that they would "iv* further orders about them* " hr* 

Child has come dotn from you as 111 fumisned with orders 
for money as no wont up, the sane scruples remaining, and 

he is unwilling to pay any ticket, hero, tnouyh th9 men 
live hero, or are disposed to oe .ore, notwithstanding 
our press in**, straits for men* Pray let tee trcasuier sviv.l 
some punctual order* If Chile were allowed a half penny 

in the pound, it is rothinp cut reason, *- i an t a:-, os much 

1 

pains* " T. ■ 1 s office may nave c n that of U *»p j t y Treasurer, 
or Ar;cnt to the Davy Treasurer, which ho hold m 1 554, 1655, 
and 1053* In 165' : no was aiso occupies in furnishing stores 

to the navy. In 1359 he is a^ain referred to ( in tli3 papers 
of the navy ) as Deputy Treasurer, dnothor ho held laic office 
ri >ht throuwn from 1654 to 1056 is n.aoort ain* Too rscordo of 
hi3 early life arc too scanty to onaole one to narrate them 
with a.nyt.iiny like cot. a In ton ess, In 165S ho was elected .juyor oi 

1. C* S* P. 1652-3, op* 400-1* 
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Portsmouth, aid vhlle occupying that office 400 Spanish priso¬ 
ners, captured on their way to Ostend, were placed In his keep¬ 
ing* 

In 1^31^ he was again engaged in supplying nary stores 
at Porte mouth, evidently carrying on an extensive business* and 

is no longer referred to as Deputy Treasurer* Mr* Child’s 'deals' 

we re worth 4£5s per hundred, and he had 11,000 of then, aooord- 

ing to an extraot from the papers of the navy, dated June 26, 

1 

1691*' * ’Deals* ’were not the only article of merchandise in which 

he was interested* He dealt extensively in masts, bowsprits and 

yards, pipestaves and tobacco, generally in partnership with 

other merchants* On April 30, 1336, ho was recommended to the 

Browers* ’Conpapy of London for admission, as one who had done 

faithful service in supplying tho navy with oeer, and had bought 

t‘fte : g 

a brew houso in Southwark to brew for the household and^navy* 

He must have acquired at this time an extort si ve knowledge of 

the difficulties of trade In different lands, as the ships in 

which he was interested plied tno Atlantic to New England, as 

well as tho Mediterranean* His masts brought frone25£for those 

3 

of 20 in* in diameter, to 33£ for tno so of 25 in* In 1363 tae 

House of Commons appointed a committee to inquire into the oon- 

duct of Pepys and Child in a suit for obtaining compensation 

* « 

for the loss of the , probaaly referred to in the follow- 


1* C* S. P. 1661-2* p. 18* 
2* C. S* P* 188-6, p. 371 
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lng extract from Pepys'£ Diary, under date of Jan* 14; 1864# 

H Our late 111 news confirmed in the loss of two ships in the 

1 ' 

Streights* M This suit was held Jferch 211066-7* Pepys writes, 

M It is interesting to see what money will do* Yesterday Sir 
William Walker was might cold on our behalf, till Sir William 
Batten promised him if we sped in this business of the goods, 
a coach, aid if at the next trial we sped for the ship, we would 
give him a oair of horses, and he hath strove for us to-day like 
a prince, though the Swede'd agent was there with all the vehe¬ 
mence he oould to savfc the goods, and yet we carried it against 
2 

him* " In 1668, in company with Thos* Papillon, Child applied , 
although ineffectually, for the post of victualler of the navy, 
but later, in 1671; was one of three victuallers, supplying beef, 

pork, fish, pipestaves, hogshead staves, biscuit bags, and bay 

3 

salt* London soon became his headquarters, and he had an office 
on Tower Hill* 

He came into office again as a Navy Commissioner in I860* 
Pepys thought his influence worth something with the Duke of 
Buckingham and his faction, if Child would " instil good words 

n 1 

concerning him ” as he feared that he was about to lose his of¬ 
fice* At this time Child was by no means popular with the Duke 

If 

of York* Pepys says, under date of Apr* 2, 1669, I did give the 
Duke*.a short account of the navy**but I do find that he 

1. Pepys, Vol• IV, p* 309. 3. C. S. P.,. 1671; p* 489. 

2. do Vol. VI, p. 220* 4. Pepys, Vol. VIII, p. 267* 
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is pretty stiff against th9ir bringing in of men against his 
mind....particularly against Child's coming in* beoause he 
is a merohant." Child was also a member of the London Council 
of Trade at this time* and this organization was especially 
distasteful to the Duke of York. Ono day a dispute arose be¬ 
tween the Duke and some of his friends in regard to this. 

The Duke spoke slightingly of Child and was seconded in his 
remarks by a Capt. Cox* who said that Child was known as an 
unfair dealer with masters of ships. Child had a supporter 
in Thomas Littleton* who hotly replied that ha never heard 
anyone speak ill of CM Id. The same day the Duke of York* 
conversing with Pepys on the condition of the navy* stated 

particularly that he " would take oare to keep out Child.” 

2 

( presumably out of office was meant ) Child continued vict¬ 
ualler at least as late as 1672. 

In April 1374* ne was chosen one of tho 24 " com¬ 
mittees " of the London East India Company* and continued to 
be so chosen annually until his death ( 1699 ) except in 
1373. His Majesty* Charles II* opposed his election as gov¬ 
ernor at this time* alleging that ho had behaved 111 toward 

him* and therefore " His Majesty would take It very ill of 

5 

the Company if they should choose him. ” In 1578 he had so 
far become reconciled with the king that he mam* ytuu^L. a baro¬ 
net. In 1381 he was ohosen governor of the East India Com¬ 
pany* and from this time until his death his influence over 


1. Pepys* Yol. VIII* p. 255. 3. Hedgos* Yol. II* p* 113* Note. 


2. Pepys, Vol. VIII, pp. 300* 301, 302. 
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the G*«rt of direotors was almost paramount* He had already 
Bade his Influence felt in the Company as a member of the 
oonaitte^for letters, of which oommittee he had been a mem¬ 
ber from the time when the oourt books record the members of 

the separate committees, at least as early as 1678* In 1882, 

1688, he was chosen governor, and in 1684 and 1685 deputy- 

governor • 

Up to 1881 the London East India Company was essen¬ 
tially mercantile in character. No thought of empire had been 
even entertained# It is true that the Company had in its em¬ 
ploy in India men of imperious dispositions, who could not 
endure the constant annoyances to which thoy were subjocted 
by native chiefs and governors# If they ventured to oppose 
the exactions of these or remonstrated forcibly against their 
interference, they called down unon their heads a torrent of 
abuse from the Geutd* in London# The directors continually 
urged that the agenoy of Fort St# George was only intended 
for the protection of goods and that the true safety of the fao- 
tory depended not upon the strength of their fortifications, 
but upon tne firmans and cowlcs 2 thcy might obtain from the 
princes of the country# But firmans and covies counted very 
little when a native chief conceived the idea that tne English 

factory was growing too rich or conoealed vast hoaps of 

■ 

treasure within its walls# The govornental system in India 
was so complicated that evon were-the governor of tho provinoe 
satisfied, his superior might at any moment demand additioa- 


1# Hedges, ?ol# II, pp# 113, 116. 

2# Firmans and oowles were special grants of ydraOOi s&ued 
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al contributions# or require another firman# The faotories of 
the Company# even those which hah been established longest* 
were in no sense adequately fortified or garrisoned so that 
the English could defend themselves against any considerable 
native force# Even had they been thus fortified and secure 
thejewere the native merchants# tno goods contracted for# 
and the markets from which they drew their current supplies# 
which lay open to every Oppressor and ravagor# tfhen the Eng¬ 
lish had erected costly dwellings and spacious ware-houses# 
had collected storos# had accumulated goods# and had given 
large credits among the merohants of the various provinces# 
tholr retreat appeared to oe cut off# Without fortifications# 
behind which they could retreat in times of danger# lacking 
the prestige of occupation by conquest# they were naturally 
subjected to all the indignities that a handful of white 
men set down in the midst of an empire as large and as power¬ 
ful as Europe# excluding Russia, night be expected to endure# 
The situation on the west ora coast in 1580 and the 
years immediately preceding is typical of the state of affairs 
throughout India# Aurangzeb# the Mughal emperor# ruled a tur¬ 
bulent people# Campaign followed campaign in rapid suooesslon# 
Even his own son# Akbar# was to be found among his rebellious 
subjects# Among the most formidable of his enemies was a new 
power which had gradually risen in Western India# and which 
under the able leadership of one of the greatest of Indian 

by native prlnoes or governors# 


Digitized by Tooele 




Digitized by 



12 


qhieftains, Sivaji Rajah, threatened more by its example 
than by its territorial possessions the very existence of 
the ancient Mughal empire* Surat and Bombay were in the cen¬ 
ter of hostilities between the Mughal and Maratha chieftain, 
and again and again the fleets of the tvro powers sought a harbor 
in Bombay or occupied the islands at its entrance* It was ex¬ 
ceedingly difficult flor the English to remain absolutely 
neutral* To the north of Surat lay the Mughal possessions, 
directly south the Maratna. In 1680 Sivaji died and was suc¬ 
ceeded by his son, Sambahji* The English hoped that he would 
bo more steady in his politics, and better disposed toward 
the trade of the Company! In October of this year , Aurang zeb 
suddenly levied A heavy contribution on Surat* On the refusal 
of the English to comply with his demands, an order arrived 
to reestablish the duty of three and one half percent customs. 

Instead of two and one half* The English with tne Dutch and 

French offered the governor of the city a present of 30,000 

rupees, provided the former rate ( two and one half ) be allowed 

to continue* The rebellion of Akbar oroke off all negotiatons 

and no suosequent despatches show that a grant of this sort 
o 

was obtained* This, however, is only a single illustration 
of what befell the English again and again, both here and 
elsewhere* They had to buy off first one native and then 
another, that ohief or governor whose possessions lay nearest 

or who happened to be the most powerful and best able to en- 

.l*-Bruce^-Sol*-ii y -p*.-4S6*- 

2* do* p* 456* 
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force his demands# 

Hut tho English were not the only Europeans In In¬ 
dia# There were the Portuguese# the Dutch, and the French# 

The power of tho first of these had been gradually dying 
out, but they still made themselves felt on the western coast 
with Goa as the .seat of their authority# The Dutch were by 
far the moat powerful European nation In tne East# Dotwoon 
the English and Dutch thorn existed an inveterate commercial 
rivalry, w ich had more than once insulted in bloodshed. The 
islands of Java, Borneo, nnd Sumatra were tho seat of their 
power# The two powers cane in contact again and again, as 
ooch strevo to get control of the pepper trade, or the trade 
to the farther East, or who.-.ever th 2 war clouds hovered 
over Eurooe# The Dutch •. etho-3 of t rad a differed essentially 
from that of the Ex l*sh# Tncy were a nation t rad in 5 , in the 
Cast, Their factories were .veil fortified and garriso ed, 
th4ir ships well protected, their monopoly of trade jealous¬ 
ly guarded. As for the French, tnoy had not yet made them¬ 
selves felt very much# As one ot tho servants of tne London 
Company in Bombay wrote ( 1377 ), ” Little of prosoerity 
hath the Freich Company experimented, which their king ex¬ 
pressed in tho motto ho gave them to put on their arms, 

1 

FL0RE30 DJOQdLd'JE FEBIiAL, " 

l’ho London East India Company had still another dif- 


1# Hedges, Vol# II, p# 327# 
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fioulty to face* Elizabeth had given the Company exclusive 
priveleges of trade to India, and these privileges had been 
renewed from time to time under her successors.This fact had 
aroused jealousy in England. There was some question, too, 
of the legality of monopolies, whether the king had a right 
to grant to any body of merchants exclusive privileges of 
trade. This dispute dated from the very foundation of the 
Company. In 1580 and even before there came into existence 

a class of men known a3 Interlopers# These were often men 
who had been discharged from the employ of the Company for 
some misconduct or other, or those who saw witn envy the 
growing wealth of the Company, and wished to obtain a share 
of the gain in the East, without going to the trouole of 
supporting factories and establishments in India. They be¬ 
lieved that they had just as good a right to trade with 
India as individuals, as the members of an Incorporated 
body of merchants. As the Company grew in wealth, it grow 
in disfavor. From 1580 these adventurers increased in num¬ 
ber, and became more injurious to the trade of the Company. 
They made their way to the native courts, besought and ob¬ 
tained firmans, and lowered very much the prestige of the 
English in the country. The Company, therefore, had to 
take some sort of effective measures against them, and op¬ 
position to interlopers came to oe recognized as a regular 
part of their policy. 


That the Company was already making itself Celt as 
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a great power in England, Is evident from the various attacks 
made upon its organization, officers, and mothods. In 1677 
a semi-official announcement of the condition of the Com¬ 
pany stated that It employed from 30 to 35 ships of from 
300 to 600 Tons, that the exports between 1074 and 1375 
amounted to 320,000 1. in bullion, and 110,000 in cloth and 
other goods. Its imports, consisting of calicoes, pepper, 

saltpotre, indigo, rav silk, wrought silk, and drugs sold 

1 

for 630,000 1. Its stoex had risen to 243. In a treatise 

published in 1661, presumably from the pen of Sir Josiah 

Child, it is stated that in 1680 the Company sent out for the 

Coromandel Coast and Bengal# 4 three decked ships, one 

of 530 Tons, 115 men, one of 000 Tons, 120 men, one of 550 

Tons, 110 men i for Surat, three of cibout 500 Tons each# 

for 3antam, 2 of 600 Tons e-nchj for the South Sons and China 

2 of about 400 Tons each. According to this sar.e authority 

the Company consisted of 556 partners, its customs duties 

amounted to 60,000 1. a year, and its imports to 60,000 or 
2 

70,000 1. This same year ( 1680 ) the silk weavers of London 
protected strongly against tne importation of East India 
si Iks, Bengal s, etc. Mr. Pol lexica, in a speech to the House 
of Ccnmcns against the Company, state! that the consumption 
of East India manufactured goods, including printed and pain¬ 
ted calicoes, was 300,000 1. a year, and the Company's ex¬ 
port in bullion, 200,000 to 500,000 1. Ho admitted the en- 


1. Kacpherson, Vol. II, pp. 584ff. 2. kaepherson, do., p. 597. 
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largement of their trade, saying that it had now increased 
to near one fourth of the whole trade of the nation* He op¬ 
posed ,however, their plan of taking up 600,000 to 700,000 
on their common seat, rather than enlarging the capital 
stock, therrby reaping to themselves not only the gains 
whioh they made on their own money, but likewise of the treas¬ 
ure of the nation, allowing to lenders but 4 or EX, and 
dividing amongst themselves what thoy pleased, which within 
the last months was said to be SOX* Their stock was said to 
bs so engrossed that ten or twelve men had the absolute 
management, and that forty dividod the major part of the 
fralns, which in 1679 were to one man 90,000 1*, and to others 
10,000 apoico! From otcer sources wo learn t:wnl toe trade 
with Bengal had sie.riily increased* In 1574-5 the Investment 
v;as 65,000 1*, la 1629-1* 150,000, over double toy amount* 

An efficient system of pilotage had been instituted at tne 
dangerous mouth of tko Hurrll, and skillful dyers had been 
sent out* Saltpetre was a groat source of revenue from ::>•»- 
pal, and it had beoom* so necessary ir. the manufacture of 
gun-po-Jer that Macaulay states that " but for tne supplies 
from Iniia it war, said that the English government would 
be unable to equip a fleet without digging up the collars 

of London, in order to collect the nitrous particles from 
o 

the '/alls*" 

7ao fooling against tno Company can perhaps 03 


1* Macpherson* Vol* II, pp* 597-3* 
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bettor understood from the statements of the English Levant 
or Turkey Compiny,who in 1681 made a formal protest against 
the quantt^y of silk imported from India by the London East 
India Company* The Company was accused of sending weavers 
to India to the impoverishment of the working classes, of 
not allowing new subcribers to oome in on the death of old 
subscribers* Of the 550 merchants, only one fifth were said 
to be actual aeronauts, and as the real merchants were al¬ 
ways of t;.e committee, many of the choicest .goods .vsro sent 
home on their private account, seldom on the joint stock ac¬ 
count* The pi osont stock was too scanty: new subscribers 
would bring in more merchants, more money, more ships, more 
marinors. Trade with Persia, Japan, Arrachan, Achcen, Cum a - 
tra, Pegu and Madagascar ;•/■>s neglected* The lenders of so 
largo a stock as 600,000 1* 3 hazard 3d their principal 

and thorn was no risk to the Comoany, as there w is on I j tne 

1 

common seal to deal wit!., no one man was responsible* 

notwithstanding tne apparent gains of the Company, 
and trie value of its imports, on account of tne oifficolties 
of maintaining subagencies in the country, tne risks incur¬ 
red in convoying goods to and from India, and the unsettled 
condition of affairs in Europe, as tho season of 1680-1 
opened, it found no presidencies in India whatsoever* It had 
been found necessary to cut down expenses as much as pos¬ 
sible* The salary of the chief agent at Surat was reduced 


* PP • 
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to 500 1 •, the second in council to 80 1*, and so on down to 
the lowest member, who received but 40 1* Bruce states tnat 
these variations in the amount of equipment and stock arose 
from doubts being entertained of the permanency of the p9aoe 
between England and the Maritime Powers of Europe trading 
to the East Indies, or from th9 irresolution of particular 
directors, leaning to a limited trade, and the more public 

1 t 

smirit of other directors favoring a marre extended commerce* ' 
Such was tnn state of affairs when Sir Josian Child 
became governor for the first. time.( 1-331 ) But even before 
his governorship there can be no doubt that the influence 
exerted by him as chairman of the committee for letters 
shaped to a great extent the policy of toe Company* liis let¬ 
ters, while laying weight upon the importance of the Com¬ 
pany's tr^de, have an imperious tone, are no lon/er weak 
protests that the English were in Indi* merely to trade and 
nothing more* It is evident that a now force has entered the 
Company i now ideas come into prominenoe* Implicit obedience 
is exacted from tnc servants cf the London East India Com¬ 
pany, and the board of directors refuses to lister, to their 
protests of inability to carry out orders. Child was thorough 
1y a man of business* " As a man of business, he had few 
equals*" In a letter to Fort St* Joorge, under date, of 3 
Jan* 1373, the Court wrote, " That letter of the 25th of Jan* 
1377, subscribed by the quondam agent and council, although 

1* orucc, Vol. II, pp* A 33-434. 
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it c 3 vc lu.xi.io ^ 3 in vords .-m I haughty, vain and unmannerly 
expressions* •uch as It becomes not any of yoa to subscribe, 
or us to receive, yet is so empty of substantial matter re¬ 
lating to our business that we find very few particulars in 
it that need or deserve our answer* We must note to you 

that it is very strange that severally in your particular 
letters to us as private persons you should write us with so 
much deference, as we neither desire nor expect, and.yet to 
the Court in general should address yourself in such an. af¬ 
fronting and unmerchantable style, as becomes not any man 
of breeding to write to his equal•••... .No man living in our 
service, whatever he be, shall write to us such kind of lan- 
guap;c with impunity* ” ^ And again the Court of directors 
write in the same tone to Bengal*? We have too much reason 
to believe that there are many persons in our service which 
are loose. Ignorant, idle, and debauched, none of which 
qualities wo will endure in any, and therefore nave sour 

you the greater supplies that rooting out such woods, you 

o 

( may ) sot bettor plants in their room*" Sir Josiah Child 
advised the governor and council at St* Colon?, not to nave 

” their heads troubled with nice points o? the common law 

of England, but rather on considering the reason of tnings 
to adjudge af all cases in a summary way, according to 

equity and a good conscience, without tedious delays, or 

3 

countenancing litigations*” 


1 • Hedges, 7ol* II, pp* 115-3 
2. do. p. 117. 
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As early a? 157? Sir «Josl ah was a man of -wealth and 
in flu onco. This year he purchased the elerant estate of r A”an- 
stead, and went to sreat expense in imrrovin?; it* In 158? 
a contemporary writes, "He from a merchant's apprentice and 
management of tne East India stock, bein^ ajfcfccAd to an es¬ 
tate ( 'tic said ) of 200,000 1* j and lately married his 
daughter to the eldest son of the Duko of Beaufort, late Mar¬ 
quis of Worcester, with 50,000 1* port! on a 1 present and va¬ 
rious expectations**" That he stood hi full with the Court 
may be- inferred fre;.' tl.is .alliance, as well as from tne fact 
that this seme y;a r ( 13, Cct* 1~31 • ) he s o.ri of a depu¬ 
tation from t.io Company who watted on Kis Majesty, Janies $1 

and presented him with 10,000 guineas, " whi oh ,w was pleased 
o 

to accept "• Thu treasures of fe East India Company were at 

his disposal, as all the papers wore dept at Tanstrad House* 

of - Commons 

Josiah Child appeared in the House? A in 1875 as Josiai Child, 

Merchant, represent in ■* 2-* rt * -ruth* Ho was .not rocloctea in 

as M.P. 

1578* He apooarei asuiiq for Ludlow, Co* Shropshire, in 1385* 


1* Evelyn, Vol. II, p. 178* 
2* Luttrel, vol* I, p- 15 r -« 
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CKAPTSk III. 

POLICY OF HP JOS I All C-Mir-HIS PCD .'CMC H.ITlNTo 
A ID r-,’.-? 'r T or TIT CCTPVIY’O KCiiOPOL WAR ATAI.Hf I .ThL- 
lOriiPS-rXiYTHO;! CD 7,0" JHP'TY'S TPAOP-OH.! IT POP TTt- 
PIPL. 

T.; •' i o i' ‘author si.I ft of Mir On ili'3 car or 

wu'icT .jc^rs d: r-. ctiy .o jo '/.is 1 a >orc in the Loon P*st 
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so Intimately conneoted with the Company as to be preju¬ 
diced in its favor* Besides the DISCOURSE Oil TRADE, #nich 
he said he wrote at his country house in the sickness year 
( 1885 ) he also wrote in 1581 under the signature of Philo- 
patrls, A TREATISE WHEREIN IS DEMONSTRATED THAT THE EAST 
INDIA TRADE IS THE MOST NATIONAL OP ALL FOREIGN' TRADES. 

The DISCOURSE Oi! TRADE is divldc-i into sections or 
chattels, dealing with a variety of subjects# ax 071' ii » i X *1 
are tran* in s(!.nr;l, interest, the relief and employment 
of tne por-r, connani os of merchants, tk •’ Act of Navigation, 
the s*-i’'i saollity of creating a court ye r chant, naturaliza¬ 
tion of strangers, wool and woe 1 on nanufacta run, tne balance 
of trade, etc* 

In nis orof xoo no ondcav-ji s first of a l : to answer 

the arguments brought forward by a certain T no.ran .“ ir\ ley 

against the a oat emeu t of interest, a t roa ti no wnicb c-..:T*3 

out just after Child had ri 11 Cn His urgu ...at i > f a v ; *. of 

a low rata of interest* uuiong the ar;.,u...o.:‘.« :.iou M for.nrd 

against tne preen,.1 hii,.". la U- of intt-rot . r - t .• r : a lie*. :t i oas 

tnat usury ( a? he tsi-s it ) uai oc iu.n of v i !. . • ; 'se 

esteem, prevent., tr.ei r cultivation and i c..* ro v\ t, .,i ' rs 

t; j c growth of trade, oiyeoumges .navigation, ii.d fvtry, rrts, 

an c iv'C-:. t i ua • i: ■} o i t td w* t id' U a t C f; dS <r.'» t \ jnun v 1 % wi i* r* i on 

.7ho h- co ro z? rc.i o: J ^ :* 1 o r i ■. f «* o r i r f r r? ~ t , d » *i 7*n - 


1# o»i i 1,Ct f i r. c*.t f i ?!o* y i*« 
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ce*a as one of the proofs of their prosperity the fact that 

they pay cipher vr.-»y.es* Ho 1 >ys down as an axiom that hi?h 

1 

wages indicate t.no riches of a country and vice versa* This 
is manifestly contrary to the accepted principles of politi¬ 
cal economy* 

After he has answered all the points not Included in 
his division dealing with interest, ho turns to the state of 
trade In Hneland* He cites several invortnot trades, such 
as the F.urslin, Crccnlnnd, and Hast Country, which the Dutch 
have, practically mono? oil *.cJ, .•J declares t.-.it ten Dutch 
interest of ?% and .nrrea 1 ii t e \ c ; iyu.il ne .n 1 have 

beat tne. tnUis.n cjt of th-'s* inpeito-t t r? :i»c* It »s not 
only the Date:; arms 1 slei.hts, cut tneir i o. •••: r i-texest, 


which " : r -\ 

vo ?>t re v, fh to to* 

i r 

a r as a r> j 


/. t c £ 

1 o 

t ii 

- i r 

i n von t i on , 

o 

• r t;:.\t cU:: i• ■.: tue 


t I id in 

fcr* 

C i . : 

- -1 

- o 

9 

Cloven. ' i 

;,a-e * o i • 11 it 

t;. 

lr hand 

S t 

0 tu 

^ *> 

- 0 

X. r > i 

on 

of th- Her 

i t 5lh • fh H W J i *r tv 


o t t > % 

^ j i 

■: o * 

a i o ■; 

roi 

.• C3 

is i.i favo 

i cl dtu o .P'i.ii on 

or 

,n ; 1 - 1 

c 0 

t* 1 

win i 

1 - *i r 

i r*3 

Of til C t i .1 

**• tyj t r. x la n .ic r 


c t L • ■ ♦ 

to 

r 

.1 ,m1 - 

V. . . 


ho very 


■' S V. 

t r,i -j , 

^ r c 

: : 

t , 

c ... 

- 

t i. n .■ out 

i * j 1 ■-»| t' /Cv V 

T’ .1 

~ U •• •* 0 . 1 


V , | o 



t i — 

tain of p v 

t bu< v; i t *; tv 

ct 

Wo'. .1 

1 0 

U:w 

i r* * 

ii 



5 : f ? \ro ri t o : oi - 1 t 

h l*v 

U ' LOUt t 

n a 

a* hole 

; r.. 

htb 

13 

» C 0 i . 0 V i! O 

0 C . O — * - 1 jy t . . r H L U 

0 l 

inte iOb 

t $ 

t l a ^ o 

a:\u 

•»v o a 

1 1 a 





Digitized by Tooele 


24 


of a country ^ r n bound together? tho two last mentioned de- 
pen ling on tho first. As a proof of this, he endeavors to 
show that over since the rate of interest oegan to be low¬ 
ered the country has increased in prosperity. As proofs of 
Sngla.iu's advance in material prosperity, ho cites the in¬ 
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is not hedged up with thorns nor hi aden from us in tn* dark 
or intrigued with difficulties, out very natural and facile, 
if we would set aoout them, and oegin t.ne ri got way, cast¬ 
ing off some of our old mistaken principles in tr.iiu which 

1. Chi Id, Discourse, Preface, pp. xvi.-xvii 
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no inhorit from cur s.ncostorrs, veo '-erf- sol .11 era, huntsmen» 

■in d he re c civ n, unci therefore noccs.tari ly unsk 111 od i;> the mys¬ 
teries of and Methods to improve t rade# •#.Trade is net yet 
aiivcuictid to one fifth part of the ia.prove- ont that ini 3 
lctivu is capable of , and I think no true 2n ~ l i 0 htsar. rill de¬ 
ny that ti.f season cries aloud to us to be uo and doing 
before our fiolus oyeom-* unoccupied, and before the Dutch get 
to© nueu t;. 0 unip hand of us I he •: 0 ad \ ;.o. tu i>'d to ex¬ 

pose cue. vopii oiis to yuvli v c- insure, '.vita t .is con f i -Jen ce , 
that .\f ter th 0 a * principles • vc suffered trie accuse onary 
per.eocut 1 0 1 of tongues nod pens, naturally ail constant ly 
aocoui.na iyi.i * all proposals for a .veils, th ay -v ill at 

Isiffi Vi '■ cost, if not all of tne-n* or soi.ot.iing vary like 
Inc-Lp o-• :o to be .generally rccei voi and honored .vit a tno 
P'.olic r. 1 s cti on oy coin-; pas ad i d to 1 iv/s f concerninthe 

tire vh.-'r-'of I 0.7 not cnre r ul, hut for r; cointry's 

2 

1 cor.Id >ri nh it might he shortened#" 

fir ot" r 0 \ t. r* i •=* is 0 'ir.oi u.'on n study and 
ou atr 5 :o • the but 0 ; 1 t /s and methods of con-duct in v trade# 
:i 0 ::u cas 4 ;-ur 0 1 »n of 1 ! 1 ovi n : trad in” core", no to to nar- 
t i c iits i 1 t .: y ' cut c j re: i I r. of elite an d -nr, eosnos- 
si op t : : r- 0 ./ urn areel/ fitted to dual vit.h all onnations 
Ail actio z t 0 :: 0 1 f in of the nation, of .vhi ah th a r.ost im- 

]• Child, DI .occur re, Preface, p# x'/riit* 

2 # do p# C'iv .• 


Digitized by ^.ooQie 




Digitized by 



portant ( i.i nis alad ) is trade. He was for introducing 

sos!'; of t. oir customs, such as trio law of gavol kind, i. e* 

distributing tno o s taco of me fat a or equally among uis 

cniidron, and the transference of all oil Is of private debts, 

y/aica flacpherson declares to be unsuited to tne " gonius, 

l 

laws arid const i tut ion of Britain* " He brings forward as 
tne caief reason for t,.oir su in tr-iie the 1 r low rate 


of interest, and designates t in a? t 


r* * n o k 

w n. J . <A 


” To 


know whetner any country do rica or poor, or ir> mat propor¬ 
tion it is so, no other quest ion needs to ce resolved, out 

g 

tr.is, vis. what, interest do they say foi .i.Caoy'Y fie lays 
much c.T.p.nacis upon the :rc : --iti 1 e trainin'; cl the Dutch a3 


a rt..-ason for tieir success, and sens tnersoy to disregard 
tno national J i f f e 1 m 0-s between the Dutch.!, a i and English* 
iv <>a of t :a ti j ‘ • me foruu r wer: colu narrow t r.*dui», xor- 
chant & by nr to as ;e 11 -as oy t raining* That t/.oy vn.ro suc- 
caeuful in trade for a t i v. a, th*-i" can ac no ;oubt, but 
their vui'is an i methods ware not P-s t i no j to stand ton tost 
of ti 


1 j .or f - o v* ■ 

that it ooc<’ ::i on O' 


' Act of .hri ■ :• t.; o-. , .on I ■cl >.x< d 
Hi * cut 15',!* and rur.o levin** of t.• 1 *<* 


tines the nuvonr of shins and soar-on, fan t " other, iso wo 

4 

f ■- i 1 1 0 i 0 c r ? a s e 
In t! 0 cours 0 f 


c.i 


■j* 


Invi 1 or wool 

:1 do.” 

Tf’ 1 :> 

ooiM not 

0 1 povr r rt 

■:c ' 11h 

of t 

: p * i • or * 

tiers on, vol. 

II, p. 

544* 

4. Cni Id 
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hi.3 discuss i ji of th-» faults a 11 eg ad a pad ns i t .is law, he 

omphn t i o a. H j declares that, " 'That i fit f or ono n a t i on 

1 

to io i i r 31 at i -r.\ to their t ratio is sot fit for til," and 
show a hi mao If to jo no sor/il’3 initator of Out oh jo thods* 

’l-i iso the Out on rathor as a ’ ror.t model, whoso methods 

wore to bo ccui.i where tern wcro soon to ho a d ranto.yoous 
for I>." 1 ish traio. It von .viT.ursl tr.at ho shonli choose 
t. t c e *. ’.v* it .. ** s i.>. o pn iOi j i ti i n, i' u i v * * i. t ti v i i v i i. j an d 

ouc; ..a i.i trade, .• i i t..:y wro t:.; lenders of hump; in 
c - :•. r . -.■ i o i . 1 or. t n m r in*. 



nc it 
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x s 11 
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O0!!! t - 
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t 1 0 i tm J i fi ~ 

V/ it.. 

c o i. pan i e 

o f i;.e r 

c; oa n 

t c* M: an.. 

c t 


a t: or f 3 i r 1 / 

if c 

O 

c 

1 1 i o n 

yf rt 

r l cl •'< n t <■ i 

.n 1 

or ti 

p u o 1 i c a 0*3 j 

, a n • J 

a•• sworn it 

in to 


of f i rr&tive in tr.e case of t rade with count rios wi tn wnJ eh 

?.n';la x d " non no alliance nor Can have any oy manor, ox 

their distance, boroa rity, or noa-comounication with the 

prince; of Christen dorp* where th ore lea necessity of mal n - 

o 

tailing forces ant forts* " oat admi t tance an t o such a cor.- 
pmy must do onsy* If the fine o.-comi ton sounds it is too 
r.rocn* Sir Josian Colli thorouc.ily .relieved lent the Co ro¬ 
omy's monopoly -as just and riyit., and that it was the 
only means of conducting such a trade as th’ trade to India* 

1 • Ch ill, T ra do, p • 86* 

‘Jo p j® • 77 - 73 * 
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It is ir, ter*.st nr; to coc.paie Ad ■.:r. t 


It h 


regain to this method of oouhuctiag trare* " hi-ii a company 


of rr.ercnants undertake to estaolish a now t rad 3 .»i ta sosse 
remote or oaroarou3 nation, it :nay not be uareasonao 13 to 
onoorporate taea in a joi.it stock company, and to r ta t them 
in case of success a monopoly of the traJe for a certain 
number of years* It is the easiest and most natural vra ; 
in which i state can reco. ape .so tee in for hazard i i ' a aan r ;e- 
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vast • quantiti os of popper* indigo, calicoes, etc* * which the • 
English ar able to obtain at a lower rate than they could 

purchase them f rom the Dutch* ;Saltpotre had come to be such 
a necessity in the : manufaot ure of gun powder, that this alone 
would cost a vast sum annually to purchase • f rom the :Ddtoh* ; 

He reverts to the very roasons which prompted the establishment 

of the Company in 1300, in his defense of its existence and 
benefits. His tr iati s > dealing with this trade in particular 

probably originated in tho attacks made uc on the Company by 

1 ' 

rival corporations and private inrli viduals* ; 

The r-' s t of his writings i. o. his i leas on the' 


employment of the poor, woolen manufactures, otc*, show 
him to be a man of good sense* and of sound commercial 
principles* . K-.ny of his i ioiis are far in advance of his 
timej 'others are contrary to the political economy of to¬ 
day, but political economy was then in its inception, al¬ 
most an unknown science.’It i3 in the ideas which he sets 
forth in his writings that one sees the beginning of those 
lines of policy which he carriod out with all the force 


of his energetic character* The dreynot of his high purpose 
i 3 sounded in tho.following, " He that will faithfully . 


serve his country must be content to pass through good 


and evil rt-port, noith 


I .which I meet with. T^ath 


' • r^-.ThO'Substan'c'u. of' t'.ils' trogv- i'se , .whicr hr s' 'e'erme down' 't'q' us' ' ' 
oan be found in Mbacpherson, vol«.,lL, p*t>97i'also on p. 13* 


oan be found 
of this work* 
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tant of t.iu.„.c points mt rc tue o L t a n Cuupan y 's 

tra Jt>» hit; ouppcrt cf tho Uor.'p. any'c r.'.onopo i j » a.; *-is t on - 
■u6iic y tOnara ouilain^ up a:i er.;pi re* I’hc other ; oir.ts iopon- 
dc:i upon p oi Io 11 owo.1 c>ul of 1 f , prowiny out of the 
need for loxcnco in India. 

(duo oi the accuse, t i on z n rou _h i. against the London 
Company in ICol oy tn •* Tu r:< i ;.h ci Lr.a 't to: v. y r; t :.ei r 
neglect of tr»c tr-s«Je to I-'c*re-i u , Aon .;',, nod fAn ihr*. •" r 
?Ia«t, i • e* to ('hinn, Jap:*',, Jit.:: nu t.;f Jpioo lu j-v.ids* 
fait .v i th the co; ! .* p in cf Si r Joctoo Jui Id on p ;err.cr * 

t *ic Oc, 1 ■ • 4 ..Coa .. e ..ij 11. exc t i /1. ,»« ii' i 5 w' I',;.o.. ox L*? x x 

livc-i \ effort d •• to i n c J v o e no of tne Asi- 

tl c '/or 10 as no so i o 1 o in their co o.icjroiri. 1 l.j. i ;■■■. fa.ct or- 
j nr, v, -o n c-r ti>1 ici'eJ if. pa j ta of i»*t- ,>-,t i.r'-r-.u uo- 

bnovo to t n o on rcn.i nt c of l,,/ L-ncio.-, Cc” • • '• If *-• factory ■ 

in ov? port ;r.et -.v if* oIsis tc r at t ,c hands of t...* ,.i f.i <r*® t 
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\t.oy ~r•! t ; «'■ .■n^o ,»^ormt t.c Ton ;uin» Altr.ou~.n orders nad 

boon ;• >v. t o’t th-' ~ ioc-'d In;; season for the ?/i thd rv.*;al of 

the r ' c t c* ry f ron Tee ouin, eon no re atterypt was tc bo made 
M cc it!" v th •' t ra. 1 e, a*. 1 a factor shillful at select in* 
si 1 's "'i'. -i 1 op * to h o i thither# An invitation f roi.; the vice¬ 
roy of Can ten for too estaolinfun-nt of «*. factory t-.:e re had 

>rr. r ■?■;•:■ I v m t.c •• r-x e ; i sf c nor-, but. cn accci'“t of vhe 
u.i .at 1..-.: c n p. f 11 1 or. t i ti.e cour. t xj, it was b' •-<: ao vi tuoie 

io d-pf.-'r i i :• v' * \ 1 • ■ try. Ir, 1 f'Ol ■ f :c-r i v a rri ; *-j ol tr.e 

. ■. \ . i .• 11 cr* >' 1 t. >, < * t i •, | v >. ij •. f r 11 1 ,i t rn • ’ d ~ 

c 1 r ; .-.I tx ■ cur'. ! h •. Co up ry to n:.-ar nor tao ■ r p inacted 

1 •. •. ’■ ■■ • ; f'-v f: in:# t r *• io t' i ro'-'itry f »>r t h o 

.o f „• • r yu 1 .: no :! ' - ot •• • va 'r-e.-r. very rrof ita The 

fo »<;y .. I ' i ••••.,•. ri - . .f f t r : :•: rseni- v. t » : *it 

t V: y •: • .• < :■ 1 •: in t h ' ! r • 1 A -‘r.r.t r to r'*t ». i r co. r • : r o l I com- 

o •• i o: I. I'""*-'' ?ort.;:-yio ^ r' ■’ ?r-' ‘ o*- i 'tc rfered 

•vi : '■> ,;i i t r *b. s to T in ' > / i »r:t j rti';" ».h - not i vo chi of 3 

i o e.,ui :.o r : ., tun h; 1 if .•• r. I o r l- , •--w /no thoir 

onn- m.’.tio.i y f /it in;' no. cobotoe of l h o .. . m: t • In Uu* 

f ol levin.;; uu.a :m,' t n .* r o r f. , v v> n.-’c up - v/i -n 1 d van ,,a / ys 

i ui cc •; t: ol li 1 .; t'.o Cun: tvii 11 by tu,*ir po reunion of 
t.ic i.-.ii,.. if dny-.ic, jus- jfi Oa it on# of fee tu i i i j o ic vc.nt ©d 
l no bay I i a.i f i t a iy portion of the . > i: • • trnda 

by brieinp t.no viceroy of Canton /;t t h 10,000 poo -is to ex- 
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elude all ctner nations iro;., trade at tnat port* 

but the following, season the Company -vers planning 
another attea.pt at t»ade* In 16S5 one snip ?;rts ni spatchod 
from Curat to endeavor to resettle the factory at Amoy* 

In l6S r s Sir John Child recommended that the trade to Cnlna 
be placed under Fort St* George* Up to 1881 the trade to 
to the farther East had cron under bantam* but tne loss of 
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This foot shows how important an article of trade it had 
come to be , even during these unsettled timos. 

The other Important countries in the East were not 
neglected by the Board of Directors in London. Simultane¬ 
ously with th9ir Instructions for carrying on a China trade 
ships and factors were sent to Japan, the Spice Islands, 
Slam, Arabia and Persia. As early as 1513 a certain Cnytnia 
Saris 1 ar..itd in J :.pan, an I r 'solved y -. mice i on to trade 

tho rc, A factory s ;>1 • s m I a. t. ?i r. she, nut to', y.-nrs 

% 

later ( 13?3 ) thj Pr-siu.' cy of ditavia" yave or inn t:.ti 
the .Jao i :a f to lory 3ho.il i bo die: clv?j , since it a f f orbed 
net l her .wot Li nor e\y no tot i on of rrofit, out on the 

other ban i , only Maintain cd t n ccii'uo Ions.*" i ar- 

t:»o r uti: its ore .<.10 to o..-.i u .> t r - - uitil 1 dV d. ihe 
Co 1 Vi y a ' ' i i • ', a 1 t a 0 a a i n 0 i f c a 1 a a. 1 l / far y •' r .1 :s 1 0 n a 0 
t ra i a t . ■' 1 . 1 '■ ^ .i'O r • j t n ■> n 0 \ t a t i .: j t t o oy n u . a t ra a c. 

In st i'Uct i on .3 v.-rn cent on- to conn eot tin trade of Jni v« 
and Japan. In 1 ?S 3 , however, one l v <s • ” l w i t h » caryo 

of coast ~ 0 0 d u a. id skin-5 wes to inn a a niot i-.r ri n- ■ * j t 

for a 1 1’>- a a wi th Jayan , ant letters v c re n.d i res-•<'•>! ;*> y too 
Cc <v> m y to t. ’ a ;ror m J th ; ^ov?i"iur o' \ J-. i, pr*y- 

in :y ovra. v ion to trade \i that port. ./ lain it .said ap- 
SHiT no co 11 a 1 .1 f; i\i j 1 e unit /il.i i i* n islands hid vie... 

carried .j-\ far so.a-c t i me oast* In 1 dSA tho rc cords chov*. 

1 . Da’ 1 J :rvj In i. a Oilier ;a0 )r 11 > y. C0a. 


Digitized by ^.ooQie 





Digitized by 



30 


anotr.i* r ' 11«.r,: t at cstaclicr.int j ade , and a sot-r.e for 

an i.nui reel l im i o fcfctttoen Sui..?t ra, Chi,-.a and Ju 3:1.3 we.s ro- 

1 

P G 5 C u • 



f ) i t r a 1 c 

or 

the Company 

v/it.i Pe-rsi 

a, uati.:^ fro 

1312, 

;as ca rri si 

on 

durlay this 

period wit 

‘n as much par 

ie:i cf) 

as tilo crai^ 

s 

to China and 

Jap.an# In 

I'd I an inter 


nal trade so tween tho gull's was pro joy tod, but :a:; found 
impr lOtic a.-le# The at t ■ i. , !.■) ,ur, in ',i o i • Wo of the 

dosirti of id ■ Coii.onr to rr / cut any oa -a.: l ' . ■ led :;u e " - 

i ed i >. i ; , t.; pro UU , :i J f *.• r. y of ■. a G u*,:.. ■; r .• in 1 


• ( • • i ’t 3 Of t:.' OOl I < J e A .i ..4 t t t U U 4 1/ G i\ 0 -J U..iC $ J 

tij a Coir : . ii l^JC-3 t o•. r d td •• di.oi of fo i.-.i •. * .If . rto 

/ U ■ O 3 1 j l l J V J ’ t . 1 / ■ 1 . .. . . fV 1 - 1 ) 4/4) 1 j v i, ./ , . ^ \J L 1 4 u 4/ . i. Id 

t o Cui > .. o / ■)' ' .• i . ri'.u i*. J i o 'U :j L u.! u f .* .. c l ,*>■ ..§ j y ..dfi o i ..'it 

a i x )•. I t ; o.i u • 3 .. * v i t i ’.o too to v.-a.o to s" c i o : ■ i :-t 

. 0 :io • of po : : r 1 s a :c » of : „ v, ho•./**,■ r» "".s not 

yr~i t c, o J-,.. to i ,i.p 1 2 u t din Hi _ an vss, but re .uitn-i in the 


depression of trile# Tn.xt tdsen • rojocts 'vor° not carried 
out to U ) 1 at tor, ho-.'over, is not surprisin': d;r, jr 
one con : i rs the 'listened and co»'?r of the nations invol¬ 
ved, m:i td o :'once cf c?rryin~ out such o < o* i t i o-> s success¬ 
fully, ' o company could on la to .ouch a i ra l :\ u on its- treas¬ 
ury u li'no its profits '.V'‘re something enormous# It is neoas¬ 
sary to be v r in iuind that t.,o Co.no any was in its coyhood 


1. Au t.jOi'i ci ; s t.i.- sa.t 3 as for China. 
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and h ? .i r.ot yet cure to •>» a >rca: ;• ce i m t..j '.It si • 

Toe fir.-, t vcya.yes of r he n lKr uaJ b ?/■ to I ...••* 
Spice Isl*: is, and noty/ites U-vJin.;. the f i v* fuotnolJ pos¬ 
sessed &; their rivals, the Oat oh, in l no South Z& •* s, the 
Coffpany f-ndea voi ed to L et si.uie she re of too t r-> S e fro:;, 
that neighborhood# A f actory had L'Crn or. tab lisheci at Fantaa 
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ders nod u*en countorT^nf'd, rc orecrod t ••> ' tcr. :t the 
sett of f M-i >.• ri> ct »•> cancer c~ t hr cf Cele¬ 

bris* vJ'oore, on the i'olvv for- in feu In , x\i! i n r e-u nni fUam# 
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1 Iv^r eh Ire. rr*d ca rc-'r» i r all ;-'rtr of ! ••dla 

v ere to L •: i or n i f i ( J. I re x oil the cc r s ~ our r. c; r. of o o 1 

in £ \ cn ir. t- rlcp( io rad t r.i r effects* Ary of the- Coj , ; -.r.y*a 
rervaolo -.v c* rieht CT.couraye to «•. or oncond f e j l views 
vr • re to _o -el zed ae.d seat to Tr.-p land# l ot this- wis not 
left vraolly to t~? fiJ-lity of trolr e o r;.; e. t r ir 1 n.. It • The 
chips, of Crisjr a a o Pitt w e j e t .irf le * ..a Tv* ‘ » \voi.'~ 
t elej „/ t.;i At t jr.v. j . ora i a>j o o .. j# J'.ih. no 
• lo-jot i. it roi, ! r od h.: i i : L to i „ro. oc- 

y roi v-e • »..u: o'. , hot:* at h , • a. id •: ., i on. : , : ud:\ d t o«dr» 
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a f ingor on them, and till tnoy fi ad a trick to confiscate 
all interlopers' goods, they will find all tacir endeavors 
vanish into wind**" 

Tno interlopers were especially active on tire west¬ 
ern coast of Indii. A fictory was established at Muscat as 
early as 1532 by >one Say. In October another ca..;3 to Goa, 
and throe wore bound for Donga 1. Petit and Toucher, two of 
tho Company's 1 servants, were found to bo implicated in the 

interloping schemes and were dismissed from service. They 
immediately made their way to the native governor of Surat 
and besought his protection. Altnough they wore demanded by 

the Company, they managed to keep out of its clutches, and 

were joined by a considerable faction and obtained a firman 

2 

from Aurangzeo for a separate trade. 

The apostasy of those men was also imitated in Dei- 

3 

gal. daylor was dismissed by Hedges in Lengal in 1583, aid 
a strict inquiry was made into the relations of tho other 
factors with interlopers. Hedges complained citterly of tae 
corruption to which the Company's servants hai lent them¬ 
selves, koeping company and feasting daily with interlopers, 
and tailing parts of ships and trading with them. " If this 
grievance cannot bo soon redressed as discovery is made 
of it, the Company's trade can never be carried on to their 
most advantage. Interlopers must be suppressed in England. 

1. Hedges, Vol. II, p. 115. 3. Hedges, 7ol. I, p. 80. 

2. Orme, Fragments, p. 152. 
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' Tic impos■; i j 1 o to se lone yarn* I s do tney will <aily 
yrow upon us without effort*"* 

On Aug# 9, 1"S5 the Co :.pany were authorise,’ to exor¬ 
cise Admiralty Jurisdiction in Bombay* This act was aimed 
directly at interloping, to enable the Company to seize and 
confiscate their ships and poods* A juige fro::. Zap; land was 
sent out to erect such a court* In 1C34 an important case 
was tried before tno Kins's Bench# Lord Cnicf Justice ?ol- 
lexfen, summing up in tno case of Sands, declared tnat the 
Statute of Sd'ward III enacted that the seas should bo open 
for all merchants to pass with their merchandize whomever 
they pleased, that all monopolies were against tho common 

law, according to 21 Jac* I, c* 3, and finally tnat the 

2 

grant of any sole trade was contrary to hagna Carta* But it 
it was decided that the Crown had a right to grant exclu¬ 
sive privileges, and that such a right ha: been repeatedly 
aoquiosce i in by parliament* The Court of Directors trusted 
that this decision ould completely radicate an evil a** 
gainst which t.uey had struggled » • so many years* 

On the accession of James 11 ( 1365 ) the Court of 
Directors resolved to prosecute 43 interlopers before the 
court of King's Bench* James showed his pood will by send¬ 
ing out a ship of 7 /ar to seize all interlopers* This same 
year Jeffreys pronounced a decision in favor of the Company. 

1* Hedges, Vol* I, p* 139* 

2. Kacp:iorson, Tol. II, pp* 313-4* 
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This Is styled as a " connected and elaborate legal argu¬ 
ment * respectable both for learning and for talent (although 
some of tho grounds on which he relies seem singularly in¬ 
efficient* there are others whioh*would leave the question 

1 ' 

considered as a dry point of law in a state of ambiguity*" 

A code of martial law was to be enforoed against the inter¬ 
lopers about Bombay and Surat* Apr* 12* 1680 James grantod 
the Conpany a new charter whioh commenced as follows < " Where¬ 
as several persons have of late years prosumed without 
license from the Company to send out ships and trade within 
their limits* perceiving the necessity of redressing disor¬ 
ders and Improving trade to the utmost* satisfied that such 

a trade can only be carried on by joint stock • ratifies 

2 

all previous charters and grants*" 

All the efforts of king* the Court of Direotors* 
and their servants in India were unable to keep these adven¬ 
turers in check* They oontinued to follow their illlolt traf¬ 
fic with varying success* With every important episode in 
Indian affairs they were more or loss oonnooted* Their con¬ 
nection with an insurreotlon at Bombay* and their even 
greater influence in Bengal will appear later* Sir Joslah 
Chlld’4 attitude toward them continued to be that of oitter 
hostility* and is admiraoly expressed in a letter to Fort 
St* George* -written toward tho closo of the Child period 


1* <^rant * History* p* 136* 

2. kaepherson * Vol* II* p* 624* 
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( 1889 )« *' The interlopers and other maligners of the Com¬ 
pany are very busy and pretend great matters they fill do 
shortly by ooraplaints of the Company's management a light¬ 
ness and vanity vhioh they have always abounded in# especial¬ 
ly upon every change of government or lesser changes of minis¬ 
ters of state or favorites* But their boastings have always 
oome to naught* and so they will now* all governments being 

wiser than to be swayed by suoh irregular vain man* tho' ' 
they may sometimes seem to give thorn a little oontinuance 
for reasons not to be mentioned* as also for the enlargement 
of their own understandings in so abstruse an affair as that 

of tho East Indies is to nob lemon and gant lemon that have 

1 ; 

not been conversant, in business of that nature*” 


The most significant part of Sir Josiah Child'* 
policy in connection with India was his tendency toward 
the erection of an English power In the East* The signifi¬ 
cance of his work can be realized in a measure after exam¬ 
ining tho policies of his real successors# Clive and Hast¬ 
ings* In his attempt tc carry out this policy he was far 
in advance of his time* Child realized what none of the Com¬ 
pany's servants were wise enough to foresee until tho ap¬ 
pearance of Robert Clive, viz* the ultimate domination of 
India by the English* It was evident to his broad and far 
seeing intellect that the English could not trade success¬ 
fully in the East unless they were better protected from 
the natives with whom they oaroe in contact* If the London 


1; Hedges# Vol* II# p* 118* 





Digitized by 


47 


East India Company was to prosper* it could not bow down to 
©very princo who happened to cross its path* .nor could it 

contribute vast sums from its treasury to satisfy his cap- 

* 

price* Without a strong political footing in ths East, the 
Company were simply a number of speculators* now making hugo 
profits* now seeing the gains of years swallowed up by some 
revolution in Indian politics* utterly powerless to stem 
the current of affairs* It was the establishment of political 
power and prestige in tne East which had placed the Dutch 
at the head of the Europeans trading tne re* Sir Josiah 
Child realized tnis* and again and again revorted to tueir 
policy,in justifying r.is own course of conduct* In endeavor¬ 
ing to carry out linos of policy which he felt to be acso- 
lutely necessary* Sir Josiah Child called down upon his 
heal a torrent of abuse from ail sides* Had he been suc¬ 
cessful, this might not have been the case* but the oi 
■pollol of any age are only too ready to throw mud at a man 
who, in carrying out ideas not common to his time, but evln- 
oing far reaching statesmanship* through lack of coopera¬ 
tion* or simply because he is too far ir. advance of his 
time* is finally forced to acknowledge defeat * although 
not through any lack of effort on his part* 

It is necessary to remember that at the commence¬ 
ment of this period the London East India Company possessed 
but two patches of territory in India, comprising at the 


Digitized by 


Google 



Digitized by 



48 


most 10 sq* mi*, the Island of Bombay and the peice of ground 
on which Fort St* George stood* The question that confron¬ 
ted Sir Josiah Child, believing in the necessity of sferength- 

ing English prestige in the oountry was how to bring about 
this result* His policy was a close imitation of Dutch 

methods, and consisted of an attempt to strengthen exist¬ 
ing settlements by adequate fortifications and garrisons, 
to make the settlements defray the charges of tnose by a 
system of revenues exacted from the natives whom they pro¬ 
tected, and lastly to exact strict obedience from the ser¬ 
vants of the Company in India who must be entrusted witn 
the management of the scheme* He sounds the keynote of his 
policy in the following to Fort St* Georgoi M That which 
we promise ourselves flrom our new president and council 
is that they will establish such a polity of civil and mili¬ 
tary power and create and secure such a large revenue 
to maintain both at that place as may be the foundation of 

a large, well grounded, sure English dominion in India FOR 

1 

ALL TIME TO COME.” 

By means of these fortifications and garrisons the 
Company were not only to maintain themselves against any 
further enoroachment on the part of native governors or 
princes, but as soon as they were in a posture of defense 
they were to retaliate upon the natives who had taken ad- 


1. Hedges, Vol* II, p. 117 
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vantage of their former weakness* As early as 1683, Sir 
Josiah Child wrote to Madras, " We would have you strengthen 
and fortify our town by degrees that it may be terrible a- 
gainst the assault of any Indian prince, and the Dutch power, 
if we should happen to have any difference with them hereaf¬ 
ter* ^ In 1987, when Aurangzeb and the Sultan of Goloonda 
were waging war against each other. Child defined the relations 
of the English with their neighbor to be as followst " As for 
the king of Golconda, we own him for our good friend, ally 
and confederate and sovereign of all that country, except¬ 
ing the small territory belonging to Madras, of which we 
claim the sovereignty and till maintain and defend against 
all persons, and govern by our own laws without any appeal 
to any prince or potentate whatsoever except our Sovereign 
Lord, the King* If ever ho break with you «... we require 
you to defend yourselves by arms, and from that time re¬ 
nounce paying him any more tribute» it being strange to us 
that while he is oppressed by the Mughal on the one hand, 
and by a poor handful of Dutchmen on the other, you should 
make yourselves so timorous and fearful of asserting our 

own king’s just right and prerogative to that important 
o 

place* w Reinforcements were sent out to Bombay on the west¬ 
ern coast as early as the season of 1600-1, and the Company's 


1; Wheeler,Mad ras Records, p* 129* 
2* do pp, 165-6* 
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servants were Instructed to see to it that its fortifications 
were adequate for the protection of the Company’* goods 
and servants* 

Sir Josiah Child was the first man in England who 
appeared to have formed a just conception of what ought to 
be the relations between the English *.nd natives* One of 
the most significant details of hi3 policy is expressed in 
the following i ” We send you herewith this ... the Dutch re¬ 
lation of tnsir conquest of Macassar, that you may observe 
with how few forces of their own with the help of Burgesses 

they accomolished that groat exploit, and learn from them 

1 

how to sorve your country by means of natives* ” In this 
oan be seen the beginnings of that English policy which e- 
nabled them later to secure and maintain their hold upon 
the Indian Empire, 1* e* their use of native soldiers comman¬ 
ded by English officers* 

As early as Sept* 20, 1632 Sir Josiah Child wrote 
to Madras, ” Our meaning as to the revenue of the town is 
that one way or another, by Dutoh, Portuguese, or Indian 
methods it should be brought to defray at least the rhole 
constant charge of the place which is essential to all gov¬ 
ernments in the world* People protected ought in all parts 
of the universe in some way or other to defray the charge 
of their protection and preservation from wrong and vio- 


1; Hedge*, Vol* II, pp* 117-8 
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Isnce." This order l’oi the establishment of a system of 
ta:<os was repeated again and again* Gyfford was at that time 
the governor, and was knovn as " our too easy agent "• Ha 
expostulated v/lth the Court of Directors in London, endeav¬ 
oring to show hew dilfioult it would be to enforoe any 
sioh system. In 1384 positive orders were sent out for rais¬ 
in;; a " contribution ", out ware not enforced until 1533. 

This delay was occasioned partly by the tiire required in 
transmitting the orders, and partly by the hesitation of 
the Company'£ servants in carrying out instructions. The 
result was a strike on the part of the natives employed by 
the Company and a closing of the shops. The servants of the 
Company, however, had been lnsplrod with sufficient courage 
by the decide 1 stand taken by their employer: in London, 
and a ? roc latent i on wa3 l3cuad that if the heads or chiefs 
of the castes did not gubmlt before sunset, their houses 
would be pullod down, tho ground on which they woro built 
would le sold, and they and their families banished from 

the town forever. Tho result of this deciaed action justified 

2 

Child’s positive orders. The chiefs submitted. Child had 
understood tho native character better than Gyfford. This 
so-called contribution vr?.s evidently not the beginning of 
a regular rovonuo system. As lato as June 9, 1366 Child 

wrote to Madras, " This pro and con between us and you 

1. ' ifhoeler, Madras Records, pp. 137-3 

2. do p. 131. 
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.... Let us have no more of it ••• A revenue wo will have 
aliquo modo for that infinite charge we have been at to 
raise that townfrom so despicable a condition as it was 
when wo settled there. M’ith your leave wo will have a ground 
rent and a small poll money for every heal, as the Dutch 
have at Batavia.^ Similar measures for the collection of 
revenues at Bombay were enacted and sent out to their ser¬ 
vants. These measures were carried out with less opposition 
but perhaps with less thoroughness. 

As a part of this phase of policy is also to be 
noted Child's attempt to incorporate Madras on the basis 
of an English city. This was too gteat domestic evont in 
the governorship of Elihu Yale. It is a curious coincidence 
not without its significance that about 1301 a similar plan 
was laid before the Madras government by the Sanitary Re¬ 
form Committee in this presidency. The idea of municipal 
government v/as not borrowed directly from English institu¬ 
tions, but was originally taken from the Dutch government 
in the East. Child himself ekpliins his purpose in the fol¬ 
lowing: " Our design in the whole is to set up the Dutch 
government among the English in the Indies ( than which a 
better cannot bo invented ) for the good of posterity and 
to put us upon an equal footing of power with them, to of¬ 
fend or defend or enlarge the English dominion and unite 


1. ilheolor, Madras Records, 


p. 157 
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tne strength of oar a 1 1 j o:i uattr one e.nt 1 re aal absolute 
command subject to us j as ;e are aaa ever sii-ill oe ;„ost 
dutifully to our o.v.n sovereign* ^ Mar oh 12, 15S7 Cnild .vai t ;i 
on \Hs Majesty Janes II, and obtained a cnarter for the in- 
corporat ion of Madras, and in Jeptomoor 1333 the corporati¬ 
on was f i ir1 j es t ao 1 isheJ• 

Chili’s personal relations wit.a t. j e servants of tho 
Company in India did much to further the interests of the 
London Cast I : d i a Company* It is a curious coincidence 
that during this period t.i ' Co at o any posses.-• e j so many strong 
energetic caa ractars i i India, such a y a lady as appeared 
neither before nor after, not until tne Clive Period* It 
would soex as if he infused a now life, a new spirit into 
the Coup my* tie exact s strict ooedio ico to all orders, 
and tho servants of the Company in India knew the penalties 
of di so jfli i en c ; - • Prom taking a firm stand as the result of 
orders to that effect, many of the Coaoany’s servants went 
beyond duty and secarae men of action after Child’s own 
heart* Tno Coany lost an aole servant in Streynsham Master 
but Child would not retain any servant who would not obey 
his orders, even though they were of ten Averseiriny and 
insulting* Child Joscrises him as following a strain of 
errors, or lie and offence* iln v/as a man of tne Cn i 1 d type, 
but ” in an evil hour he enya^ed i i an unequal combat with 

1. Wheeler, Madras Laconic, pp* 203-4. 
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his superior* and ho fell tne victl.7. of a pride anion has 

1 

ruined tnousanda* " dxoosslve drinking* swearing* cursing* 
and ponteiipt of government Aero unpardonable sins in tnc 
Company'--? service* Child felt that insulting overbearing 
letters were necessary to got tne agents out of tneir old 
forms and cavilling way of writing* perverting, miucons 
struing, procrastinating,o© V.eglocting plain and direct 
Ordors* It was such faults as tins'; which catlsai him to 
make chan;-? after change in tV; personnel of the various 
councils* In 1987 he wrote that ha hoped that there would 
be no need of such changes he reaf tor* but tnat " your well 

understanding and oerfor".:.nco of our orders will cruise us' 

< 

to change the style of our letters to you as ,vn ho_ od to 

have done before this, for which wo more .'.mostly Josiro 

o 

a fit occasion t'-?,n you can yours- lrcs*”" • 

The type of rtan which please 1 v'lr Jos in . un 11 . is 
describe:! at serte length in his reasons for the uJv-j.noe- 
cent of 3Ir* lligpinson to be second in council at Fort St* 
Ceorgo In 1687* Mr* Klgginson was the kind of a servant 
whom Child delighted to honor with positions of trust and 
responsibi 1 ity* Child'g experience had taught him that oi¬ 
ly a man of learning* well read in the* history of too Creeks 
and Romans* ” -vitn a good stock of natural narts^" was fit¬ 
ted for govern aunt• " It is not using oied a coy in India, 


1, Aheeler, Madras Records, p* 188* u’hccltr, 1 m eras, p* 105* 
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or studying long tnere xnd speaking the language, and un - 

1 

derslanding critically tue tiaas of the place M wnicn fit¬ 
ted a .nan for sues a post as the second in council at Fort 
St. George* although ha would not belittle such qualifica¬ 
tions so far as conducting trade was concerned. But the case 
was altered. The Company-was no longer a more trading com¬ 
pany, but was f or r,o i "in t o the condition of a sovereign state 
in India, that wo n.ay offend or defend ourselves and punisn 
all that injur:; us in India as the Dutch do. " 

Chi Id 's tendency toward tne election of ai £.\CLI3d 
DOHIbIGd Id Id DIA FOR ALL TI inis r 0 vOi'iij appeared th rcugnou t 
the whole course cf events in India, the details of >v: ibh 
will appear os the history of the period is narrates. 

1. Wheeler, Madras Records, pp. 1C5-S. 
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RY CUT SIS BROr.ISR’S ORD JR3-0irrH^ .1' VIS.;3 0 ? Ills CJARAC- 
TSR-SARLY YEARS 0? IS 3 PRSSIDERCY AT SU RA f-RS .SSL I 0.1 AT 
BOMBAY• 


la 1331 Surat '.vis restored to th# rank of a presi¬ 
dency, and John Child, tne former agent, .?js raise:; to the 
rank of president. John Child was a brother of Sir Josian, 
the governor of the London East India Company, and tnere 
can be no douot out tnat His apoointaeat .vac the result 
of his Lrotner's paramount influence over the Court of Di¬ 
rectors* Ini s fact is further attested by tne tacit under¬ 
standing existing oot'.voen tne two orotners in carrying out 
their subsequent linos of policy* Thoe.no.. ic-s of the Company 
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reoognized the close relations existing between the two Ben 
and blaimed one as nuch as the other lor their apparent 
arbltrtry oonduct* 

Of John Child'* oareer previous to his appolntnent 
as agent at Surat* little Is known* He appears to have been 
sent out to India before he was ten years old, and to have 
spent the following eight years at Rajapur under an unole 
named Goodshaw who was the head of the Company's factory 
there* Child is said to have subsequently been Instrumental 
in procuring the dismissal of his unole from his post for 
dishonesty and to have sucoeedod him as superintendent of 
the faotory at the age of twenty four* Rajapur was subor¬ 
dinate to Surat* and it was natural that the next promotion 
result in his appointment as agent there*( 1880 ) 

John Child was probably an inferior man to his 
brother* Sir Joslah* He had spent his whole life in India* 
and was* therefore* little acquainted with the world out¬ 
side* He seeas to have Inherited that Child spirit whloh 
oharacterized the whole oareer of his brother* and showed 
himself an able exponent of his brother's ideas in India* 

He oould supply what his brother lacked* viz* a wide know- 
ledge of native affairs* John resided in India* his brother 
in London* and it was natural that he be chosen to make 
a practical test of Sir Joslah'S theories of government* 


1* Dictionary of National Biography, Vol. X, p. 243. 
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Th» two brothers formed, as it were, a ooalltlon whioh shook 
Indian polltios to their very foundations* 

Different yiews of John Child's oharaoter have 
been entertained by the writers who have dealt with this 
period* Bruoe, the Company's annalist, naturally represents 
both brothers as aoting from the best of motives, with an 
eye single to the Corapany'sf good* " The precautions and 

publlo principles on which Sir John Child acted under oriti- 

oal olroumstanoes discover a high sense of duty and provi- 

1 ! 

dent oonoern for the Interests of the Company* " The ene- . 
ales of the Company, notably the Interlopers, of whom Ham¬ 
ilton is one of the ablest representatives, accused Child 
of almost every orlme on the calendar* Hamilton has a good 
word to say for all of Child's predeoessors in office, but 
oan find no redeeming quality in John Child* " After Gov¬ 
ernor Child had gotten the reins of government again into 

2 

his hands, he became more insupportable than ever* " It 
was natural that this noted interloper should take this at¬ 
titude as it was under the Child administration that he and 
his associates were so aotively persecuted* Raynal, fol- , 
lowing Hamilton styles Child as " avaricious, turbulent, 
and savage* " Anderson writes, " Sir John was really anx¬ 
ious to promote the Company's Interests, and as their poli¬ 
cy was unprlnoipled, he was quite ready to make it his ••• 


1; Bruce, Vol* II, p* 676, 

2, Hamilton, Vol* I, p* 100. 
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H« was a deceiver and oppressor for their sakes His 

1 ' 

system of administration was essentially dishonest* ” 

John Child, assisted by a council of eight, was to 
manage affairs on the western ooast of India with his head¬ 
quarters at Surat* The seoond in oounoll was to have charge 
of the Persian trade, and one of the other members, who 
was to be appointed at the discretion of the president, 
was to be deputy-governor of Bombay* Acoompanying these In¬ 
st ruotions the Court of Directors ordered the reestablish¬ 
ment of the faotory at Karwar, and were ready to establish 
factories at ports where English trade had not yet been 
introduced* This attempt was made to obviate a prejudioe 
against the Company of reoent origin, viz* that the Company 
were not carrying out the widest possible extension of trade 
in accordance with the stipulations of their oharters* 

This same year the Court of Direotors sent out instructions 
to Surat to establish a circuit of exchanges between the 
gulfs of Arabia And Persia* This, too, was done with the 
hope of Increasing trade, but the results of this attempt 
were ^considerable* The factories on the western coast 
prospered under the able management of Surat* The-cargoes 
for England in 1681-2 consisting of oloths, pepper, carda¬ 
mons, and oassia lignum were valued at 1* 063, 932 rupees* 


\4 Anderson, pp,ilo$lrr; 

2, Bruce, Vol* II, p* 472, 


Digitized by Tooele 



Digitized by 



60 


In 1682-3 the Court assorted that the amount of stook sent 

out to India this season was larger than ever before, and 

would amount to above 1,000,000 sterling! Surat sent home 

this season six ships with a oargo valued at 14,133,000 
2 

rupees* 

The natives, however, did not allow the English to 
oarry on their traffic in peace* Sambhaji, Raja, the Mar- 
atha ruler^ and Aurangzeb, the Mughal Emperor, were still 
engaged In aotive hostilities, and Surat and Bombay suffered 
because of their proximity to the field of operations* Au¬ 
rangzeb equipped a fleet against his son Akbar who had 
united with Sambhaji, and the English found themselves in 
anything but an enviable position* Thejr were forced to 
withdraw their factory at Ra Japur whioh belonged to Sambha¬ 
ji, but they endeavored to keep on friendly terms with the 
great ohieftain* The Siddi, the Mughal's hereditary admiral, 
had to be kept in a good humor on acoount of the proximity 
of the royal fleet* Interruptions to merchants were there¬ 
fore frequent, and it was exceedingly difficult to secure 
goods for the outgoing vessels on account of the unsettled 
state of the country* The Portuguese, not so skillful in 
maintaining neutrality, had brought down upon their settle¬ 
ments the Maratha forces by offending their chieftain* 

The Interlopers were as active as ever* The con- 

1; Bruce, Vol. II, p. 477. 

2. do p* 483. 
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duct of two of the Company*, servants. Petit and Boucher, In 
encouraging these traders brought about their dismissal from 
the Company's service* This addition to the ranks of the inter¬ 
lopers was a great stimulus to the oause of illicit traffio 
on the western ooast* In 1682-3 the Company felt it necessary 
to maintain a native envoy at the Mughal's court to counter¬ 
act the sohemes of these Interlopers, and lamented the addition¬ 
al exponso of 400 rupees per annum which was forced upon them 
by these troublesome personages* The interlopers published 
throughout the country that they were employed by a new com¬ 
pany and were authorized to pay oustoms without reserve* The 
effect of tnls was to lessen the confldenoe of the natives 
and to raise the prioe of Indian commodities* But a proof of 

the oontinued prosperity of the Company is the fact that their 
stock sold in 1683 at 360 to 5002* 

The most Important episode in the history of the Eng¬ 
lish on the western coast during the early years of John Child's 
administration at Surat was the lnsurreotlon of Richard Kelg- 
wln, oommande r of the Company's garrison at Boraoay, whloh 
broke out Deo* 27, 1683* " The source of this and its first 
appearances threatened the whole of the Company's settlements 
with ruin, and particularly endangered the English interests 
on the West ooast* " In 1680 Keigwln,who had been governor 
at St* Helena, had been ” engaged to proceed'' to Bombay with 

1. Bruce, Vol* II, p* 512. 
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the rank of captain-lieutenant, and was to Dring with him 
70 soldiers and 18 pieces of small ord nance# The order for 
his having a seat in the Bombay council was revoked the fol¬ 
lowing season* He had fought a successful naval action with 
Marathas toward the close of 137S, and had shown himself a 
man of oourage and military ability* " Seeing ourselves alone 
Capt* Minchin and myself encouraged our soldiers and seamen, 
admonishing them what a disgrace it would be to Christians 
to be prisoners to heathen, but courageously to defend and 
fight the enemy bravely, they unanimously said they would live 
and die with us**" 

Keigwin assisted by Ensign Thornbum suddenly seized 
Ward, the Deputy-Governor of Bombay, and annuled the authority 
of the Company, declaring the island to be under the authority 
of the king of England* Bombay had been a part of the dowry of 
Catharine of Braganza, and had been merely leased to the Com¬ 
pany* By this act, therefore, Keig'in appealed to the real 
owner of the island, the king* The garrison and inhabitints 
of Bombay supported the insurgents and elected Keigwin Gov¬ 
ernor* The London East India Company was not to be molested 
in its trade if it agreed to acknowledge the king's government 
as proclaimed* Keigwin seized the Hunter frigate and the Com¬ 
pany’s ship Return, which contained considerable treasure, 
and declared that this would be used only for the defense of 


1* Hedges, Vol* II, p* 184 
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the king’s Island and government* 

In 1881-2 the expenses of Bombay had been limited to 

72*000 xeraflns^per annum* The following season the soldiers 
and Inhabitants murmured because of the dearness of provisions 
which had resulted from the possession of the Island of Kenery 
by the fleet of Sambhaji, and the consequent exposure of Bom¬ 
bay to atfecks and danger by the harbor being constantly oo- 
oupled by the Mughal admiral* The small wages of the garrison 

were Inadequate for supplying them with the bare necessities 
of life when provisions were so scarce* The Directors in Eng¬ 
land dissaproved of several allowances to military officers, 
and even reduced the rate of exchange at which common soldiers 


as well as they were paid* The Company alleged that the cost 
of the fortifications and establishments at Bombay had necessl 

tated these measures of extreme retrenchment, especially with 

regard to the pay of the soldiers and the position and pros- 

2 

pects of the officers* The garrison had been so reduced and 
authority was so lax that the troops webe In a state border¬ 
ing on insubordination* Capt* Ifoigwin had applied for subsis¬ 
tence money, as there was no Company’s table and he had been 
allowed 25 rupees per month only after much altercation with 


1. Xerafin, " a J5*lver coin at one time issued in Goa,India* 

by Portuguese authority! value about 75 cents* "-Standard Diet 
p* 2085. 

2. Bruce* Vol* II* p• 513. 
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Ward, the Deputy-Governor* But even this allowance was ordered 
to be refunded* and this parsimonious measure added another 

source of discontent* This was undoubtedly the main cause of 
the revolt* ;It oertainly originated in a too severe attack 
upon the pocket-books of the Company'^ garrison* 

An qpen outbreak .was likewise encouraged by tte inter- , 
lopers who were so numerous that they could not fall to get 
lnfonation of the state of affairs* Sir Thomas Cragtham, who 
took c . an aotive part in suppressing the mutiny,claimed 
that he saw letters in Keigwin'S own hand which showed a oon- 
neotlon with Petit and Boucher as encouragers of his deslga*. 
It has been suggested by some that the unsettled state of af- 
fairs in England 1* e* the attempts to form a rival East India 

Company, and the consequent rumors and reports which reached 
India tended to diminish respect for the London East India 
Company in the eyes of their own servants, and the Directors 
chose am unfavorable moment for reduoing expenses at Bombay* 

The revolters, in letters to the king of England and 
the Duke of York, Intimated that the selfish schemes of Sir 
Josiah Child in England and of his brother, Mr* John Child, 

President of Surat, of whom the Deputy-Governor, Mr* Ward, 

was an instrument only, had been the real cause of their oon- 
2 

duct* There can be no doubt that the orders for the lessening 

1; Hedges, Vol* II, p* 165* 

2. Bruce, Vol* II, p* 514, 
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of oharges? both civil and military? wore carried out in that 

uncompromising arbitrary manner so characteristic of the Childs*. 

Ormo asserts that the orders of the Company were " positive 

1 ' 

and were enforced with pertinacity* " 

AS soon as the news of the revolt reached Surat? Presi¬ 
dent Child appointed three commissioners to treat with the in¬ 
surgents? and to endeavor to persuade them to return to their 
allegianoe by promises of pardon and a redress of grievances* 
These negotiations continued for a month without any settle¬ 
ment being reached* President Child tried visiting the island 
in person? but succeeded no better* In fact? it was against 
him and his brother that their animosity was directed? ” to 
whose influence they ascribed not only the sufferings which had 
driven them to the measures which they had taken? but all the 

evils of wnlch they and the greater part of the inhabitants 

2 

of Bombay complained* ” These conferences lasted until March 
of the following year* It was impossible for the President to 
use coercive measures to bring the rebels to terms as the crews 

of the vessels employed in visiting the island? although open¬ 
ly assisting the Company? could not be relied upon in case of 
motive measures being taken against their comrades? who were 
of the same blood and from the same country* Three ships were 
therefore sent to England and two of the Company'^ servants 


1Orme? Fragments? p* 186* 

2. Bruce? Volp II? pp* 515-16. 
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were stationed on the island of Kenery and two at the Portu¬ 
guese settlement of Vesava to direct the captains of ships 
not to go into Bombay harbor* but to proceed to Swally, the 
port of Surat* 

When the Court of Directors in London had received 
detailed information of all that had taken place in Bombay# a 
committee of secrecy was appointed to consult with the king 
as to what measures might be taken for the recovery of the is¬ 
land* In August* 1084* this committee* consisting of the Gov¬ 
ernor* Deputy-Governor* Sir Benjamin Bathurst# Sir Jeremy Sam- 
brook* and Mr* Joseph Herne* submitted a carefully prepared 
report to the king* in which they attempted to justify their 
own conduct and that of their servants in India* They compared 
tke condition of the Dutch and English soldier in the East*] 

The latter reoeived more pay in the London East India Company’s? 
service than a Dutch inferior officer* The Company had always 
tried to deal fairly with its servants* but the charges of 
their fortifications rendered a dimunition of pTv* neces¬ 
sary* These fortifications had been the result of a laudable 
desire to Improve the condition of the island after it had been 
entrusted to them by His Majesty Charles II*'It was the sche¬ 
mes of the interlopers which lay at the root of the matter* 
particularly Petit and Boucher# for they had revived the ques- . 
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tian against the prerogative of His Majesty, whether a grant 
from the Crown without the authority of parliament could give 
exolusive privileges to the London East India Company* ; This 

olause could not fail to havt its effect upon a Stuart king, 
and Charles II was no exception to his predecessors* The report 

concluded with three requests (1) that a commission be issued 

under the Great Seal for restoring Bombay to the Company, (2) 
that pardon be offered to the rebels with the exoeption of the 
four ringleaders, Keigwin, Thornbum, Capt* Addorton, and Lieut* 

Fletcher, (3) that His Majesty issue a proclamation ordering 

1 < 

all interlopers to leave India under severe penalties* 

That part ef the roquest which pertained to the re¬ 
duction of Bombay was immediately granted, and Charles II is¬ 
sued an order to the mutineers to deliver the island to Child 
or to any of the Company'^ servants who should be entrusted 
with the negotiations* A general pardon was to be offered to 
the mutineers, with the exception of the four ringleaders* 

Along with these instructions the Court of Directors appoint- 
ed John Child to be Captain General and Admiral of the Com- # 

pany’d sea and land forces, and Thos* Grantham to be Vice Ad¬ 
miral* They reoeived orders to assemble afleet and to proceed 
to Bombay and to intimate the King’d orders to Keigwin and 
his associates* In case of a refusal to submit, they were to 
be branded as traitors and mutineers, a oouncil of war was to 


1. Bruce, Vol* II, pp 524-6. 
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be summoned and a reward was to be offered for the apprehension 
of the ringleaders* 1* e* 4000 rupees for Keigwin# 4000 for 
Ensign Thornbum* 2000 for Capt* Adderton* and 2000 for Lieut* 
Fletoher* To stimulate their servants* the Company offered pen¬ 
sions to those who should be wounded in the struggle and al¬ 
ii 

lowances to the wives of the slain* 

The sesret -committee advised their servants to try every 
expedient to win baok the mutineers before resorting to foroe* 

In case of ageneral pardon being granted before the arrival of 

these orders* the four ringleaders were to be carefully watohed* 
and if they showed any further indications of stirring up se¬ 
dition* were to be tried and executed* For the better preser¬ 
vation of the government of the island* the President and Coun- ( 
cl 1 were to remove the seat of authority from Surat to Bombay* 

g ’ 

and were also to aot against interlopers* 

i * The condition of affairs in Bombay remained practi¬ 
cally unchanged while all this was being transacted in London*. 

It is true that the Company'd ship*"Return#" which had been dis¬ 


patched by the mutineers to Petit at Surat# fell into the hands 

of the Company* The treasure* however* remained in the hands 

of Keigwin* He had not been idle during this interval* but -showed 

himself an able governor of the island* He had negotiated a 

treaty with Sambhaji for free trade throughout his dominions* 

* 

and had secured a debt of 12*000 pagodas* which the Maratha 


1* Bruce* Vol* II# pp* 526-7’* 
2. do 527-8. 
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had owed the Company for some time* The trade of the Company 
was In a critical condition as the natives were unable to dis¬ 
tinguish between the true Company and the mutineers. 

John Child showed himself a true servant of the Com¬ 
pany at this time* and did not allow the unsettled state of af¬ 
fairs to entirely interrupt trade. He even established a factory 
at Tellicherry in addition to making up an investment for Europe 
At this Juncture Dr. St. John* the Judge Advocate* arrived in 
India* 15 Sept., 1664, and established an Admiralty Court at 
Surat. In order to terrify the revolters at Bombay, they were 
informed that their case would come under his jurisdiction, and 
they would, therefore, be treated more summarily than in England 
On his arrival Dr. St. John submitted a report of the 
state of affairs to the king of England. This was filled with 
fulsome flattery of tne conduct of President Child and his as¬ 
sociates, and is in direct contrast to his attitude soon after, 
when he had coased to be on friendly terms witn the President. 

V His experience here, his ability, judgement, true loyalty, 
and jealous disposition for Jfour Majesty'd and the English na- 
tion'd concerns, are to tne admiration and content of all your 
Majesty’^ loyal subjects in India. *.••• I have never mot with 
a more zealous subjeot of your Majesty than tnis Honorable 

t 

John Child. He often declares that he would sacrifice unto 
your Majesty and in your service the last drop of his blood. 
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he Is uneasy and Iz patient to see your Majesty dishonored and 

1 ' 

vlllified by all the rebels of Boinuay *nd interlopers* etc* " 
After an attentive examination of the conduct of Child* he had 
reaohed the conclusion that the interlopers wore the'o’ausa 
oausans' of the rebolllon* and that no other motives had in¬ 
fluenced Kelvin* whom he termed the Oliver and Protector of 
the island of Bombay except plunder and rebellion* He conclu¬ 
ded with an urgent appeal to the king to appoint Child to be 
the King'3 Admiral in India with full powers to seise and 
bring to justice all interlopers whatsoever* 'Jnless tho king 
empowered tire Company to take Qiore active measures against the 
Portuguese and Dutoh* and especially against the interlopers 
In India* tho Company's; trade would not continue three yoars* 
The arrival of Sir Thomas Grantham changed entirely 
the face of affairs* Sir Thomas had been sent out the previ¬ 
ous season to recover Bantam from tho Dutch* but finding on 
arriving there that the English factors had left with all their 
possessions and that his forces were inadequate to check the 
tide of affairs* collected what pepper he could* and sailed for 
Persia to examine into the status of the Company tnero* and 
endeavor if possible oy a show of force to bring His Ilignness 
the Shah to terms* His force again was not sufficient to awe 
the Persian ruler* as tna Dntch had anticipated him with a 
lauoh larger armament* He now directed his course to Surat* and 
arrived just in the nick of time* 13 Oct** 1384, After consult- 


1* Hedges* Vol* II* pp* 150-1 
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ing with President Child, he decided to proceed to Bombay, and 
left Swally the SOth of October, arriving In Bombay the Sd of 

Hoveaber, 

The next morning Grantham landed, and was met at the 
wharf by several soldiors and some officers. Ho asked for Capt¬ 
ain Keigwin, and was immediately ushered into his presenoe, Then 

followed a series of negotiations, an exchange of letter after 
letter, and finally on tha lOtn Grantham signed a gen oral par¬ 
don upon his own torr.s, by which the mutineers agraod to redeli¬ 
ver the island and the treasure, consisting of twelve bags of 
gold, This sum was oonveyed on board Grantham’s ship, and the 
next morning Cranthan again betook himself to the fort whero 
the soldiers were drawn u? by Keigwin, who read them the propo¬ 
sed terms of 3urrcndet, A sceneof mutiny followed. With a snout 
of ** No governor but Keigwin ”, a sc^no of confusion followed, 
and Grant .am himself narrowly escaped being murdered, ” One Har¬ 
wood, a soldier with a pistol la.ion with a brace of bullets in 
the crowd Just by mo, presented it to ir.y back, but or.o Capt Flet¬ 
cher, a captain of tnei rs, being next to me, saolng the samo in 
the moment, cajght hold of it and prevented the rogue pf his de¬ 
sign, ^ As soon ns it was dark and the excitement had subsided, 
Grantham got out of the fort and went on board, where he staid 
until the 19th, still keeping up a secret correspondence with 
Keigwin by means of fishing boats, and ” kept the stone rol¬ 
ling till It fell into its rig t centor, ” 
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The oondition of affairs on the Island during this in¬ 
terval of four days may be learned from the letters exchanged* 
Many of the insurgents had been filled with strong brandy, 

that they might be the more easily persuaded to continue in 

5 

their design* 15 Nov*, Gary wrote to Grantham, • By my obser¬ 
vations since you left the shore the operation of the strong 
brandy is almost at its period, the ring-leaders of the giddy- 
headed rabble beginning to understand their case better than 
they did, and are now sending Capt* Nichols off to you with 

their propositlons*Keigwin himself was in danger of his 

life, if his own statements can be trusted* Kov* 15, he wrote, 

” In a little time hope to compose this unhappy difference* 

Two of the principal men I have convinced, and are wonderful¬ 
ly penitent for opposing me, and are now my instruments for 

2 

working upon the rest* " It was not until the 17th or 18th 
that Koigwin saw his way clear to effecting a surrender* He 
writes, " I thank God I have our soldiers’ and people’d con¬ 
sent to desire you to come on shore and settle the government* 

4 ' 

There is not now a dissenting person* ” 

The terms of the surrender guaranteed a full and ample 
pardon to all the revolters, the ringleaders included, the pos¬ 
session of their estates, and a passage to England, if they 

desired it* Keigwin took passage with Grantham for Surat* Here 

1** Hedges, Vol* II, p* 174. 3* Capt* Gary was last governor 

2. do p* 176* of king on island, sent to treat' 

4* do p* with Marathas during insurreotion* 
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he did not restrain his Invectives against John Child, but he 
soon left the oountry for England* The revolt had lasted eleven 
nonfchs, during which period not a drop of blood had been shed 
except a slight wound Inflicted upon Keigwin by Thornburn in a 
drunken quarrel* But very little property had been destroyed* 
During the whole interval Eeigwin had shown himself a self-re- 
strained and able leader* 

The easy terms imposed upon the mutineers were not re¬ 
garded with entire satisfaction by the authorities at Surat* 13 

Jan*,1085, the following was penned to the Court of Directors 
in London, in all probability by John Child, " Although Sir Thos* 
Grantham and etc* may have given a full account ••• concerning 

the reducing of Bombay, yet we tnink it not amiss to send you 
copy of the mutineers* 'proposals made to Sir Thos* Grantham, 
wherein your honors will see their impudence and rank naughti¬ 
ness to the last* Keigwin, the notorious rascal, is on board of 
the Charles the Second as impudent as Hell, glorying in his ro¬ 
guery, being secured under Sir Thomas's protection, with whoa 
he designs for England* We cannot see but what he will get out 
of our hands, but indeed it’d ten thousand pities he should es- 

oape the halter, being the very filse rascal without whom the 

1 1 

revolt in Bombay would not have been* " 

Tne Herald's Office account represents Sir Thos* Gran- 
tham'd proceedings on a much grander scale* He cut off 22 of 
the revolvers' ships, and landing the 22nd of November, with 


1; Hedges, Vol* II, p* 182* 
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250 men In the night, surprised the castle and fort, which had 
114 peiceu of cannon mounted, leaking himself master thereof, 
whereupon ho released Hr* 'lard fro:. - hl3 confinement, retrieved 
to the value of 12,030 1* of the Company’s treasure that had 
been treacherously seised in the ship "Return'^ hnd in short 
showed himself everywhere a hero* Tne falsity of this report 

le attested by all authorities* 

This episode cannot well be dismissed without a brief 
notice of tho fate of Thornbum* Several of tne writers on the 
period, notaoly tnose hostile to tno Company, accuse Child of 
cruelty and baroarity in his proceeding against this insurgent* 
Thornburn, being a married man, was unaole to leave India lm- 
modlatoly, and tarriod to settle up his affairs* On so.ua charge 
or other he was thrown into prison, whore ho languished and 
died* Ko doctor was allowed to visit him, although his wife 
and ohlld besought Child to grant this favor* It was only with 
difficulty that he was persuauei to allow her to remain with 
him the day and night before he died* hot content with perse¬ 
cuting her husband. Child was so malignant that he praotically 
ostraolzed her from society, forcing her almost to ponury*and 
ruined the unfortunate gentleman who, pitying her misfortunes, 
married her soon after* Absence of any material on the other 
side leaves this point in doubt* The fact that Hamilton is the 
main authority for tne facts narrated, makes one cautious of 
accepting the story* Thornburn may have dlgd in prison, but not 


Digitized by Tooele 



Digitized by 



75 


as tho result of barbarous treatment at tno hands of John Cnild* 
On tho other hand* it is not improbable that the President grasp¬ 
ing the opportunity* vented his spite on the first unhappy victim 

who fell into his clutcues* The tone of his letter to the Court 
of Directors witn regard to tho final settlement of affairs at* 
Bombay shows hi s dissatisfaction and hi s attituio toward tho re-, 
Woltcrs* If the fact 8 are true* then Child cannot oe condoned one 
iota* It s an act cf tyranny without any mitigation or pallia-, 

ti on* 

HUh tho pons i cl o exception of Thornburn* '..atson* tno Com¬ 
pany’ chaplain at Bombay* was tno only sufferer for lu-pl lcat ion 
in the revolt* He was dismissed from the Company’s service* with 
orders to leave tno Island in mo din te ly* The Court did not even 
grant him a f reo passage homo, astthey had done in the case of 
tho other revoltcrs* Thoy evidently meant to terrify their other 
Ohaplai.os in India from mingling too much with secular affairs 
instead of attending to the spiritual welfare of tneir servant* 
in India* 

It was so.:*; t in before the Company felt thnt affairs 
in Bombay wore definitely settled* The departure of the ring-, 
loaders* however* crushed the insurrection effectually* and the 
spirit of disaffection gradually disappeared* Bombay was soon to 

become t.ie seat of English authority in India » and with this 
increase in power* tho possibility of insurrections decreased* 
More important affairs were soon to occupy its attention* 
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CHAPTER V. 

SIR JOHN CHILD Am THE MIIC1UL EMPEROR A'dRANSZEd- 
CA0SE3 Ail D HISTORY 0? THE FIRST EAR OF EH CL 1ST IN INDIA. 

Surat and its government sink into comparative insig¬ 
nificance* a3 a new and broader field of operations unfolds it-, 
self to the vision in tho opening da/3 of 1383# It was in London 

that Sir Josian Cnild first everted those 2 la °t powers which 
made him foremost in tna oouncils of tne London East India Com¬ 
pany# London was too small a field for the exercise of tr.cso 
powers* and Surat and western India soon felt tho weight of 
his authority through the adminlst rat ion of his able represen¬ 
tative* John Child# Ho was now to attain the grand culmination 

of his policy* to make the great cou0 d'etat, and shake the 
whole Mughal Empire to it3 very foundations# It is true that in 
his previous lines of policy he had embraced all the Company'^ 
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settlements in India, but he was now to work out a broader 
and bigger policy than had been hitherto attempted by any Euro¬ 
pean power in India* a step which might well make the more tl- 
■orous hesitate, viz* an appeal to arms in vindication of the 
Company's rights in India, That he did not enter upon this 
course hastily, but rather as the result of a conviction that 

it was for the best interests of the Company, the events them¬ 
selves attest. His attempt at the establish.ment of an Ehglish 
Empire In the East, if one may term it such, was the natural 
result of his whole previous policy, and is by no means sur¬ 
prising when one examines the condition of Indian affairs. 

The London East India Company at this time consisted 
of a number of isolated factories, situated mainly on the east¬ 
ern and western coasts of India, These factories included on the 

western coast, the island of Bomoay, which was hald directly 

from the En|lish king, and was therefore independent of any 
native authority, Surat, which was under a native governor, 
appointed by the Mughal Emperor, and several factories, such 
as Rajapur and Karwar, along the Malabar coast, each situated 
in some native town or city, and therefore subject to the im¬ 
perial governor or independent prince of the neighborhood. All 
these minor factories, as well as Sombay,were at this time 
in matters of trade and internal regulation subject to Surat, 

On the eastern coast was the strip of land which had been pur- 
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chased from an independent chieftain vv.no was claimed as a feuda¬ 
tory by the Sultan of Co Iconda in 1850, and therefore a sov¬ 
ereign state* and the snail stations subordinate to it* all lo¬ 
cated in native cities, of which the chief was Masulipatam* 

The settlements in Bengal had at this tine again fallen Daok in¬ 
to subordination to Fort St* George* The principal factories 
wore those at Hugli, Kasimoazar, Maldah, and Chandamagar in 
Bengal proper, Patna in Behar, and Lalasoi on the coast of Oris¬ 
sa* All these cities of Bengal* Debar and Orissa were under the 
Nnwab who ruled these provinces, and therefore like Surat formed 
a part of the Mughal Empire* 

At this time the Mughal Emperor’s power in India was dis 
puted by a powerful prince on the western coast, Sambhaji Raja, 

the Marat ha, the son of Sivaji, and on the eastern coast by the 
Sultan of Colconda, who was one of the independent Muhammadan 

sovereigns of the Deccan* Port St* George was riot concerned in 
the war with the Mughal, and the events in Dengs 1 affected out 
slightly the progross of trace there* It was at Surat and Bom¬ 
bay, and oarti cularly in Bengal, that the Company soon realized 
the cost of awar with such a powerful sovereign as Aurangzeb, 
who had in 1685 oonquered the Sultans of Colconda and 3ljapur» 
and successfully waged campaign after campaign against his re¬ 
bellious subjects* He was a born -warrior, or rather bom to be 
a warrior, as the last twenty years of his life were spent on 
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the battlefield. It was he who checked that powerful prince on 
the western coast, whose cities sheltered some of the Company’^ 

factories. His dominions at this time covered an area as large 
as Europe excluding Russia, and he had at his command 200,000, 
000 subjects. 

From its earliest days the London Company had been the 
subject of jealous solicitude on the part of the Mughal Emperor 
and his officers. In the early part of the seventeenth century 
it had been a comparatively easy matter to obtain firmans from 

native princes and governors, but these viewed with envy the in¬ 
creasing prosperity of the Company, and placed every obstacle 
in the way of its progress as the century drew near its close. 

In no district of India which came under the sway of the Mughal 
were the English permitted to erect anything about their facto¬ 
ries wnfch might pass for fortifications. At Hugli in Bengal an 
ensign and trirty men constituted the sole garrison, if one may 
rely upon the testimony of Orme. An increase of this force would 
bring down active interference on the oart of the Mughal’s vioe- 
roy. It was not until the Child period that the Company ven¬ 
tured to stand forth as a pov/er in India, and endeavored to 
show Itself independent of native interference. Up to this time 
the Compa’y had regarded it as sound policy to quietly submit to 
the various exactions and oppressions, hoping, but vainly as it 
proved, that each contribution exacted would be the last. 


Digitized by Tooele 



Digitized by Tooele 


60 


Thhgs went from bad to worse* At tne j&eginnlng of this 

t he 

period the Siddi and^Maratha admiral were seen terrorizing Bom¬ 
bay end violnity* A little later Bombay Harbor war forced to 
shelter the Mughal fleet and by this act called down upon its 
head tho threats of tne Marat ha chieftain on th3 opposite shore* 
But it was in Bengal that war against the Mughal was first oon- 
o el wed and oarried out* Tnn situation there was particularly ag¬ 
gravating* Hedges found trade In a sorry plight on his arrival 
at Hugli as agent in 1682* Trade had boon Interdicted unless the 
Company would pay custom both for goods and treasure* A present 
to tho native governor would ensure the landing of treasure 
oarried by the English ships* but its removal to subordinate fac¬ 
tories had to be obtained by another ju lie i ous bestowal of pres# 
ents* But even then the goods were stopped again and again on 
the road. «Vn tho money arrived at Kaslmbazar, tho governor 
there made proclamation that no merchant there should ouy any 
silver of the English* and this act forced tho English agent to 
sond it to tie mint* II r a it vis stooped again* A Mr* Harvey* 
stationed at Dacca, wit.n considerable difficulty, had succeeded 
in getting the order reversed for payment of customs for seven 
months only* but this proved of no great advantage as the gover¬ 
nor at Easicbazar refused to obey the order, insulted the Eng¬ 
lish* and refused to accept their passes# Finally in despair 
the English decided to appeal to the Nawab of Bangui, who at 
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at this time resided at Dacca* They reaohen his court only with 

difficulty* \'heo tho foujiar heard of tnoir pro?>ocod visit, he 

sent men in pursuit of them# Two of the boats with cloth were 

seized and brought back to the custom house* The agent succeeded 

in rescuing these, but v/as followed by land anJ -water, and a 

proclamation was made that no boatman or steersman should serve 

the English* If hen the agent saw that it was impossible to pro- 

« 

coed by native boats, two of the Company’s sloops were employed, 
and in this way ho reached nis destination* In the meantime 
1000 T* of saltpetre arrived from Patna* This was immediately 
seized by tne governor's order, who threatened that ho would 
• ell it ad pay himself, or would surprise the English Xaotory 
there, unless 50,000 rupees customs wore give;.* Tne council stood 
up for their rights and told him to do his worst* When tne gover¬ 
nor saw that money could not be extorted in this way, the Com- 
pany’d vakeel or native servant was sent for on the oretenoe of 

doing hi m a kindness, but was severely beaten and word was sent 
to the factory that he would be beaten to death unless the cus¬ 
toms w’re paid* In thi3 way 5000 rupees were extorted* Tho gov- 
ernor then issued a proclamation that no Hindu or Muhammadan 
should serve the English or buy silver of tnem under 10$ custom, 

4 

upon which dollars fell from 208 to ISO rupees for 8100* Some 
idea of tne condition of the Company’s trade in this province 
may be gained by this recital, wnich reached tne Court of Direo- 
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1 ' 

tors In London soon after tne arrival of William Hedges* 

Under date of Dec. 7, 168% Hedges wrote from Bengal* 

*• ’T will be Impossible for us to hold out long without payment 

of custom as well as they (Interlopers) if we do not resolve to 

2 

fall out with those people very speedily." From tnls it would ap¬ 
pear that tne interlopers were as omnipresent here as In other 
parts of India* and were working all ma iner of harm by their at¬ 
titude toward ti; e Company and the native powers. Hodges ag’tin 
an i again reverts to the necessity of taking some active measures 
against to natives in tr. is district. " The Company’s affairs .vlll 
never be any bettor but always grow worse and woise with contin¬ 
ual patching till they resolve to quarrol with those people and 

build a foit on the i slan-J^fca gar at the tvoUth of tills river* and 

run the hazard of losing d e year’s trade in the Bay, in one 

fourth of whfch time there’s no fear of bringing those peoole to 

our conditions. If this be not speedily taken in hand by us, 

thereto no doubt to be made but ’twill soon no -done by the Dutcn* 

who talk of it freely as often as w-» t with the mi and then 

3 

we must expect to bo sjO ; turned out of this country. '* Ayr.in in 
1684, there is this entry in his diary, " I heir.i t.oo President 
(Gyffoid) declare he was now very .voll assured tns trade of tuis 
place could never bo carried on to the Comp my to advantage till 
they fell cut with the government* xr.a could oblige t <ie u to 


1 . 

2. Hedges, Vol. 1, p. 142. 

3. do PP» 133—4. 
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1 ' 

grant us better teams, w.iich he thought very feasible# " 

Hedges had expressed his opinions freely in his letters 

to the Court of Directors, and under date of 21 !Deo#» 1883, his 
oomounioat Ions and others of a similar character were referred 
to by the Court at considerable length# Their attitude at thie 
tine is in di rect contrast to that three years later, and in 

some points contradicts itsolf# Their objections to establish-, 
in. a fortified post in Bengal are briefly the following! (11 
the oost of the undertaking, which would be but slowly reim¬ 
bursed, (2) the offence which the establishment of such a post 
would give to the liu hal, (3) the probability of Dutch inter¬ 
ference in t-Ti event of a qiarrol with the .It?*. 1, (4) tine est ab- 
lishment of such a fort at the mouth of tho Canges would not 
injure the Mughal enough to pay the expense of the undertak- t 
ing# Bombay by its commanding position was able to seize ship¬ 
ping valued at from 2,000,000 to 3,000»00o£sierling -nnually, 
whereas ” all the prejudice ■* , e con do to the Kughil her? is 
stopping a little trade at Balasor of his elephant and beetle- 
nut ships and his salt vessels# M (5) They coul i not see the 
advantage, they said, of two weak strongholds over one strong 
one# The strong fort at Eomoay did not give trado# (6) T.ne big 
ships, wnich were their mainstay, couli not anchor about the 
islands at the mouth of the Ganges# In conclusion they referred 

1# Hedges, Vol# I, p# 161# 
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of trade, " beoause without such a place of safety, trade oust 
1 ‘ 

be limited. " 

This same season Syfford visited Hugli and introduced 
some reforms in the internal management of the Company's 1 affairs 
there. An incident at Easlmbazar counteracted his reforms, and 
brought the Company into serious trouble with the native authori¬ 
ties* Notwithstanding the weavers were Indebted to the Company 
a la{^and a half of rtkpees, the foujdar ordered Job Charnook, 
who was at this time agent there, to pay them 43,000 rupees more 
and remit the debt. On his refusal to comply with this demand, 
the oase was laid before the nawab of the province, and a com¬ 
plaint was sent to the emperor. ; This was the comparatively small 
beginning which was to result In an open outbreak with the empe- , 
ror himself* The nawab adjudged the claim good and summoned Char- 
nook to appear before him at Dacoa. Charnock had no intention of 
complying with thi request, and made every effort to get the de¬ 
cision modified. Easlmbazar was boycotted, and when the news of 

the death of the agent at Hugli had arrived, and Charnock was 
urgently called to assume the management of the factory there, 
troops were stationed about the factory at Easlmbazar to prevent 

his esoape. Somehow or other he cut the Gordian knot and escaped, 

3 

arriving in Hugli between the 16th and 17th of April 1686. 

A change in the attitude of the Directors in London had 


K Bruoe, Vol. II, pp. 532-3. 
2it do p. 547. 


3. ) OOpOo rupees, formerly equiva¬ 
lent to 860,000* 
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resulted while theso events wero occurlng in India* In 1686-6# 
the Conpany ootained the King’s Patent authorizing the appoint-, 
ment of the President# ( now Sir John Cnild# Bart* ) to oe Cap¬ 
tain General and Admiral of all their forces by sea and land 
from Cape Comorin to the Culf of Persia* To properly support this 
dignity he was to be attended ty a guard of 50 English grenadiers 
while at Bombay* An order also arrivmd for the transference of 
the seat of government from Surat to Bombay* The Court explained 
that they considered this measure necessary in order to support' 

the English character and afford its trade an Impregnable retreat 
from which they night bo aole to retaliate upon their eastern 

f oo«* 

At this tine that renowned Seoret Committee came into pro* 
ainenco# aconsnittee appointed for the avowed purpose of rendering 
the orders of the Court of Directors less known to the domestlo 
and foreign enemies of the Company# but in reality having as a 
main objeot a display of armed power in the East* This committee 
consisted of Sir Joseph Ash# ( the Covernor of the Company ) Sir 

Joaiah Child# ( Deputy-Governor ) Sir Benjamin Bathurst# and 
Mr* Joseph Herne* This committee wrote to Bengal# 14# Jan*# 1686# 

" He ••• have examined seriously the opinion of the moat prudent 
and experienced of our commanders# all which do oonoenter inthis 

one opinion# ( and to us seeming pregnant truth ) viz* that since 
those governors have by that unfortunate accident and audaoity of 
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the interlopers got tne knack of trailing upon us and extort¬ 
ing what tney plsnseo of our estate fro.: us by t.ie besieging of 
our factories and stopping of our coats upon tne Ganges, t.iey 
will never foroear doing so till we have made tne..< as sensible 
of our power as we have of our truth and justice, and we JFTER 

MANY DELIBERATIONS are firmly of the same opinion, and resolve 

1 

with God'sf blessing to pursue it* " A bold and defiant attitude 
was to be the rule of conduct of their servants in Bengal and 
Charn^ck and his associates were censured for their timidity 
and submissiveness toward the Nawab and his officers* Fort St* 
George was ordered to ce made as impregnable as possible in tne 
event of any disturbance with the natives, and Gyfford wa3 a - 
gain instructed to obtain a fortified post in Bengal* 

The schemes of tne Committee met the approval of tho 
reigning sovereign, James II*, and an armisent larger than any 
which had ever visited India was speedily equipped for service 
in the Bast* This squadron consisted of five ships and two fri¬ 
gates, carrying 234 guns and 740 men, and was to be joined by 
all the Company's sloops and small vessels at Fort St* George* 
The consuct of trie war was to be Entrusted to Cnarnock, the Com¬ 
pany's principal a~ent at Hugli* T.nis expedition was expected* 
in ageneral way to copy tnc Dutch at iatavia, wno nai brought 
the whole of their foreign interests ur.uer trse control of tnoiT 

1* Hedges, Vol* II, p* 51* 
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1 ! 

Governor General* 

This same year the Dutch were at war with Golconda* and 

the English at Fort St* George were ordered to assist the Sultan 

of Golconda and obtain in return the grant of St* Thom^, - 

M demands which discover* even at this early period* that the 

Coopany were asstiming a political and military character that 

they might acquire such territories as would furnish supplies 

to their fortified seats of trade, and give them respectabi li - 

2 

ty ani influence in the political contests of native powers* " 
The Company, with the king of England'^ approval, gave Sir John 
Child additional powers* constituting him what in modem times 
has been termed the Governor General of the countries within 
their limits* Child was the first man in the whole history of 
the London Company to be honored with this title, aut this title 
was soon to perish kith the fondly cherished plans of its ex¬ 
ponent* and was not to be revived again for nearly a cen¬ 
tury* It tis another one of those facts’in Anglo-Indian history 
which distinguishes the Child Period above all others down to 
the time of Clive and Hastings* If one would see the beginning 
of that imperial policy which brought India under British rule 
let him study the details of this first attempt of the London 
Company to win recognition in India* The Company made applica¬ 
tion to tie king for an entire company of infantry to be trans¬ 
ferred to their service* The king of England sent out a proo- 


1; Bruce, 7ol* II* p* 557* 2* Bruce, Vol* II* pp*587-8* 
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X&mtlon for the withdrawal of all English subjeots from the 
service of native powers* The Company felt that war had oommen- 

oed In real earnest* As yet* however* Bengal was the field of' 

operations* Surat had not been drawn into aotive Hostilities* 
The Company hoped to confine the war for the present to Bengal 
and to oontinue on friendly terms with the native prinoes in 
western India* The king's charters and the Company's orders 
were to govern the internal amiaist ration of affairs* and these 
were to be the only oonstitution or laws under which they were 
to aot* 

Just at this orisls some daring acts of piraoy upon 
the Mughal's subjects ©oramitted by Danish ships sailing under 

English oolors well nigh precipitated an open outbreak icon the 
western ooast* Tho French and Dutch Joined in accusing the Lon¬ 
don Company of the outrage* and especially the Presidency of 
Surat* Covernor Child manifested considerable dlplomaoy at this 
time* and by offering to send English ships against these ma¬ 
rauders " averted tho violence whioh might otherwise have en- 
1 f 

sued, " It wa3 at this timo that the instructions of the Seo- 

# 

ret Committee reached Bombay* and in the absence of Sir John 
Child* wore opened by the Deputy-Covernor* Wyborne* a pfie^oe of 
rashness from which the Court anticipated much danger* fearing 
that the Mughal would wet information of their plans* Sir John 
Child Informed the Court of Direotors that he Intended to await 


1* Bruoe* Vol* II* p* 576* 
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th® issue in Bengal before entering upon hostilities with the 

Mughal * but if circumstances forced klm to break with the Mughal 

ho would take the blame upon himself that no harm might befall 

l ' 

the Coapany through any independent aotion on his part* 

But to return to the fleet which had been equipped for 
sorwioe in Bengal* They were Instructed to take on boaxd at Bal- 
asor the agent and principal men of the council of the Bay* 
to arrest all vessels of the Mughal* to seize Chittagong* and 
as soon as this was captured* to proceed against the Nawab at' 
Dacca* Peace was to be offered only on the following terms* (1) 
cession of Chittagong* (2) payment of outstanding debt3* (3) 
permission to ooin rupees at Chittagong which should pass our- 
rent In the district, (4J restoration of privileges according 
to ancient stipulations* Alliances with native prinoes were to 
be entered wpon if these would prove of any assistance to them 
in oarrying out the designs of the Company* After this part of 
their work had been performed, and the tone of the CompanyVd 
letters implied a belief in the speedy accomplishment of their 
designs* the squadron were to vindicate their rights against the 
kink of Siam, and should the Portuguese continue to exact ous- 
toms at Hhana and Karanja on the Malabar Coast* the government 

ts 

at Surat were to refuse payment and A attempt the recovery of 
Salsette and the other dependencies of Bombay original ly ceded 

&wvtr 

by the treaty with Charles 11* The attitude of the Baosw-of 
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Directors appears In the conclusion of these instructions* * 

M But you must understand that though we prepare for and resolve 
to enter into a war with the Mughal, our ultimate end is peaoe*. 
• 4 « But-we have no remedy left but either to desert our trade 
or ve must draw that sword His Majesty hath entrusted us with 
to vindicate the rights and honor of the English nation in In¬ 
dia* tt 

One vessel of the fleet was lost in the passage to In¬ 
dia, tho largest ship with another was unable to make the pas¬ 
sage of the Canges, but tho remainder reached Hugli in October, 
1986* By this time the foujdar, who had in some way got wlntt of 
the intended hostilities, had assembled a considerable force 
about the factory* Tho arrival of these forces so alarmed the 
oountry that the Kawab ordered down three or four hunrei horse 

and three or four thousand infantry to the scene of operations* . 
Ho blow had been struck as yet on either side* 

Abdulijhani, the foujdar of Hugli, booame very insolent 
toward the English soldiers, refusing them victuals in the ba¬ 
zar, and this was the cause of an eruption of the voloano, the 
efficts of which were almost a3 disastrous as those of Vesuvius 
in anoiont times* On the morning of the 28th of October, three 
English soldiers resorting to the bazar for food were attacked 
by a body of the governor'*# peons, and were carried half dead 
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to Abdujghani* When the soldiers in the factory were apprized 
that three of their comrades had been set upon and left half 

dead in the street* ( for thus the affair was reported ) all was 
oonfuslon* Capt* Leslie with a small body of soldiers was im¬ 
mediately ordered to sally forth and Dring in their bodies dead 

or alive* tut to offer no resistance to the natives unless his 
soldiers were attacked first* A skirmish ensued with the loss of 
seven natives on the other side, an.i in a moment the whole town 

was aroused* The people set to work to burn their own houses* 
especially those near the English quarters, and destroyed the old 
faotory of tte Company which contained a large quantity of salt¬ 
petre and other goods* As the natives began to display the guns 
of a battery which they had erected to command the Company'd 
ships* Cha mock in hot haste sent for the English detachment at' 

Chandarnagar three miles away, and in the meantime ordered a 

detachment to advance upon the fort* This detachment met with 

1 f 

such " hot service and strong opposition " that it was compelled 
to fall back, and another body under Capt* Arbuthnot with fresh 
recruits was sent against it* and after a short engagement oap- 
tured the fort and spiked all the guns* The total loss on the 

native side up to this time was about 50 killed* among whioh 
were three eminent men* a great many pounded, and about 400 to 
500 houses burnt down* with a great number of small boats* The 
1* Hedges, Vol* 11» p* 55* 
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English loss was slight, consisting of but two killed, one of 
whoa was tie man set upon by the peons t in the morning, and a 
small number of wounded* 

Through the mediation of the Dutch the foujdar endeavored 
to arrange terms of peace, but these failed to satisfy the con¬ 
ditions enjoined by the Board of Directors* But inasmuoh as a 

vast quantfty of saltpetre and other goods were endangered by a 

< 

renewal of hostilities, Charnook obtained a cessation of hostili¬ 
ties until these could be removed to a place of safety* Meanwnlle 
the news of this engagement reached the Nawab at Dacca and he im¬ 
mediately issued orders for the seizure of the Company's’ goods 
and factorsat Patna* The property at this station was inconsider¬ 
able, amounting at the most to 2000 rupees* 

At this time an itemized statement of damages was drawn 
up by the Conpany* These were estimated at 0,625,000 rupees* Dur¬ 
ing the cessation of hostilities fruitless negotiations took 
place on either side for a settlement of affairs* Bruce states 
that Charnock was disposed to aocede to the terms offered by the 

Nawab, to submit their olaims to arbitration, had not the orders 
of the Court been so positive for the seizure of Chittagong, but 
this does not appear very clearly in Charnock'4 own letters* He 
was disposed to distrust all offers of settlement until he felt 
himself to be in a position to enforce his demands* 

The latter part of December, 1386, found Charnock and his 
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soldiers stationed at Sutnnati, the site of the modern Calcutta* 
a. post lower down the river* and therefore regarded as a more 

advantageous site than Hugli for carrying on further negotiations 
Here Charnock and Capt* Nicholson drew up twelve articles or stip¬ 
ulations* which failed of acceptance at this time* but were the 
basis of later negotiations* The demands of the Company were 
briefly as fo llowsj 'sufficient ground for the building of a fort 
and the establishment of a mint therein, the rebuilding of the 

factory at Maldah by the Nawab, reimbursement for the loss in¬ 
curred at Kasircbazar, and a grant for a trade which should be . 
free from customs* The opinion of th- 3 General and council at Sur¬ 
at on the proceedings of their servants in Bengal is embodied in 
the following, under date of 18 ?&iy, 1887* ” Our friends in the 
Bay must have made a hog or dog of it there before this time* 
and if not, finding they could effect nothing well, patched up 
a peace with the Nawab* and by that lulled the Moors into se¬ 
curity with resolutions to go on with more resolution and nlmble- 
ness on August next, at once to strike without noise, and if pos¬ 
sible they may reach your Honors’ 'orders j so that let it be how 
it will with them, what we have directed cannot harm at all their 
designs: Tor they must have the place your Honors’ desire or 

are put beyond the hopes of it before it can be known what we 

1 

have done* ” 

The demands of Charnock upon the Nawab resulted in a 
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fresh outoreak of hostilities* Orders were sent to all his sub¬ 


governors for tho levying of all the foroes possible throughout 

thfe oountry " to thrust the English out of the kingdom* never 

1 * 

sore to trade therein* " On the 6th of February* Charnook's’ 
soldiers burnt down the King’g salt houses* and two days after* 
assaulted and took his fort at Tannah with but slight loss* Capt* 
Nicholson was sent down the river with a portion of the fleet to 
take possession of tho island of HiJ111 * and the 27th saw all 
the English forces stationed there* This island was immediately 
fortified that it might furnish a base of operations for expe¬ 
ditions agalast the Mughal’s ships and territory* About this 
time a detaohment from the Nathaniel and Rochester* which lay 
in Ballasor road* captured about fourteen of the native ships 

which had been drawn up into dry dooks and a large quantity of 
other shipping* although commanded by the guns of a native fort* 
They soon made themselves master of tho fort* and the next aay 

took possession of the new town of Ballasor* burning and destroy¬ 
ing all before them* Returning to old Ballasor* and finding it 
impossible to launch the captured ships, they consigned every¬ 
thing to the flames* About 30,000 rupees were plundered from the 
King's oustom house* besides a largo quantity of merchants* 'goods 
A detachment farther up country* consisting of 17 men under a 
Capt* Brovrell* fell into an ambush and were cut off with the 
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©xoeption of one man* Tnis was the heaviest loss which had befal¬ 
len the English up to this time* It was at this juncture that 
the agent at Patna Informed Cnarnock of the confiscation of the 
Company's* goods at Kasiaoazar* 

Eut a more terriole fate was In store for the orave de¬ 
fenders of the Company'^ rights on the Southern Ganges* The oil- 

mate* moro deadly than tno guns of the natives* began to do Its 
effective work* The island was besieged so closely that it was 

with difficulty that their line of communication with tno shore 
oould be maintained* and a scarcity of provisions resulted* Tne 
enemy became bolder and bolder as they saw the desperate straits 
to which the English had been reduced* The deadly miasma* laden 
with fever and ague* wnlch arose from the low-lying plains of the 
Ganges soon left but 100 available men in the garrison* Of the 
officers* out of six lieutenants and eight ensigns* but one re* 
mained alive* and of 26 corporals and seTgeants but four* To add 
to their misfortunes* some of tho shins had proven themselves 
unseaworthy* and deserting the fort would moan tho loss of the 
whole of tli e Company's shipping which was consiieraolo* On the 
28th* the enemy almost succeeded in capturing the island* but 
were driven off after severe fighting* 

The arrival of 70 reoruits ' from the Europe snipping ' * 
about the first of June brought a change in the condition of af- 
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fairs* An attack upon tho native forces was planned and carried 

out with such success that the Xawab'4 officer despaired of 
bringing tho English to torms* and 3ont forth a flag of truoe as 
the preliminary to a treaty* Some writers have suggested that 
this change in the attitude of the natives in Bengal was tho r»- , 
suit of affairs on the western coast* ” In order to aocount for 
this favorable change •••• it is requisite to state that at the 
same period Ainiral N'tcholson's fleet was fitted out in England 
for the attaok on Chittagong* oriors hvj be*i sent to the Gover¬ 
nor at Bombay to withdraw the Company’^ factories from Surat 

and etc** and to commence hostilities against the Emperor* Au- 

1 ‘ 

rangzeb* by seizing his 3.nips* " 

Several of the Comoany'S servants visited tho Highal of¬ 
ficer with instructions to conclude a treaty on tho basis of tho 

demands of the 12 articles* but If they found this i mooes i b le» to 

2 

oonoludo a peace " upon the most advantageous and honorable terms 
thoy could procure. " Tine condition of tho Company’s forces was 
such as to necessitate speedy removal froai the island* and no 
time could be lost in fruitless negotiations. After three days 

the commissioners returned having patched up some sort of a peao% 
based largely on the twelve articles* and the island was surren¬ 
dered and evacuated. The soldiers withdrew to Little Tanna and 

14 Stewart* Bengal* p. 318. 2. Hedges* Vol. II* p. 
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Ulubari*# awaiting a confirmation of the articles by the Nawab# 

A very imperfect perwanna arrived Julj 20th# This did not please 
Chamock# and he ppeedily informed the Haw^b of the fact# but 
was assured that a more satisfactory one was on its way# The ar¬ 
rival of this still failed to satisfy the Company's agent# but 
its terms were accepted until they could remove to Sutanatl# 
which was five miles above Tanna Fort# Here they awaited the 
despatca of their vakeel to Dacca to express the Company's dis¬ 
pleasure# with the firm resolution not to settle any trade till 
he confirmed the last articles# Chamock felt that the war was 
not yet ended# but that the poac3 witch existed was but a tempo¬ 
rary one# Ho writes, " They have a great design on foot to flat¬ 
ter us into their clutches# with a few fair words, that they may 
come upon us for all the damages done them in this war ..as 

our sundry advices, as well private as otherwise# do suffiolent- 

1 ‘ 

ly inform us and caution us# #' 

ifhile tnesc events were taxing place in Bengal# Gyfford 
at Fort St# George was putting forth every energy to avoid open 
hostilities with the Mughal# In obedience to the instructions 
of the Court of Directors he had despatched men -and stores to 
Bengal in the fall of 1888# and had thereby drained the fort of 
all the available men and ammunition# To add to his difficulties# 
it was reported that Aurangzeb had conquered the Sultan of Bija- 

1. Hedges, Vol# II, p# 89, 
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pur and was about to take up arms against the Sultan of Golcon- 
da who was the near neighbor of the English* Gjfford feared that 
the Injuries Inflicted upon his highness In Bengal would draw 
down upon the factory at Fort St* George the rage of the Mughal 
emperor* He therefore adressed letters to the Emperor explain¬ 
ing that the hostilities in Bengal were aimed only at the recov¬ 
ery of ancient stipulations of trade in that province# and in 
short that Fort St* George disclaimed an/ connection with the e- 
vents which had taken place there* In conclusion he besought the 
Mughal’s' protection and a confirmation of the privileges which 
had been granted Madras* He did not rely entirely upon the effi¬ 
cacy of this letter# out prudently sent to Bombay for a reinforce¬ 
ment of men and ammunition, as there were only fifteen English 
soldiers in the garrison# and he could place no relianecon the 

Portuguese soldiers or topasses* 

Startling events on the western coast had taken place 
during this interval# as has been intimated oefore, and it is 
necessary to leave Bengal for amoment and return to Surat and the 
outbreak of hostilities on the western coast in the early months 

of 1687. 
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The exact origin of the outbreak of hostilities on the 
western co-ist in 1037 i3 wrapped In .obscurity# and has ueen 
made tha subject of cither attacks upon Sir Josia.n and Sir John 
Child by the enemies of the Company* Toe war about Bombay and 
Surat appears to have boon a sort of sequel to the war on the 
eastern coast# and to nave been entered uson for similar reasons* 
The oirders of the Court of Directors# and particularly of the 
Secret Committee had tended toward a break with the natives as 
early as 1085-7# but the postponement of *ctual hostilities un¬ 
til Ion*; after the outbreak of war in Bengal appears anaocount- , 
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Able* Fear of the vengeance of Aurangzeb, when he should be 
nore accurately lntoraed of the state of affairs in Bengal, and 
the danger to which their factories would be exposed, was the 
probable cause of the aotual outbreak* 

In 1687-88, Bombay was declared a regency in Imitation 
of the Dutoh regencies at Batavia and Colum^o, and was to assume 
the rank of an Indian power* To give dignity to the title of 
Governor General, Sir John Child was to be attended by a life 
guard of 50 grenadiers* His power was to embrace all the Com- 
pany'd settlements in India* Bombay,which the Directors termed 
the " key of India," was to be fortified as strong as art and 
money oould make it* Sir Josiah Child can be seen in these in¬ 
structions, especially in the references to the Dutch method of 
carrying on their trade by means of fortified settlements* 

The outbreak of hostilities on the western coast dates 
from the removal of the seat of authority from Surat to Bombay, 
May 2, 1687, which must have taken place before the arrival of 
the orders detailed above* This move had been enjoined upon their 
servants at least twice before, alleging each time the necessi¬ 
ty of an impregnable post, from which as a base of operations, 
they mignt be able to retaliate upon their enemies both native 
and European, a* these latter gave the Company no end of trouble* 
On his arrival there Child despatched the " Charles the Second H 
and the " Modena," two of the Company’s largest ships, with se- 
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oret orders to seize all Mughal ships or Siaa vessels at Basso- . 
nh and Kooha in the Persian Gulf* :TVro ships were also despat¬ 
ched to China with similar instruotions# 

Mr* Harris and his council had been left at Surat* and 
Child Intended to bring off these faotors to Bombay before the 
news of the oapture of these vessels should reaoh the ears of 
the Mughal* The P Caesar V commanded by Capt* Wright* was des¬ 
patched to this end* and in case the projeot of the Company had 

beoose known* he was instruoted to seize all the Mughal vessels 
in the neighborhood and hold all their passengers as hostages 

for the Company'^ servants in Surat* These vessels wsuld oon- 
sist mainly of pilgrim ships returning from Meoca and Arabia*} 
The inoident of the " Dragon ” having seized a Surat vessel 

gave the alarm to the governor of Surat* and the English agent 
and council were carefully watched to prevent their escape* .The 
native governor sent one of the factors with a letter to Oil Id* 
and was met In reply witn a statement of grievances in thirty 
five articles* 

This is the account of the outbreak as narrated by 
Bruoe* Hamilton* followed by Anderson* gives another view of 
the matter*.The Company had a large number of ships on hand* 
and* having no stook to employ them* ordered the faotorles 
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to borrow as much money as possible from the natives and Hike 
up sn investment*.¥hen they had borrowed to their utmost oapaolty 
they were to plok a quarrel with their creditors and thereby oan- 
eol the debt* In aooordance with this scheme* in 1686-7* the Com- 
pasy'S ships were engaged in the widest possible extension of 

trade* but toward the end of 1687* when it had become inoonven- 

l; 

lent to discharge the debt* whloh Ariderson says was 2814250* 
hostilities began with Child’s submitting thirty five artioles 
of grlevanoe to the native governor of Surat* 

These artioles attacked the attitude of the native gov¬ 
ernor toward the Company In the affair of the Danish piratioal 
expeditions whloh had lessoned the English trade in the vlolnlty* 
had oauaed a detention of goods In the native oustom house* and 
the retirement of the President and his oounoil to Bombay* Hits 
affair had damaged the oredlt of the Ehgllsh merohants* ;The gov-, 
emor'rf reception of Interlopers was another source of Injury 
to the Company* Customs had boon arbitrarily raised in certain 
districts and had been levied on almost everything whloh the Eng¬ 
lish possessed* Goods were not protected from robbers* but suoh 
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robberies were too often committed with the oognlzanoe of the 
native rulers themselves# Complaint after oomplaint was embodied 
in this list of grlevanoes* eaoh one a just cause for ear* The 
representations of the Dutoh* who had endeavored to persuade the 
native governors that the English were aotlng without oontrol 
and committing depredations for which they ooula not bo nado re¬ 
sponsible* urged Sir John to undertake the war* No governor had 
hitherto possessed courage enough to vindicate the rights of the 
Co^>any* The Company* or rather Sir Joslah seconded by Sir John 
Child* folt that these arbitrary exaotlons of goods* this pro¬ 
tection afforded to enemies of the Company* this Inability to ob¬ 
tain satisfaction for injuries done were more than euffioient 
grounds for war* The Company felt that their opportunity had 
oome to vindicate their rights and to place themselves on a 
sore secure footing with their Eastern neighbors* 

Hamilton blames the Company sevorely for not Issuing a 

declaration of war instead of turning pirates and seizing the Mu¬ 
ghal's ships without any intimation of breaking with them* Ander¬ 
son sarcastically comments on those acts as follows* " Piracy 
had been eo profitable in the hands of private speculators that 
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the jealous Company nos entered into the business* " Affairs 
had reached such a orisls that the seizure of ships was a justi- . 
liable method of declaring war* It had been practised in Europe* 
thy not in India? The whole attitudo of those who characterize 
Child’d conduct as M rash* disingenuous* impolitic* and unjust* M 
and in even harsher terms, is distorted in face of the events 
shlod they endeavor to describe* Again and again had the English 
submitted their grievances to native rulers* and again and again 
set with subterfuges* and every means known to the clever native 

of the East* to avoid granting their requests* The Company f»lt * 
jrery much as though they were under some sword of Damocles* whloh 
sight at any moment fall and ruin forever their trade and pros¬ 
pects in the East, The narration of events, both here and in Ben¬ 
gal* has been in vain If this has not been shown to be the aotual 
state of affairs* That the Company did not interfere with the 
natives up to this time, was simply a proof of their laok of 
oourage and oapacity to undertake the task. 

Leaving these grievances to have their effeot on the gov- . 
emor of Suraty Child aoted with energy and decision in preparing 

1, Anderson, p, 113* 
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for the approaohing conflict# A treaty was negotiated with Samb- 

haji on the following terms » that he pay the English 50,000 ru* 

1 ‘ 

pees and 2000 candy of ' 'batty * 'on condition that they proteot ■ 
the creeks and mouths of the rivers along the western coast# 

Qiild also applied to the French Directoiro at Surat for assist¬ 
ance, conformably to the fourth article of the lii rine Treaty be¬ 
tween France and England, and through thorn he also appealed to 
Van Vogel, chief of the Dutch factory, in consequence of the 
treaty between England and the States General of Holland# 

In the meantime, Harris, wno had been unaele to leave 
Surat, was ordered to endeavor to keep the fleet of the Sidi 
from leaving that harbor, as this would mean an actual outoreak 
of hostilities a/.ainst Bombay# ;Ho was to lay great stress upon 

the kindness with whiGh the Mughal's' subjects had be;n treated by 
the English, and their unwillingness to proceed to actual hostil¬ 
ities# But the return of Caet# Andrews, who had boon sent to 
tho Persian Gulf i with one interloping ship and six Mughal ves¬ 
sels, whioh had been captured while sailing under Dutch colors, 

1Bruce, Vol# II, p. 60-4* About 1 ,'000,0001 bs. of a sort of 
grain, may bo some sort of rice# 


Digitized by Tooele 




Digitized by Tooele 



107 


Bade it Impossible to conceal any longer tho true state of affair 
Andress was ordered to proceed to Surat* and in conjunction with 

the other English vessels there to prevent tho departure of tho 

fleet of tho Sidbi. 

At thi3 time Aurangzeb was oarrying on operations in the 
Deccan* and the news reached Surat of his oonquest of Bijapur and 
Golconda (1007) This meant ti:at he would do aele to direct his 
attention to affairs on the wo '.tern coast* and perhaps take an ac¬ 
tive part in hostilities* either against the English at Bombay* 
or at Tort St* Cecrge* This station* however* managed to hold a- 
loof from the war* 

The conduct of Child at this erlsis* although he had . 
aoted with considerable foroe and energy up to this time* is not 
•o inexplicable as it tray first appear* He endeavored toavoid 
open hostilities* and endeavored to attain his ends peaceably by 
negotiation* The appointment of a new governor at Surat* Muoktar 
Khan* a nobleman of tne highest rank and a relative of the Mugh¬ 
al* lei him to hope for an amicable settlement of differenoes* es¬ 
pecially as this governor had hitherto proven himself well dia- , 
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posed toward the English* Bruce In the opening sentences of 
his narration of the events of 1588-0 says* " When the Court had 
determined to levy war upon Aurangzeb *•••* and had appointed 

Sir John Child to be Goseral or superior of the whole of the Com- . 
pany'i settlements* with the objeot of aoquiring a fortified 

station in Bengal* they were ignorant of the conquest of Bijapur 

l 

and Colconda and the deollne of Sambnaji'd power* " These events 
say have had their due weight with Child* who was beginning to 
realize what a task he had undertaken* and especially the un- 
seasonableness of the undertaking* This may aooount for his en- 
deavors to patoh up some sort of a peaoe* It must be borne in 
alnd* however* that Child assumod the whole responsibility of 
the war on the western coast* and offered in case of failure 
to stand forth as the scapegoat so that the Englisn might not 
lose any prestige thereby* 

Leaving Child and his attempts at negotiation with the 
new governor at Surat* it is time to examine the results of Sir 
Joslah Child'* polioy in Bengal* At the last mention of affaire 
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in that province Charnock was established on the site of Calcut¬ 
ta* awaiting the arrival of his vakil from the Nawab with a more 
favorable treaty* The Court of Directors had not been entirely 

satisfied with the trend of af fairs, as i3 shown by their letters 
to Charnock and his associates* " We observe that you are so 
fond of peace that you would find contradictions in the king’tf 
and our orders, to cover your avarice aid faintheartedness, whese 

wiser men than yourselves can't see the least shadow of contradie* 

1 

tion* " Nevertheless, the Court hal not begun to despair of se¬ 
curing their ends, but write, "'We will undauntedly pursue the 
war against the Kugnal until we have a fortified settlement in 

Bengal upon as good terms as we hold Fort St* George or Bombay, 

2 

whatever it cost us*"-That fortified post which test suited tneir 
purpose was Chittagong* The Court of Directors emphatically de¬ 
clared that they were not such weak and unthinking men as to 
venture their estates in Bengal again in the hands of such false 
and rapacious villains without a strong fort at hand to revenge 
injuries* They feared, however, that their servants would be 
satisfied with a return to their former condition in the manner 

U 2. Hedges, Vol. II, p. 73. 
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of'the Israelites of old f hankering* as they did, after the 

onions and garlio of Egypt, and thereby deorive the Company of 

the fruit of all their expenditure In sending out snips men and 
1 

money* 

m The letters of the Court at this time are somewhat con- 

tradlotory* In some they express tnelr determination to make the. 
best of present conditions without renewing hostilities, while 
in others they concurs tao conduct of Charnock for dilatoriness 
in carrying out the original orders* There may have been a laok 
of harmony in the oouncils at London, or Sir Josiah Child may 
have regarded a fortified post at Sutanati as desirable as one 
at Chittagong, provide! one could be secured there* Of the do-, 
ings of Cm mock and hi3 council from the time of their arrival 
at Sutanati (toward the close of 1037) until the renewal of hos¬ 
tilities in 1668, no particulars are to bo found in any of the 
documonts of the time* On Just what terns he was established 
there. It is impossible to stats*. 

In the early months of 1883 (in January or February), 

the ship " Defence " and a frigate, commanded by Capt* Andrews, 
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had been despatched to Bengal under an extraordinary commission 

which plaoed him over Charncck In the management of affairs in 

th# Bay* .*• They (the Court of Directors) oould not have made a 

worse selection than in the oase of the hot-headed* wrong-headed* 

oaprioious and futile featherbrained skipper Whom they now sent* 

1 ' 

to the Hugli* entrusted with suoh powers* " The Court In their 
letter to the council at Madras admitted that# owing to lack of 

information from the field of operations* they were almost utter¬ 
ly at 1 oss to know what orders to give Heath and the counoil at • 

Fort Stw George* Tney had decided to rely to a great extent upon 
his Judgement* which proved to be almost an unknown faculty# and. 
in case their servants had concluded a peace and had not secured ' 
some fortified post* ( it did not matter much wnether it was Chit¬ 
tagong or not) it was to tho Directors as if they had cads no 
poace at all* In that case# Heatd was to proceed against Chitia- 
gong* which* not being apprized of the coming of such a form id*), 
able foe* would be unable to withstand a bold attack* In case the 
post which had been secured by Gharnock and his associates was 

1* Hedges# Vol* II* p*78* 
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unsuitable for the purposes of the Company as a fortified seat • 
of power* the Company's factors were to he placed on board the 
n Defence ” and removed to Chittagong* It would seem that fail¬ 
ure to capture this post was not reckoned upon in these lnstruct- 

i ons* 

The two letters which set forth in detail the events 
which followed Gapt* Keith'S arrival at Sutmati are from the 
pens of Chamoo'-c and the cacti in himself* The accounts, tr-o reform 
differ somewhat In character* Iloat.t naturally onto fortn ills own 

conduct in the most favorwle light* His actions* however* justi¬ 
fied Yule'S characterization of tho man* " He may conjecture tnat ■ 

bluster had jot him this promotion* and that tno promotion itself 

l • 

had turned his head*;" The Company’s opinion of his actions may 
oe Inferred from the following extraot from tneir annalist* H He 
aotad fromthe impulse of his own feelings rather than in ooncert 
with the agent and council or in obedience to the Court's com¬ 
mands* By his imprudence ho lout .all the advantages which nigat • 
have been obtained, and for a time the continuance of the Company 


1* Hedges, Vol• II* 
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1 ' 

trade In the Canges* M Orme terms him " a nun of courage, but -of 

2 

a variable disposition, not far removed from craziness* " 

Heath arrived in Balasor Road, 12, Sept*, 1683, where he 
fell in with the”Ptlncess of Denmark” and two of the Company'^ 
sloops* On Sept* 20th, he reached Sutanati, where he disoiosed 
his Instructions to the council and agent, and immediately display 
ed his authority and Importance (on the authority of Charnock ) 
by rejecting a proposition mado by Charnock that each member of 
the council summoned to deliberate on tne east course of action 
should write down thoir opinions apart, and that these should be 

the basis of further action* Although he had been enjoined to 
take the advice of the agents in Bengal, ho praotically disre¬ 
garded all of their opinions, notwitnstanding their better know¬ 
ledge of the state of affairs, and decided to leave Calcutta as 

soon as possible*. It mattered little to the captain that the a- 
gent and council were expecting an emtdssary from the Uawab, 
from whom they hoped to obtain favorable accomodations* .His 
whole course of action Is characterized by haste, impatience, and 


1*! ,Bruoe, Vol* II, p* 647*; 
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utter disregard of tho advice of those acquainted with native 
affairs. The 17th of Novemoer, therefore, found the Company'.* 

servants ani oosoessions anchored in B? 1!> cor Road. Th rr e of the 
Company's’ servants -.rere sort on c or; at various tints with mes¬ 
sages, the contents of which were unknown to Cnarnock, out which 
he supposed were demands for the men and goods ashore. On the 
27th these returned asserting that the governor had offered to 
enter into terms on thj cart of the ?3a#ab, and as a guarantee of 

his willingness, was ready to send off to tnom all the goods and 
factors except two. Ins Nawab promised the English that if they 

would assist him with 1000 horse and 2000 foot in Araiun for 
12 months gratis, he would acooia to their demand3 in Bengal., 
Ilie oownissioners assured the native that they would do their 
osst to bring about this result, and consideraole good will was 
manifested on Doth sides. Heath, however, was not satisfied to 
await the outcome of this negotiation, but, not wi Listen'di ng the 
governor had threatened to out to death the Englishmen left' 
ashore if an attack wore made, and the fact that the two Eng¬ 
lish factors at Dacca and in other parts of tho adjoining coun¬ 
try were axposed to danger, on tno very next morning unde pre¬ 
parations for an assault* . tinon tno governor was informed of the; 
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Intended hostilities, he assured Heath that a perfectly satis¬ 
factory perwanna was on its way there and would arrive in three 
days- tine, but the next day ( the 29th ) Heath moved upon the : 
fortifications, and by doing this before attacking the town, gave 
the governor the opportunity of seizing the Englishmen In the: 
town with the threat that as Capt* Heatd favored the town, so 
the English in his custody should be used. Still ” grosser er¬ 
rors ” (to quote Charnock'd own letter) were committed. Parties 
went out and committed great outrages against friends and ene- _ 
mies* A'Persi an of high r^nk, a v/e 11-wi sne r to the Company, was 
shamefully cal treated, many of his women killed, and his eunuch 
cap tu rod* Wives and daughters of Christians who had taken sanc¬ 
tuary in the church were violated. The English factory on this 
occasion was burned by the governor and the Company’g servants 

who had been previously taken prisoners were carried up country* 
Although communications arrived from the governor of Ballasor 
and the Mawab, by which Heatd was advised that th9 Hawab would j 
not grant their requests till the agent had confirmed mat Capt* 
Heatd by his letter to the Kawab had promised, and it Degm te 
look as If an accomodation of difficulties might be reached, 

Heatd could not wait but left for Chittagong about the 25d of ■ 
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December* reaching Chittagong Road Jan* 17* Here a consultation 

was held as to the advisability of attacking the place* and "all 

1 ' 

things considered it was concluded in the negative*." A letter 
was dispatched to the Nawab, although against the wishes of Heath* 
informing him of their arrival " purely to serve him*;" On 
this occasion Heath repudiated his promises of assisting the Na¬ 
wab, affirming that there were " nothing out lies wrote on both 
1 ' 

sides* " Disregarding the favorable reception which he met with 
and the prospects of arranging matters satisfactorily* Heath hur¬ 
ried off to Afakan the 31st of January* This move was in accord¬ 
ance with the instructions of the Court in case of a failure to 
take Chittagong* Following out the details of tnese instructions* 
proposals were made for a settlement in the dominions of the : king 
of Abakan* ; These proposals were rejected and* as a last resort# 
Heath offered to assist a revolted chief against his liege.lord*; 
This offer met with favor and might have secured for him the ob¬ 
ject of his expedition, but " the same impatience in this as in 
preceding cases marked the conduct of this officer* " Again, 

he would not await the issue, but weighed anchor for Fort St*; 
George* where be arrived with the agent and council of Bengal 

1*' Hedges* Vo 1 • II* p* 83* 


Digitized by Tooele 


Digitized by Tooele 


m 


and all the Company’^ effects March 4, 108S* Cfoarnook comments 
on Heath* d conduct as foil ows, ** Capt.« 'Inath , trio o 1 ng f ror. port 

to port without effecting anything, hath not only re n do real our 

nation ridiculous, but hath unhinged all treaties, cy snich means 

1 : 

the trade of Bengal will be very difficult to be ever regained*,” 
Or me asserts tnat Heith'd conduct » crazy and irregular 

as it wa3, produced bettor effects than could hive seen expected 

" from measures dictated by th 3 me s t prudent councils,” and that 

the Navab was thoroughly convinced by his actions that tiio Engllb 

2 

llsh did not care whether t.ioy traded in t.iat province or not* 
Fearing th-e wrath of his superior Au rang zed, if he permitted so 
nluaole a trade to slip through his hands, ha immediately oe- 
eought Charnook to r turn to Hugll, ” promising all the immuniti® 

ties, the denial of watch had been the cause of the 1 to conten- 

3 

ti'ons* Chamook, accompanied by his factors and thirty s ol - 

diorc, immediately set sail for Sutanati, where they arrived in 

July or August (1.090)* The following yoar a firman was obtained 
froe Aurangzob for a trade custom froc on coniitlon that the an- 

Mai sum of 3000 rupee* a be paid* 


Hedges, Vol* II, p* 85* 
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Ste*nrt 1 £ account of tea events v : \ion foliovoi Ch a mock*.3 
arrival at Nairas diffor in some of the os contiul joints. lie 

says that It i\z th > ap *oi nta ;nt of i n-.» # II 4 v-a o for tne ^overn- 
oont of Bonsai* lorahim Khan, a .nan of strict justice an! a ooh -• 
vor in the advantages of triic ani a ;ri cu 11 1 ro# v/.ied hai oon- 
sldoraclc to do #itu tuo li aeration of tne Co-.:. ipany's! x-ents scio 
wore confi.noi at Dacca# and tuo restoration of tno English* Then 
too# altnou?h Auran^zoo na.i co n nan.Ie 1 tno expulsion of the 3n?;- 
lish from all oarts of his dominions# " he always made nls pas¬ 
sions suoservient to hie policy an 1 v-»3 sensi-cle teat ho derived 
a oonsidoraolo al i to his revenua by t ie commerce cirried on by 
tno Sn'lisu# also that t:> 0 i r s ties of var coili much annoy his 

subjects and provint all Intercourse oet^oen Ills dominions and 

1 f 

itaoia, thereby putting a stop to tno pil~ri;:.a visiting Mecca," 

»nd therefore entoroi into negotiations for peace. Tuese #ero 

douotloco tno real causos of too r*t-irn of the English* " Ho# ii! 

Joo Charncck for tno third anl last time oitch nis tabernnclo in 

2 

whatever form hers on the fated site of Calcutta#" out in re*ar! 
to his doln^ horo for the next three years# the documents of tno 
ttrao are comparatively silent# 

1; 3tc*/art# Bengal# p. 325. 2. Hodyos# Vol. II# p. 37. 
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While these events were being transacted in Bengal, 
affairs on the western ooa 3 t were not meeting the expectation of 


the Court in London* It is true that Sir John Child hid negotiate 
ted a provisional treaty of peace with Mukhtar Khan, tae new na¬ 
tive governor of Sitrat based largely on the thirty five articles 

of grievance, and it had been stipulated that the En^lisn should, 
pay but two percent customs instead of three and one half, which 

nad been formerly exacted* This scoming success had elicited 
auca praise fro;:, too Court In Loader, cs v:ell as a sjbstmtial 

token of t .eir appreciation in the shape of 1000 guineas* This 
trivial success acted upon the Court in Lon ion like strong bran¬ 
dy, and called for. the following letter with regard to the pos¬ 
session of St* Thome, under the dut.a of Aug* 27, 1633, " fr.e 
subjects of the Mughal cannot bear a war witn t ;ie English for 
twelve months together without starving and dying oy tnousands 
for want of work to purchase ricej 'not singly for went of our 
trade, out oecause by our war wo oust met their trade with all 
Eastern nations, which is ten times as much as ours and all Euro- 
psan nations out together *.« vfe conclude that the Mughal’^ gcw- 
ernors will never give us fresh provocations or deny you St*; 


1 

Thoae, " Bruce affirms that considerable justice that the un- 


!• (fheoler, Madras Records, Vol* I, * 209-10. 
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tofevtainty .of the situation of the Company at home made the Court 
of Directors regard this treaty between Sir John Child and the 

governor of Surat as of more consequence than it appeared to he 

1 ' 

when the Court irere first informed of it* ; 

But the hopoa of tno Chili were doomed to discapointment*. 
The treaty was found to be a mere artifice to gain time, either 
until the governor eculi learn tne 3t_atus_ juo of tne English in 

Bengal or receive further instructions from tne emperor* Child, 
suspecting this duplicity, embarked at Bombay on tne 9tn of Oot- 
ofcer, 1888, and appeared bofore Sunt witn seven snips, hoping to 

frighten the governor into ad.nering to the treaty. Although at 1 
this time an opportunity /fas afforded a part or all of the Ifugh- 
al'sf fleet under the command of the Sidi, sMca ley in tne neigh¬ 
borhood, Child did not think it advisable to offer such an af + ( 
front to AUrangseb on account of his successes in the Deccan, and 
the consequent danger to which Fort St* Ceorge was exoosed,and. 
because he feared that all hopes of negotiation would do ruined, 
by such a course of action*.His quarrel was vita tne governor at' 
Surat rather than wltn Aurangteb, wno up to this t i me had found 
considerable to occupy his attention in controlling his own sub- , 

1.' Bruce, Vol* II, p. 818. 
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Jects* Low comments on this course of action as follows* • 'Thus 
as has so often happened when civil commissioners have hampered 
the aotion of military or naval commanders, the honor of the . Ser¬ 
vice and of tne British name, and as eventually appeared in this 

instance, the interests of his master were sacrificed to pollti- 

1 

cal exigencies# ' This show of force was unavailing* Mukhtar 
%han soon tbr~".v off the mask of friendship which he had assumed, 
and on too 23th of December, 1333, seized and imprisoned Mr* j Har¬ 
ris and Mr* Cladman, the factors at Surat, confiscated the Com¬ 
pany*^ goods, and offered a large reward for seizing Sir John 
Child alive or deid* 

Bruce declares that it was Child’d measure of leaving 
Mr* Harris at Surat to preserve the Company’if house and property, 
and to avail himself of any opportunity presented of opening ne¬ 
gotiations with the governor which was the cause of the ultimate j 
failur: of all the plans for which the far had been commenced*; 
However this may be, it is certain that Child spent quite a littfe 
valuable time in endeavoring to provide for the safety of the 
factors and goods in Surat* Although he perceived his inability 
to impress the governor of Surat with tho seriousness of his in- , 


1 .'Low, Indian Mavy, Vol* I, p*75 
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tentior.s, r:e no ve rt'io los * contin od off 3 v 11 y in tin uopo of 
finding so?,.) means of rescuing Harris ani r.is coincil* Binding 

tlii3 lrpooslolo* ho returned to Eomony* an.l will? on ils .vay 
thorn captured 4© of the Mur;hal'd convoy of tradin' vessels* n .* 
merely detained tno ships* awaiting an answer to a letter amici 

he JlspitohoJ to Auran^ieb* representing his o/n paolfic dispo¬ 
sition and comp lai nin.r, of the false ani orirosivn conduct of 
Hukiitir Khan, aliln^ tint no naJ trfloi ^one to Svally to prove 
hi 3 re* liners to accede to any reasonable accomodation* 

Hamilton who writes f tot. a personal knowledge of tie 
events* affirms tint Sir Jo'nn Child soiled ties-*' vessels against' 
the advlco of the greater onrt of his counoil* Tho son of floors 
wore also op-osoi to the me\3urn* Caet* Hili.r* t io oldest* ad¬ 
vise : Chili not to " modilo vfitr. tr.o corn fleet eooajsa it would 
st raiton tie army* ani force tnor* to look auroai for provisions* 
where it ~.t *.;t cost oe procured* ani perhaps mi ^.it afloat Bom¬ 
bay* v;.. i or. a' as in a ;rcat me a s ire beholden to t;eir noi.^h bors for 

1' 

sustenance ani firewood* •* Hero too nuon confiienco can¬ 

not co placed in Hamilton* who oannot f.ni any ^ood tiling in 
Chill* Lev is oviiontly fol lovin' Hamilton* .vhoi :io ooncludos. 


1 * dnr.i 11 on , Hew Acc o jnt * p • 213 
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” uo ; o/:r» vit., t ^ lo:; mi parity t • 

.11 3 '• 1' oO •" , i r. , -T. » ~ 1 I' U 0. 1 T5 * j I u 13 i to 0 O I t i 

1 r 


:',.rC3J ill 
a 7i ; cl t i i s 


oxporlonco.! officer#"' 

tf.ii 1 ‘ ' f < 11» rs voro in t.iis s i tuition, tno f loot of too 
Siii* Yakooiy IO-tn* consistin' of lt'siios ani 70 ‘uilivats» j:u 
D an la-IU japur# Inasmuch as it ns r*vorte i tnat t.;o Si i i intonie^ 
to invade tno lslarti, a procooiinx vr.iic; tfouli not bo entirely 
unexpected in the faoo of ovints» C. i 1int i';!.<to I tunc any Slove¬ 
ne r: t # ha t so S vn r of t.iis X loot •/ o n 1 ; oo ro 3 . r 101 a .3 r.osli !•? to 
Bogibay ani nc v/oili tasrof or- oo-.si .lor hia 3 an nr.:> At -to is 


timo Chili ni.irosooi a lottor to Port Ct# Coor'o !>1 < “talny fc-re~a 
for tool r ccniict in ..nkiny overtures to too ;u;'.nl for \ treaty, 
as thojyh they fonroi tio Issjo of t.o nr» It /is Jict s u cn 
oor.'luot as t *. i 5 < 7.1 i ci incou ra 30 I tUo violent 0 rocoo j ir.~ a^iinat- 

the Co.'pany at Carat# ( :h. 1 Cnili wielioi too s./or! at t.iis cri¬ 
sis si to as mo ch vl^or as his pen* ne ai ~hit not nnvo nah occasion 
to blauK* his associatos for imitating iis o/n coni act* ) II a as¬ 
sures too Court in London tnat no //as resolve! to cent ini a hos¬ 
tilities an i " oy no moons to yield to tao Jisko.’ioraolo expedient- 


1 * Lo -it * I n i i 1 n 
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of purchasing a peace* ;** He would delay attacking the Sldl irf 
fleet as long as the safety of Bombay would admit# beoause he > 
was unwilling to irritate the Mughal too much, as the conquest* 
of GolconJa and 3ijaour» and the probable reduction of Sambha- 
ji*rf country hud increased his pov/er considerably since the war 
first aroso* The conquest of Salsetfce, whibh had been suggested 
oy the Court, would be impossible at tr, is time, as there -ore 
not enough soldiers to defend that island, or ev-^n Bombay* The 
native troops began to desert on the very first intimation of the 

approaoh of the Sidi'S fleet* 

These events conclude tno first stage of the war on the; 
western coast, w -at’may be called the of_f_ 3 nsi_vo stage* .rhus far 


the o roc on dings of Sir John Chili had not been carried oat -with- , 
out some littio degree of success* Thenceforth ne met with notnig 
ing out disaster, and this was largely due to his belief, which to 
he evidently haU fro* tho woty outbreak of hoatllltlas that a 
vary little show of cover wo-il-1 accoeolWh his enis. Th. float .of 
the Stdl soon manifested Its hostility, bat, o«ln» to th-e absoaco 

0 f , part -of the English ships which aal sailed for Europe, or 
[tom other causes. Cilia uld not attack, out.!!!. 
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maintain a defensive attitude oehind the wall of So-noay Castle* 
This fort w*s built on a point of rocks that jutted out Into tha 
sea, and stood within 500 paces of a hill called Dungerse, waich 
overlooked it* It was in tne snaoe of a regular tetragon, whose 

outward ooly^or. ras a^out 500 puces, anu was built of good hard 

1 • 

st.cr.c, and capable of mounting 100 pieces of cannon* 

The fleet of the Sidl accordingly mado several descents 
upon the island, capturing Mazagon, Kaiiira, and Sian* The fort of 
Mazugon was captired on the morning of the 13th. Altnougn so 
si tu ite 1 that t no sea dofondel three sides of it, its defenders 
fled with so inch h’ste that eight or ten chests of treasure, con¬ 
taining ip out 1000£each, -vero aoandoned to the enemy. Four cnesb- 
of new arms, fourteen cannon, two mortars, some powder shot and 
shells alie foil into the hands of tne enemy* The fort at Mahim 
was abandoned before the enemy came in sight* This became the 
headquarters of the Sidi* The next day some of t.ne enemy appeared 
on the nills in the neighborhood of t.nis fort," and it ( in 

tne words of Hamilton ) grieved our General’s' rigateous soul to 

2 

see infidels come so near aim in an hostile manner. " He accord- , 


1; Hamilton, Vol. I, p. 164. 
2. do. p. 219. 
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Ingly dispatched a certain Caot. Poan, ” who was no ’cotter sol- 

1 f 

iier than himself ,” with t vo companies of about seventy man aach» 
to dislodge tho enemy from their position* But part of the Eng¬ 
lish force broke at the approach of tho natives, wno outnumbered 

tnom ton to one, ani t no valiant Pc an was f oi -^.ost in the rotroat 
and ran so fast tnat no did not stop to look o.’.cn to see wnat-had 

so come of his men until ne hi) reache u a place of safety* A' cer¬ 
tain lieutenant Monro bravely withstood the attack witi those wlio 
remained, soma fourteen men, but they wore cut to peices* Hamil¬ 
ton characterizes Poan as " a follow as well made for running as 

rv 

at 

any I ever saw* ” Sucn was tho singular absence of discipline 

and order among the English forces* A certain Capt* Consott, of 

the ” Borkley Castle ”, refused to cooperate with the garrison, 

and desertion soon manifested itself among the English troops*} 

This drew from Child the discouraging statement ti»at ” the loss 

of one European was of moro consequence than trio death of one: 

3 

hundred blacks*” A^ain and again, previous to tho outbreak of t 
the war, tho Court in London had urged tho necessity of adequate' 

1* Hamilton, Vol* I* p* 219* 2. Hamilton, Vol. 1, p* 221<k, 

3. Bruce, Vol. IJ.p. 333. 
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f ortlliciti ona and an effioent military system in Bombay by which 
the Company mi-r/ne be orcoarc i to toll tto o/n 1 1 oase of a war 

with any Indian power# but these orders were evidently neglected# 
aotwi thstandin? the fact that the dangers which follows such 

an absence of discipline wore significantly brought home to Sir 
John Chili an.i nis associates oy tnat almost r-ilnous mutiny of '. 

1982 . 

T:io Ccvc-rnor an i hi s -ariison# which amounted to only 
2,r>00 ..on# of //nan o t Ij a r.-.-.al 1 part .vorr 2urope « ns » wore so 
closely no s i .1 In Bombay Cant. Jo tint they n ou 11 banc be n 
foroed into a surrender t - '.r©a~h l?ok of provisions* had it not 
been for tie effective service of 30:20 c: the Company*d cruis¬ 
ers which sup'lied the </.-.nis of the garrison oy capturing pro¬ 
vision ships belong in.’, to the Mufpal and nis su eject s* 8a.nl It on 
was f orcoi into tin servin'; at thl 3 time ani :n io several cac- 
t 4 .r 0 c o'* tits c nr.ctor. ills i-so dpi ion of t.m con iiii on of tna : 
?onp ; uy cvi Jototit.s p,; r-diel u. 0.1 for tie nun facts* Tie. 
months from Aeril lo Sop to asc r /ore spin* M v • ry 111* for pro¬ 
visions » rew scuroo by trio auiition of 3000 Seva joes# that-were 
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1 ' 

employed as auxiliaries in the military sorvico of tho Company#" 

He accused the adni nlst rati tfn of plunderin'; the cruisers which 

brought in p»visions. w 'When wa brought-our prices in# our ciiosts 

were severely searched# and ill we saved any of our pay# it was 

seized for tho Company’s use# as money wo had found in tha prices 

2 

which mado us careless In pursuing tho enomy at sea.;" 

The appointment of a governor at Surat( Ettimand 
Khan ) gave Sir John renews* i of effect} .v; *> sett lament# 

but these negotiations do not seem. to have met with any suocess. 
On tho 10th of Docembor# 1639. Chili despatched Mr. Weldon and 
Mr. llavarro accompanied cy Ho ah Kixaury an o mi non! mo ran ant# to 

the J{U'~hal'g camp at Sljapur# to endeavor to open negotiations 

* 

for a treaty of peace# end to ootain a firman, for the restoration 

of tnsir p ri v i 1 •••pes cf t rad 3 and tne recovery of the property 

wnic.i . : t ooor. i <..\d oy Mu kb t a r ILian. It was the ill suooos3 

3 

we had asnore teat made o:r C.neral sick. " Unfortunately for 

the English# these negotiations ware ante red upon at a most ua- 
favoraolo T.omont# as AUranjnob had Just ciptirri Rairi Castlo 


1; 

Ha tail ton# 

Vol. I 

2. 

Jo 

p. 223 
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1690# ini ,'\z f oil c.'.*o i 0 j tin r* 1 its^ of Mr. -I^rris and tde otnor 
servants o: tao Company i rsv. t.ceir lions* If da ,11 ton nny oo re¬ 
lied upon# <fc«A unfortunate men vi»r~ .-.a In to siffor ovory in¬ 
dignity pouriolo without :ci:e; s-j j jncto i to ictiil vi olonco* Taoy 

wore >n r»do d tdroapu toe st r t a vitn irons a out tu-uir n'joka 
amid t ip nieces ana scoffs of t.no r.i t i v- pop j istion# woo enjoyed . 
tnc o jo ct * c 1 c o: u-r- lay t.:«n Cay lisa croup-, t io / a so Iga*, 

r : *o i m <■> ri o. 1 ilr::..a •: > .u also folio /1 a ay tac ovaou*t Ion 
of Bo.aoay ,y tn9 Sill's a ray on tnc Btn of June, on tde payment 
of a fin- 4 o" l^OOOjp • Accor i in; to Ha nil ton ne l--ft .v-Plnd a 
tern .l~ pi 17:0 -vuicn v r oo j t havoc a,.cn; tno /» rrison* 5 a t tne 

untica ltd i nn ss of Do *33 ay previous to tais .nr is »t tested 0 y otaor 
•vutnoriti is, A p 1 \; j 2 re;oi tno ro as early is 103?# and the ser¬ 
vants of t 1 v vom.vtny cops 1 li ne i of t•«•*'» r l<*c < of ueniciaus* .Tao 

tom* of t.i e treaty are refer rod to j y Brace as " aa aroitrary 
act of despotism tovnri tn 0 Snylish ••• It vas e : > ressed in toms 
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nni with coolitiois or*- :i \ r. i 1 : :t i n •* i 1 1 ••or: o)rn:si vo ta-xn any 

w'sico ':•*.! occ lr re J f ror. tn: first o ■: 11 i e.,r: n t ci x:\ Snjlis-i fac¬ 
tory in Iniia* T:io Company -/era iuv to ad mi t ted» not as sjo- 
j <5 o t :5 of an i nbo pen.font so v r:*i . or ;s avfr a ro* «.t bom- 

bay, out as criminals .vacs.: o.ninf :i a • ; .>.-#* “ • i pm-ori s:.!, n n 1 t cm- 

I: 

so 1 vas aimi 11 e i to li vo in visia 1 ipe or slu.ij, only. " 

1’ho translation of tne lesroo, iitoi 27 J’oo., 1339-90, 
is as follows: " All t >o Sn f 1 is.i • a v i n main a most nubble, sua- 
rai ssi v: petition, t l t' n c.ri • . s t toy nave .ion: nay jo pirionoi, 
a n J r::;"ota i an :to:r fir ».a n, to ,.i j !<o t n n i r so i oj f orji von mani¬ 
fest, :ni s nt tapir v-k^lj to too usavnly a •. 1 aco, tns most 
i 11 j o t ri o t j in too vorii, to ^ a t tae royal fa/or: anf Gttimand 
Kian t io Governor of 3urat'd petition to loo i.-.aois coart, equal 
to the cf;y join* arrive. 4 ., tint tie/ »ou 1 i present to too ;reat ■ 
uinx .vita a fin: of 150,000 moons to .is ost noolo treasury 
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cording to his duly favor to all the people of the world, hath 
pardoned their faults, mercifully forgiven them, and out of his 

prinoely condescension agrees, that the present be put into the: 
treasury of the port, the merchants' 'goods be returned, the town 

flourish and they follow their trade* as in former times* and 

Mr* Child who did the disgraco, ce turned out and expo llod* .This 

1 

order is irreversiole*'? Every one may not agree with 3r:ce in 
his statements that Child'd death was a distinct disaster for t.io 
English cause in western Inii-a, sine • he by his firmness and in¬ 
tegrity had boon the main support of th9 Company'^ interests in 
India, and was the only man capable of extricating them from the. 
difficulties in which they wore involved, and further the-fact 
that Atlrangzeo made the peace depend upon his dismissal from the: 
service was a splendid testimonial of his services on oehalf of 
the London hast India Company. 

In 1390-91/ the new governor of Bombay sent homo a re - 
port of the condition of the Company'^ fortifications and garri¬ 
son* ; He affirmed that the ruinous and neglected state of their for- 

Id Bruce, Vol • II, pp. 339-40* 
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tlftcations had encouraged the Sldl to make the attack and dis¬ 
embark troops without the Mughal' s order* Sad the fortlf loati ons 
been sufficiently strong* more favorable terms might have been 
granted by the imperial firman*.The conquest of the Island had 
been prevented by the jealousy of Mukhtyar Khan* who feared the 
lnfluenoe this would give to the Sldl* The garrison had been re¬ 
duced to thirty five English soldiers through the ravages of a 

pestl lenoe. He masked for a supply of civil servants and a large 

1 ‘ 

reinforcement of soldiers* 

Although Fort St* George was not drawn into the war whloh 
was being waged on the western ooast* the faotory of the Company . 

was exposed to oon3tant danger by the proximity of Mughal forces* . 
In I860* AUrangzeb had issued orders Aor the expulsion of the Eng¬ 
lish from his dominions* and aoting under these orders* an offK 
oer and a considerable foroe were 89nt to take the English fac¬ 
tory at Vlzagapatao* These foroes arrived about the 13th of Oc¬ 
tober* 1880* and the next morning surrounded the factory and made 
known their errand* The English factors said that they oould not • 


1; Bombay Gazetteer* Tol* I* pp* 103-4.' 
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abandon the factory without orders from their chief* Then as 
one of the Rajpiftts was taking the chief factor by the hand* and. 
endeavoring to pull him out of the house* a Mr* Hall fired his 
blunderbussand killed three of their men* Thereupon Mr*.Hall* Mr* 
Stables* and Xr* Croker were murdered* the remainder taken pris¬ 
oners* and their goods seized* it this time the faotory at Mas- 
ullpatam was seized by the native governor* but it was hoped that 
a settlement oould be reaohed with him without much trouble* A 

oowle for the Madras settlements* including the English faotorle3 

of Masulipatam* Madapollam# Vizagapatam* etc** was granted some 

months after the imperial firman( .28 Dec**1590 ) and was Issued. 

1 

by Zulfikar Khan, the Mughal general in the Deccan*. 

The evil effeots upon their affairs in India of this un¬ 
successful attempt of the Company to vindicate its rights oannot 
be overestl me ted* Not only was their trade throughout India 
ruined by the attempt* for it was impossible to provide Invest-, 
ments during such unsettled times* but an even greater disaster 

had been inflotel upon the English in the loss of their prest 1 ge* 

1. Wheeler, Madras Records, Vol* I* p* 214i Annals of Vizagapa- 
tam, p* 185. Cermet\o 
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and from this they were not to recover for many years* In the 
■eantl-se another European nation was to make a similar trial and 
almost suooeed in wresting the oontrol of India from its subse¬ 
quent possessors* With this first unsuccessful attempt<at ereot- 

lns an English empire in India* the Company sank baok Into a 
state of obedience and subalssion to the native powers* Only here 

and there did an English governor venture to question the advisa¬ 
bility of granting all their demands* A generation of traders sue 
oeeded this generation of statesmen and warriors* Although Sir 
Joslah Child oontinued to exeroise a powerful influence over his 
assooiates in the Lsndon East India Cbnpany* the failure of this 
cherished soheme ended all his attempts to oarry out his ideas of 
juiutt the London East India Company ought to represent in India* 

I 

Jeooeforth* with a few exoeptions* it was to represent a number 
If traders* even to the time of Clive ( 1757 )* and he* too* like 
Sir Josiah* was to be cursed rather than praised for abandoning 
|he sphere of a more merohant’d olerk, ouying and selling Indian 
iommodl ti es* 
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The ft ret reports which had reached England of the re¬ 
sults of tttfs struggle for recognition were mpst favorable* The 
Gazette represented the English nation as having secured an ad¬ 
vantageous and honorable peaoe, bat when the real state of af- 
fairs became known, the Company, and especially Sir Josian Chili 
oaae in for a shower of maledictions, both oral and written* The 
" despot of Leadenhall St* ( as Ifeoaulay terms him ) was libelled 
in prose and verse* " This disaster had much to do with the for¬ 
mation of the English East India Company* It focused, as it were, 
all the opposition, witch had been unable hitherto to obtain a 
lever powerful enough to aotually build uo a rival association*] 
The London Company had fallen into disrepute, and therefore tae. 
task of bringing together tne enemies of the Company into an or¬ 
ganized opposition oecame much easier* In 1091, under the influ- 

# 

•nee of tie clamor whiod had arisen against the mismanagement and 
■lsbarrlages of the London Company the House of Commons addressed 

King William to dissolve the Company and to incorporate a new 
one* The king replied that, M it being a matter of great irapor- 
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t&noe* it required some time to oonslder their address*" In 
the meantime* the matter was transferred to the privy counol 1. 
for consideration* The following year* then the Commons again 
addressed the king for dissolving the Company* he replied that 

this could not do don,' without three years notice Doing given* 

1 ! 

and the settlement of this trade <ras referred to parliament*. 
Eventually* tho English Company cam'' into being as the result of 
these deliberations* 

While the *ar with the Mughal was at Its hoignt* tho 
Company puoiished an account of tho state of their trade* in 
which they affirmed that within the last seven years they had 
ouilt 15 ships of from 000 to 1300T. oaohp'in piaoo of Bantam 
they hadereoted and garrisoned tnree forts In othor parts of 
India for the pep-, er trade* they had now at sea In India and 
oomlng home llshiips and 4 permission ships whose cargoes amoun¬ 
ted to aoovs £ 580*000* they had 7 ships and 5 permission ships 
all for the Coast and 3iy whoso oargoes amounted to near £ 670* 

»• <*«•«■■« mm » ■ — — ■ * ■ <m • mm — — ^ ^ •• « • • «» • mm mm mm mm mm mm • -w • « mm mm mm mm ««• 

1; Maopherson* Vol* II* pp* 548-50. 
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OOO* and for the trade to tho farther East# 7 ships with cargoes 
amounting to about 100*000£ 9 besides about 30 small armed voa- 

30 Is constantly remaining In India* The goods wnioh remained un¬ 
sold in India amounted to it700»000* They emphasized the advanta¬ 
ges which had aooruod to them by their removal to Bombay saying 
that they had brought there the principal p<rt of t >e trade of 
Surat* and the population of the town had lncroasei from 4000 to 
50*000 families* Tr.ey represented t.noir war with the Mug a a 1 as 

aost successful* saying that he had been orought to reasonaolo 

1 ' 

terms* w.lch were confirmed by his own firman* It would seem tnat 
Sir Joalah Child had been attempting to malhtain the oommeroial 

standing of the Company at home by publishing this very pompous 
view of ttslr condition* Granting that these facts oan bo relied 

upon* tie real effectoof tie wav can be more thoroughly appreolatd 
ted* The Conxxny had sunk very low indeed* Bruoe* the eulogist 
of the Coiqany himself admits that trade was rained both at Bom¬ 
bay and in Bengal* and he would naturally be more anxious to 
place the Company in a favoraole rather than an unfavoraol© light 


1; Maopherson* Vol* II* pp* (545-5 
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CHAPTER VII* 

REVIEW OP THE CHILD PERIOD IN INDIAN APFVAIRS- WERE THE 
CHILDS ENLICHTENSD STATESMEN WHO FORESAW THE FUTURE, OR WERE 
THEY WRONG-HEADED AND IMPERIOUS MERCHANTS WHO NEARLY WRECKED THE 
ENGLISH CAUSE IN INDIA? 

Of the various son who have taken some active part In 
the building up and formation of the English power in the East# 
none have been more maligned, or their place in the history of'- 
the developement of the English in India, no utterly disregarded 
by historians, as Sir Josiah and Sir John Child* .It is laoon- , 
oeivaolo that two men of such influence and power, < as these non 
undoubtedly were ) over the minds and persons of their fellow 
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sen should have taken such a predominant part in Indian poli¬ 
ticos* without leaving some record worthy of being transmitted 

to posterity* even if that record consisted largely of orimes 
and enormi ties* jTtue history consists of an arrangement of AH 

the faots bearing on a period or century* with a due regard for 
tbs proportion Of each inoident* but when a history fails ut¬ 
terly to even mention* or at the most devotes but a paragraph 
to the work of two men who in tholr linos of polloy wore the 

forerunners of suoh men as Clivo and Bastings* about who* 

hundrods of volumes have been written* suoh a compilation of e- 
vonts is not worthy the name of a true history* This thesis has 
boon written in vain* if the importanoe of the period from 1980 
to 1890 has not been shown* It was a period fraught with exolt- 
ing events* the facts of which were the outcome of a polloy 
whose very stupendousness should at least olalm recognition* 

190 faot that so sany writers of secondary histories agree in 
discarding all the reoords of the London East India Company 
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before the time of Clive* and especially suon momentous periods 
as that dominated by the Childs may be due to a great extent > 
to the faot that suoh writers as Hami lton *followed by Anderson* 
endeavor to show the lnsignlflcanoe of the work of suoh men by 
emphasizing and attaoking their weaknesses with all the violence 
of sarcasm and inveotlve* It Is a relief and a pleasure to turn 


to a few books like J* Talboys Wheeler's " Madras in the Olden 
TLme " or Rooert Grant'd " History of the Bast India Company*? 
vnloh condescend to notico* nay even see some sparks of states¬ 
manship in non who have boon characterized as wrong-headed imper¬ 
ious merohants* Wheeler says* In noting the contents of one of 
the letters from the Court In London to their servants at-Madras 

during this period* M The man who wrote these pregnant sentenoes 
may have had a hard heart and an ungovernable temper* but we say 
EMPHATICALLY that his head was the head of a statesman* ,His re¬ 


proofs wore sharp* but they were the dictates of genius* and not < 

1 f 

the Impertinence of a mere official*" And again* he writes* The 


1* Wheeler* Madras Records* vol* 


199 . 
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genius of this man Is stamped upon the records ofjthe time* Here 
and there we alight upon passages from his pen so pregnant with 
political wisdom* that we frequently regret that our task Is 
oonfined to unfolding the domestic annals of the Madras President 
oy* ratter than to reviewing the whole history of British India*** ' 
It Is truly to be regretted that Wheeler did not undertake the 
task of beoomlng the biographer of Sir Joslah Child* for although 
he did not olalm to be a historian* the result of his labors 
Bight have given us an interesting and Important mass of material 
for the further study and ultimato appreciation of the work of ‘ 
this great chairman*] 

In giving a man his place in history* it is not necessary 
it is oven a proof of bad scholarship, to characterize him as lit-* 
tie less than an angel or a fiend inoamato* The pages of history 
like an aooount book have their debit and oredit side* What must> 
be the aim pf true history is to properly weigh* sift and arrange 
the evidenoo bearing on the life and work of any Individual* and 
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on the basis of this material, gathered from every quarter* 
from both partisans and enomles, rooognlze and assign to him his 

true place In the history of the times in which he lived*. 

Sir Joslah Child's work as a political economist■con- , 

oerns the student of history only In this, that in his writings 
he gives evidenoe of a mind whloh grasped the groat thought of 
English statesmon of th9 17th century* the Idea of the commercial 
expansion and almost world-domination of England* ;Hls hopes and 
prophecies of the future ar9 in themselves proofs of no ordinary 
mind* But it is not In this respect that Sir Joslah Child has 
been assailed* but his work In this field has rather been oom- # 
mended* and this point, therefore* conoerns one but-little* : 

The unnatural coloring which has been given to his poll-, 
oy and work seems to have been due to just two things, his desire 

to make the Company a true monopoly* and his* to the men of that- 

I 

time* incomprehensible policy of making an English empire In 
India FOR ALL TIME TO COME. Few of Sir Joslah ChiId’tf conteapo- . 
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ratios understood hinu.Burnot, In his notice of Sir Joslan 
Child'* deata in 1990* sums up his life'* work as follows* " Ho . 
was a nan of great notions as to merchandlse* which was his edu- 
oatlon* and in whloh he sueceodeifreyond any man of his tirnei he 
applied himself ohlefly to the Bast India trade* whloh by his 
management was raised so high that it drew much envy and Jeal¬ 
ousy both upon himself and upon the Company! he had a ooopass of 
knowledge and oomprehension beyond any merchant I ever knew* * 

he was vain and oovetous* and thought too ounning* tnough to mo 

1 ; 

he seemed always sincere*" This is an estimate of the man as 
expressed by an unbiased contemporary* but it amounts to but 
little in an endeavor to give Sir Joslah Child his true place 
In history* It shows, however^about how far his life work was 
appreciated by contemporaries* It was utterly lnoonoeivable to 
the men of that time* even to those who were most thoroughly 
aoquainted with Indian polltios that Sir Joslah Child should do- 
sire to go to the trouble of waging an exponsive and dangorou3 
1; Burnet* History of His Own Time* Book vi* 
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war against so powerful an antagonist as AUrang^eb. But, as has 
been pointed out before. Sir Josiah Child saw the trend of af *■ 
fairs, was vile awake, ap it were, to the signs of the times, and, 

believing he saw the possibility, nay even the necessity, of car- 
rying out a successful war of vindication in India, embarked upon 
that disastrous campaign with all the vigor of his strong and 
energetlo character* ;That he did not rush into hostilities, 
exoept after due deliberation of the matter was shown before* It* 
is true conditions were far different from those seventy years 
later, when Clive wrested the sower from the hands of a Mughal 
emperor* Although everything pointed to a dissolution of ithe - 
great Muhanaudan empire at 'the death of AUrangzeb, yet while he: 
lived he proved himself to be more than a match for his enemies* , 
The attempt# tnerefore was premature, but there oertainly was no 

lack of provocation* Then, too, as Grant points out, Sir Josiah 
had seen the Dutch successful in just such attempts to vindicate: 
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their rights In the East# but he appears to have overlooked 
the different conditions In whloh the English were placed. ;He ; 
soon found out that there was a vast difference between attaoklng 
the monarch or petty king of a small Island and the ruler of a 

vast empire. A careful student of this period would not-endeavor 
to Justify every act or every line of policy carried out-by Sir 

Josiah Child and his brother. There is a debit as well as a cre¬ 
dit side to the career of Sir Josiah. What one wouId insist upon* 
and Insist i$»n it strenmesly is to have more of the credit side; 
and not ALL DEBIT. Sir Josiah Oilld possessed an Imperious will 
and a harsh and unyielding disposition# but-his words and his act 
must be termed the diotates of genius. Just as no one admires or 
praises the love of pomp and display which mars the tiharaoter of 
the great Lord Chatham, so no one would seek for onemoment to 
justify or overlook Child'd mistakes.; 

Sir Josiah Child'^ desire to preserve the Company'* mono¬ 
poly was natural. Oil Id was a bom trader, and no one ventures 
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to deny that up to the .time of the war with the Mughal, his 

conuneroial management of the Company left nothing to oe . deal red. \ 

The profits on stock were something enormous* ;But with the'in¬ 
creasing wealth of the Company came the natural envy of those 

who were shut out from the lucrative business of trading an their 
private aocount*;All writers on political economy agree* as was 
shown in the discussion of Child's; policy* that a monopoly of 
trade is necessary in the conduct of such an enterprise as the: 
London Company* Child* therefore was justified in his policy of > 
excluding interlopers* ;Although in this line of policy he fol¬ 
lowed the Dutch* he was wlso enough to see that " what is flt'for 
one nation to do in relation to their trade is not fit for all*" 
and instead of applying Dutch laws* which made a deserter or in¬ 
terloper liable to capital punishment* M aimed at little beyond 

a strict execution of the powers already vested in the Conpany 

l 

by the aonewhat questionable authority of their charters*" 

1* Grant* History of London Company* p* 100* 
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Artother minor charge against Sir Joslah Oil Id la his 
arbitrary and seemingly Imperial conduct of Indian affairs* He: 
is said to have enforced laws of his own, as it were, over the: 
Company *4- settlements, and a letter Is cited In which he terms 

the laws of England a heap of nonsense, etc* This point Is pro¬ 
bably nuoh exagerated, and there Is further some question as to 
the aut: entlcity of t e dooument which is cited by the : ! 
enemies of the Childs* A letter was quoted on p* In which a 
sentiment somewhat akin to such an attitude is expressed, but < 

In this point Child was only acting under the authority of the: 

charters which had empowered the London Company to enact and en- 

1 : 

foroe laws conformable to reason, and H as near as might<be '* 
agreeable to the constitution of England* 

The discussion of Sir John Child’s place in the history 
of this period, and the larger sphere of the English In India, 
has been purposely reserved until the last. The main figure of 

the period was Sir Josiah Child* Sir John was undoubtedly an in- 
1; Grant, History of London Company, p* 107. 
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ferior man to his brother* He was the expression, as it were, 
of his brother in India* He has been charged with even greater 
and darker crimes* This was probably due to the distance from 
Qi gland of his field of operations* When communication between 

the East <and West was so difficult, it was easy for interloping 
merchants travelling between England and In41a to endow such a 

man with a reputation which was by no means enviade* There oan 

be no doubt that whatever mistakes Sir John Child committed in 
India were carefully ooncealed, or if they became known, were 
quietly ignosd through the efforts and Influence of his brother* , 
It was oertainly good policy for these two men to cooperate, in 
this manner* especially if Sir Josiah wished any line of his poi* 
icy to meet'With success in India* ;One is not attracted toward 
Sir John* .There are several reasons for this, and the main one 
is the faot that so little is known of his real character, and 
even this trifling knowledge rests upon the authority of violent' 
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partisans or bitter enemies* It «i3 much harder to sympath i ze^or 

appreciate the work of a man born in India* and surrounded all 
through life w.ith conditions utterly foreign to western Ideas*. 
Sir John Child made cany mistakes* not the least of which was the 
temporizing policy which he pursued in the war with the Mughal* .. 
But even in this he was wonderfully like Dupleix* who was more.of 
a statesman than a soldier* The principal accusation against -Sir 
John arose from allogod persecutions of several celebrated in¬ 
terlopers on the western coast# and although he may have exerted 
too much rigor in son© of these cases# as in that of Thornburn# 

he was only following out lines of policy which commend themsel¬ 
ves to careful investigators* One would not endeavor to justify 

the means employed to bring about his ends* ( if these charges be 
true* and it must be borne in mind that they rest largely on the. 
authority of Hamilton ) but the sound poll oy which underlay the s 
whole conduct of affairs during this period MUST NOT BE FORGOTTEN 
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All tli at ono v’OJld ask for the Childs and this period 
is RECOGNITION. T:i2 events, the men, denand this*.Ono may assert- 
with confidence that when more material becomes accessible, and 
thereby a greater light is thrown upon tneso affairs, historians 
who now regard early Indian history as of little or no account 
will delve into these comparatively untreated periods as into 
a veritable mine of knowledge. Not alone wonder, but oven admi¬ 
ration for tie men of these times will bo the result*. 
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CHAPTER 1. 

THB UNPOPULARITY OF THB LONDON EAST INDIA OO'TANY. 

The English Bast India Company arose prAnmrlly out 
of the opposition to monopolies whi.ch has for so long 
a time been an important faotor in English polities} 
and whloh is still a burning question. 

9earoely had Queen Elisabeth granted a charter to 
a • Company of merchants of London trading to the East 
Indies* in 1600 • when various complaints were made. 

These first objections, however, did not prooeed so 
much from the fact that the publio was excluded from any 

1 

share in the trafflo, as from the exportation of bullion. 
*They objected that it would impoverish the country by 
exporting gold and silver in exchange for perishable 
commodities; that the long voyages would occasion an enor¬ 
mous waste of timber and that the climate of the Bast 
would prove destructive to mariners. And after all the 
object was merely to glut the market with spices which 
the Turkey Company already supplied.* These complaints 
were directed against the Bast India trade itself, rather 
than the restriction of it to a partieularchannel and were 
probably raised by the Turkey Company which was, even at so 
early a date jealous of the rivalry of the London Bast 

1. Maepherson, p 218 . 

MeOulloeh , p 521. 

Grant, p 4. 

Anderson-* Sir William Monsen’s Naval Traits* cjOOQIc 
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Soon after the departure of the seeond voyage in 

1604 King Janes 1 licensed a Sir Bdward Mlehelborne 

and certain other persons to disoover and trade with 

Oathal (China)» Japan* Corea* Cambay and suoh other 

places as had not hitherto been frequented by the Bng- 
1 

1 ish. Xn 1616 a small tract was published entitled 

"Trades Increase"* in which it was urged that the Russian 

trade was neglected in following that to the Bast Indies. 

These complaints were seconded by those of the Turkey 

Company whioh urged that the trade of the East India 

Company was injuring theirs to the Levant. To all these 

objections Sir Dudley Digges replied in this same year 

2 

in an artlole entitled * * The Defense of Trade"*, in 

which* after accounting for the loss of ships and men 

he gives the details of the state of the Company*s 

t rade. In 1621 a further defense of the Company was 

published by Ur. Uun, a stockholder in that Oompany* 

who says* " that although the Oompany had lost twelve 

ships in the hostilities against the Dutch they had yet 

remaining twenty-one good ships and property to the 

8 

amount of 4400*000. * 

The true state of affairs in great measure may be 

1* Uempherson* p241. 

Grant * p 7. 

3« Uacpherson* p 279. 

Grant* p 11. 

8. §rant*p JUU- 


Digitized by Tooele 



Digitized by 


GoogI 





















3 


understood from the preamble of a petition and remon¬ 
strance presented to the House of Commons in 1628 , of 

1 

which the substance was, ■ that the Company hawing existed 
twenty-eight years by the charters of Queen Elisabeth, 

King lames and King Charles had traded with great success 
to India until sundry ill aeoldents from storms and 
enemies, but more especially from professed friends and 
allies ( meaning the Dutch) have infinitely damaged it; 
which misfortunes together with our annual exportation of 
foreign coin to India , have begot suoh causeless com¬ 
plaints as thereby have much discouraged the adventurers 
from trading any longer, under the general censure of all 
ranks of the nation* The Company therefore humbly pray 
that the Honorable House take the matter into their con¬ 
sideration, and if upon their examination the said trade 
shall be found to be unprofitable to the nation, that it 
may be suppressed! but if otherwise, they pray that it 
may be supported and countenanced by some public declara¬ 
tion for the satisfaction of all His Majesty*s subjeots 
and the better encouragement of the present adventurers." 
The reasons brought forward for the continuance of the 
Company werei- 

1* That it lnereased the strength of the English 

navy. 


1* Kaopherson, p 361. 
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II. That it increased the wealth of the nation. 

III. That it weakened the King of Spain and his 
subjects, by exhausting their treasure. 

IV. An answer to the common objection that the East 
India trade exhausts our treasure. 

The sudden dissolution of Parliament prevented their 

taking this remonstrance into their consideration, 

but the article was reprinted in 1641. It is noteworthy, 

however, there is no mention in the whole document of 

the Company*s being a monopoly- a fact which induces 

1 

one writer to comment on " the silence of the Company 

on that tender point" as an evidence of their prudence 

in not taking up a subject on which they would not be 

able to satisfy the House of Commons at that critical 

2 

time; and equally induces another to conclude " that the 

question of monopolies was not even raised at that time." 

3 

The next severe blow which the Company received 
was in 1635 when Charles 1 licensed Sir William Courten 
and others to trade for a certain term of years to parts 
of India, China and Japan, which the Company had not yet 
touched on the ground that the Company had neglected their 
privileges. This was a direct attack on the exclusive 

1. Macpherson, p 353. 

2. Grant, p 33-5. 

3. Macpherson p 450. 

Me Culloch p 523. 

Grant p 27. 
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trad* of tho Company. The grant was renewed for a seoond 

term of rears and the Association eontlnued during the 

remainder of the reign of Charles 1. But the attempt 

finally, ended in failure and Courten's Association 

was foroed to ask for a union with the Company, which was 

effected during the first years of the Commonwealth. 

1 

In 1652, a virulent pamphlet appeared against the 
Company entitled * strange New3 from India* intended to 
favor the solicitation of the heirs of Sir William Oour- 
ten. The Lord Protector Cromwell was in favor of free 
t rade and although he did not withdraw the Company* 8 
oharter, yet a considerable number of merchants were 
permitted to engage in the Indian trade altogether in¬ 
dependently, some of whom he incorporated as ■ the Mer¬ 
chant Adventurers* in 1654. This continued till 1657 

when the Lord Protector confirmed the oharter and monopoly 

2 

of the London Company in spite of the opposition of that 
part of the Company which had formed Courten's Association 
and which now urged the formation of a regulated instead 
of a Joint stook , in a petition to Parliament on Novobk 
ber 17, 1666. 

Cromwell*s charter was confirmed by Charles 11 in 

4 

1661 and again in 1676 with additional privileges. 


1. Maoph arson p 449. 

2. Grant p 48. 

3. Bruoe . Vol. 1, p 516. 
MoOullooh p 524. 

4. Macpherson p 679. 

Me Culloeh p 524. 
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Nevertheless sinoe these grants of the King were not 
confirmed by let of Parliament , private traders or * in¬ 
terlopers" as they were termed, frequently appeared 
within the Company*s limits. They raised a great olaraor 
against the Company on aocount of its many exclusive 
privileges and, very boldly for that time, published their 
opinion that the Company’s Charters were null and void, 
slnee the Crown could not legally grant eharters con¬ 
ferring privileges of the character of monopolies without 

1 

the concurrence of Parliament. These objections appeared 

2 

in 1676 in the letter , » from a Barrister of the Tem¬ 
ple to a country gentlem n in answer to a supposed letter 
to him on this subject, dissuading him from longer trust¬ 
ing his children’s fortunes to East India bonds." An 
answer to this appeared in 1677 entitled • The East India 
Trade, A Most Profitable Trade to the Kingdom and Best 
Secured and Improved in a Company and a Joint Stocks 
Represented in a Letter Written upon the Occasion of Two 
Letters Lately Published Insinuating the Contrary." This 
was possibly by the famous Sir Joslah Child who during the 
greater part of the reign of Charles 11 and James 11 mem- 
aged the affairs of the Company. 

His general propositions are s 

1. That the East India trade takes off a considerable 
quantity of cur native commodities emd manufactures.. 


i 


i 
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IX* That It supplies us eheaply with the most 
neoessary c ornmodities for our own oonsumption. 

Ill* That it brings us some commodities for our 
further manufacture. 

IV* That it furnishes a large quantity of goods 
for foreign markets. 

V. That it employs a great number of Ingllsh ship- 

i ng. 

VI* That it occasions the building of ships of mo ’e 

burden and force for warlike service and the defense o 

the kingdom than any other trade whatever. 

Vll. That it brings in a considerable revenue to the 

King’s Customs and addition to the natlon*s stook." 

1 

In 1681, an anonymous work appeared under the sig¬ 
nature entitled, • A Treatise 9 

wherein is Demonstrated that the East India Trade is t 
most National of All Foreign Trades*. Prom the style 
and scope of the work, Sir Josiah Child seems to have 
been the author of this also. In it , he defends Join 
stook as opposed to regulated Companies. This same 

a 

year the silk weavers of London petitioned the House of 
Commons unsuooessfully against the wear of India silks 
while the Turkey Company brought in a complaint agalns 


1. Maepherson, p 697. 
Grant p 59. 
McCulloch, p 525. 

2. Maopherson, p JT97-6. 
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them for the importation of raw silks. As far back as the 
year 1670 the English Levant Company began to complain 
of the importation of wrought and raw silks by the Lon¬ 
don East India Company^ as those artioles had formerly 
been Imported solely from Turkey. In 1681, the Turkey 
Company mads a formal complaint to the King’s Oouncil 
on which a hearing ensued. The Turkey Company alleged 
that it had had control of this trade for a hundred years 
past and exported a large quantity of English manufac¬ 
tures, while the East India Company impoverished the nation 
by the exportation of a vast quantity of gold and silver: 
and that, moreover, their trade as being a regulated 
Company instead of a Joint stock Company was much more 
open and comprehensive, since it admitted all "bred-mer¬ 
chants*. They, therfore, humbly prayed that" for the 
relief of the now languishing , but most necessary Turkey 
trade, His Majesty would be graciously pleased to permit 
the Turkey Company the exercise of the trade of the Red 
Sea and all other dominions of the Grand Signior (i.e. 
Arabia and part of Africa) according to the large extent 

of their Charter, and aocess thereunto by the most con- 

1 

▼enient passage,(i.e. around the cape of Good Hope)" In 
addition to this, nine reasons were given against the 
manage ment of the East India trade under the present 
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1 

Jolnt stock • 

1* The Company had agreed in their Charter of 1657 
that the stoek should be balanced and a now subscription 
opened at the end of seven years* 

11* They impoverished the working people of Sngland 
by sending out to India throwsters t weavers and dyers, 
and by actually setting up the manufacture of silks there. 

Ill* Though many of the first subscribers have died 
off, yet there is no liberty for young merchants to 
eome In on a new subscription* 

IV. The 80*long continuance of the stock is the 
reason for its having fallen into so few hands. 

V. They export great quantities of bullion and a 
small quantity of cloth. 

VI. Of the 550 members of the Company , not above 
one fifth are merchants, and as these last are always 
of the Committee, it happens that many of the choicest 
goods are sent home on their private accounts. 

Y11**V111« A new subscription would bring in more 
money and new merchants and thus would enable trade 
to spread to Persia, Japan, Arracban, Aoheen , Sumatra, 
Pegu, Madagascar and many other places, which are not 
touched at present. 

IX. The lenders of the dead stock of A 600,000 at 
the low intorost of 3 % hazard tholr principle for that 
low interest, while the Oompany makes 50 without any 


1* Macpherson, p 602, 
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• 

haxard. Furthermore, the lenders have only the oommon seal 
of the Company to depend upon as security In case of losses. 
The East India Company answered these objections at length; 
but no decision seems to have been given by the Council. 

During the latter part of the reign of Charles 11 
and of his successor, the number of private adventurers . 
or • Interlopers* In the Indian trade increased in an un¬ 
usual degree. The Company vigorously exerted themselves 
In defense of what they conceived to be their rights. 

This deoislve and perhaps rigorous exercise of authority. 
Instituted by Sir Joslah Child and practiced by his in¬ 
struments in India formed a further subject for recrimination 
te the opponents of the Company. The Company in turn made 

great complaints against the interloping ships, declaring 

1 

that, * the Company were at an annual expense of a £10 0, 

006 to maintain their forts , etc., and that it would be im¬ 
possible to carry on a profitable commerce if the •inter¬ 
lopers* were tolerated. The question at last earns to a 

2 

legal Issue, in a prosecution brought by the Oompany in 

1606 against Mr. Thomas Sandys, as having been guilty of a 

violation of their patent by trading without license to the 

last Indies, before the Oourt of the King's Bench. After 

a long and ourloue trial a decision was rendered by Chief 

Juatloe Jeffreys in favor of the Company. But the decision 

was asorlbed to corrupt influence and a violent clamor wa s 

Maophsrson, p 605. 
a. Ibid, p 606, 613. 

Orant, p 100. 

Me Culloeh p 525. 
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raised against the Company, chiefly through the ■ Interlopers 
and their friends. So that the"interlopers»eontinued 

their voyages to India, being encouraged by the opinion 

1 

of certain lawyers who freely declared that the King 
could not legally obstruct them by any Charter whatever, 
granted to the Company unless their exclusive power had 
the sanction of an act of Parliament. Nevertheless, the 
King sent out a ship of war to India to protect the 
Company from Interlopers"and privateers. 

This discussion was suspended by the Revolution of 1688, 
only to revive with renewed force in the unsettled period 
which followed. The meeting of the Convention Parli*. 
ment in 1689 gave the Company's opponents hopes of a suc¬ 
cessful issue to their efforts. Their opinions, however, 
were divided, part desiring an open trade, and part the for¬ 
mation of a new joint stock Company, on a more liberal 
footing. Petitions and remonstrances were presented on 
all sides both to the King and Parliament; but while the 
latter repeatedly passed resolutions in favor of the new Ooah> 
pany, the former repeatedly granted charters to the old. 

The proceedings that took plaoe on this occasion were among 
the most disgraceful in the history of the Company. The moat 

open and unblushing corruption was practiced by all parties. 

2 

"It was in fact , a trial which should bribe highest, 
public authority inclining to one or the other ae the 

1 • Maepherson, p 606. 

8, Me Oulloch, p 826. 

Ibid, Modem Universal Histor y Vol. Z , p 127 
drant, p 106. 
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lrreslstable for*# of gold direoted.* 

The Oompany had Just been to a great expense in their 

war with the Mughal. This expense together with the in- 

oessant olamors of the "Interlopers* and of the friends of 

1 

those put to death at 8t. Helena:j ointly conspired to bring 
the Company into great discredit. Printed papers were hande< 
about, relating their habits and customs, *their courses, 
and miscarriages". Proposals were also published for 
dissolving the Company and erecting a new one and the 
House of Commons was so far influenced by these as in 
1691 to address King William to dissolve the Company 
agreeable to the power reserved by the Crown in their 
Charter and to incorporate a new one. The King’s answer wa 
* that it being a matter of very great importance, it 
required some time to consider their address *• In the 
meantime , he referred it to a Committee of the Privy- 
Council ; whereupon the Company In writing, declared their 
submission to such regulations as that Committee of th# 
Council should prescribe. These were in substance that the i 
capital stock should be made up to 11,500,000 at least, but. 
not to exceed & 2,000,000 of which the present Company*s 
capital was to constitute ajpart. The present Company 

1. In the year 1683 the people of the Island of St. Helena 
refused to pay certain taxes which they alleged to be con¬ 
trary to their oontraot with the Company when they came 
to settle there. The Company taking advantage of the in¬ 
creased authority granted by their new Charter reduced 
them to obedience by force and executed certain persons. 

A grat clamor was therefore raised by the widows and relatio: 
of these persons, whose case being laid before the House of 
Commons in 1666, the House voted that what the Company had 
done * was arbitrary and illegal".Macphersob* p (1 611. 
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Jointly with the new subscribers should be incorporated 

1 

for twenty-one years. 

The London East India Compary • svindication of then- 
selves by way of reply to the proposed regulations of the 
Privy-Co' ncil of the preceding year set forth, • that the 
pr sent stook of the Company, quick and dead, was really 

worth more than & 1, "00,000 and they knew no law why 

of 

they should be dispossessedAtheir estates at an undervalue* 

that their forts, towns and factories in India were theirs 

forever by their Charters and had cost them over &1,000, 

000 sterling; and that all the other proposed regulations 

were better provided for by their present Charter than 

2 

they oould be by any ne?f one," 

This same year, 1692, the King in reply to the address 
of the House of Commons demanding the dissolution of the 
London East India Com] any replied that, ■ upon due oon- 
sideration, he could not dissolve the Company in less than 
three years* warning* during which time they could not be 
hindered from trading, no r oould a new Company trade 
until those three years were expired; - that the Company 
having rejected most of the regulations, made by the 
Committee of the Council, he was of the opinion that what 
was needful to preserve this valuable trade could not be 
perfected without the concurrence of Parliament, wherefore 


1* Maopherson, p 649, 

2. Ibid, p 649. 

3. “Account of Some Transactions in the House of 
Commons and before the Lords of the Prlvy-Oouneil,Re- 
lating to the East India Company.• Quarto 1693. 
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he recommended thm to prepare a bill for that purpose.* 
Hereupon, the House of Commons took the settlement of this 
trade into consideration, but through their own divisions 
and the Company*s great interest they did nothing effec¬ 
tual: only at the close of the session they addressed the 

King for the dissolution of the Company at the end of three 

1 

years. This, His Majesty promised to consider. 

In 1593, it happened , either intentionally or most 
unaccountodly that the Company neglected to pay the tax 
(recently enacted by Parliament on joint stock and other 
Companies) within the time limited by the Act. By this 
they legally forfeited their Charter. Yet King William 
wa3 unwilling to take advantage of this as it would hav9 
occasioned great disorders and losses to the proprietors. 

But upon this, the Company was accused of having distributed 
great suras of money to men in power. 

Nevertheless the Company obtained a new Charter on 
October 7, 1693, restoring it to all rower which they had 
had by their former Charter with the following provisor- 
• That if the Company do not accept, submit to, and 
effectually execute such orders , directions, additions, 
alterations and restrictions, eto. relating to the Con¬ 
stitution and powers of their Corporation and its trade 

1. Maopherson, p 650. 

2. *The House of Commons having ordered an examination of 
the East India Company's books, it appeared that the sums 
paid for 'speolal services' which before the Revolution 
soared y ever exceeiedt 1,200 per year had ever since gradu¬ 
ally increased, and in the year 1693 amounted to 490,000,of 
which 410,000 were traced to the King,480,000 to the Duke of 

Leeds, and other sums to other men in power.*Maepherson, r 
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and Joint stock, etc. as the King shall by Oharter ordain 

under his great seal before September 29, 1694, then their 

1 

Majesties may revoke this Charter. • 

These regulations and orders were accordingly made by 

twr. royal charters, the first of which on November 11, 

2 

16u3 wa3 In substance as follows!- 

1. All subscribers shall be members of the Company. 

11* 4 744,000 shall be the whole capital of the Com- 

/ 

pany. / 

III. None shall subscribe above £10,000. 

IV. In general court A 1,000 stock shall have one vote 
and none shall have more than ten votes. 

V. Such as shall bocome proprietors by purchase shall 
pay for their freedom &5, who, as also the new subscribers 
shall take the oaths appointed by law, and also the free- 
man*s oath. 

VI. The Governor or in his absence the Deputy-Governor 
to have a oasting vote in all courts, each of them to have 
£4,000 In his own right and each Director £1,000. 

VII. No permission shall be granted for ships to India 
on a private account, on penalty of forfeiting the Charter. 

VIII. No private cor.traot is to be made for the sale 
of the Company*s goods ( saltpetre only accepted for the 
King*8 use) but all to be openly and publicly sold and no 
one lot to exceed £500, Jewels excepted. 

1. Maopherson, History of Great Britain, Yol. 11, p 79. 

2. Maopherson, p 653 . 
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IX. The Company shall annually export to India of 

the growth and product of England to the value of 4100*000. 

X. The Company shall annually supply the Crown with 
saltpetre* 500 tons at43C - £10 per ton In time of pease* 
and 445 In time of war. 

XI. All divisions of the Company's profit shall for 

the future be made in money only. 

XII. A book shall hereafter be kept by the Company* 
wherein their stock* as attested upon oath shall be entered) 
to be viewed by all concerned. 

XIII. The joint stock of the Company shall continue 
for twenty-one years and one year before Its expiration 
books shall bo opened to new subscribers to a new Joint itosk 

The second Charter of regulation appeared September 28* 

1694, which after reciting the substance of the two preceding 

1 

charters * made the following alterations. 

I. The Company may license their ow" commanders and 
mariners, but no others* to trade on their own private acooun 
in such commodities and to such value as a general court shal! 
direct, provided entry shall be first duly made as well as 
customs paid before landing the same. 

II. To the intent that the Company's annual expor¬ 
tation to India of the value of {,100*000 of English goods 
nay truly be proved, a Just account of them in writing, 
signed by the Governor or Deputy-Governor, shall be annually 
laid before the King and Council attested on the oath of 


1. Maopherson, p 661-2. 
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the proper officers, which goods shall not be relanded 
or carried anywhere out of the Company* 3 limits, 

III. Neither the Governor, Deputy-Governor, nor Com¬ 
mittees shall lend out of the Company's money without a 
general court. 

IV. If this and the two last charters shall not appear 
to be profitable to the Crown and realm, either in whole 

or in part, then after three years warning all the three 
Charters shall cease and be determined and void; and the 
Governor and Company shall no longer continue a Corporation. 

V. The Company shall by writing under their common seal 
declare thair acceptance of and submission to this and the 
last two said Chapters or else theyshall no longer act as 

a Corporation. 

By the new subscription of •£, 744,000 which added 781 
members to the East India Company, it might be imagined that 
they had effectually secured themselves against the at¬ 
tack of their opponents. But as the Company had expended 
vast sums of money to certain members of Parliament and 
others, both for obtaining the last three Charters 
and for endeavoring to divide and buy off the *interlopers* 
and ab r ve all for obtaining an Act of Parliament for their 
absolutely legal establishment, their enemies found means 
for Influencing the House of Commons against them so far as 
to enter upon a strict examination of their practices. 

By this . in quiry it was discovered that in 1693 alone 
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while Sir Thomas Cooke was Governor and Francis Tyron , 
Esquire, Deputy Governor, upwards of 180,000 were exiended 

for secret services by the former and by Sir Basil Fire- 

1 

brace- lately bought off from the interloping interest*. 

These last two gentlemen were committed to the Tower by the 

House of Commons, in 1695, for refusing to state to whom the 

secret service money was paid, together with Mr. Charles 

2 

Bates and Mr. James Graggs, Although in obedience to an 
Act of Parliament in the year 1694, Sir Thomas Cooke made 
a disoovery of many things to both houses of Parliament, 
yet they did not give entire satisfaction as may be seen more 
fully in the printed collection and supplement of the Debates 
of Parliament of the years 1694 -5. "Upon the 1 nquiries 
into the late briberies and corrupt practices" (Quarto 
1695).The inquiry aotually proceeded far enough to implicate 
persons of great eraminence, among others the Duke of 
Leeds, against whom the House of Commons actually preferred 
articles of impeachment before the Lords. This conflict, 
however, seems to have terminated by a general compromise. 

The proceedings began to languish and being suspended by a 
prorogation of Parliament appear never again to have been 
resumed or even remembered. 


1 • In Grant*s "History of the Ba3t India Compnnyf p 110, 
he says "these practices were, in 1695, detected by the House 
of Commons who discovered that two years before upwards of 
4>200,000 had been granted by the Directors on the servltes 
in question." 

3. Maopherson, p 662. 

3. Grant, p 110. 

Commons Journal, April and May - 7 W. 
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CHAPTER 11. 

THE ESTABLISHMENT OP THE ENGLISH EAST INDIA COMPANY. 

The- cotnr Ijiints against the London East India Company** 
proceedings, together with their great losses of ships and 
rich cargoes, incurred during the war with the Mughal 
Emperor , Aurangzeb, which had prevented its making any 
dividends for several years past had by the year 1697 occa¬ 
sioned a general detestation for the Company. This broke 
out more plainly in the Spring of 1698, when the House of 
Commons took the state of the East India trade into their 

serious consideration. The Court of Directors of the Lon- 

1 

don East India Company now thought it prudent to make a pro¬ 
position to Parliament that they would advanoe £700,000 
at 4^ interest for the public service, provided their 
Charter should be confirmed by an Act of Parliament and the 
exclusive trade to India legally settled on the London Oom- 
pany. While this subject was under considerate >n and the 
House seemingly listening to the proposal the"Private 

Merchants* renewed their applications to obtain from Parlia- 

2 

ment an Act creating a new East India Company , founding thel 
application on the public prejudice against monopolies and 

1. Bruce, p 252. 

Maopherson, p 694. 
grant, p 118. 

McCulloch, p 526. 

2. w »*uce, p 253. 

Macphsrson, p 694. 
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connecting these prejudices with the discontent of many 

of the Proprietors of the East India Company, who had not 

regularly received their dividends owing to the losses 

of the recent years* They were headed by Ur. Samuel 
1 

Shepherd and countenanced by Mr* Montague, the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer* They offered to advance 12,000*000 at 
e,< interest, provided they might have the sole ':cclusive -rad 
to India vested in them and that they should not be obliged 
to trade on Joint Stock unless they should afterwards de¬ 
sire to be incorporated, in which oase a Charter should 
be granted them* The pecuniary difficulties in whichtthe 
Government was at this time Involved induced them to favo 

the latter proposal* The large offer of £2,000,000 thou 

2 

at a higher interest, was considered to be more advantage)us 
to the public than the offer of £700,000 by the London 
Company, because it would furnish the State with a greate 
and more immediate supply of money. A Bill was therefore 
introduced into the House of Commons for accepting the 
offer of 4*2,000,000. 

3 

The Court of Directors prayed to be heard on this 
Bill and the Company's Conn sen pleaded in both Rouses thei 
several successive Charters, all of whose conditions they 
had fulfilled; which among other great privileges styled 
them "Lords Proprietors of Bombay and St. Helena!" that 

1* Maopherson, p 694* 

2* Bruce, p 253. 

3* Maopherson, p 694* 

Bruce, p 253, 
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they possessed a full right to their settlements to which 

by law they had the exclusive title; and that they enjoyed 

eommeroial privileges in the settlements whloh they had 

purchased for valuable considerations. They 3 et forth, 

further, that the Company had actually acquired at their own 

sole expense revenues at Port St. George, Port St. David 

and Bombay as well as in Persia and elsewhere to the amount 

of 1 44,000 per annum, also a large extent of land in these 

1 

respective places ; that they had also erected forts and 
settlements and procured territories on the Island of 
Sumatra and on the Malabar Coast without which the pepper trade 
would have been entirely lost to England; that they had a 
strong fort in Bengal and also many factories and build* 

ings and settlements in divers other parts. They had 

» 

moreover, purchased of the India Princes at high rates many 
privileges and immunities, all which they we-e encouraged to 
do out of a firm belief that their rights and inheritances 
would on all occassions be the object of the Nation’s ears; 
that since this Bill was brought in the Company agreed to 
submit their present stock to a valuation of 50viz., 

20/f on their dead stock which they were content to warrant 
even at that rate and ZOf, upon their live stock, and upon 
these terras they offered to open a subscription likewise 


1. These revenues arose from customs and licenses for 
selling wine, for fishing, for farms of tobacco and 
betel| for quit rents, house rents, and garden rents to 
natives; passage for country ships, tonnage , anohorage 
and salvage, all of whioh were constantly increasing. 
Macpherson, p 694, 
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for 12,000,900. 

1 

In answer the Counsel for the new Association re¬ 
plied that the old Company in reciting their Charters had 
forgotten to mention the proviso therein from the first 
Charter of Queen Elizabeth to the present time; that the 
Crown which granted them reserved discretionary powers 
to make them void o*' three years warning if the trade should 
not prove profitable to the King and to the realm; that 
the King solely in his character as King could not grant 
an exclusive trade, as being directly contrary to la?; 
neither had th9 present king, in fact, granted any such 
exclusive right; that several recoveries had been made at 
law against the Company prosecuting suoh pretended right; 
that the King*s message to the Commons in 169n plainly sig¬ 
nified that the concurrence of Parliament was necessary 

2 

for making a complete and useful settlement of this trade; 
tfchat when they mentioned the resolution of the Commons in 
1691, they omitted their other resolutions, namely, "that 
it was lawful for all persons to trade to the East Indie* 
unless restricted by Act of Parliament*; that the patent for 
some trades with Joint stook - while the trades for whioh 
they were granted were in their infancy- had been permitted 
for the sake of getting a settled trade and till the first 
adventurers had reaped some of their expense and risks. 

1* Uacpherson, p 695. 

Bruce, p 253. 

2. Here they expatiated upon the bribery and other indi¬ 
rect proceedings of the Company in 1692-5. 
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Yet afterwards when such trades had grown considerable th 
wisdom of the Nation had always, or generally, Judged it 

fitting to open a way for the Kingdom to receive a general 

1 

benefit therefrom; that it was never esteemed a breach of 

public faith nor a derogation from the c-odit of the Grea: 

Seal or from the honor o** the Kings to have their patents 

annulled by Parliament , when it appeared that such grant 

were unprofitable or contrary to the common rights of the 

subjects neither did any Kings think themselves bound ir 

honor or conscience to refuse passing an Act of Parliamerh 

for annulling such grants; that, moreover, Kings having 

often been deceived in such grants, they had even been fr - 

quently annulled by ordinary law. 

2 

On the other hand the London Company again further re 
plied and urged that the property of many families, widow 
and orphans were greatly affected by this Bill and would 
lost unless supported by a fixed joint stock; moreover, the 
Bill made no provision for any determined stock • in so nr ah 
that the trade may be lost to the nation for want of suf¬ 
ficient capital to carry it on; it appearing by thirty ye 
experience that it required at least 4<600,000 every year 
carry this trar’e to its utmost.• That even during the thr 

years to Miohaelmas, 1701, the new subscribers were by this 

1 








1 . 

2 . 


The Association which was now using such arguments age i ;t. 
the old Gomrany wa3 at this time asking for and afterwa is 
obtained an exclusive trade to India* 

Maopherson, p 695. 

Bruce, p 254. 
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Bill permitted to trade as well as the old Company whioh 
was contrary to the Charters and would create great con¬ 
fusion, and would render the said three years trade allowed 
to the old Company of no benefit, because they still were 
bound to export to the value of 1100,000 annually of 

British manufactures, while the new Company were under no 

1 

such obligation. The old Company was, moreover, obliged 
to pay taxes, keep up forts, factories, etc., while the new 
subscribers we^e to have an equal benefit of the trade with¬ 
out wither ; that since the last new subscription in 1693 
the Company had lost either by accidents or the calami¬ 
ties of war twelve great ships, which with their cargoes 
would have sold for nearly & 1,500,000, and yet notwith¬ 
standing such losses, they had paid in customs since that 
period £295,000 besides 185,000 in taxes ; that moreover 
they supplied the King in Holland on a pressing occasion 
with 6,000 barrels of gun-p vder and had likewise at. a time 
of great extremity subscribed 180,000 for circulating 
exchequer bills at the instance of the treasury; and that , 
in short, many hundred families had their whole fortunes 
depending on the stock of the present Company, who would be 

utterly ruined if this Bill should take effect. It was , 

2 

furthermore, alleged against the old Company that the 
new subscribers to that Company*s stock in the year 1693 


!• •Series of East India Charters* (printed) from Queen 
Elizabeth to 1698 • 


Anderson*s History of Commerce, 
2. Macpherson, p 696. 


Vol.ll, p 634. 
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were deluded into it by the Charter then obtained by in* 
direet means, and by the hopes of an Aot of Parliament to 
confirm it,and by the old proprietors having valued their 
stock at 1750,000 whereby they shared £375, 000 of the new 
subscribers' money among themselve3& and as they had warn* 
ing sufficient by the transaction befoi'e the King and 
Council, nobody wa3 answerable for thei loss bu themselves. 

There reasons weighing or seeming to weigh with Par¬ 
liament, and some of the old Company's leaders, moreover, 
being said to have been disaffected to the State or perhaps 

because the new subscribers were the favorites of the min* 

1 

istry, an Act of Parliament wa3 passed (10th Villiara 111 
Oap.44) "for the raising of a sum not to exceed two millions 
upon a fund for the payment of annuities after the rate of 
8 r- and for settling the trade to the East Indies. * 

The substance of this Act was as follows: The ling might 
appoint commissioners for taking subscriptions from any 
persons or corporations - tho Bank of England excepted- 
for the raising of 2»2,000,000 after Michaelmas, 1698, the en¬ 
tire interest being £.160,000 per annum, arising from the 
duty on salt and certain additional duties on stamped parch¬ 
ment and paper; the new society to be called, "The General 
Society of Traders to the East Indies*. They were empowered 
to trade either directly themselves or to license others 


1• Bruce, p 255. 

Ifaopherson, p 696. 

East India Acts (printed 1786} p 14. 

Srant, p lid. 

HeOulloeh 526. 
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in their stead, but so as not to trade annually for more 

than the amount of their respective shares or stock. Yet 

the King by his Charter might incorporate the subscribers 

1 

into one Body Politic with the perpetual succession, eto. 
and the usual powers. Until that time, the subscribers were 
to elect out of their body twenty-four trustees. Corpora¬ 
tions having shares herein might trade in proportion to their 
2 

shares • Neither the general Society nor any Company that 

should be established in pursuance of thi3 Act should borrow 

or give security for any sum on the credit of the funds 

3 

granted by the Act . Neither should they borrow, owe or 

give security for any othe ’ or greater suns than should be 

employed in their trades; /hich should be borrowed only 

on their common seal and not repayable in less than six 

months. Neither should they discount any bills, or notes, 

nor keep books or cash for any person whatever, other than 

4 

their own Corporation, 5‘ additional duty, rated on the 
value, was laid on all India goods imported from Michaelmas, 
1698, to be paid by the general Society and by such Company 
or Comranies as may be erected , for maintaining Ambassadors 
and other extraordinary expenses, the overplus of which wa3 
to be disposed of for the benefit of all members. Upon three 
y e^rs notioe after Michaelmas, 1711, and repayment by Parlia 


1 . This was the intention from the first. 

2. This seems plainly designed, for what soon after happen¬ 
ed infsvor of the old Company. 

3. Macpheraon, p 697. 

4. These clauses were introduced to prevent encroaching 

upon the province of the Bank. 
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mant of the said £2,000,000 , then all the duties, privileges 

1 

eto. should oease ,provided, however, that the existing 

la3t India Company might trade to India until Michaelmas* 

1701. The separate traders formerly called ■Interlopers* , 

already gone out, might safely return. All further sale 

should be made openly • by inoh of candle* , on pain of 

forfeiting one half to the King and one half to the 1n- 
2 

former. The existing Company should pay their Just debts. 

No Sooiety that should be erected in pursuance of this 
Act should owe at any one time more than the valu9 of their 
capital stock, undivided; and if by any dividends their 
debts should at any time exceed the amount of their cap¬ 
ital stock, the respective members should be liable for the 
same so far as the shares they received upon such dividends 
should extend, besides cost of suit. 

3 

Books for aubscri; tion were accordingly opened and the 

entire A2,000,000 was subscribed in less than three days; 

and there were persons ready to have subscribed as much 

more. The law having empowered the King to incorporate all 

subscribers into one exclusive Company named the "General 

Society trading to the East Indies" , their Charter was dated 

4 

September 3, 16S8. By this Charter the individuals con- 


1 . 


2 . 


8 * 

4. 


The term was extended to March 26th , 1726 with three years 
notioe « 

This was to obviate the clandestine sales said to have 
been made by the connivance of or for the benefit of the 
Directors. 

Ifaopherson, p 698, 

Bruce, p 267. 

Ifaopherson, p 699. 
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stituting this Society were entitled to trade in proportion 

to 4 he . mount of stock subscribed, that is, each to be a 

1 

•separate trader* . The London Company taking advantage of 
ti'is clause which permitted Corporations to subscribe and 
trade to the amount of their subscription , • subscribed as 
large a sum ns they could that they might trade on it 
after their ov/n charter expired** They, therfore, sub¬ 
scribed £315,000 to the new Company’s stock* 

Two days after the grant of the first Charter, Septem¬ 
ber 5, 1698, the King incorporated the Majority of the 

2 

subscribers and their successors by Charter to be one 
exiusive Company to trade on Joint stock under the name of 
the "English Company trading to the East Indies* , to have 
perpetual succession and to trade forever hereafter to India 
to the amount of their capital stock with the customary 
privileges of having a common seal and making by-laws, 
of suing and being sued and of purchasing an undetermined 
quantity of land , etc. With this remarkable clause, which 
provided the means afterwards of uniting the two Companies , 
viz*, * that all Corporations and persons who 3hould desire 
any right or title from any of the said subscribers or their 
successor8 should be esteemed members of the new Company and 
be received and admitted as suoh, gratis* * 

1. Recital of the Incorporation of the General Society in 

the Charter incorporating the English Company, Sept,3,1698 
Printed Collection of Charters, p 206. 

2*Bruce, p 258* 

Macpherson, P 700* 

Anderson’s History of Commerce, Vol*ll, p 638* 

Letters Patent granted to the IngUi|yi6dtlompany,Sept. 5 ,16 r 
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That this Company might augment their capital stock. That 

members at their admission should tako on oath of fidelity 

to the stook Companies and should not trade to India on 

their private account, 4,500 to entitle them to one vote 

in the general courts , and no one to have more than one vote 

That this no '7 Company might establish the same courts of 

Judicature as the old Company had power to do by King James 

11*s Charter. That they shoi;ld maintain a minister and 

school-master at St# Helena and in every fort and superior 

factory, as also a chaplain in r very ship of 500 tons and 

upwards. That one tenth of their whole annual export to 

India should be in English products . id manufactures. Ths 

old or London Company was to trade i India till Sep amber 

1 

21, 1701, but no longer. 

Having thus obtained their Charter granted by the King 
and confirmed by Act of Parliament, the English East India 
Company was ready to start upon its career of opposition to 
its commercial rival , the old, or as it now called itself, 
"The London East India Company*; and the novel spectacle was 
exhibited of two legally constitut- d bodies each claiming 
an exclusive right to the trade on the same area. 

The English Company, as soon as the Royal Charter had 
brought it into corporate existance, began by appointing 
Agents to go to India and lay the foundations of a new 
and broader system of commerce within their limits , which 


X# The rest is immaterial 
ready mentioned. 


or a repltitlon of what is al- 
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1 


were precisely the same as those cf the London Company. 

The Presid nts of the factories appointed for the projected 
stations in India were veste d with the character of King’s 
Consulspcr the English .ation; and it was upon this posi¬ 
tion as Consuls that they subsequently laid the utmost 
weight in their dealings with the London Company. The 
stations decided on by the English Company wore the same 
as those of the London Company, viz., Surat , the Coast 
of ths Coromandel and Banjul, and the Presidents appointed 
for these settlements were Sir Nicholas Waite, Mr, John 
Pitt, and Sir Edward Little ton - all of whom were dismissed 
servants of the London Company, another cause for future 
r ecriminr tiou and trouble. Further Sir William Norris 
was appointed Ambassador of the English nation to the 
nourt of the -P'ughal. The object of this mission was to 
. olicit Firmans for the English nation and to render the 
English East India Company its representatives in India , 


X. Bruce, p 260. 
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CHAPTER 111. 

THIS EAST INDIA COMPANY AT SURAT. 

Sir Nicholas Waltons anointed President for the 

English East India Conrany at Surat, whioh was to be the 

chief seat of trade for the English Com-any, and Consul 

1 

for the English nation. He was a former agent of the 
London Com] any at Bantam, who had been dismissed from their 
service but had received the honor of knighthood and had 
obtained this anointment. He was accordingly sent to 
Sj rat with the general instructions that beside his char¬ 
acter of President , he was also to assume that of King's 
Consul for the English nation in that part of India and to 
open a confidential corres] ondenoe with Sir William Norris 

who was t.o be sent as the King's Ambassador to the Mughal. 

2 

He was to make a particular report on the rights and trade 
of the London Company and to transmit one copy to the 
Ambassador and another to the Court of Directors; and fur¬ 
ther he was to avoid entangling himself in any way with the 
debts cf the London Company. His Council was to consist 

of five members, the fi^st of whom (or Second in Connell) 

3 

was to be either Mr. Stanley, Mr. Annesley or Mr. Vaux- 
all of whom had been dismissed from the London Company's 


1. Bruce, p 287. 

Anderson, p 145. 
3. Bruce, p 283. 

3. Bruee, p 287. 
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•provided they had got clear of their old 


connection;" the third was a Mr. Benjamin Mewse, the fourth 

Mr. Bowne > a noted interloper, and the fifth, Mr, Chidley 

Brooke. Under them were appointed three Merchants , three 

Factors and eighteen Writers, whose ranks and salaries 

were to be as follows: ’’enchants, {,60 per annum, Factors, 

1 

140, and Writers, £20. The promotion to these ranks was to 
proceed by sonority, Writers of five years standing to be¬ 
come Factors and Factors after five years service to be¬ 
come Merchants: the salaries were to be paid at the rate 
of two shillings and sixpence per rupee. These servants, 
though they had liberty to carry on private trade from 
port to port at such stations as might be acquired by the 
Company we^e prohibited from renting farms on their own 
account and from intermarrying with the Natives. They were, 
however, to have permission to send diamonds to England, 
upon payment of a five per cent, ad valorem to the Com¬ 
pany and a duty of five per cent, to the King . The Pres- 

2 

ident was, moreover, empowered to appoint an additional 
Factor at e^ch of the stations on the Malabar Coast, at 
which he might fix settlements. Further, Sir Nicholas 
Waite|wts ordered to advance 420,000 to the Ambassador for 
the expenses of the Embassy, which the Company expected would 
be considerable. The equipments destined for Surat were 
the " Montague? with a stock estinvited at £40,000 in silver 


1. Bruce, p 284 

2. Ibid, p 287, 
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and 47,700 in goods and another snip, whose name and in* 

1 

▼oice were not specified. 

The first notice of the establishment of the English 

Company reaohed Surat and the President and Council of the 

2 

London Company there in April, 1699. Por some time, Mr. 

Lucas who had come in an interloping ship called the 
•Mary* had resided at Surat ar he Agent of the new Com¬ 
pany. In April the " Shrewsbury ■ Galley *, which was consig d 
to him, arrived with the intelligence that his Company was 
established by an Act of Parliament. The "interlopers* 
were in ecstacies of delight. Mr, Lucas communicated a 
copy to the President of the London Company, Sir John 
Oayer and then in company with Mr. Bowcher and Dr. Leckie 
made the event known to the Governor of Surat, who at once 
sent for the old Company's broker to ascertain the truth o 
the matter, With great prudence the broker informed him 
that the President and Council had received no such infor¬ 
mation, and that the "interlopers" should not be believed. 

On the following day the Governor sent for the President a 
Council and in the presence of the "interlopers* and of th 
principle merchants of Surat asked them if they acknowledged 
the Act of Parliament. They replied that they did, but the 
London Company were allowed by it to trade to September , 
1701, and that they had received no orders to resign their 


1. Commission and Instructions from the Court of Directors 
of the English Company to Sir Nicholas Waitf)and Council 
at Surat, April 4-5, 1699. 

2, Bruce, p 309. Anderson, p 144-5. 
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rights to the persons who came by the " Shrewsbury galley "; 

nor had these persons any power to dismiss th8m. The first 

idea of the Governor wa3 that the Factors would disown their 

1 

pecuniary engagements. He, therefore, ordered the broker 
on pain of corporal punishment to give security that the 
President and Council would not leave the town and com¬ 
manded them to be confined in the Factory till such se¬ 
curity shoald be given. Subsequently, he ordered the 
broker not to pay any money to them until he should examine 
the London Company*s aocounts. A few days later, he 
sent for their Shroffs and ordered the principle of them to 
be beaten till they gave an account of what bullion the 
Coni any had sold to them and what price they paid for it. 

It should be observed that the Governor*s temper had been 
severely tried by the loss of two lakhs of rupees, which 
he had on board the "Quedah Merchant" , when it was plun¬ 
dered by Kidd. Durin g all this time Lucas was industrious¬ 
ly spreading reports among the natives that the King of Eng¬ 
land and his Parliament had deprived the old Company of their 
Charter in consequence of their misdemeanors. By these 
means such a hostile spirit was roused that S'** John Gayer 
and his Council could scarcely wrtte of him of his friends 

with decency, b\it in Scriptural language denounced them a3 

2 

their • Rabshaka adversaries". On November 16, fresh in- 


1 . 
2 . 


Bruco, p 310. 

Anderson, p 145. 

Letter from Sir John Gayer to Stephen Colt, June 23, 
Anderson, p 145. 
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▼aders of the Factory’s peace appeared, riiewse and Brooke 
announced themselves as Factors of the new Coaipany and 
prepared Sir John Bayer for what was to follow . At last 
on January 11, 1700, Sir Nicholas WaiteVnade his appear¬ 
ance on the "Montague"while the affairs of the Presidency 

1 

were In thi3 situation. The letters from Sir Nicholas 

written after he left the shores of England still exist) 

one dated f^ora Deal and another from the Bay of Cadiz, In 

which ha informs his Masters, " + hat he devoutly asked God 

to vouchsafe his blessing on their undertaking and for that 

purpose , had with the rest of the Company's servants at- 

t ended church on the day of sailing". As soon as he reached 
2 

Bombay ha notified Sir John Gayer of his appointment to 
be King's Minister a;._ Consul for the English nation and 
required compliance with whatever orders he might issue. 

Sir John Gayer, in answer disavowed any authority which Sir 
Nicholas Waite\might pretend to have over the London Com¬ 
pany's service; both because, by the Act establishing the 
English Company, the London Company we^e entitled to carry 
on their trade till September, 1701, and because it exempted 
them from the payment of the five per cent, duty for the 
support of Ministers. 

Sir Nicholas, finding that he could make no impression 
3 

on sir John Gayer accordingly sailed for Surat where he ar¬ 
rived January 19. He had once notified his Commission 

1 .Anderson, pl4d. 

Reoord of the English Company Factory at Surat. 

2. Bruoe, p 311. 

3. Anderson, p 146. Bruoe, p 311. 
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to the President and Council requiring them to strike st. 
George*s or the Company’s flag as he bore the com mission 
of Vice-Admiral and would allow no flag but his own. The 
President and Council for the same reasons assigned by 
Gayer refused to comply. Considering this to be an affront 
to his dignity, Waitefafter a long correspondence with the 
President and Council determined to use force. According¬ 
ly on January 27th, two captains of ships with forty men 
laniad at Swally with orders to strike the London Com- 
pany*s flag. This commission was speedily executed, and 
the captains were making off with their prize when they were 
assailed by some of their rival servants. These were sup¬ 
ported by a party whom the Governor of the City, indig¬ 
nant at Waits'^exercise of authority had dispatched to 
the scene of action. The flag was rescued and restored to 

its staff. Thi3, together with the fact that the old Company 

of 

had not been dispossessedAtheir Factory, led the natives 
to infer that the reports had been merely fabrications of 
the "interlopers", and that the new Comi any were trading 

without the countenace of authority. 

1 

Sir Nicholas being satisfied by this defeat that it 
was necessary to desist from open violence, hoisted the King*® 
flag upon a house which he had hired and set to work to 
forward the interests of his own Company and injure those of 
his rival as far as possible. Without waiting for the 


1. Anderson p, 146 
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arrival of Sir William Norris, the Ambassador to the 
lfughal, who was daily expected* he addressed a letter to 
the Braperor accusing the London Company of being sharers 
and abetters of the piracies from which his subjects 

and the trade of bis domains had suffered, declaring that 

1 

they were "Theives, and confederates with pirates*. 

He took the opportunity also to intimate his rank as Pres¬ 
ident of the English Company and Consul for the English 
nation and added that, he was accompanied by a squadron of 
four men-of-war sent by the King cf England, which would 
act under his authority and endeavor to destroy all pirates. 
After this, Sir Nic holas applied fo>~ and obtained permission 
to make a public ent^y. Accordingly, he marched into Surat 
’vi*h an imposing procession accompanied by the Governor and 
his son. The President and Co> noil of the London Company 
were sad spectators of the ceremony, feeling that the 
natives would argue from the solem ity the api roaching 
decline of the old Company. Waite on this occasion, 
obtained a Parwana from the Governor grant in: the Eng¬ 
lish Company liberty of t ’-ad’ and also an exerr.P tionfrom all 
debts or contracts to which the London Company were liable. 

His next step was to protect against President Colt’s 
issuing orders to the Country vessels as an authority with 
which he alone was vested , and to post notices about the 

1, Bruce, p 337. 

Anderson, p 146. 

2. Bruce 33B. 

Anderson, p 146. 
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oity warning all persons against taking the London Com¬ 
pany's passes for their shipajbut these were torn down by 

1 

the Governor's- orders. In reply, tho President denied 
that he had issued such passes since Waite' s|arrival de¬ 
claring that he had only given recommendatory letters 
to such persona as had .fo mnc-rly boor, in the London Company's 
service. Under those circumstances, a conference was 
ar -ang^d; in which Sir Nicholas Waite on the one hand, 
insisted on his sui • rior authority and the President and Cour 
cil on the other*, waived the acknowledgement of it. 

At this time, Commodore 7/arren who was in command of 
the squadron sent by the Kina , on whose protection Sir 
Nicholas Waito|doponded, died, and was replaced by Commo¬ 
dore Littleton. Waite (accused Littleton of partiality to 

2 

the London Company because although he had acknowledged 
the English Company, he had refusedjto attend the public 
entry to Surat, A further alteration arose, because 
Littleton refused to comply with a demand made by Sir 
Nicholas, that he should abstain from all communications 
with the President of the London Company. In reply. 

Commodore Littleton wrote to the President of the London 
Company that he would protect vessels sailing under thei 
license. To counteract thi3 Waite ordered Captain 
Allison of the English Company's ship " Norris" to pro- 

1. Bruoe, p 312. 

Anderson, p 146. 

2, Bruce, p 336. 
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ceed to the mouth of the river and stop all vessels wear¬ 
ing English colors, unless protected by his passports and 
protested formally against any obstruction or force 
Littleton might employ against this order* Prequent 
acc’-isations were made and Waite accused Commodore Littla- 
ton of having reported that the Ambassador though li¬ 
censed by the King was paid by the English Company; 
and of having ordered the King’s flag to be struck on 
their ships though he allowed it aboard the London Com¬ 
pany’s ; of having neglected to give him the salute on 
landing to which he was entitled as King’s consul, and 
of having been bribed by sir John Gayer; and he entered 
a formal protest against him* He complained further that 
on the Consul’s co.Mission being read to the Governor, 
he had agreed to acknowledge it privately, but it was 
not publicly recognized because Commodore Littleton 

1 

re fused to be present at a ceremony to confirm it. 


1. The primary authorities for the above facts, arei- 
Letters from the General and Council at Bombay to the 
Court of the London Company, March 31, April 10, July 
lo, August 21,°5,-1699, Letter from the General and 
Council ht 75 on. bay to the President and Counoll at Surat, 
May 30., lf/99. Letter from Sir John Gayer to the Court 
(Private) Aug. 18, 1699. Correspondence between Sir John 
Gayer and Sir Nicholas Waite Jan. 11,15, 1700. Letters 
from the President and Council at Surat to the Court of 
the London Company, April 17, 1699, Jan. 19, March 20, 
1700. Correspondence between the President and Counoll 
at Surat and Lucas and Boucher , the ■interlopers" , Apr 
8,9,11,12, 1699. Letter from the President and Council 
at Surat to the General and Oounoll at Bombay April 10, 
1699. Letter from President Colt to the Court(Private) 
July 15,1699. Correspondence between Blr Nicholas Waite 
$nd the President and Council at Surat, Jan. 22,83,25,28 
Neb. 1, March 28, 29, 30,April 1 ,2,4,10, ITS®, Letters 
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These measures and the disputes in which the member* 
of the two establishments were incessantly engaged had 

such a disheartening effect upon Sir John Gayer and 

1 

President Colt, that the former ask permission of the 

Court to resign on account of ill health, and the latter, 

two years from the date of his appointment. In response 

to this, the Court requested Sir John Gayer, if his 

health permitted not to return to England because "from 

his ability and firmness they expected he would be able 

to resist the intemperate proceedings of Sir Nicholas 

2 

Waite which even his own employers condemned*. 

3 

At the close cf the year 1700 an Act of Parliament 
passed which continued the London Company a Corporation* 



'from Sir Nicholas Waite and Council to the Court of 
Dlreotors of the English Company and Correspondence 
between Sir Nicholas Waite and the President and Council 
of the London Company at Surat, Jan. 9,12,22,25, Feb* 

20, March 11, 17, April 9, 1700. Letters from Sir Nich¬ 
olas Waite and Council to the President and Council at 
Mas ulipatam and to Sir William Norris, the Ambassador* 
Dec. 4, 12, 1699, Feb. 13, 23, 25, April 4, 1700. Letter 
from the President and Council at Surat to the President 
and Council in Bengal, April 4, 1700. Letter from Sir 
Nicholas Waite to the Great Mughal Dec. ,1699. Letter 
from Sir Nicholas Waite to the Governor of Surat , Feb. 
1790. Sir Nicholas Waite’s protest against Commodore 
Littleton and the orders to Captain Allison , March 12, 1ft 
1700. (Bruce) 

1* Bruce, p 311. 

Anderson, p 146. 

a. Letter (private) from the Court to Sir John Oayer, 

May C, 1700. 

3. Bruce, p 386. 

Letters from the Court of Directors of the English 
Company to Sir Nicholas Waite and Council at Surat, 

May 9, Sept. 7, 1700, March 24, April 11, 1700. 
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The Directors of the English Company realized that this 
necessitated a change of attitude on their part, and 
sent general instructions that the whole system of ani¬ 
mosities must cease and that • it would be expedient 
to endeavor to out-trade their rival, as the only means 
that would be effectual* and ordered that all English¬ 
men should be treated with civility and respect. 

New troubles, however, soon broke out on the ques¬ 
tion of the piracies recently committed. The squadron 
sent by the King had done very little to suppress this 
evil because they had suspended all operations, till the 
agents of the two Companies could explain in what way 

they could afford protection to each. In this state of 

1 

affairs, an order came from the Mughal proceeding on 
information received from the English Company’s Agents, 
that the pirates were, in fact, no other than the London 
Company’s vessels and therefore, that their servants 
were not to be permitted to go out of the city. In this 
distress President Colt and his Council applied to the 
Commander of the King’s ships for protection and pre¬ 
sented a petition to "the Governor and his son for their 
freedom* In answer., they were told that the Mughal’s 
orders were so positive that th;ugh provisions might be 
allowed to be sent to the ship s at Swally , trade must 
remain at a stand-still until compensation should be 

1. Bruce, p 371. 
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made for the Turkish Merchant belonging to Houssein 
Amir .ui-din, brother of the Sheriff of Judda taken by 
the pirates in 1698. 

This state of affairs opened a correspondence 
between President Colt and Sir Nicholas Waite In which 
the former accused the letter cf having influenced the 

Governor against the London Company by means of large 

1 

iresents. In reply Waite denied that he had accused the 
London Company of being pirates, but declared his in¬ 
tention cf not taking their servants under his protection, 
adding that they must be answerable for their debts. 

This brought matters between President Colt and Sir Nich- 

2 

rla3 Waite to issue. Mr. Colt, that he might render 
the business no longer doubtful, by a formal protest, 
disavowed any authority which Sir Nicholas Waite 
might pretend to have over the concerns of the London 
Company, A correspondence on this subject also com¬ 
menced, in which Kr. Colt adhered to this principle and 
Sir Nicholas Waits continue-' to assert his powers 
as Consul for the English nation. 

Meanwhile, the Governor was urging the question 

3 

o f compensation for the Turkish Merchant • The matter 
was waived by President Colt who, however, offered to 

1, Bruce, p 371. 

2. Ibid, p 371. 

Ibid, p 372. 
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bribe the Governor and his son to soften t v elr rigorous 
measures under the orders of the Mughal . In this 
dilemma , the President requested Sir John Gayer, as 
soon as the Company*s shiping should a^rlv 0 -,t Bombay, 
to appear himself off Surat and by his ovm authority 
endeavor to get the dispute adjusted, so that the port 
might be o; ened'and the goods which had been purchased 
for the investment put on board. Every day produced 
seme new event to heighten the embarrassments of the 
Presidency. The Governor next demanded that should the 
pirate vessel which had ro’obod the Turkish Merchant be 
ttaken, Mr. Colt should give an obligation that it should 
be brougilt to Surat. This Hr. Colt refused as beyond 
his power and could only have recourse in this distress 
to the ex; edient of not granting recommendatory letters 
to the Merchants such as he had given since the arrival 
of the anglish Company* s Consul. 

In the month of November, 1700, Sir John Gayer ap¬ 
peared at Sw tally and affairs became iQO v, e urgent by the 
Governor requiring Sir Nicholas Waite to give his se¬ 
curity for any damages which the London Company's ships 
might do the Merchant ships belonging to the port, 
on receiving a threat from Sir John Gayer that he would 
stop all country vessels not having the London Company*! 
passes, unless their trade was allowed to proceed at 
once; a demand which Waite evaded by offering to give 
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this security on condition that the London Company should 
be excluded frora trade. Under these circumstances* the 
Governor seized the letters of Fresluent Colt to Sir 
John Gayer, and had recourse to the English Company’s 
servants to transi t© them. Tills heightened the diffi¬ 
culties because the accuracy of the translation was ques- 
tioned by President Colt and because the Governor was 
unwilling to proceed to extremities, under the Mughal’s 
orders lest the trade should be lost to Surat. This 
hesitation still kept the servants of the London Company 
in suspense for the Governor threatened that unless com¬ 
pensation should Immediately be made to Houssein , the 
Mughal would require eighty lakhs of rupees, the amount 
of all the losses sustained by pirates, since 1685. These 
t -\ansaction3 with the Governor at last ended in his prom¬ 
ising to write to Court about the business of the Turkish 
Merchant and allowing the goods to be sent to Swally 
p rovided the treasure should be brought on shore, as 
tills would prove the confidence of the London Company 
in the Mughal’s Justice. 

Affairs were in this state of confusion when Sir 

William Norris , the Ambassador arrived at Surat in 

1 

December, 1700 on the representation of Sir Nicholas 
Waite, that his meeting the Ambassador before ho sent out 

1. Bruce, p 374. 

Anderson, p 147. 
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for the Mughal*8 Court was Indispensable. 

Korrls immediately 

Company by ordering the Unio- >n their ship "Tavis- 

took* to be struck. he Captain , 

owing to the 

and this incident cai native offioers to believe 

that 'hr ’ris*rani 

Sir John Oayer. The Am 
g Id mohurs to the Governo 
two of his principle 

make a public . ;ord- 

i ngly en )nial. By a further 

bribe of 3000 gold nKinurs to 

him to stop the ho ships 

of the English Company's dispatched. On pre¬ 

text, therefore, that 

pirates with President Col'*s detained thei 

vessels till December 30, rowing the London Company's 
trade in i: s . 

Sir Nic of Sir 'Villiara Norris 

2 

next formally notified Sir John Gayer the Ambassa¬ 

dor's commission would be publicly read on December 28 
and required that he and all the English under his author¬ 
ity should be pret mt. Sir John disavowed all 

1. Bruc 

Ander 148. 

2, Bruce 376. 

Ander , p 148. 
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dependence on the Ambassador or- Consul even under their 
own Act of Parliament, and protested since an Act had pas 
ed , continuing the London Company a Corporation, neither 
the Ambassador nor Consul had the least authority over 
the servants of the London Company. Nor was he content 
with word3, for h9 dispatched 'an Armenian to Court as 
hi3 Envoy v^ith orders to frustrate all the Ambassa¬ 
dor* s efforts. 

1 

Enraged by this op.-osition Sir Nicholas Wo.ite on 
January 22 , 1701, brought a complaint before the Gover¬ 
nor and demanded that the London Company*s servants 
should be pxit in irons for an insult which he asserted 
had been offered the Ambassador. The Governor, not being 
interested in the matter, refused to interfere; where¬ 
upon Si** William Norris seized Mr. Vyche nd Mr. Garnett* 
two of the Council of the London Company , and Mr. Rich¬ 
ardson , their secretary, put them in confinement and 
then delivered thorn to the Governor * with their hands 
tied,* who detained them until they found security for 
their appearance when required . sir John Gayer on 

January 2 . 2 , 1701, protested vigorously . * against thi3 

2 

outrage", declaring the Consul and Ambassador responsi¬ 
ble for this injustice; and at the sane time presented a 
petition to the Governor of Surat praying his protection 

1 • Eruce, p 377. 

Anderson , p 143. 
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and that he mijjht be allowed to take a copy of any 
accusations against hi a by the English Comp-uny, that 
a true stte of the c .se ml^hc bo transmit tod to the 

Further troubles we^e to come howevor, for Sir 
Nicholas Faite"s:.ducad" one of the Factors of the Lon¬ 
don Company to ste al and deliver to him copies of all 
letters which had passed ber/cen President Colt and Sir 
John Gayer that they mi :j ht be yiven to Sir 7/illiara 
Norris who had set out from Surat on his Journey to 

1 

the Mughal*s Court, January 27, 1701. By means of bribet, 
the English Company now prepared to strike a blow which 
it >a3 hoped v/ould be fatal to the old Factory. Taking 
adv-. niaye of the fact that Sir John Gayer was unprotected 
at S /ally , the Governor’s son marched from Surat with 
fifty ho’-se and foot soldiers, seized Sir John Gayer, 
his wife and several Factors, conveyed them all to Surat 
and thon closely confined them in the Governor’s house, 
acting on an order which had arrived from the Tfughal on 
February 8, 1701 "to seize on the property and servants 
o f the Tandon Company? "This was done by an order from 
the Court,* wrote the servants of the old Company, 
"procured by Sir Nicholas Waite the Hrrc&rra of Surat 
and others of that hellish crew.* After* fourteen days, 

Sir John Gaye>- and hi: friends we^e removed to their 
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Factory on tho representation of the Surat Merchants 
that they could not send their ships to sea unless they 
were furnished with recommendatory letters by the Pres¬ 
ident of the London Company. This obtained a partial 
deliverance for them, but the General and President 
were confined to their house, on which a guard was 
placed. An offer was made, by the Governor that If 
two and one half lakhs of rupees were paid to Honssein 
Amir-ud-diQ and other Merchants who suffered from pirates* 
they woula not only be set at liberty, but allowed to 
proceed with their trade. Put this offer was refused 
and. o 1 r John Gayer, in a private letter, to the Court 
on March 20, 1701, suggested the plan of withdrawing 
tho Factory at Curat for some time, in which c.-.se, the 

demands for compensation for pirates would at once be 

1 

transferred to the English Company. 

Sir John Gayer and Mr. Colt continued to be confined 
in the Factory in spite of their earnest remonstrances. 

The list of those v/ho were thus confined in prison in 
January, 1702, includes tae narr s of Cir John Gayer, 



X. The primary authorities for the above facts, arei- 
Letters from the President and Council at curat to the 
Court of the London Company, April 20, Dec. 28, 1700 
March 7,20, 1701. Letter(private ) fro:.. Sir John Gayer 
to the Court, March 20, 1701; Lettors from the General 
and Council and from the Deputy Governor of Bombay to the 
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al and Council at Boi 
dence betwe^u Sir Jo! 

at Surat Nov* 26,27,] 
*0,24,26,27,1700,Jan 

















President, six Senior Factors , six Junior Factors, seven 
Writers, six ladies , two children, geous, Will¬ 

iam Stephens 

Serg- ant, thirty-one soldiers, twenty-four slaves and 

three cooks, beside a Factor ai 'its 

1 

Broach - in all 109 pe 
pass the gat 
receive a da 

AflHirs • r in when news arrived from 

2 

England of the Coni antes on July 22, 
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1702, \hich h 


t r-. lTidA 


negotiation fo’ some time. 


Sir Nicholas 


id the event in a formal manner 


to Sir John 


v:ith equal formality notified 


it to the Consul, 

measures for mutual interests orders , 


but neither 


liny, confidence in the professions of the 


other. On receiving the Union ^ Sir 

John Gayer a the Governor of 


Surat , as a: 

future oppositio lists. This was regarded 

by Wfc ite as nfrie ~ests of the English 


li £ 

:Jr 


between Sir John G nt and Council at 

Surat and Sir Nicholas Waitfl Council, Oct. 14, 

16,18,13,24,Nov. 9,18,Deo.26, 1700, Jan. 3, 25, 31, 1701. 

1. Anderson, 3. 
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Company. In such ways, a gc i^al unfriendly feolin* 

1 

manifested, though all oi-f.nypposition of course ceas d. 


1. The primary authorities for the. above facts are:- 
Letters from tho Court of Directors of the London Com¬ 
pany to the General , President and Council at Bombay 
and Surat, July, 26, Aug. 4, 1702, March f, 3, 27, 1703. 
Letters from the Court of Directors of the English C m- 
p&ny to Sir Nicholas Faite and Council at Surat, May 2, 
Aug. 6,18,20,26,1702. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THB ENGLISH EAST INDIA COMPANY AT MA SUL IP AT AM. 

Mr. John Pitt , the"Interloper" bo frequently 
mentioned in the annals of f he London Company was ap¬ 
pointed President of all the English settlements on the 
Coast of the Coromandel and King’s Consul for the Eng¬ 
lish nation in that part of India by the Directors of the 
English Company. His general instructions we-e very sim¬ 
ilar to those given to Sir Nicholas Waite at Surat. The 

1 

limits of his Presidency were described as extending from 
Cape Comorin to Point Pilmiras, and the residence of tho 
President and Council was to be at Madapollam. This 
Council was to consist of Mr. John Graham , Mr. Valentine 
Knightly , Mr. William Tlllard and Mr. Mloheal Watts. In 
addition a Factory was to be established at Porto Novo 
and Mr. Charles Fleetwood , a dismissed servant of tho 
London Company was appointed Chief. Beside these special 
instructions were given to Consul Pitt to endeavor to 
procure from Mr. Elihu Yale, late President of Fort St. 
George, who was supposed to be still in Madras, copies of all 
Firmans and Nishans franted to the London Company on the 
Coromandel and to transmit them to 8ir William Norris, the 
Ambassador as ground for his applleatlon to the Mughal 
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1 

for new Firmans for the English Company. 

On July 3, 1699, the English Company*a ship "London* 

2 - 

arrived off Madras, havinr on board their principle Factors 

and on July 20, their ship " Do Crave* , Captain Villiam 
Young commanding , anchored in the Madras Road. The Con¬ 
sul, immediately on his arrival dispatched the following 

letter to Mr. Thomas Pitt, his cousin, who was President 

3 

of the London Company's settlement at Fort St. George: 

To the Worshipful Thomas Pitt, Esquire, President 
for the affairs of the Governor and Company of Merchants 
of London trading to the East Indies yet, by permission 
on the Coast of the Coromandel: 

Sir: 

f did by some of Early Shlpp3 let you know 
that X had engag'd my Self in the Service of the flonble: 
English Company....lately Settled by Act of Parliament whioh 
determin'd yours in three years commencing last Micfcealmas, 
and having gain'd the Coast eou'd not pass by without 
dropping an Anchor in Madras Road, and wou'd Salute you, 
had X not the Honour to bear hls^ajestlesQonnlsslon which 
constitutes me his Minister or Consull for the English 
Nation in Generali on the whole Ooast of Gormandell Including 


1. Bruce, p 280. 

Commissions and Instrt:ctions from the Court of the 
English Comp.uiy to President Pitt and Council on the 
Coromandel Coast, Feb. 23, 1699. Letters from the Court 
to the President and Council on the Coast of Coromandel, 
Jan. 6, Feb, 23,28,1699. 

2 . Bruce, 319. 

3 . Wheeler, p 347. 
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1 


all your Settlements. If you think fltt to pay the re- 
speot that is duo to the Character with yourffflagg 
Lower'd the Condiment shall be return ' d you by 
"Sir: Your affect: Kinsman and Servt: 

«J .P • w 


The answer of President Pitt to this demand was no less 

1 

authoritative. It was as follows: 

Port 8t. George, July 28:99. 


Sir: 

"I received yours the purport of which seems very 
odd as well as the Superscription. If you had read the 
Act of Parliament, and well Consider'd it, you will find 
that It Bstabllshes my Masters In all rights and privileges 
in these parts till 1701, and afterwards 'tis Secur'd to 

them by their Subscription, therefore you can have noe power 

/ 

in any place of their Se ttlements, nor shall I own any till 
1 am Soe order'd by those that intrust me. 

X 

"I am not unacquainted with what respect is due to the 
Kings Conaull (whether you are one 1 kno' - not) but you can¬ 
not (think) or ever have heard that an Anoient Fortifica¬ 
tion wearing the Kings Plage, Shou'd lower it and Salute 
a reall Consull; but I take it to be your Obligation to 
have Saluted the Plagg ashore at your coraelng to anohor 
whioh wee Shou'd have answer'd according to customs and 
good manners. 



■ i i ... I. ■ ■ . 

1. Vh»eler, p 346. 
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•that Liquors (sic, out qy. Letters? ) you have for 
r.e I dos.lrr. you to nor; a on Caere in these Boc^s. You 
must ex: ect to find r.n noc lose zealous for ry masters 
interest, than you are fo»* yours ara as you act the same 
’./ill he return’d you by 

" Sir yo -, r affection’ : Kinsman 
"iin.i humble servant 

"Tho: Pitt, Governor.• 

The follc/iny is also round, but whether it is a 

postscript or a separate (earlier) com run! cation does not 

1 

app'ar clearly : 

•A copy of a Vamaj. in n lo tt f^om President Pitt 
at Ft. St. Gc-orye (V 31. ) M 

Sir: 

■I find you ere a Youny Cons 11 by the purportand Sup- 
e rscription of your le' ter. I wish you had omitted it," 
"To John Pitt Esq. 

"On board the Deprave." 

2 

To these the "younr Consul" answered in much wrath : 

On Beard the P°yruve in 
madras Roads, July 28, 1699. 

Sir: 

"I am sor-'y to lind the zeal for- your Masters has 
Trans: orted you beyond hence and Good Manners. I shall 
Impute it in part “ o the hr. .t of the Country which has 


1. Hodges, Vol. Ill, XL11. 
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alter’d your Temper. 

"The Young Consull as you torn him gives you this ad¬ 
vice to nind the main Chance and not forfeit Old Saram 
ftca: and expose you** .Self to toe World to boot; who I doe 
assure you will :wc s . censure and blain this r ashness of 
o’i^s, and let no tell you your Masters will neither Thank 
tyou and bear yon out in*t. I cane later iron England then 
your advices. •J.P.* 

" I shall sand your Letters from Hetchlepatan and doe not 
question A just Ac comp t from you of ny private Affair, 

Vou’l know in the saci I am not to be taught my Duty by yo”. 

" July 28 . 99 ." "J.P.* 

1 

And again: 

t 

" 1 shall answer your Scurrilous Letter from Mechle- 
p atari ana believe me you’d wish you had never ’rote in ouch a 
Stile, 1 Me take such meusur-s to make you Scncible that 
my Cor-missicn reaches five** all ycvr Settlements and you 
your self a Shall bs forc’t to own and paiblish it in all your 
Ports and Settlomonto and beg pareon for the affront 
offer’d to the* Character of his Majesties Consull, 

•J.P.* 

Superscribed " T*j Tho. Pitt Esqrj in Madras. 

2 

After tills Consul Pitt sailed to Maiulipatam where 
he arrived in <-he month of August, 1699, at which he 
proposed <-o establish the s j at of the English Company** 

1. Hedges, Vol. Ill, XL111. 

Wheeler, p 348, 

2, Bruce, p 320. 
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tmue. Fere ho aecum.a n Factory ana proceeded to form his 

Council on the tr.rr.o i ri"cigles as observed b;. the London 

Co ml any, and immediately r.<-;do ai pi J cat ion through the 

Moghul for protection, H' also engaged a Signor Manuoahy 

1 

o r* Hanucnij (pm.MV,>*iy Fanned) - a resident of the 

Country seuv n.t of Consul P itt, when he acted as an 

" in t.'- rio; - to to linguist .• o * th - Embassy. Im- 

2 

rifdia'ely u.jo.o hi, arrival r.i Haonlipatam , Consul Pitt 

notified hie cnai’ucter to Hr. Lovell , the Agent of the 

Lundcn Company at that place and their Factors , and required 

then fro attend ) i.n that they night be info mod of the 

po'v„ rs '-i th vhich h j was vested by hearing his coinmission 

read; an >r.le- to which Hr. Lovell and his colleagues 

paid no aicention. At the same time he addressed a letter 

3 

to the Mavab of 0,'lconda , intimating his arrival ana 
character as Consul of the English nation, with a request 
for a Parwana to be fme from customs on trade till suoh 
tino as the Amb« s'-ador coulu obtain a Finnan from the 
Hugh a. The object of these oroced air.gs, Consul Pitt explali 
ed to the English Conran;/* s Consul in Bengal to be the 
cornjnc-m-tnt of ne.-su--s for purchasing an investment, 
t h: Pamnna bdig necesenry to induce the Countr; Merchants 
to o^on bus Inos.i v:i :.h him. 


1. 3m.ee, p 330, and 
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While no Be events occurring , Consul Pit 1 *; 

not being satisfied with hi s recaption <<t iiasulIputam 

was disposed ra t."- to acce. :■ the offer of a station at 

Tladapc llan . 11is rent si oy ?/as f o rv?nd an official noti- 

1 

floation t o President PJtt at *'t , gt. George, of his 
office a.3 Kir t *s Consul fo** the Fnglish nation on the 
Co ro.vaad:! Coast and to rsquire that his Commission 
ohir.la be publicl, no ;4 <:.t Ft • It. George, the tovm 
o f ’'ac1ms, ;.t Vinagup a*ara c.r.d in general at all the 
Factories and Nation, of the London Corny*nr.;’. President 
Fitt i .uneci j at-'ly issued an ordinance under the Company’s 
seal to all their servants unde" his authority, as fol- 

«T 

lows: 

* Woe Govemour President and Council of Fo^t St. 


George for aff .i"s of the night Honblo: the 3 a st India Con- 
I an/ , bo in-; advised that hr. John Pitt lately arrived 
i.z Mcfcalci at m has by a summons wherein hr Stiles himself 
♦•he >h"-v Companys President and the Kings Consull for the 
Coast, direct'd to or Compenya Factors there, therein he 
cse.rr to usurp an An’ hority o/er them, and to intermeddle 
with o rr Company's Affaires, the pernicious conseq’‘ences of 


v/hich 'using 'veil Considered by us havs thought fitt to 
Bond out f hcs3 our orders to all our Forts, Castles, Towns 
and Fact or.vs under this Presidency fo 1 - the following reasons. 


1. Bruce, p 343. 
h. lMi, p 313. 
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69 . 

• For that the Act of Parliament which erects the 
New East India Company continues our Com: any T^ade till 
September 1701, from whence wee Infer that they are to 
Enjoy all thei 1 " Rights and Privileges and tliere Governours, 
Presidents and Factorys to esercize all powers necessary 
for the Supports of your Governments and Trades. 

" Moreover wee observe in the Act our Company are 
exempted from paying the five per cent, which is for bear¬ 
ing the Change of KmbassnGours and Consuls from which wee 
likewise inferr that our Company *s affairs nor Servants nor 
an. Trading i»nde»* there protection in those part3 are 
under direction or controul. 

" Wherefore for the foregoing reasons and to prevent 
the great mischiefs that other-wise will undoubtedly attend 
our ’tasters affaires woe require all English in our Corn- 
panys Service as allso all that live and Trade under their 
protection not to obey nor regard any Summons or orders 
that they shall receive from Mr. John Pitt or any one else 
under the pretence cf his being a President for the New 
Company or a Consull, 

"V^e resolve to persist in this Opinion till his most 
Gracious Majesties Pleasure be Signified to us, or that 
our Honble: Employers give us direction herein. 

* In Confirmation whereof Wee have here unto Sett our 
hc,na.: and the Seale of our Company! At Fort St. George in 
the city of Muderasse thi3 25 day of August 1699. 
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(Signed) •» Thom'.3 Pit'; 

"Francis Ellis 

* Ro: Braday11 

* Tho: Wright 

* M: Empson 

" Tho; Mar:,hall 

" Riohard Watts." 

1 

In this situation Consul Pitt addressed an official 
letter to the Court of Directors to the English Company, 
explaining that it would be difficult on account of the 
state of the country exhausted by wars and famine to pro¬ 
cure an investment, but that his intention was, since he 
had obtained a copy of the old Firman from the King of 
Golconaa to the London Company( the only one that had been 
given in the name of the English nation ) to persuade the 
native officers if possible tc allow him the same privileges 
under it which had been conferred on the London Company. 

With this grant as a foundation he intended to settle a Fac¬ 
tory at Arnagaum at which he had obtained a Cowle for trade; 
but he explained that this project was impeded by the London 
Company’s Agen't -..ho had impressed the native officers 
with the opinion that the English Company were not en¬ 
titled to any privileges that had been confirmed by the 
Mughal to the London Company . 

Affairs were thus situated when sir William Norris 
the King’s Ambassador to the Great Mughal arrived at 
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Masulipatora in September , 1639, and sent ?'r. Harlewyne 

to notify his character as Ambassador from the King of 

1 

England to the Great ?.!: ghul, to the Native Governor; 
and to desire information concerning the residence of the 
?feghal • All these proceedings appeared equally unintelli¬ 
gible to the natives who could not comprehend the meaning 
of tho new Association of English Tferchunts arriving to 
question the authority of those whom they observed to bo 
still in possession of the fortified stations and Factories, 
the recognized seats of English trade- especially as 
President Pitt and his Council at Ft. St. George dis¬ 
avowed all authority of both ambassador and Consul over the 

London Company»s affairs. To remove this impression, Con- 

2 

sul Pitt addressed the following letter to Mr. Lovellj 

Metchelpatam 21 Sep tern* 1699. 

‘-ir: 

* Tho* you were so rude not to let me have your Company 
at my landing, and so impudent, 1 will not give it a worse 
name, not to take notice of the Sumons I sent you to ap¬ 
pear at our Factory when I reed my Commission, yet I shall 
not omitt giving you notice of the arrival1 of his Excel- 
lancy Sir Wm. Norris Baronet Ambassador extraordinary from 
the King of England to the Great PTogull convey*d by 4 Men 
of Warr, and that he designs to come ashore in a day or 

1. Bruce, p 34". 

Wheeler, p 349, 
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two, and expects that you and. the rest of the English be¬ 
longing too and resideing in your Factory doe make your 
appearance at his Landing, to pay yur duty and attend 
him to his Lodgings, let me advise you as a friend not to 
omitt It for jour neglect will b-: taken for contempt and grea 
er Inconveniency’s will follow upon*t then you are aware 
of. 

* Jfour Father was very instrumentall in Saving the 
life of an acquaintance of mine which I shall always own 
and would not have you run yorr Self in a Noose for want 
of a little gocd advice from 

■ Pitt". 

1 

To this Mr, Lovell answered: 

Mot dated, but should be 

Metchlepatam, S.'d Sept, 1699, 

* Honble sir'. 

Last night I received your paper bearing date the 
21st Inst, charging me with Rudeness and Impudence in not 
obeying your former Summons. I hope the copy of the ordor 
which comes herewith will clear me of*t, 

" I shall undoubtedly pay my respects to his Excellency 
Sir Wm. Norris at his Landing, if you will please let me 
know the day and time he designs to come, 

■ I am heartily Glad my father hath Serv'd you in 
anything to deserve your favour and it would be an unspeakabl 
Joy to me could I doe the same, and Shew you how much 
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I am * Honble Sir: 

"Your most humoie , l 2 3 5ervt; 

" Thos. Lovell. 

■To the Honble 

■Jno Pitt Esqra 

■Present in Motchlepm. ■ 

This compliance of Mr. Lovell caused him to be suspected 

1 

later of betraying the interests of the London Company. 

On hearing of it President Pitt at once declared that 
neither the Ambassador nor Consul possessed any author¬ 
ity over the London Company’s prlvliges or interests. 

Consul Pitt, at this Juncture, writing to the Court 
of the state of affairs under his charge complained that 
" th9 proceedings of the President of the London Company 
had b9en insidious and in contempt of the King’s authority, 

since he represented the Ambassador as paid by Merchants only 

2 

and not sent by the King. ■ He further declared that 
the native merchants had been bribed in favor of the London 
Company, thus causing the investment to proceed with 
difficulty. His letter ended with a statement that Pres¬ 
ident Pitt had issued a protest prohibiting all under his 
Jurisdiction from paying obedience to tlie orders of the 
Ambassador. Under such circumstances Consul Pitt stated 

3 

that he had adopted every practicable measure for obtaining 

1. Bruce, p 344. 

Wheeler, p 351, 

2. Bruce, p 346-7. 

3. Ibid, p 347. 
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stations of trade; that he had solicited a grant of 

Deveramput and Madrpollom to be held in the same manner 

as the London Company held Port St* George and Port St, 

David and though he had obtained permission to trade for 

2 50 pagodas per annum! the remov- 1 of the Nawab who had 

been replaced by "Meddea Kahn Beague* rendered this in- 

effectual; but that he had purchased a piece of ground at 

ladapollam for 1000 pagodas on which it was hi3 intention 

1 

to erect a Factory. The situation on the Coromandel 

Coast changed however during the following year, 1700. 

The ineffectual attempts at a Union and later the 

Act continuing the London Company as a Corporation changed 

the policy cf both sides. On the one hand, the London 

Company commended the firmness in resisting the claims 

of Consul Pitt and Sir William Morris and distinctly ex- 
2 

plained that the Ambassado" had no public orders from the 


1 . The primary authorities for the above facts, are 
Correspondence between President Thomas Pitt and Council 
at Fort St. George arid- Consul John Pitt and Sir Wm. Morris 
at Masulipatam, Aug. 20,23,26, Sept. 21, 1699, Jan. 16,1700. 
Letters from Consul Pitt and Council at Masulipatam to the 
Court of Directors of the Fmgli'sh ’’ompnny and correspondence 
between Consul Pitt and the President and Agent of the 


London Company, July 


Aug. 


26, Sept. 13,19 


21, 24, Nov. 9, Dec. 13, 1699, March 14, 1700. Letter 
from Consul Pitt to the Nawa'o Ullah Kahn Aug. 9, 1699. 
Letters f^om Consul Pitt to Sir Nicholas Waite at Surat 
Sept. 6, Oct. 21, 23, 1699, Jan. 15, 1700. Letters from 
Consul Pitt to Sir Edward Littleton in Bengal Aug. 10, 18, 
27, Oct. 13, 1699. Letters from Sir Wm. Norris, the Am¬ 
bassador to tne Court of the English Company, Jan. 1, March 
12, 1700. Letter from Mr. Norris , Sec*y of the Embassy 
to Sir Nicholas Waite at Surat Oct. 21, 1699. Letter from 
Lucas the "interloper" at Ahmedabad to Consul Pitt, Nov.2, 
1699. 

2. Letters from the Court to the President and Council at 
Pt. St. George, June 18, 26, Aug. 21, Nov. 20, Deo. 6, 1700* 
lan. 6, 15,Feb.14,1701. 
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Government to do anything to the detriment of the London 
Company and urged that thoir Agent sho; Id be firm in resist¬ 
ing the claims of their rivals in every way. These in- 

1 

structious President Pitt car-led out literally. For when 
Sir Nicholas 7/aite threatened to interrupt the London Com¬ 
pany •3 ships and trade, passing from the Coromandel to the 
Malabar Coast , President Pitt avowed his resolution 

to fit out a strong privateer and make reprisals on the 

fi 

English Company* 3 ships wherever, they could be found. 

On the other hand the Directors of the English Company 
after sitting the ineffectual attempts at a Union, di¬ 
rected Consul Pitt "to endeavor to rival the London 
Company’s trade,vitho t arrogating powers to command or 
to control their proceedings"* t hu's '-bowing plainly a desire 
for commere-ial competition only . They further recommended 
"that if Presia°nt Pitt would net acknowledge the character 
of Consul Pitt, the latter should abstain from all quarrels 
on the subject, because by courteous behaviour towards him 
and the native.-, he could better than by any other means 

introduce the English Company into a share , and in all 

3 

probability to a preference in the markets. " 

4 

As a result of these orders Consul Pitt complained 
■that his own situation was particularly distressing , 


1. Bruce, p> 3P3. 

2. Ibid, p- 360. 

3. Ibid, p 3K9. 

Letters from the Court of Directors of the English 
Company to th'lr President ancl Connell on "he Coast 

of the Coromandel, April 5, May 9, Sept. 7, Nov. 28, Deo. 
19, 1700, Peb. 13, 1701. 

4. Bruce, p 414. 
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as it would have been better he had not been vested 

with the Commission of Consul unless he had been able 

to render his orders efficient; for the Government of 

Madras disregarded and disavowed his authority which had 

obliged him to narrow the trade and relinquish the plan 

1 

of a settlement at Porto Novo." His position was further 

on *ni < ox <» was 9 'it 

disturbed by certain troubles with the Ambassador who 

accused him of being Jealous of his authority is not 

2 

actually in the pay of President Pitt. 

3 

During 1701, the necessity of a Union between the two 
Companies became more and more apparent as the commercial t 
rivalry lncresed. And when, in 1702, the terms of the Union 
on the two Companies were decided upon, the Directors of both 
sent orders to their servants" to forget former injuries 
by their rivals,to cease all animosities at once and to imlte 

with them in one mutual system of effort, to lower the 

4 

prices of Coast goods." 


1 


1. Letters (general) from Consul Pitt at Masulpitara and 
Madapollam to the Court, Sept. 24, 1700, March 10,1701. 

2. These troubles will be described in a later chapter. 
3« Bruce, p 430* 

4. Letters from the Court of Directors of the London 

Company to the President and Council at Pt. St. George, 
Sept. 17, 1701, Peb. 14, March 6 , 13, 1702. 
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OHAPTER V 


• 7. 


TOT ENGLISH 1AST INDIA COMPANY AT HUGH. 

Sir Edward Littleton a dismissed servant of the 
London Company* who was appointed President and Oonsul 
for the Ingllsh Company on the Bay of Bengal* was sent 
out with lnstruotlons similar to those given to 31r 
Nicholas Waite at Surat and to Ur. John Pitt on the Coro¬ 
mandel Ooast. Before Sir Edward Littleton left England* 
the suspicions of the Court of Directors of the persons 

to whom they had entrusted their foreign trade had manl- 
1 

fested Itself. Prom his postponing his sailing from the 

Downs when the wind was fair* the Court on February 8* 1699* 

dismissed him from their service and appointed Ur. Richard 

Trenehfleld to be President In Bengal on the assuag>tion that 

If Sir Edward Littleton was negligent before he left 

England* he would not be less so on his arrival In India. 

But scarcely had this dismissal been made known* when on 

February 7* 1699* at the Intercession of his friends* it 

was revoked and his original appointment confirmed. Sir 

3 

Edward Littleton's Council consisted of Ur. Richard 
Trenehfleld * Ur. Hedges and Ur. George Guy with powers to 
the President to sutke such additions to this number as he 
alght oon.ld.r uniunr. To promt, th. gr.ot obj.ot of 

i- Iffltt; * ms* (Wotnoti 
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t he Babassy to the Mughal, 81r Edward Llttloton and his 
Counoil wero dlreotod to invootlgate tho nature and ex¬ 
tent of tho privileges which tho London Company had hith¬ 
erto possessed in Bengal, to make translations of all 
finnans which they enjoyed and to transmit them to 8ir 
William Norris with any observations whloh might ooour to 
them in Oouneil on the subject of such further privileges 
as it would be expedient to solicit. He was also ordered 
to make a particular report on the rights and trade of the 

London Company and to transmit one copy to the Ambassador 

1 

and one to the Court of Directors. The commercial 

» 

Instructions ordered the President and Counoll to en¬ 
deavor to establish Factories at flugll, Kasiabaxar, Bal- 
asor, Dacca and Maldah and to make the Investment as large 

as possible in raw silk, pepper, long pepper, and drugs 

8 

and in Japan and China goods. 

Littleton was knighted before his departure from Bng- 
land on January 16, 1699. He arrived at Balasor in 
Orissa on July 88, 1699, and at once notified Ur. John 
Beard , Junior, then filling the offloe of Agent for the 
London Company at Qfcatanatl or Calcutta, of his character 

as President of the Bngllsh Company and Consul for the 

4 

English nation in Bengal in the following letter: 

t Rjtfv 

8. The primary authorities for the above faots are. Com¬ 
missions and Instructions from the Oourt of Directors of the 
English Company to Sir Edward Littleton in Bengal, Jan.18, 
1629, Letters from the Court to the President and Council 
in Bengal, Jan. 18, Peb. 26, Aprlld, 1699. 

4. Bruce, p 888 and 848. Hedges, Wol«ll,0CWl. 
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•Bated Ballasore 99th July 99. 


•Mtteh esteemed Friend 

•Sir# The Oenerall herewith to your Self and those In 
Oeunelll Baploy or Commission with you Is not In the least 
from any disrespect to your Self# for whom X hare no swan 
esteem# nor to any of the rest who are known to mee only 
by name or employ# but lntlrely to represent unto you the 
true state of the ease# being It any be supposed yeu hare 
not had any full account thereof from your employers ex¬ 
cept by the Intelope# this affair of the Consulship being 
transacted as X take It* chiefly after the departdre of 
your Ships# and to prevent any unhappy occurrence which 
might otherwise perhaps succeed# nor Is there any design 
In the least therein to embarrasso or obstruct the currenoy 
of your affaires# as In practise you will find# nor create 
any difference between us # but rather a firmer and stricter 
Friendship and correspondence# and will certainly prove so If 
no no failure on your part# which I will not suspect. 

I must profess an absolute lgnoranee of your Imployers or¬ 
ders or designs# but as a reall ffrlend X do take upon 
mee to advise you that whereas upon the arrlvall of Ships 
particular there hath been frequently application made to 
the (Government against them# and odious calumnies east upon 
them which probably may have caus'd recriminations and 
have all tended not only the Rational prejudice but even 
to (that of ) Christianity itself. Wee are now come on 
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TO. 


Parliamentary Sanction, the greats at Authority our Nation 
affords. So may not axpeot any Sueh usage, however think 
it not amiss that you are warned thereof for the resent¬ 
ment of our employers for Sueh Aotions may be 8 uoh as may 
eause the end to prove very bitter and possibly fatall to 
the Actors nor oan you think but wee Shall be as vegor- 
ous on our part as you Shall be Yehement on yours nor will 
' our hands was weaker but Stronger Dayly. 

* The affaires of the Durbar with respect to the 
Knglish Intrest will center in the Gonaull, 80 to be fore- 
born e by all others, also all Passes for Ships, So that 
you will do well to let Such know thereof least they do 
bring them Selves under some disappointment. 

■You must needs know that at our first coming wee 
are to Seek for (f): needful things especially Small 
vessels and Pilots. 1 am not for withdrawing any Hens Ser¬ 
vants against their Masters consent, but yet had rather 
our own Oountrymen doe reap the benefit then aliens. So 
that if you think not fit to Spare any your Self yet it may 
not be imprudent not to hinder any others but should be 
willing thereto. Know not how to Speak so plain in this 
matter as otherwise X might being a stranger to your cir¬ 
cumstances and dlreetlens, but am well assured nothing 
will be done of service to sur employers by any persons 
but will Surely smet with very grateful aeoeptance and re¬ 
muneration. 

• X ad not more. Let not what is offered with the 
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Right hand be received with the Left: *1 am 

"Your Reall friend and humble servant 
"Edward Littleton". 

Mr* Board with much firmness evaded the acknowledgement 

1 

ef this authority as requested by Littleton , which he 
showed by refusing to salute his flag as he passed Cal¬ 
cutta and by rejecting his authority as Oonsul over ‘he 
London Oompany's servants and Factories. Mr. Bearr 9*- 
plalned his conduct to proceed from his duty to the 
London Company to defend their rights and to maintain the 
full enjoyment of their privileges till September, 1T01, 
under the Mughal's Firmans and the Princes Nlshans ; adding 
that "their (the London Oompany's ) servants were more com¬ 
petent to manage the Interests of their superiors and of the 
Bngllsh nation, than strangers whatever their rank or char¬ 
acter might be, who could only be competent to act and to 
preserve such rights as they might purchase or acquire*. 

And writing to Surat dated at "Ohuttanutta, August 9 ,1699* 

a 

Mr. Beard said : 

"The 4th of last month the Antelope arriv'd In 3alla- 
sore Road with 8* Idward Littleton, President fer the New 
Oompany's Affairs, and he sayes Oonsull for the English 
Nation, having the King's Commission...... One answer to 

him in generall that we will espouse our Hesters Interest 


1. Bruee, p 334 and 348, 

2. Hedges, Fel.ll, p COY111. 
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a wording to orders received from them* and thought it 

(mote ) proper to manage the Durbar business for our 

R H. If* *8 Affaires then to address hlm t since we had 

better footing.*.. withall we assured him we would not 

represent his Interest in faloe colours to the Gov, as his 

ffriends had malioiously done our Masters in Suratt, yet 

if he begun we would not cross cudgels with any contenders. 

«... We are not att all surprised with these matters* 

which may make a noise for a time* and att last a trade 

will center in the old bottom again*.... 

81r Xdw&rd Littleton* indignant at this reception « 

addressed a complaint to the Duke of Shrewsbury as fol- 
1 

1 owe i 

Dated *Hugly the pr Jany. 1699* 

* May it please your Highness 

*The Duty of the Station his Majesty hath been gracious¬ 
ly pleased to place mee requlers my corresponding with 
and giTlng your Highness Acet. of what passes here relating 
to his Majesty and my Bmploy under his Majesty. 

*As soon as X arrived in these parts X gave Notice 
to the Gentlemen residing here on behalfe of the Old Bast 
India Company of the Character his Gracious Majesty was 
pleased to give mee but in answer they tooke noe notice 
of his Majesty*s Character (Charterf) but to dlsowne any 
power his Majesty had on that account* and would own noe 

1« Bruce* p 349. 

Hedges* Tol. 11* p 60711. 
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Authority but what came from their Masters, upon my comelng 
to this place I passed by their Chiefs Factory and having 
his Majesty*s Flagg at the Top of our Mast they were soe 
far from takeing notice thereof in the Least that tho* Its 
u sual for them to spread their Colours on the Least Vessels 
passing by, yett now In mere affront to the Consular Dig¬ 
nity they not only forebore to spread any Coulours 
themselves, but prevented all Shipps of the English there* 
of whioh there were diverse, from taking any notice of the 
Kings Flagg alwayes usuall heretofore, and they having 
at that time a servant of the New Company in their Factor y 
on his Complaint, I sent two of my Company to demand his 
Liberty, which was not only refused but on the 30th Septem¬ 
ber, being three days after, fixes a pestilent Paper upon 
the Gate of the Faotory of very trayterous import, a true 
Copy whereof goes herewith by which your Highness will 
perceive what sorts of Subjects the English In the old Oompan 
les Service are, and his Majesty will alsoe see how muoh 
his Authority Is here Villlfled by those to whorae on 
man:' accounts he had been exceeding gracious, even to 
Admiration. 1 shall not trouble your Highness further 
at this time, another opportunity more secure being at hand. 

X am 


•Your Highness Most Obedient Servt. 

Idwft: Littleton.* 

Some months elapsed before Sir Edward Littleton could* 
on January 20, 1700, obtained permission to trade and 
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therefore he explained to his superiors that the investment 

had been purchased wit.. difficulty, and that It would 

be very late In the season before the ship could be die- 
1 

patched* After various applications by the Consul and 
refusals by Mr. Beard a prohibition was fixed on the bgates 
of Calcutta, by order of Mr. Beard and his Council, en¬ 
joining all the English under their orders and protection 
to refuse obedience to any commands of President Little¬ 
ton. It was to this proclamation that Littleton referred 
in his letter to the D ke of Shrewsbury. In these circum¬ 
stances Sir Edward*8 situation was embarassing in the extreme 
two of his Council had died as well as a number of young 
men in the Civil Servioe. The mortality also extended 

to the small military force which had been embarked under a 

S 

Captain, Lieutenant and Ensign intended to form his guard. 

With the year 1700 came directions from the Court of 

Directors for a change of system with regard to the London 
5 

Company. The same moderation was enjoined as had been given 
to the Consuls at Surat and on the Coast. The Court mere- 


1. Bruce, p 349. 

2. The primary authorities for the above facts are. Letters 

between Agent Beard at Calcutta and Sir Edward Littleton at 

BallasorJuly 28, 29, 1699. Letter from Agent Beard and 
Council in Calcutta to the Qeneral and Council in Bombay 
Aug. 9,1699. Letter from Sir Edward Littleton to the Duke 
of Shrewsbury Jan. 1, 1700. Letter from Sir Edward Lit¬ 
tleton and Council at Hugll eto the President and Council at 
liasulipatam, Web. 13, 1700. Letter from Sir Edward Littleton 
and Counoil at Hugli to the Oourt of Directors, March 16, 
1700. 

3. Brdce, p 392. 
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ly desired *to out-trade* the London Company In Bengal. 

The only separate instructions were that in an. grant they 

might obtain they were to, avoid the eondltion of paying 

the 3000 rupees for permission for each vessel to load* 

and to procure an exemption from stoppage of their boats 

1 

on the Oanges by the subordinate officers. In reply to these 

2 

directions 81r Edward Littleton stated , that at first he 
could only obtain the same terms which had been granted 
to • interlopers*, that is, to pay 3000 rupees for per¬ 
mission to make sales and purchases for eaoh ship and give 
security for 6000 more should the Ambassador not procure 
a Finnan within a year; that under the temporary per¬ 
mission which had been purchased, he had established Fac¬ 
tories at Ballasor and Dacca but from want of Factors and 
Writers properly qualified, he had not attempted a Factory 
at ifiasimbazar or Maidah, until he knew the issue of the 
application for the Firman it would not be prudent to en¬ 
large the trade or to pay further rents for buildings or 
ware-houses because there would be more chargeable than 
any expenses whioh would be inourred in building a Factory; 
that he had, however, prooured an order for such a build¬ 
ing and would after the rainy season fix on a situation 
and make preparations for this undertaking. 

On the state of the trade in Bengal Sir Edward Lit¬ 
tleton made a comparison between the stock and funds of 

1. Letters from the Court of Directors to their President 
and Oouncil at Rugll, Apr. 8, May 9, Sept. 7, Hov. 28, 

Deo. 19, 1700, Feb. 13, 1701. 

2. Bruce, p 415. 
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the London and English Companies and of their respective 
1 

equipments, drawing from it an inference of what would be 
the effects of a Union on the funds of the English Com¬ 
pany and the relative ranks of their servants; the stock 
of the London Company exceeding that of the English in the 
proportion of five to two, and their ships having arrived 
early in the market they had possessed a decided advantage; 
but though they had continued a corporation , if the English 
Company would send an ample stoc khe did not despair of 
obtaining his superiority of trade. The opposition of the 
London Company still continued for they would not hear 
his Commission read and hampered him in every possible way. 

In the management of the trade, Sir Edward Littleton 
2 

explained that the English Company’s servants had been 
much distressed for want of pilots acquainted with the 
soundings of the Canges, and their stores endangered from 
being without a proper guard, the greater part of the sold¬ 
iers brought out from England havlr^ died or deserted, and 
many of the seamen having left service; *an evil against 
which some regulation should be provided by taking an obli¬ 
gation from the country vessels to pay 1000 rupees for 

every English seaman who might be found on board without 

3 

the Council’s license*. 


1. Bruce, p 416. 

2. Ibid, p 418. 

3. Letters (general) from Sir Edward Littleton and Council 
at ftttgll to the Court. June 4, 1700, Janf 18,Peb.l8,1701. 
Letters from the Presidency of Hugli to the Presidency of 
Surat June 4, 1700, Jan. 18, 1701. Letters from the Presi¬ 
dency of Rugll to Sir Win. Norris May 87, 17CD, Jan. 18, 

1701# 
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Ylth the failure of the Embassy of Sir Villlam Norris 

1 

to the Great Mughal, 1702, a further embarrassment came 
te the English Company In Bengal, For Norris had so far 
succeeded that an order came from the Mughal to seize the 
property and servants of the London Company, This order 
was so far carried into effect that the London Company's 
serva nts and the Dutch had been seized at Patna. Rugll 
was also threatened and contrary to the practise at 
Surat, the English Company's servants as they described It 
•for fear of the worst* were preparing to assist the Lon¬ 
don Company, Under these hardships Sir Edward Littleton 

purchased a renewal of the Prlnoes Nlshan for trade till 

2 

a Pirman should be obtained. He also applied to the recent 

ly appointed I Ivan for a Parwana for free trade which would 

enable him to continue his efforts should the Pirman not 
3 

b e granted. 

In 1702, further trouble was experienced owing to the 
Mughal*8 Embargo on trade which was rigorously enforoed 
by the Dlwan, All Europeans were indiscriminately seised 
in the Out-Pactorles and the English Company’s Agent at 
Kaslabazar, RaJaahal and Patna were thrown Into prison and 
their effects sealed up. 


1, Bruce, p 461, 

2, Ibid, p 462, 

3, Letter (general) from the Presidency of Hugli to the 
Court of the English Oorapany Deo. 2t 1701, Jan. 27, Peb, 

3, 1702, Letters from the Presidency of Bengal to the Pres¬ 
idency of Surat Apr114, 1701,March 7, 1702. 

4, Bruce, p 524. 
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Haring no soldiers for a guar 4 Sir Rdward Littleton was 

obliged to fortify the Factory at Hugli In the beet manner 

practicable and to hire 100 Portuguese and such other 

Europeans as he could engage. He also recalled the ship 

DeOrare" which had already dropped down the river on her 

voyage to Europe and stationed her abreast of the Factory 

for Its protection. As the oppression continued for a 

considerable time and was supposed to be the result 

of the Joint Councils of the Prince and the Dlwan, it 

became necessary to keep one of the Company*s ships 

1 

constantly moored near the Factory. 

Meanwhile In January, 1702, the Courts of Directors 

2 

of both Companies transmitted the news of the Aet of 
Union to their servants In Bengal with the usual orders 

to unite their efforts to secure the trade for the Eng* 

3 

1 ish nation. 


1. Letters (general) from Sir Edward Littleton and Conn¬ 
ell at Hngli to the Court of Directors of the English 
Company March 6, 1788, Letters from the Presidency of 

Hugli to the Presidency of Surat Apr. 80, Oet. 6, Nov.14,1708 

2. Bruce, p 499 and 514. 

3. Letters from the Court of Directors of the London Company 
to the President and Oounoll In Bengal Ang. 4, 1708. 
Letters from the Court of Dlrec^o's of the English Company 
to Sir Edward Littleton and Council at HUgll. Aug.6,87, 
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chapter n. 

THE ENGLISH COMPANY* 3 EMBASSY TO THK CHEAT MUCHAL. 

Soon after Its charter was granted the Bngllah Oom- 
p any resolved to sollelt and obtain permlselon from the 

e 

King to send Mr* (after Sir William) Norris f a member of 
the House of Commons 9 as Ambassador to the great Mughal 
Aurangeeb, from the English nation* By thus sending a 
regular envoy the English Gompany Imitated the precedent 
set by the London Gompany which had sent 81r Thomas 
Roe as Ambassader to Jahanjlr In the reign of James 1} 
and hoped to prove Its status as the new English authority 
In India* 81nee the time of Roe the London Gompany had 
sent only commercial agents as envoys to the courts of 
Indian sovereigns. The object of the mission of Norris 
was to solicit Firmans or imperial privileges for the 
Rhgllsh nation and to render the English Company Its repre- 

i 

sentatlve In the Bast Indie*. 

Among the presents Intended by the English Gompany 

for the Mughal they wished to Include a small train of 

brass artillery and requested by petition to the klng t 

William 111, that they might be furnished by the Board of 

8 

Ordinance with them. The petition was referred to the 
Board, which reported **that they did not know how far It 
might be justifiable to furnish foreigners with a train 
of artillery which at one time or another may be used 

1* Bruoe* p 881. t 

8* Ibldf p 881. 

Digitized by v^rOO^lC 





































1 

against his Hasjesty's subjects** 

The Directors of the English Company laid great 
weight on the Embassy and all their consuls were especially 
directed to Investigate carefully the nature and extent 
of the privileges which the London Company had hitherto 
possessed* to make translations of all Plrmans which 
they enjoyed and to transmit them to Sir William Norris 
with any observations whldi migffc occur to them in council# 
on the subject of such farther privileges as it would be 
expedient to solicit* and to assist him in every possible 
way. The English Oompany appear early to have been appre¬ 
hensive that the expenses of the Embassy would be consid- 
9 

erable, for the Directors authorised Sir Nicholas Waite 
at Surat* to advance &20*000 to the Ambassador* but 
expressed a hope that the charges would not amount to a 
greater sumj for with this fund * they trusted he would 
be able to procure extensive privileges* and that by 
liberal expenditure at first his negotiations would be 
speedily terminated. 

Accordingly* Sir William Norris sailed for India 
on the *Harwlch* and arrived off llasullpatam on Septenn 
ber 23* 1699* apparently under the advice of John Pitt* 
with the Idea of making his way thence to Aurangseb’s 

1. Petition of the English Oompany to the King for a train 
of brass ordinance to present to the Itughal and Report 
of the Board of Ordinance on this petition* Dee.14*1696. 
(last India Papers in State Paper Office* Part ll*No.26 
and 97.) 

2. Bruce* p 269. 

9. Ibid* p 988. 
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court. The Mughal at the great age of eighty-one years 

and in declining health* but still taking the field was 

then encamped in the Maratha country either before 

Sattara, or preparing for the defence of that place* The 

1 

following letter wa3 at once dispatched! 

Sir William Norris to the Gentlemen of the English Com¬ 
pany's Factory at Metchlepatanj 

• ffrom on board his Majesties Shipp Harwich rideing 
att Achor in the Roade before Metchlepatam on the Coast 
of Cormandell the 23th of September 1699** 

•Hon:Gentlemen 

•I thought Necessary to take the first Opportunity 
to Signify to you my Arrivall on the Ooast, which was 
(with the Squadron under the command of Comadore Warren) 
on the 20th Instant about six in the Evening* And on 
Munday next X intend to dissimbarque. 

■This oomes bp a Shipp in the servioe of the Old 
Company, wherefor X think itt not expedient to say any 
thing further then that X am 

•HornGentlemen 

•Your humble 8ervant 
•fin. Morris: 

•All possible Provision is makeing (by the Governor in 
Gheife of this Province vnder the Great Mogull) for 
my Reeeptlon, with great Grandure and all Imaginable 
demonstrations of ffriendship* A Supply of Wine and strong 


1. Hedges, Vol. ill, p Lll. 
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leer will bee Necessary by the first Opportunity,■ 

1 

To this Oonsull Pitt replied: 

* My Lord 

."Shall get all things ready for Your Lord- 

ships reception on Munday and will advise You tomorrow 
what hour of the day will be best to Land* 

■If your Ixoellency pleases in my opinion 'twill 
be best to have only a Co Id treat and the Severall tables 
ready Spread Cover'd, upon Your Arrivall, for 'twill 
be impossible to hltt the time so exactly to have it hott 
and in Order besides 'twill be expected, it shou'd be done 
with a great deal of more Ceremony than what circumstances 
will admltt, for Your Sxcellenoy oannot but be Sensible 
Wee must be in a little hurry, not being Yet well 8ettled, 
and every body with me Unacquainted with India, 

•Fee had the misfortune to loose One of Our Seamen 
last night upon the barr, 

•I am "My Lord 

■Your BsoelU most humble servant 

•J.Pitt*. 

•Metchlepatam:23|7bri99,* 

On this occasion Oonsull Pitt addressed a letter to Mr, 

8 

Lovell, the London Company's agent at Ha^ulipatam notify¬ 
ing the arrival of the Ambassador and requiring that he 
and the London Company's other servants should attend the 
ceremony of his landing. To this demand Mr, Lovell coi*- 

1* Hedges, Tol, 111, p Lll. 
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P lied - a marked contrast to the action of most of the 

London Company*s servants and one which caused him to bs 

accused by his superiors of favoring the English Company* 

later. Immediately upon his arrival Sir William Norris 

sent Mr. Harlewyn to notify his character to the native 
1 

governor* and to desire information respecting the rest* 
denoe of the Mughal to whose court he was about to pro¬ 
ceed* and received for answer that the Mughal was at 

Visapur • 

These transactions were reported to Governor Pitt 

at Port St. George who at once issued a protest '-nder 

8 

the London Company’s seal* arainst 8ir William Norrist 
interference in any aprlioatlons which the London Company 
might make to the native governments, that might effect 
the rights they had piirchased and enjoyed; because they 
were not subject to the control of any public minister 
during the continuance of their term of trade. At the 
same time he addrer ed the Governor of llseulipatam and 
the new Kawab Madia Kahn Beg solleitlng their proteotion 
to the London Company , explaining that the reason why 
their Factors had not waited on them was due to the 
measures of the English Company whioh had prevented their 
discharging this duty. 

The accounts Sir William Morris gave of his own 
progress to the Court of Directors of the English Ccmi&ny 


X• Bruce, p 344. 
S. Bruce, p 328, 
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1 

revealed the true state of affairs* fft reported that after 
toaohing at Forto Novo , being in want of water, he put 
into Madras Roads, where he was respectfully saluted by 
the Fort but was afraid to land lest the captains of the 
fleet which conducted him might be influenced against 
the English Oompany , s interests by the President, and 
Council at Port St, George; that he was in great want of 
proper interpreters and that the native officers made 
considerable difficulties in acknowledging his rank 
as Ambassador; that from not being furnished with proper 
3 /,i i. it would be the middle of April before he oould 

attempt to proceed on his Journey; that in this Interval 
he had solicited the Nawab for a Parwana granting free¬ 
dom of trade till a Firman from the Mughal could be 
obtained , giving as a reason for his application for both 
that the London Company would soon be dissolved; that though 
the Nawab had apparently agreed to grant the Parwana, his 
Dlwan had demanded 80,000 rupees as the amount of duties 
on customs mwlng by the English Company, since their 
Factories had been established: that a further demand had 
been made, founded on a oomplAlnt made by the Lascars 
in the fleet that the wages due them had been withheld, 

and that his Interpreter had been detained till this de¬ 
ft 

mand had been complied with* 

Meanwhile Mr. Edward Norris the Secretary of the Am¬ 
bassador had sent intelligence to Sir Nicholas Vr.^a at 

1* Bruce, p 345 . 

ft* Letters from Sir Norris the Ambej^jftdor to the Oourt 
of the Enelish Comnanv. Ian. 1.Mareh 12* 1TOO. 
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Surat raspeating the Ambassador's landing at Masullpataa 

1 

September 25, 1699, and his request that persons in- 
struoted in the Moorish and Persian lan; ;u a re a might be 
sent to assist him In his negotiations, and that Sir 
Nloholas might transmit to hJ .i copies of all Firmans 
which had been granted to the Inglish, with suoh observations 
as ha had been able to make on the subject; pressing 
dispatch as he had been empowered at the expense of L20,000 
to solicit and procure from the Mughal an exemption from 
all duties within his dominions. The Ambassador also de¬ 
sired to know what further oharges ha might incur in pro¬ 
curing this great object of his mission and requested that 
Sir Nloholas Waite would forward to the Mughal's damp the 
train of artillery which had bean sent as a present by 
the English Company • Sir Nicholas Waite was also or¬ 
dered to intimate to the President and Oouncll of the Lon¬ 
don Goupany at 8urat, the arrival of the Ambassador and 

that he was to prooeed to the Mughal's court to fulfill 

2 

the object of hl3 mission. 

The instructions of the Court of Directors to Sir 
William Norris were that he was to endeavor to prooure priv¬ 
ileges in general terms and the admission of the Company's 
Consuls to the rank of King's ministers as otherwise their 
authority would not be recognised by the English subjects 

in India; that the temporary grant of the "Chop* *H° w lng 
trade, had very properly been placed upon the old grant from 


1, Bruce, p 344. 

2, Letter from Mr. Norris ,Sec'y of the Embassy to Sir 

Nloholas Waite at 8urat, Oat. 21, 1699. 
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the King of Ooloonda in 1679, vhich In general was to the 
English nation; a basis on which the Court trusted the 
Firman would be obtained by the Ambassador; that in par¬ 
ticular it would be important to get the privilege of a 
mint at Madapollam, the principle seat of their trade and 
permission to examine all English ships whioh might be 

carrying on illicit trade in Mughal ports and to oondemn 

1 

them. 

8ir William Norris soon after his arrival in Masuli- 

patam sent for the Information respecting the privileges 

8 

he was to solicit, which Sir Nicholas Waite had been in¬ 
structed to collect at Surat, In answer Sir Nicholas re¬ 
ported that his meeting the Ambassador previously to his 
setting out for the Mughal v s camp wa3 indispensable and that 
it would havd been preferable, if, instead of landing at 
Masulipatam, he had come directly to Surat, and he now in¬ 
sisted that the Ambassador should come to Surat and proceed 
from that place to the court and offered that six young gen¬ 
tlemen Writers should attend the Embassy, Having taken 
these measures Sir Nicholas Waite informed the Ambassador 
that the London Company had sent Kwaja Afennes, an Armenian 
Vakil to Aurangved to counteract the Ambassador’s negotia¬ 
tion ;that he had forwarded the presents of guns, ete, with 
ten soldiers, six Writers and two surgeons under the charge 
of the Reverend Mr, Hackett, the Chaplain to Berhampur 
to await his arrival; that he must be careful not to inter- 


1, Bruce, p 390, 
8, Ibid, p 396, 


Digitized by 


Google 




Digitized by 


GoogI 


87 


pose his good offloes on behalf of the London Company* 

who were endeavoring to get free of the teeurlty Bond 

which they had granted to make good the damages done to the 

pilgrims 9 ships by pirates* lest such Interposition might 

lnvdlve the English Company In their engagements and debts* 

This was aeoompanled by a request that the Ambassador would 

draw on Masullpatam for what money he might want to defray 

his charges as the LICK)*000 stock sent by the Court had 

1 

been expended lnpurchaslng an Investment* 

, Meanwhile after remaining in Masullpatam till the 
beginning of May 1700 the Ambassador fo^nd that the equipage 

for his Journey to Golconda and thence to the Mughal 9 8 

9 

Camp had not been provided by Consul Pitt. The blame he 
Imputed to the Consuls 9 chief Dubash Vinkatadur whom he 
suspected of having been bribed by the London Company*s 
servants In connection with the Mughal 9 a officers* Be 
therefore decided to proceed to Surat in one of the 0ompany 9 s i 
regular ships expressing to Sir Nicholas Waite his fear 
that the sergioe might experience prejudice from delays 
8uoh as had ocoured in Bengal where Sir Edward Littleton 
had only been able to procure a conditional license to trade 
for six months* the time In which it was supposed a Firman 
could be obtained* 

Sir William Norris 9 resolution to proceed to Surat by 

3 

sea was retarded by Consul Pitt who asserted that It would 

1* Bruce* p 398, 

9. Ibid, p 399. 

3. Ibll* p 399* 
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be derogatory to the Ambassador's eharaeter and dignity* 
after haring touwhed at one port In the Mughal's dominions* 
not to go dlreotly to his camp but to take shipping to 
another port. This opinion he strengthened by a minute of 
Council that the Ambassador should remain at Masullpatam 
during the rainy season and then commenee his Journey. 
Irritated at this opinion* Sir William Morris ascribed It 
to the lnsiduous conduct of the Consul's chief broker - 
▼ho was still protected and retained In his service* not¬ 
withstanding frequent remonstrances to dismiss him - and also 
to a Jealousy of Consul Pitt at his superior rank. The 
Consul finding the Ambassador determined to proceed to 
Surat by sea* gave him a memorial of the privileges he 
ought to solicit for the Ingllsh Oompany on the Coromandel 
Ooast* in substanoe that the Firman should be founded on 
that granted to the Bngllsh nation by the King of Qoleon- 

da In 1675 at the request of llr. Manwaring with the following 
1 

additions: a grant of the towns of Deverampank and Mad- 

apollam with the adjoining villages* which they then rented 
at 600 pagodas per annum; a mint for ooining rupees and pa¬ 
godas at Madapollam; all the Company's servants and washers 
of cloths (dyers) to be exempted from taxes and all disputes 
among them deolded by the Consul and his eounoll; the London 
Oompany to deliver up their stamps and dyes for coining; 
the Consul to be acknowledged by the native governors and 
officers as the King of Bngland's minister; the Firman to 

1. Bruce, p 400/ 
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be In the name of the English Company established by the 

ling In Parliament and no other English subject to rent 

any town or lands from the native governors. 

The manner rather than the substance of this memorial 

1 

confirmed the suspicions of Sir Vllliam Norris that the 
broker of Consul Pitt as well as the native chiefs on the 
Coromandel Coast were leagued against the progress of 
his Embassy. But these suspicions were now shifted from 
the broker to Oonsul Pitt himself, whom he represented to 
the Court in a formal complaint as having thwarted him in 
the objeot of his Embassy, and either to have fereen corrupted 
by the servants of the London Company or to have acted in 
the manner oontrary to his duty, with a view to conceal 
the private traffic whioh he carried on for his own benefit- 
in opposition to the interests of the Company. These sus¬ 
picions were strengthened by the reiterated applications 
of Sir Nicholas Valte who by daily hlrkaras acquainted the 
Ambassador with the fact that he was making every preparation 
for his reception and for his Journey, which he trusted would 

defeat the combination against him by Consul Pitt and the 

/ 

native officials. This intelligence was accompanied with 
oomplaints of Consul Pitt for his intemperate language in 
his correspondence on the commercial oonoems of the Com¬ 
pany between the Coast and Surat. 

Under these impressions and from the assurances of Sir 
Nicholas Valte that evry preparation was being made at 

1. Bruce, p 409 -1* 
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Surat to forward the lmbassy t Sir William Norrio obliged 
the Oonsul to change the destination of the ship •Sommers* 
that it might prooeed with him to Surat whither he sailed 

from Masulipatam on August 23, 1700 after a delay of eleven 

1 

months. On leaving that port he accused Consul Pitt of 

breach of duty and wrote to this effeot not only to the 

8 

Court of Directors but also to the Secretary of State* 

Consul Pitt in his turn wrote to the Court of Directors 

vindicating his eonduct against these accusations. 

3 

He stated that instead of having obstructed the Journey 
of the Ambassador every effort on his part had been made 
to facilitate the mission* The best evidence of this 
was the fact that the expenses of the Ambassador during his 
residence on the Coromandel Coast were 113,000 rupees; 
that after the fullest preparations had been made for his 
Journey, under the pretext that two Poujdars had refused to 
furnish oxen (which they afterwards gave) he had diverted 
the line of trade, for whioh the ship • Sommers* was intended 
to be altered, and employed that vessel to carry the 
Ambassador and his suite to Surat notwithstanding a notioe 
from the Mughal that it was expected he would proceed by land. 
Consul Pitt and his council therefore protested against the 
Ambassador's conduot and informed the Court that his 
voyage to Surat had been undertaken by the advice of Sir 
Nicholas Waite whose letter to the Mughal had done great 

1* Bruce| p 401. 

8* The text of this document is found in Hedges Vol* 111, 
LV11, LV111, UY. 

3* Bruce, p 412* 
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prejudice to the Oompany v s affairs and the charges of tht 
Imbassy and the present to Assad Kahn the Waslr had greatly 
embarrased the funds. 

After a long and tedious voyage oonvoyed by four ships 

of the loyal Navy Sir William Norris arrived at 8wally, 

the port of Surat on December 10, 1700 and notified his 

character and made known the reception he expected to the 

1 

Oovernor of Surat. The Governor In reply answered that un¬ 
less the King of Xngland's letter appointing Sir William 
Norris to the rank, of Ambassador should be laid before him, 
he could not admit him as such till he had received the 
Mughal's orders; for if he did It would be at the risk of 
losing his head particularly as Sir John Gayer the Governor 
of Bombay and General of the London Company had refused ts 
recognise the Ambassador's authority. 

Immediately on his arrival 81r William Noorls, since hie 
dignity as an Ambassador was superior to that of Sir John 

Gayer ordered the captain of the old Company's ship"Tavistock" 

8 - 

to strike her Union Jack in token of respect. This was 
done, but Sir John Gayer fearing that the old Factory would 
sink in the estimation of the natives ordered it to be 
reholsted. The arrival of the Act of Parliament which 
continued the London Company a3 a corporation , at this 
juncture, was immediately notified te Sir Nicholas Walts 
and again put the claims of the two companies more on a state 
of equality • Norris then applied for permission to make a 


1. Bruce, p 401-8. 

*. Ibid, p 374-5, And.rson, p 14«. 
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publio entry into Surat* But for conceding this privilege 

the Governor char ed IP 00 gold mohurs * Then the Bmbassy 

■ade its solemn entry. Under these oireumstanoes Sir Nlehola- 

1 

Waite informed the Court that he had been obliged to make 
a large present to oovnteract Sir John Gayer*s projects of 
inducing the Governor to refuse his acknowleggemnet of the 
Ambassador and to recieve him with suitable solemnity; 

But that his resources were by no means such as could meet 
the charges of the Embassy which he had with so muoh pains 
endeavored to bring to Surat, for he had been obliged to 
furnish the Ambassador with 10,000 rupees and credit for 
a lakh and a half which he had borrowed* Moreover, the 
presents whioh had been sent by the Court, had been Im¬ 
properly selected; for instead of rarities the articles were 
common and of little esteem in the country* Sir William 
Norris, on this occasion found himself extremely embarrased 
and not choosing to proceed without the authority of the 
presidency to which he had been referred, required from 
81r Hloho Us Waite and his oouncil a written order for the 
stuns whlon he was to offer the Mughal and his principle 
ministers* 

The ambassador next notified 8ar John Gayer that his 

diplomatic commission would be publicly read on Db camber 86 

8 

and that it would be the dut; of all Englishmen to attend* 
Gayer in reply plainly disavowed his authority. Nor was he 


1* Bruoe, p 408* 

2. Ibid, p 376. 
Anderson, p 146* 
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content with words, for he disp&tohed an Armenian Vakil 
to Court afe his envoy with orders to frustrate all the 
Ambassador's efforts* Enraged at this opposition Sir 
Nicholas Waite brought a complaint before the Governor on 
January 22, 1701 against the Factors of the old Company 
for the insult which they had offered the Ambassador and 
seised Mr* Wyche and Mr. Garnet and Mr, Richardson and 
delivered them to the Governor who detained them until 
they oould find security for their arpearance when called upoi 
Sir Nicholas Waite now for the first time began to 

discover the effects of his seal In diverting the liriassy 

1 

from Masulipat&m to 8urai; and lowered the terms specified 
In his own projeot of a Firman for the English nation, 
by advising Sir William Norris not to press his solicitations 
for any new privileges for the English Company, beyond those 
which were enjoyed by the London Oompany, till such time 
as he could receive information of the privileges required 
by the Company's presidents on the Coast and in Bengal* and 
to request when this should arrive that beside the Firmans 
six lakh 3 of rupees should be annually paid to the English 
Company for the expense of the eonvoys of the Jaddah and 
oooha fleet8* and above all , that the Firmans ought to be 
expressed in such terms as would give to the Oonsul at 
Surat ax;thorlty to enforoe the observation of them. If 
these conditions could be obtained his opinion was *.hat the 
Ambassador might gi ve to the Mughal and his principal 


1. Bruce, p 493. 
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offloers v besides the presents, a sum not exceeding two 
lakhs of rupee8* He then enumerated the principal min¬ 
isters of the Mughal to whom portions of this sum were to 
be offeredj seven of whom must be bribed high to conciliate 
them to the interests of the English Company. In conducting 
the negotiation he oautioned the Ambassador, if he expeoted 
to euooeed not to disputewith the officers of the Mughal, 
on oermonies or precedents to which Ambassadors in Europe 
were acoustomed, because in the Mughal Empire such forms 
could not be admitted. 

Under these circumstances Sir William Norris set out 

from Surat on January 27, 1701, on his Journey towards the 

Mughal*s camp with the retinue of sixty Europeans and three 

hundred natives. On the eighth of February he arrived 

1 

at "Kokely* sixty-six ooss from Surat. At this place he was 

Informed by Sir Nloholas Waite, that Sir John Gayer and the 

London Company*s servants had been slezed and imprisoned 

by the Governor of Surat* but at the same time that their 

Vakil had gone to court to negotiate for them with a oredlt 

2 

of two lakhs of rupees. On February 14, the Ambassador 
reaohed "Banoolee* and dispatched a messenger to Sir 
Nicholas Waite , desiring to know by whose authority Sir 
John Gayer had been siezed, as necessary information to him 
in directing his applications to the Mughal. On his journey 
a mutiny took plaoe among the peons attending him, at a 





1. Bruce, p 404. 

Anderson, p 460. 
8. Bruoe, p 404. 
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time and in situations when the appearance of armies of ths 

Hindu chiefs in the vicinity of his small oamp and the 

Hughal troops keeping then in check endangered his pro- 
1 

gross. St i3 remarkable that even in this early period 
the discipline of the small body which formed the Ambassa¬ 
dors guard, kept both in awe; nor were these dangers 
lessened by the reports of Sir Nicholas Waite from Surat 
that a demand had been made upon him by the Governor for 
security against the pirates in the South Indian Seas. 

This he oould evade only by offering his security for any 
vessel which might be taken by the London Company’s ships 
as the Ambassador was on his way to court to arrange all 
those points with the Emperor. 

Sir William Norris on February 19 prooee d d on his 

Journey as far as "Gelgawn* near Aurangabad from whioh he 

2 

expressed his fears to Sir Nioholas Waite that should Sir 
John Gayer and the London Company’s servants be released 
from confinement they would in revenge for the injuries they 
had sustained probably blockadethe port of Surat, an event 
which would arouse the Mughal’s anger and frustrate the 
object of the Embassy. He,therefore, recommended that a 
ship should be constantly stationed off the port to prevent 
this measure being resorted to be the London Company. On 
February 21, the Ambassador reached "Damondav*#" where he 
reoleved authority from Sir Nicholas Waite to pay such sums 

1. Bruce, p 404-5. 

Anderson, p 450. 
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as might be necessary to obtain the privileges ) It being 
advisable to give any amount for them before the arrival 
of Dr* Davenant, who might counteract the whole of the 
negotiation and to induce the Mughal to accede to his 
requests he was empowered to offer 6000 maunds of lead 
per annum at six rupees per maund. 

1 

On March 3, 1701 the Ambassador reached ■Berhampur” 

at which It became expedient to pay a visit in form to the 

Wazir Oaza-adi Khan • A short time was spent in adjusting 

the ceremonials, the Ambassador requirung to be admitted to 

a conference preceded by drums, trumpets, etc., which the 

Wazir refused as being inconsistent with Eastern usages 

on such occasions. This refusal the Ambassador considered 

derogatory to his dignity and he left Berhampur without 

having a conference with the Wazir and reached "Panwel* on 

April 7, 1701 near which the Mughal’s camp was located. 

As soon as the Ambassador’s arrival was notified, an order 

was issued granting him permission to enoamp, and an audience 

2 

with the Emperor was obtained. 

In this early stage of the business, Norris received 


1. Bruce, p 406. 

Anderson, p 150. 

2. The primary authorities for the above facts are; - 
Correspondence between Sir Wra. Norris and Sir Nicholas 
WnJ-ue while at Masulipatam and during his Journey to the 
Mughal’s camp April 13, 16, 23, 30, May 31, June 12,22, 
July 1, Aug. 5, 7,Sept. 19, Nov. 4,oO, Dec. 5, 10,13, 

17, 21, 1700, Jan. 14, 20, 23, Peb. 1,6,8,9,12, 14, 17, 
19, 21, 27, March 3, 8, 18, 1701. Letter from Sir Wm, 
Norris to the Court Aug. 19, 1700. Letter from Sir Wm. 
Norris to the Governor of Surat, Dee. 26, 1700. Corres¬ 
pondence between Sir Wm. Norris and Consul Pitt June 6, 
Aug. 3, 22, 1700. Copies of Firmans to be requested for 
Surat and the Coromandel, May 14,Aug:14, 1700. 
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Information of the Act of Parliament continuing the London 

1 

Company as a corporation. This caused hesitation respecting 
the basis upon which it had been agreed he was to open 
his negotiation. On consultation with the principal per¬ 
sons attending the Embassy , it was agreed that it would 
not be lawful for the Ambassador to represent to the Mughal 
that the London Company was to cease in September, 1701, 
notwithstanding his previous assertion of the ciroumstanoe 
to the Governor of the provinces and to the Mughal’s min¬ 
isters. But this produced difficulties as to the manner 
in which he was to open the business with the Emperor. 

It was, however, impossible to retract for already the 
time had been fixed for his audience and the ceremonial 
of his Procession , which was to be as impressive as possible 
had been settled. 

The order of the Procession on April 28, 1701, was 
2 

as follows:- Mr. Cristor , Commander of hi 3 Excellency’s 
Artillery on horseback. 

Twelve carts wherein were carried the twelve brass guns 
for presents. 

Five hackeries, with cloth etc. for- presents. 

One hundred Oohurs and nessures carrying the glass¬ 
ware and looking glasses for presents. 

•Two fine Arabian horses, richly cararisoned for presents. 
Two ditto with caparisons for presents, 

1. Bruce, p 461. 

2. Ibid, p 462-475. 
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Four English soldiers on horseback* guarding the 
presents* 

The Union Flag • 

The Red* White and Blue Flags* 

Seven state horses, richly caparisoned , two with 
English harness and five with Indian* 

One state palanquin with English furniture of siver 
tissue brocaded* 

Two other crests* 

The band with rich liveries on horseback* 

Mr. Basset * Lieutenant of his Excellency’s foot-guards 
on horseback* 

Ton servants in rich liveries on horseback* 

The King's and My Lords* Arms. 

One kettle-drumer in livery on horseback. 

Three trumpeters in liveries on horseback. 

Captain Symons, Commander of his Excellency’s guards* 

Twelve troopers every way armed and accoutered after 
the English mode* 

Mr* Beverly * Lieutenant of his Excellency’s horse guards 
The King’s and My Lords’ Arms richly gilt and very 
large* the first being borne by sixteen men • 

Mr* John Mill and Mr, Whitaker on horseback in rich 
lace d coats. 

Mr* Hale* Master of the Horse, richly dressed«carrylng 
the Sword of State pointed up. 

His Excellency in a rich palanquin,Indian embroidered 
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furniture. 

Four pages , two on each side of his Excellency*s pal¬ 
anquin richly dressed. 

Edward Norris, Esq., Secretary of the Embassy in a 
rich palanquin carrying his Majesty*s letter to the Em¬ 
peror* on each side Mr. Wingate and Mr, Shettleworth In 
rich lace coat 3 on horseback. 

Mr. Harlewyn, Treasurer, wearing a gold key and Mr. 

Adiel Mill, Secretary to his Excellency in a coach. 

This long procession was carefully arranged and the whole 
was certainly calculated to strike with wonder a people 
like those of India. The Ambassador, on being received 
by the Emperor, requested that the Firmans might be granted 
to each of the presidencies of Surat, Masulipatam, and 
Hugli, with an exemption from the bonds given by the London 
Company for the security of the seas. The Emperor*s orders 
were issued and in return for these favors the Ambassador 
paid another visit cf state to the Mughal and presented him 
with 200 gold mohurs. The Firman for Bengal wa3 more ex¬ 
tensive than those for Surat or those for Masulipatam be- 
eause it granted a total exemption from payment of duties 
and permission to have a mint; but the authority with which 
the Consuls were vested was the same for each presidency. 

The result of the negotiation thus appeared to be favor¬ 
able when cirourastances oocured which alarmed the Ambassador 
for the final suecess of the business. Sir Nicholas Waite 
had previously to the arrival of the Ambassador, addressed 
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a letter to the Mughal soliciting a separata Fi~man, In 
the Persian letter Waite had promised to give security 
for the safe navigation of the southern seasj but In the 
Inglish translation, sent to the Ambassador and to the 
court, this circumstance had been omitted. Thus, though 
the Ambassador had obtained an exemption from the Seourity- 
Bond extorted from the London Company the Mughal*a minister# 
considered the security offered in 8ir Nicholas Waite’s 
letter as the ground on which the Firman had been given* 

A delay of course took place till this objection could be 
explained or removed. This circumstance again brought 
complaint from Sir William Norris against Sir Nicholas 
Waite, not only for having by this letter impeded his pro¬ 
gress but for the scanty supplies of money sent from Surat 
to defray the charges which had nearly ruined the Imbassy* 
Another unfortunate circumstance occured at this crisis, 
namely the information of a dervish to the Mughal that the 
London Company had not paid their debts. This created a 
second delay and produced a positive order to sieze the pro¬ 
perty of the London Company and the persons of their ser¬ 
vants and to prohibit their trade in every part of his do¬ 
minions • But this produced an effect on the Hmbassy which 
had not been anticipated for it was further ordered that 
should the property of the London Company not be sufficient 
to cover those debts the Jnglish Company would be liable 
for them* Moreover, the applications of the Ambassador 
and of the Armenian Vakils for another, each offering 
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bribes and lavishing money for the same object, excited 
doubts in the mind of the Mughal and of his ministers as 
to which of the two companies was in fact the "real Englis 
Company* and induced the Mughal to order a letter to be 
written to 8ayyld Sadulla, an holy priest at Surat, This 
again became a source of delay; for in the whole of these 
transactions bribery was the only means which could be em¬ 
ployed, Sir Nicholas Waite was given to understand that 
10,000 rupees would be the prioe of the Sayyid*s report 
in favor of the English Company: but if such a report had 
really been made, its effects would have been immediately 
frustrated by the arrival of eight Mocha ships, the com¬ 
manders of which reported that three of their fleet had 
been taken by an English pirate. What at first was delay 
only, now turned to hesitation about granting the Finnan, 
though the reason given was that they could not be issued 
till the report wa3 made from Surat of the execution of th 
Mughal*8 orders* and an account of the London Company’s 
property received to ascertain whether they had funds suf¬ 
ficient to liquidate the damages done by pirates. The brib 
required by the 3ayyid was to be followed by one to the 
Oovernor who intimated that he had received an order from 
the Mughal to report the power of the respective companies - 
l.e, the sum which each could pay. The Governor made an 
offer himself to obtain the Firmans for the English Gompan 
if the Consul would pay 125, 000 rupees for the first , 

6 2, 600 for the second and 100,000 for the third and tha' 


































these sums should be paid at Suratz but before any of the 
Firmans could be issued the seas must be cleared of pirates. 
These delays and disappointments produced mutual ac¬ 
cusations between the Ambassador and Consul, The Consul 

and Council accused the Ambassador to the Court of Direc tors 

a 

of having, for European ceremony disobliged the Grand 
Wazir at Berharapur, and Mr, Mill the private secretary and 
Interpreter of having from his ignorance of the Persian 
language and usages of Eastern courts increased the dis¬ 
gust which the Ambassadors ill-judged sense of dignity had 
created; and also of having neglected to investigate suf¬ 
ficiently the proceedings and conduct of the London Com¬ 
pany* s Vakils , who from better knowledge of the manners 
and customs of the country had completely overreached him* 

Sir Villiam Norris on the other hand not only accused Sir 
Nicholas Waite of having impeded his progress by the impru¬ 
dent letter which has been referred to, but also of having 
withheld the money required as bribes to insure success. 

It may easily be supposed that under these circumstances, 
the negotiations would break off. The cause of this Sir William 
Norris in his despatch to the Consul at Surat on Ootober 
28, 1701, stated to have been a demand by the Emperor for 
the seeurity of the seas against pirates. This was evaded 
by the Ambassador pleading the security given by the three 
European nations , the French, the Dutch and the English, 
and that it wa3 unreasonable to domand security against the 
Malabar pirates who were the Mughal*s own subjects and whost 
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actions he alone could control} but that he wa3 ready to 
give a lakh of rupees to bo given exempted from the obliga¬ 
tion* In this instancei money had no charm and the answer 
not being satisfactory the Mughal intimated to the Ambassa¬ 
dor that *the English best knew if it was their Interest 
to trade , and if the Ambassador refused to give an obliga¬ 
tion, he knew the same way back to England that he came** 
Considering this a dismissal from the court, Sir William 
Norris desired *dustucks * or passports for Surat and 
published a notice in Persian , Hindu and English that all 
persons having any claims on the English Embassy should giva 
them in five days, as at that time he proposed to commence 
his Journey; and requested through the Wazir an audience 
of leave of the Emperor* The passports for the Ambassador** 
return we^e accordingly granted though the audience was 
refused, and having struck his tents Norris set out on tha 
morning of November 5, 1701, from the Mughal*8 oamp at 
"Murdawughen* on his march to Surat. 

The opinion of the different presidencies on the 
rupture of negotiations were i- at Surat, that Norri3 was 
not entitled to break off the Embassy by th^ 12th 
Article of his instructions without the consent of 8ir 
Nicholas Waite and his councils at Masulipatam, that his con¬ 
duct had been rash and imprudent though they still hoped the 
Pirman might be procured through the influence of the Tasir* 
and that it was absurd to insist on European forms not 
understood An an Eastern court and not less so to have 
neglected from a mere punotilio to pay hie respects to 
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Assad Kahn the ¥. zir at Berhampur and to oonolllate his 
favor; at Hugli, that the delays in obtaining the Firmans 
had exposed the trade in Bengal to exhorbitant demands 
from the Mughal officers and obliged them to apply to the 
new Diwan for permission to continue trade which from the 
rash and imprudent conduct of the Ambassador might ultl* 
mately be endangered. 

Meanwhile, ‘Ur William Norris had left the Mughal*s 

camp and proceeded on his Journey for three days when 

Mahmud Khan Diwan of the Deccan overtook him and , by the 

Emperor’s order-,, desired his return to court, asserting 

that he had set, out without the Emperor’s •austucks* and 

on Sir Willalm Norris’ producing them, affirmed that they 

had proceeded f~om an inferior office** without orders and 

/ 

desired that he would halt for two days till the Mughal’s 
pleasure should be known. Having halted for the time re» 
quired and no counter orders having reached him, Sir 
William Norris continued his march, and reached Berhamfcur 
on November 14 , where he found the Nawab Gaze-«di Khan 
the Mughal’s chief general in camp. Conferences and 
visits of ceremony took place between the ambassador and 
the officers of this general who desired that he would halt 
for a week to give time to write to court in favor of the 
embassy. 

In this interval every effort was made to induce Sir 
William Norris to visit the Nawab, which he declined under 
apology that not having taken a personal leave of the Bo* 
peror he oould not with propriety pay his respects to any 
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of his officers. No notice having been sent him direct 
from the Mughal he recommenced his Journey on T’ovember 
22, He had not advanced above two coss from Berharapur 
when he was surrounded by a large body of Oaza-adl K han*s 
troops, but the determined app aranoe of resistance by Sir 
William Norris* gua^d, prevented any violence, and the re¬ 
quest was again made that he would return to Berhampur 
for a few days, with which he was under the necessity of 
complying as his tents and baggage had been seized • Sir 
William Norris protested against this outrage as an insult 
offered to a representative of a great king ; but the pro¬ 
test wa;» answered by ftaza-adl Khan* s informing him that 
he oould not allow him to prooe ed till the Bmperor’s pleas¬ 
ure should be known. It was in this situation that he 
learned on November PM that orders had been sent to Surat 
to seize the prorertyand servants of the London Company 
till suoh time as the obligation for the security of the 
seas, given some years past , should be complied with. 

On DeoemberS, he was informed that, at the reoommendation of 
Oaza-adi Khan , the Pirmans would be granted and a demand 
was made for a sum of money for the intercession of this 
officer. Affairs continued in this situation till Pebruary 
4, when the ambassador was informed by Oaza-adl Khan that 
hs had received a letter and a sword from the Kmperor 
for the King of England with the promise that the Pirmans 

would be sent in a short time. The Ambassador reoelved the 

for Surat 

presents and at the same time pass-ports^for which place he 
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set out on February 5. Rustura the broker, was detained by 
the Emperor’s orders but was directed by the Ambassador, 
not to sign any obligation or give any further sums of 
money, on account of the embassy* Sir William Norris at 
this time promised Oasa-adl Khan that should the Plrnans be 
granted (beside the 2,300 gold mohurs which he had aotually 
paid to him) he should be further remunerated with a 
lakh and a half and his brother with 20,000 rupees. 

It was not, however, till April 12, 1702, that Sir 
William Norris reached Surat and on the 18th waited on the 
new governor who had formerly been treasurer and obtained 
permission for 3ir Nicholas Waite to go out of the city in 
which h9 had been confined slnoe the Ambassador left the 
court. On April 29, Sir William Norris embarked with thir¬ 
teen of his retinue on board the 11 r cLplo* a Permission 
ship on the Separate Stock and paid 10,000 rupees for his 
passage. Mr. Norris, his brother and secretary of the Em¬ 
bassy went on board the l> China Merchant " one of the Company’s 
ships with fourteen of the Ambassador’s suite. This embark¬ 
ation was effected by giving a bribe of 3,000 rupees to 
the Governor and 2,000 to his prinoipal officers The terms 
on which the ambassador and consul separated at the 
embarkation, may be seen from the fact that Sir William 
Norris declined to deliver to Sir Nicholas Waite a copy of 
his diary or papers, though he gave up his horses, camels, 
oxen, and elephants to be sold on the Company’s aooount. 
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On May 5 ,1702, the * Solplo , , and " China Merchant* sailed 

for England. In this manner terminated the second embassy 

1 

from an Knglish king to the Mughal Emperor. 


1. The primary authorities for the above facts arei Let¬ 
ters from Sir William Norris to the Presidency at Surat, 
April 7, 24, 25, May 15, Oot. 28, Nov. 4,11, 14, 25, 28, 
December 2,30,1701, Jan7 7, Feb.8,16, 1702. Order of the 
Procession at the ambassador** audienoe of the Imreror 
April 28, 1701. No. 5860, Lettersfrom Sir Nicholas Waite 
and Counell at Surat to S;r William Norris April 5, 9, 
May 5,9,16, 22,23,27, June l,Aug«18, 19, 31, Sept, 2 , 

16, Nov. 19,27,Dec. 1 , 13, 27, 1701. Jan.7,Feb.4, 1702. 
Letters from sir William Norris to the Presidency of 
Ma8ulipatam rune 12, 1701. Letters from the Presidency 
of Masulipat.*rn to Sir William Norris April 25, May 12, July 
14, Aug. 15, 26, Deo. 5, 1701, Jan. 18, March 4, 25, 1702. 
Letters f rom Sir William Norris to the Presidency of Hugli 
Aug. 14, 170 *Sept. 3, 1701. Letters from the Presidency 
of Hugli to the court April 22, May 78, 19, 1701. Letter 
f’-om Mr. Mill Secretary to Sir Wm. Norris to the court, 

Jan 15, 1702. Letter from Mr, Harlevyn treasurer of the 
embassy, to the court, dated at St. Helena, Oct. 31, 1702. 
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C HAPTBR Vll. 

PEACE BETWEEN THE COMPANIES* 

Within a few weeks after the establishment of the 

English Company in 1698, the Court of Directors of the 

London Company, writing to their President at Ft* St* 

1 

George declared, that the English Company had paid two 
tenths of their subscription} out of the first tenth, the 
discount had been allowed so that only 7 L was 
paid for the first 10 4. } that the second L10 was paid 

in full so that LI? only had been paid for each L100 
subscribed; that this L17 at the date of their letter 
October 28, 1698, sold for 114 whloh was a loss of nearly 
25 % on each a 1100; that this stock would diminish in 
value on the payment of eaoh subsequent tenth; that this 
proved to be the fact for when the third installment was 
paid it sold at 6 % discount; that the effect of this 
fall had already been felt by the stook-holders of the new 
Company ’»ho had begun to place their relianoe on the coa* 
lition with the old Oompany; and that though the Court were 
of the opinion that this might be the ultimate consequence 
they did not oonsider the present to be the time for lis- 
tening to it, or oindeed till the stook of the London and 
English Companies should bear nearly the same price* In 
December, 1698, the English Company still further lost 
confidence in their own speculation, for as the payments on 
their stock were made its value was depressed; and as early 
as March 1699, Mr. Paplllon was employed by them, to ne« 


1. Bruce, p 259 
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gotlate a coalition between the two companies. This 

project the Court of Directors of the London Company were 

of the opinion was inadmissable , unless the English 

Company had ready money to pay for forts and factories Sts* 

in India and to lay down the same sum to begin a new Joint 

1 

stock as the London Company we'-e able to do. 

Two months after these first efforts of Mr. Paplllon , 
frequent meetings were held between persons deputed by both 

Companies for the purpose of concerting measures for a 

3 

union. The first demands of both parties we^e so extrava¬ 
gant that the plan was relinquished. The English Company 
finding after the advance of 50 f on the L2,000,000 and 
20 for their equipment or 70 % on the whole, that their 
stock would only sell for 57 p became sensible that their 
speculation was on the decline and proposed that the Lon¬ 
don Company should accept as much stock in addition to 
the 1*315,000 which they had subscribed for as would make up 
their proportion to LI,000,000* This proposal the London 
Company rejected on the ground that their charter still pre¬ 
served them their privileges till September, 1701 and that 
whatever might be the result, their share of L315,000 
in the new stock would be sufficient, Independently of 
competition , to enable them to export as much British 
produce as could be sold in Indian markets. This refusal 
produced new approaches from the English Company for co- 
alltlon; as the London Company had refused to lend any ai d 

1. Letter from the Court of the London Company to the Pres 1 
ldent and Council of Ft* St. George, Dec*15,1698. Letter from 
the Court to the General and Council at Bombay, March 17,16(9$ 

3 * Bruce, p 291* 
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in supporting their credit, they determined to make a bold 
effort and call upon their subscribers for a payment of 85 X 


for trade on their stock of LI, 633,000, although they had 
not as ; et actually sent abroad more than L200,000* The 
payments now amounted to 95 X but the stock had propor¬ 
tionately decreased in value in the market below vhat it 
was when their payments were 70 f> only, that is, 95 % sold 
in July 1699 for 74 % only. 

On April 11, 1700, after considerable negotiation 
by the London Company, an Act for * Continuing the Governor 
and Company of Merchants Trading to the East Indies, a 
Corporation until the redemption of the 2,000,000 ad- 

2 

vanced by the English Company"received the royal ascent. 

The Directors of the English Company writing to their Consul 

5 

at Surat concerning this matter declared that, *a bill 
had been introduced into Parliament in favor of the London 
Company which continued them a corporation , entitled to 
trade on the proportion of the stock of the English Company 
for which they had subscribed, but which placed them on no 
better footing than the Mercer*s Company or any other cor¬ 
poration of London which might ohuse to subcribe and sub- 
J acted them to the payment of 5 X for the maintenance of 




1. The primary authorities for the a bove facts are, 

Letters from the Court to the General and Council in Bombay, 
May 5, July 28, 1699. Minutes of the Court of the London 
Company and representation of the English Company to the 
King on their proposals fojK' union being rejected by the 
London Company, Peb. and March, 1700. (East India Papers in 
State Paper offioe, Part 11 No. 138, 139, 140.) 

2 . East India Acts (Printed 1766) p 39. ft Bruos p 294. 

3. Bruoe, p 336. 
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public ministers** 

During the latter part of the same year, Mr. Secretary 
Vernon by order of the King notified the London Company, 
that In the preceding year after the bill for continuing 
them a corporation had passed both Houses, but previously 
to its receiving the royal assent, their Governor and com¬ 
mittees had readily agreed to the recommendation of the 
King, for forming a union with the Inglish Company, and de¬ 
sired to know what measures had been taken by them to this 
1 

effect. In consequence of this notice a court of the 

Generality (Proprietors) was called on December 23, 1700, at 

whioh it wn 3 resolved *thnt this Company as they have always 
been , so are they still ready to embrace every opportunity, 

by which they may manifest their duty to his Majestie and 

zeal for the public good, arid that they are desirous to 

contribute their utmost endeavors for the preservation of 

the East India trade to this kingdom, .and are willing to 

agree with the new Company upon reasonable terms.* 

This resolution was communicated to the English Company 

2 

by Mr. Secretary Vernon, with a request to know the terms 
upon which they were willing to unite with the London 
Company. In consequenoe a general court of the English 
Company w is held at Skinner*s Hall on January 2, 1701, vhleh 
oamo to the following resolutions as*reasonable terras* 
upon which they were willing to unite with the London 
Company, viz., that both Companies should bring horns their 


1. Bruoe, p 355 

2. Ibid, p MS. 
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effects without delay* pay all their debts* and divide 
the surplus among their respective proprietors; that after 
a certain clay ( to be hereafter agreed upon) both Oompanies 
should cease from exporting goods separately; that the & 
315*000 subscribed by Mr. John Dubois should be added to 
the stock of the English Company; that to enable the Lon* 
don Company to have their proportionate share of the trade 
they should be allowed to purchase £314*000 of the stock of 
the English Company (in addition to the £315,000 above 
mentioned) so as to entitle the London Company to one third 
of the whole Joint stockand t r ade; and that the valuation 
of the Dead Stock of the London Company and of the settle* 
ments of the English Company with the expenses of the Em¬ 
bassy to the great Mughal should be adjusted by arbitration. 

1 

In this situation Mr. Secretary Vernon desired a con¬ 
ference with the Governor and committees of the London 
Comiany and informed them that '' his Majesty was glad to 
find that the London Company were disposed to unite with the 
English Company on reasonable terms, and that he would wil¬ 
lingly know from themselves what those terms are.* 

A general court was accordingly summoned on January 27* 1701 
at which it was resolved, * That what terras may be Judged 
reasonable* they doe humbly conceive must arise froma treaty* 
and that they have appointed seaven persons of the Company 

to treat with a like number of the English Company in order 

2 

to an union.■ 


1. Bruoe, p 357. 

2 . Ibid, p 425. 
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On April 23, the Court met to reoeive such proposals 

as might be laid before them, when a plan suggested by Mr* 

John Draper to the Governor was read and Sir Basil Pirebraos 

informed the Court that he had offers to make which he 

doubted not would produce a Union between the two Com- 
1 

panies, tui desired that a recompense night bo allowed 
him for ..is trouble in the event of both C ^mp mies coming to 
an agreement. On the 24th* the Court resolved that the 
Committee of seven or any five of them should be author¬ 
ised exclusively to receive ori rji^ke proposals subject to 
the ultimate appro batlon of the general court* and also 
to settle the recompense to be given to Sir Basil Pirebrace 
provided he could accomplish this important business. 

The Committee of Seven after repeated conferences with Sir 
Basil Firebrace submitted on June 6, 1701 to the Court of 
Committees that as a recompense if he effected the union, 
4150,000 of the stock of the Company should be transferred 
to him on his paying 480 for eachfclOO, i.e., a reward of 
20 p on this sum as a compensation for his services. On 
September 26, 1701, Sir Basil Pirebrace applied to the 
Court to prolong the time for the negotiation which was to 
expire on September 29, 1701, when it was agreed that he 
ihould be desired to proceed in bringing the treaty to 
a conclusion, and assured that the. would represent hie 
services to the General Court for such recompense as they 
should think proper. 


1. Bruce, p 425 
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The conferences , however, continued from this period 
till the month of January, 1702, when the gene-al terms 
of the Union were agreed upon by both Companies; namely, that 
a Committee of twelve of each Company should be appointed 
a Court of Managers: each Company to contribute a moiety 
of what the managers should think fit to export; the Court of 
Managers to have the future directions of all matters re¬ 
lating to trade and settlements, but the Factors of each 
Company to manage the separate stocks of their respective 
employers sent out before the Union and to return the same 
and clear all accounts and debts in India before the expira¬ 
tion of seven years, at which tine, one great joint stock 
Company was to be formed by the Union of the two Com¬ 
panies. This agreement or Instrument of Union was ap¬ 
proved by the general Courts of both Companies on April 27, 

1 

1702. 

That there might be no ground for reciprocal com- 

2 

plaint, it was agreed that the equopments i f the two Com¬ 
panies should remain under their respective Directors. 

By a preliminary Deed, therefore, signed and sealed by the 
Managers of both Companies and dated July 22, 1702, it was 
agreed that the London Company*s ships, the" Howland" ," Regard * 
and "Gloucester* and the English Company*s ships the 
"Mary and Katherin e"and the " Samuel an d Anna" should continue 
on the separate account of their freighters. 

This ground being taken an Identure Tripartite oetween 


1. Bruce, p 426 

2. Ibid, p 46. 
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the Queen and the two East India Companies, dated July 22, 
1702, passed under the Great Seal of England, which in the 
correspondence of the Court with their foreign presidencies 
they described as their "Charter of Union", By this Deed 
it wa3 settled that the London Company should purchase as 
much of the stock of the E: gLish Company at par'^s would vest 
in each an equal proportion of the 12,000,000 for the ad* 
vane; of whioh to the Government , the Charter had been 
originally granted to the English Company, The Interests 
of the London and English Companies and Separate Traders 
were a3 follows: 

The London Company's subscription.315,000 

The English Company’s • ,...1,662,000 

Separate Trader* " .. .23,000 

fc 2,000,000 

By this agreement the Interests of the two Companies were 
fixed as follows: 

Purchase of stock by the London Company 
1673,000 in addition to their former stock 
making their share together.4 988,500 


English Company’s proportion..988,500 

Separate Traders ■ ... 23,00q 


2,000,000 


Having thus settled the mutual interests of the two Com* 
panie8 as far as regarded their respective stocks, it was 
decided that in future the trade to India should be carried 
on for seven pears on the two united stooks in the name of 
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the English Company, a3 thereby the privileges granted by 
the Chapters of both Companies and the Aot of Parliament 
would b9 best preserved, but the London Company was to have 
an 9'jual management of the trade. 

The principal difficulties of adjusting the respective 
interests of the two Companies boing thus removed# esti» 
mates wore made of the Dead Stock of both Companies, The 
Dead Stock of the London Company was valued at J»330,000 
and that of the English Company at L 70,000, The English 


Company were, therefore, to ray 1,130,000 to the London 
Company eo a 3 to make up • J» 200,000 for their half of the 
whole dead stock of 1.400,000. The London Company we^e 
to retain the use of their Dead Stock at home, during seven 
years and after that term they were to go to the United 
Company, During this period also, ^ach Company was to 
hold their distinct Courts and might raise money either 
for their respective shares of the United Trade or for 
laying their separate debts; but all debts contracted for 
the Joint Trade wore to be paid out of the United Company®s 
stock; each Company, forthwith were to bring home their 
separate estates and make dividends to their respective 
proprietors after which neither Company was to send out 
ships, bullion, or goods on their separate account. 

A Court of twenty-four managers was appointed, twelve 
to be chosen from each Company for carding on the trade 


and to act according to such rules as might be settled by 
the general courts of both Companies empowered to make by-lai 


for the United Trade; each 0 mpany was to furnish an e<iual 
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part of the stock for the United Trade and to export one 
tenth of their cargoes in good3 of the growth or manufacture 
of England, but no transaction on the Jointtrade was to be 
adopted without the consent of both Companies, the general 
Courts of which and the Court of Managers were to have the 
sole government of all their forts, factories, etc. in 
India and to apyoint Governors and officers with powers to 
build forts, etc. and raise, train and muster a military 
force for defense of the same and with authority to coin 
foreign money in India. 

,The London Company was to convey with the Queen* s li¬ 
cense the islands of Bombay and ST, Helena to the English 
Company and resign their Charters to the Queen in two months 
after the expiration of the seven years and thenceforward 
the Charter of the English Company (1698) wa -• to be considered 
thsfc of both and the two East India Comfanies were to take 
the name in the future of “The United Company of Merchants 
of England Trading to the East Indies." Their affairs were 

to be conducted by their own Directors agreeably to the 

1 

Charter of 1 69$W 

This Deed was followed on the same day by what was term¬ 
ed a Quinque- Partitie Indenture of Conveyance of the Dead 
Stock of th? two East India Companies* This Indenture was 
made between the London Company of the First Part; the 
English Company of the Second Part; Sir Jeremy Sambrooke* 
Trustee of the London Company*s Free-hold Warehouses in 

1* Indenture Tripartite between the Queen and the two Com¬ 
panies, dated July 22, 1702.(Printed collection of oharters 
P 243*) 
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Great St. Helens, London of the Third Part; Sir Thomas 
Davail and others Trustees of the London Company*s Lease- 
hold Warehouses in Great St. Helens of the Fourth Part; and 
Sir James Bateman and others Trustees for the English 
Company of the Fifth Part • The object of the Deed was to 
ascertain the Dead stock of each Company, that it might 
pass to the United Company at the termination of seven years 
in the manner specified in the Indenture Tripartite above 
recited • By this Deed the London Company agreed to trans¬ 
fer the Charters by which they held the islands of Bombay 
and St. Helena to the English Company for £200,000 credit 
in the United Trade, and the sura of £130,000 paid to them 
in money, and also their rights to all their several forts 

and factories within the limits of their Charter in the East 
1 

Indies; and the English Company on the other hand wer9 to 

be allowed 4.70,000 for their Dead Stock, consisting of various 

forts and factories. It was also mutually covenanted that 

both Companies should enjoy the respective profits and pay 

the respective charges of all their settlements to the date 

2 

of this Deed, 'July 22, 1702. 

As soon as these measures were decided upon, they were 
at once communicated by the Directors of both Companies to 
their servants in India. But it was not so easy for these 
men to deaprt at once from an opposition of interests which 



l.For the list of possessions thus handed over, see Bruce, 

P 490. 

8 . Indenture Quinque Partite or The Conveyance of the Dead , | 

Stock of the two East India Companies dated July 22, 1708 i 1 
(Printed collection of Charters, p 316) V 

Macphereon, p 721—3. 

























119 


h ■* wrought itself up into animosity and in some instances 

to revenge, though they were enjoined to lay aside all 

opposition and to forward the reciprocal views of the two 

Companies for lowering the prices of Indian commodities and 

disposing without rivalry of the European goods remaining 

in the warehouses. The manner in which this news was 

reoeived and acted upon at each of the three presidencies 

Of Surat, the Coast and Bengal, was as follows: 

In Surat Sir Nicholas Waite intimated the event in a 

formal manner to Sir John Gayer and he with equal formality, 

notified it to the Consul, each professing readiness to 

adopt measures for mutual interest in obedience to orders 

but neither reposing confidence in the professions of the 
1 

other, When the new Court of Managers chosen by the two 

Com'; anies took the general administration into their hands, 

they reappointed Sir John Gayer to be General and Governor 

of Bombay, Mr, Burniston to be Deputy-Governor and Sir 

Nloholas Waite to be President of Surat; for a3 yet they were 

uninformed whether Sir John Gayer had been liberated from 

the confinement in which the Governor of Surat had placed 
2 

him. It was ordered however that as soon as might be prac¬ 
ticable he should remove to the seat of government at 
Bombay and avoid all explanations with the Governor of Surat 
till he 3hould be in a situation when he could act inde- 
iendently; in the meantime, to prevent the recurrence of 
hostilities the consular powers of Sir Nicholas Waite were 


2 • Bruce, p 531, 

i. Correspondence b tween Sir John Gayer and Sir Nicholas 

Waite, Dec. 5, 7, /702. 
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revoked* It was also ordered that subsequently to duly 22, 
1702, all charges were to be defrayed by the United Stock 
and that all v-.car Ci.es were to be filled from the covenanted 
se”*vants of the Companies, conformably to their re¬ 
spective ranks. Supernumeraries had permission either to 
return to England or to r c main a3 Free merchants in India. 
Further an exact account was to be taken of the suns which 
had been extorted from the London Company for piracies, 
lut if the Firmans had not been obtained by Sir Nicholas 
Waite all negotiations respecting them was to terminate. 

At Surat long habit of opposition between °ir John 

Gaye~ and f 'ir Nicholas Waite continued to affect their 

1 

conduct. The incident of Sir John Gayer having received 
the earliest notice of the completion of the Union excited 
considerable Jealousy la Sir Niche las Waite. Gayer intimated 
to the Court that he s.nould immediately enter upon the duty 
of opening the new books from July 22 , 1702, and that he had 
required Waite to be present when the inventories of the 
Dead Stock of the London Company were taken. This invita¬ 
tion was refused, the reason being given that Sir John Gayer 
by notifying the Union to the Governor* of Surat ( the Fir¬ 
mans not yet having been obtained) had brought on a misun¬ 
derstanding which might be prejudicial to the Inglish Com¬ 
pany* o affairs, and that Waite could not take any share in 
making up th* inventories of the London Company*s Bead 

1. Bruee, p 542. 

Letters from Sir Nicholas Waite and Council to the Court 
of Managers of the English Company May 24, 25, June 19, 
Sept. 20, Nov. 14,30,1703. Letters from Sir John Gayer 
and Oounoll at Su r at to the Court of J,g^?O(9 0 • 

1,1703. 
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Stock., as thei** books had not regularly been balanced. 

On one point only the Presidents agreed, namely, that fore* 
was the only means that could be used to stop the oppressions 
of the Mughal Government/. Later in the season these 
opinions were confirmed by the renewal of the Mughal*s op¬ 
pressions with increased vigor, all the Europeans being 
imprisoned and n^w security bonds extorted from them for the 
sum of six lakhs of rurees for payne it of damages done by 
pirates who had captured one of tne Mocha ships off 
Swally Bar . Sir Nicholas W\ite to ward off the blow from 
the English Facto*- y aquiped one of their yatchs and at the 
Governor*s desire, despatched her on a cruise in search of 
the pirates. But this did not induce the Governor to re¬ 
lease the agents of the London Co mi'any f«"om their houses. 

1 

Under these circumstances trade was at a standstill. 

During all this time the general and council of the old 

/ ^ 

factory were suffering a long and tedious confinement 
They were not permitted to pass the gates of their own build¬ 
ings and could only receive a daily allowance of provisions. 
Moreover an o**der had come from the Court that unless Gayer 
was liberated in three months after its arrival in India, 
Waite should act for him as Governor-General. In these cir¬ 
cumstances, Sir Nicholas Waite not only refused to be respon¬ 
sible for the security bonds of the London Company but gave 
the Governor of Surat to understand that Sir John Gayer 

1. Letter from Sir John Gayer and Council at Surat to the 

Court Of the London Co. Dec.1,1703. Letters from sir Wicholas 
Waite and Council to the Court of Managers and to the Eng. 

Co. May 24, 25, June 19, Sept.2, Nov. 14, SO, 1703. 

2. Anderson, p 167—8. 
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made General 

end he himself in hie stead; and that if the Oovernor 

wished to recover moneu for damasks done b” pirates he 

1 

would better place a strong guard over the Factory. 
Supporting these r^jre-entations by a bribe of 27,000 
rupees he contrived that the three months specified by the 
Court should elapse and he himself be Installed as General. 
Burniston and Harland the new Commodore in vain remon¬ 
strated with him for this ungenerous c lduct and declared 
to the Governor that he was acting in opposition to di¬ 
rections received from home. Waite excused himself by de¬ 
claring that Gayer owed his calamities to his own rash¬ 
ness and that if t instead of precipitately making known 
the Union of the two Companies he had concealed it for a 
time, ♦'heir separate interests would have been adjusted 
and he himself sot at liberty. But it is certain that 
-ir Nicholas Waite paid no attention to positive orders from 
the Court of Managers to use every effort to procure Sir 
John Gayer*s release. meanwhile Waite as general had 
gone to Bombay with his Council • Naturally the trade suf¬ 
fered heavily from this mutual opposition, nd the situation 
wa3 further complicated by individual disputes between the 


1. The primary authorities for the above facts are, Letters 
from Sir John Gayer and Council at Surat to the court of 
Managers and to the court of the London Company May 29, 

Oct. IS, Nov. 30, 1704, Jan. 24, L705. Letters from Sir 
Nicholas Waite and Council at Surat and subsequently at Bom¬ 
bay to the Court of Manage r^ and the Court of the English 
Company, April 18, May 31, June 23, July 20, Nov. 30, Dec. 
30, 1704 , Jan. 25, Feb . 1, 24, March 5, 15, 31,April 5* 
1705. Letters from Mr, Bumiston , Deputy.Governor of Bom¬ 
bay and Commodore Harland to the Governor of Surat June 23, 


1704, 
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Factors of both Companies as veil as by ths oonfused state 

of the Mughal Empire owing to the deollnlng years of 

Aurangzeb. At this orltleal time, however, in 1606-7 

1 

the United Counoll was made up consisting of Mr. Bendall, 
President, Mr. Proby, 8eeond, Mr. Vyohe, Third, and Mr. 
Boone, Fourth, i.e., two of the London Company *s servants to 
be first and third and two of the English C ompany , s to be 
seeond and fourth. These nominations* however, Sir Nicho¬ 
las Valte disapproved of, though Sir John Gayer - still in 
confinement agreed to employ for the united trade all the 
civil servants of the London Company whom he could spare. 

The opposition of Sir Nicholas Valte to Sir John Gayer 
continued up till 1708, when the two Companies were formally 
united under the »Award of Jodolphin* and Sir Nicholas 
Valte was dismissed from the service. Valte was unfortunate 
enough to offend every man with whom he came in contact, 
though his intense zeal for his masters may be in some sense 
an excuse for his rather arbitrary measures. 

On the Coast of the Coromandel the Oourt of Directors 

of the London Company writing to their President concerning 

2 

the Act of Union stated that the Court of Managers unani- 

1. Bruce, p A SO. ' 

Letters from Sir John Gayer and Council at Surat to the 
Court of Managers and of the London Company April 25, Nov . 
12, 1706, Feb. 7, 13, MaroJj 1, 1707. Letters from Mr. Prooy 
and Mr. Bonnel to the United Council at Surat and to the 
Court of Managers, Sept. 13, 1706, jan. 20, Feb. 14,20, 

1707. Letters from Sir Nicholas Valte and Council at 3ombny 
to the Court of Managers and of the English Company May 9, 
Oct.13, Deo.24, 1706, Jan.23, March 17, 1707. 
it Bruce, p 505. 

Letters fror. Pea* Thiomas Pitt and Counoll at Ft. st. 
Oeorgc to the Pres, and Council at gurat Sept. 4, 1702, 
Letters from the Governor and Counoll at Ft. St. Dayfid to 
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mously appointed Ur* Thomas Pitt to be Governor of Port 
St* George and Mr. John Pitt to be Governor of Port 8t. 

David with an independent power in oivll and military af¬ 
fairs and eventually to suoeeedto the government of Port 
9t* George, but to be subordinate to President Pitt and 
his Counoll In all matters regarding trade and Investments. 
The first news o-fthe Union arrived at Madras from some 
of the orew of the English Company’s ship " Norris* . On this 
oocaslon President Pitt wrote to the Oourt of Directors 
of the English Company as follows • My gratitude as an 
Englishman obliges me to pay ell respect to the blessed 
memory of King William and to remember that great saying 
of his to the prenoh kings Plenipotentiary at Ryswlck, 
upon concluding the peace, * 'twas my fate and nott my 
ohoice that made mee your enemy •; and since you and ray 
masters are united itt shall be my utmost endeavor to 

purchase your good opinion and deserve you friendship.* 

1 

The event of the death of Consul Pitt whioh took place at 

Deverampant on May 6,1903, by again rendering Port St. 

David a dependency of Port St. George, facilitated the 

measures taken for adjusting the separate eoncerns of both 

Companies on the Coast of the Coromandel* 

A different state of things prevailed in Bengal. 

There was a difference of opinion among the Court of Managers 

2 

as to the best means of adjusting affairs there. It was 
finally decided to defer the appointment of a President for 

1. Bruce, p 544-5. 

2. Ibid, 500-1. Letters from the Court of Directors to the 
President And Council in Bengal Aug.4,1702,Peb.26,1703. 
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one year, and to order the business of the united trade 

to be carried on by a committee composed of the four senior 

members of the councils of both Companies, of which the 

first member of each (Mr. Halsey and Mr, ^edges-) was to 

be alternately weekly President, but that all due respect 

was to be paid to Kr. Beard and Sir Edward Littleton 

(no longer vested with consular authority) who were during 

this year to direct their attention to vrtnd up the separate 

affairs of jach Company. <phe residence of the Council of 

both Companies was to be in future at Calcutta. When the 

1 

information of the Act of Union was received in Bengal 
•a complimentary intercourse only* took place between Sir 
Edward Littleton and Mr. Beard. The United Council ha; 
first of all however to meet the extortions of the Foujdar 
of Hugli who refused to allow the transit of the Company*s 
goods. Bribes only incited him to further demands and it 
was not until President Beard stopped all the Mughal*a 
ships going to Surat and Persia for nine days that the fear 
of offending the Emperor induced the Poujdar to allow the 
Company*s goods to pass from Hugli to Calcutta. The affairs 
in Bengal as might have been expected were compileated both 
from the difficulty of winding up the accounts for the three 
separate inter ests of the London, the English and the United 
Stooke, f^om the objection of the native powers to transfer 
to the United Company the privileges the London Company 
enjoyed and from the objections of the London and United Com¬ 
panies to lnour the risks for payments to which the Bngllsh 
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Company were eubje cted from not having a Firman* Moreover, 

the arrangement of alternate weekly presidents was openly 

ridiculed as absurd* The books of both Companies were in 

a very bad state which further complicated matters and 

difficulties at once occurred respecting the rank which 

each member of the new council was to hold as some of those 

1 

nominated by the London Company were dead* The modera¬ 
tion of the English Company,s servants, however, induced 
them to cede the rank to the servants of the London Company 
to prevent * any disputes occurring at the commencement of 
the United Trade* This left Mr, Beard and Sir Edward Lit¬ 
tleton free to discharge the duties that had been assigned 
to them* 

At the close of the year 1703, the servants of the 

English Company and their effects were placed in security 

at Calcutta ahd in Fort William and all the Dead Stock of 

both Companies put under the administration of the United 
2 

Council* However, the affairs of both companies were still 
3 

somewhat involvedjand the servants of both Companies ooa>» 
plained of the oonduot of 8ir Edward Littleton whose tran¬ 
sactions had been very irregular if not unscrupulous and 
whose accounts were in a very bad shape. The Council, hop* 
ever acted in perfect accord - probably owing to the ex- 


1* Bruce, p 506. Letters from the pres, and Council at 
Ft* William to the Court Aug, 15, peo. 12, 15, 24, 1708. 

Jan* 6,Feb*11,17,1703* 

1* Bruce, p : 48. 1 

3. Ibid, p 577. Also, Letters from the Pres, and council and 
the United Council at Calcutta to the Court of the London 
Oo. and the Court of Managers, Nov. 18, Dee. l r » 1703, Jan.80, 
1704. Letters from the President and Council and from the 
United Council to the Court of the English Co. and the Court 
Managers, Dec. 11, 1703, Jan. 10, 14, 1704. 
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oluslon of both Mr, Beard and Sir Edward Littleton . The 
1 

order of the Court of the English Company for the dismiss 
sal of Sir Edward Littleton from the office of President 
of Bengal was received in 1705; and President Beard having 
gone to Madras whence accounts were received of his death, 
the same unanimity prevailed in the United Council as in the 
preceding year. This enabled them at once to take measures 
for the winding up of the separate concerns of the two Com¬ 
panies. 


1. Bruoe, p 604. 

Also, Letters from the United Council in Bengal to the 
Court of Managers, Nov. 20, 1705, Jan. 17, Feb. 15, 1706, 
Betters from the separate council of the English Company 
to the Court of Directors Dec. 5, 28, 1705, 
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CHAPTER Vlll, 

G0DOLPHIN»S AWARD AND THE AB30RPTI0N OP THE ENGLISH EAST 

INDIA COMPANY AFTER A LIFE OF TEN YEARS. 

By the terms of the Act of Union of 1702, it was 
1 

dec ited that the trade to India should be carried on for 

seven years in the name of the English Company, on the two 

united stocks. In 1707-8 accordingly a new adjustment of 

the trade was made. The public resources required at this 

time to maintain a general war in Europe required a call 

for aid from every Corporation and among others from the 

East India Company. The Ear of Godolphin at this time 

Lord High Treasurer of Great Britain, and Chief Minister 

of Pinanoe, required of the East India Company a loan to 

2 

the public of LI,200,000. An Act 6 Queen Anne Cap. 17, 
was accordingly passed, ostensibly for raising the sum) 
but from its provisions it comprehended and settled by an 
appeal to the Award of the Earl of Godolrhln, all those 
Jarring interests which had hitherto divided the two Com* 
panics. 

3 

The preamble of this Aot recited the substance of the 
Act 9 William 111, Cap.44, or "an Act for raising a sum not 
to exoeed L2»000,000 upon a fund for payment of annuities 
after the rate of 8 per annum and for settling the trade 
to the East Indies.* 

1. Bruce, p 635Z'. I 

2. Ibid, p 637. V 

3. Tbld, p 637-9. Digitized by C^rOO 
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It also recited the Charters or Letters Patent dated 
the 3d and 5th of September 10 Williamlll (1698) for estab¬ 
lishing the "General Society" and the"Knglish East India 
Company". It firther recited the Act 11 William 111 (1699) 
enaoting that the London Company should remain a Body 
Corporate and Polltio , till the redemption of the fund 
granted by the preceding Aot; and also the Indenture Tri¬ 
partite dated July 22, 1702, between the Queen and the 
Lc «don and English Companies, and then provided that 
the English (Unltr ' Company) in behalf of themselves and 
the London Company, united by the said Indenture Tripartite 
or Deed of Union, should advance to the Queen the sura of 
LI,200,000 as)a loan for carrying on the war, without any 
additional interest; that to enable the said Company to 
raise this sum, they were empowered by this act to borrow 
& 1,500,000 on securities under the Common Seal of the 
English Company(then in the hands of the Managers of the 
United Trade) on acoount of the United Stock; and to call 
in money from their respective proprietors for the iurpose 
of repaying the said borrowed money or the interest thereof; 
that the sura of LI,200,000 so advanced should be deemed 
additional stock of the said Company and exempted from all 
taxes; that for the enoouragement of the English(United 
Company) to oontinue their trade, it was enacted by this 
Aot that the proviso in the Act 9 William 111 Cap. 44, 

•that the English Company should oeass and determine on 
three years notloe after the 29th of September, 1711, and 
on repayment of their oapltal stock of L2,OOOOM " should 
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be repealed; and that the English (United) Company should 
under this Aot continue to be a Body Politlo and Corporate 
till Maroh 25, 1726 and then should eease and determine 
on three years notice and the repayment of their capital 
stock of 43,200,000 ; that the separate stock of the 
General Society, amounting to 47,200,000 should by this Act 
be confirmed, with all its privileges of trade; but that 
it should be lawful for the English (United ) Company on 
giving three years notlc. of their intention after Septem¬ 
ber 29, 1711 to pay off said Separate Stock which should, 
aftc-r that period, be incorporated in the stock of the 
English (United ) Company; and in order to complete the 
Union between the London and the English Companies, it was 
enacted that all matters still in difference between them, 
should by the desire of both Companies be submitted to the 
Award of Sidney, Earl of Godolphln, Lord High Treasurer of 
Great Britialn; such award under his lordship*s hand and 
seal to be binding and conclusive on both Companies and to 
be completed on or before September 29, 1708 after which 
the London Company were to surrender their Charters and the 
English Company assume the name of the "United Company of 
Merchants of England Trading to the East Indies;* and the 
persons who *t the time of the said surrender, might be 
Managers of the United Trade were to be the Dirctor# of 
the United Oorapan ;\ f tin the next electionj Accordingly 
the award of Sidney, Earl of Oodolihin, Lord High Treasurer 
of Great Britain , dated September 29, 170b was introduced 
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with a recapitualtion of the power* with whioh his Lordship 
wa* vested by the Aot (6 Queen Anne Cap,17) by which he was 
appointed Arbiter in all matters between the London and 

English Companies and the United Comi any and that his 

1 

Award should be final and decisive. 

Having heard all the parties by Counsel on their re¬ 
spective rights* he decided as follows: .{that all dobts 
or money due the London Com; any, in India, China, Persia, 

St, Helena, etc. and also all debts due the English Company 
in India, Chij la , etc. and the separate goods, wares • n -nd mer¬ 
chandise of both Companies, loaded on ships in India and 
which might not arrive in the river Thames before September 
1, 1708 should become the stock, or property of the United 
Com any; that the London Company should transfer to the Queen 
by Indenture, under their Common Seal all their foreign 
debts before October 31, 1708 to the intent that the Queen 
might regnant the same within ten days after t hat date to 
the United Company; that after such regrant or transfer 
by the Queen the United Company should be liable to pay the 
separate debts both of the London and English Companies 
in India, that is, in all countries within the limits of 
their Charters 

The Award found that the estate and effects of the 
London Comi any would not be sufficient to pay their foreign 

1. Russel*s India Acts 6 Queen Anne Cap,17, p 46. 

Macpherson, vol. Ill, 1 to 13, 

Note. By the Act 10 Queen Anne, Cap,28, the corporate ca- 
paoltp of the United Company, Is confirmed as perpetual, 
as by this Aot, it is expressly stated that only the annuity 
or yearly fund of 4,160,000 should on 3 yrs, notice after 
Maroh 35, 1733 and on repayment of the laonetof L3,800,000 
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debts, to which debts the United Company would become li¬ 
able from the date of this Award; and therefore decreed 
that the London Company should pay by installments to the 
United Company the sum of £ 96, 615 , 4s 9d. «j«he Award 
further found that the estate and the effects of the Eng- 
li3h Company in India would exceed their separate debts 
and therefore decreed that the United Company should pay 
the sum of 166,005 4s 2d to the Directors of the English 
Company for the se of their respective members; But that 
the debt due by Sir Edward Littleton in Bengal amounting 
to 80, 437 rupees 8 annas was still to remain to the Eng¬ 
lish Company on their additional stook and not to be 

1 

added to the United Stock as a debt in the East Indies. 

The Award then found that the London Company was ind bted 
to a large amount in Great pritain and therefore empowered 
them to call on tgeir Proprietors to raise £100,000 before 
December 1, 1708 and £100,000 before February 1,1709 and 
such further sum3 before March, 1709 as would be sufficient 
to clear off all their home debts. Further to equalize the 
stook of the two Companies, that when the London Company 
should have raised £100,000 the United Company should repay 
to them one third of the said money, or additional stock 
advanced by them at the Union for carrying on the United 
Trade; and when they should have raised the second £100,000 

* cease and determine; but not "the Corporations erected in 
pursuance of former Acts or the benefits of trade granted by 
them or by any Charters made in pursuanoe thereof • 

1. Bruoe, p 667-679. 
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another one third of the said additional stock shruld in 
like manner be repaid; and when they should have raised a 
sum sufficient to defray all their debts in Great Britain, 
the remainder of the said additional stock should b8 re¬ 
paid with the excel tion of £70,000 which was to be reserved 
as a security that the London Comrany would surrender all 
thei** Chapters to the Queen on or before March 25, 1709, 
which sum on their failing to make such surrender should 
be forfeited to the United Company, excluding, however, 
all such member: of it, as might have been former members 
of the London Coni any; but in the event of such surrender 
being made on or before that day this sum of £70,000 was to 
oe vested in Trustees who were authorized to pay any 
remaining debts of the London Company that might at that 
date be left unraid; and should any surplus remain, such 
surplus was to b' distributed among the members of the 
London Company. 

The Award further decided, that the London Company, 
if they should think fit, lefore the day specified for the 
surrender of their Charters, might assign to the Queen 
such debts owed to them in Great Britain as they might not 
be abl- to get in before that date, to the end that the same 
might afterwards be regranted to Trustees for their benefit; 
and lastly, it decided that the London Company should 
transfer before March 19, 1709 to their separate members, 
all such stook. in proportion to their respective shares, 
as the said London Company might have in the stock of the 


United Company, and th& the members having a right to :t 
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Should be admitted to all the privileges of the United Cora* 
pany. This Award proceeding on the authority of the Act 

of Parliament was to be confirmed in all its parts by a 

1 

decree of the High Court of chancery. The following 
interesting authenticated document signed by the Company's 
ftene^al Acconptant and his Deputy dated September 29, 

1698 will afford the best illustration of the preceding 

Award. 


•The Governor and Company of Merchants of London tra¬ 
ding to the East Indies , their Account Current. 


Dr. L s. d. 

To money at int. owing to sundry 

on the Company's Seal..... 1,035,448- 9- 3 

To six months interest thereon due 

this day. 31,063 - 9-1 

To int. for several bonds that may 

have 12 or 18 months due.3,000 0 0 

To int. on bonds owing more than 
the 70 p ill pay from this day 

to the first of March next.6,4'5 - 16 - 7 

To alms house at Poplar owing to them.....2,70o - 0 - 0 


To customs and to freight and to several 

persons for goods sold in private trade..9,728 10 9 

To customs and freight due to the United 

Company .....16,312 -8 - 3 

To money owing several for Interest on 

their stock not demanded ..6,918 18 5 

To a moiety of Factors* salaries pay¬ 
able here and money j ild into the 
Company's cash in India, to be repaid 
here......25,000 0 0 


1. Lord Oodolphin's Award dated September 29, 1708 (printed 
collection of Charters, p 345.) 


Digitized by 






































135 


d 


A S. 
10,000-0 0 

To oharges from this day to Maroh 25 
To balance of the Indian Accompt as 

by the Lord Treasurer's Award..99,615 -4 9 

To difference on A28,000 stock.In contra 

with the present market price 85 f, . 6,429 -3 - 5 

To difference on the All,000 10s In con 
tra. . 10 0 

A 1,249,807 -7 -6 

Cr. A 8 d 

By 70 fj on the 4988,500 due from the 

United Company.691,950- 0 0 

By Interest thereon due this day..20,758 -10 0 

By six months interest on the fund due at 

Chrlstmn*.....39,540 0 0 

By the 8 and 13 quarterly payments on 4315,000 

subscribed to the fund.......,12,600 - 0- 0 

By a moiety of 5 f, paid by the separate 
traders of the United Company . 8,328 -15- 8 

By disbursements for the United Company.17,000 0 0 

By 428,000 stock in the mines of Charles 
Du Bois and T.W. in trust and interest 

thereon till the first of March next......30,229- 3- 5 

By 41,100 los stock in the name of Robert 

Blackbone in trust ..1,100 -10- 0 

By #lods remaining in the warehouses.l,10o -0 -0 

By goodfc debt in England....3,000- 0- 0 

By cash remaining this day.24,504 -19- 4 


By balance 


London Sept. 29, 1708 
(signed) Sam. Waters acoot. Oenerall 
J. Fletcher, Deputy. 


4 850,011- 18-5 
399,795- 9- 1 
Al,249,807 -7 -6 
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On the basis of this Award and the accounts subjoined to It, 
the Court of Committees of the London Company and the Di- 
rectors of the English Company closed their separate concerns 
with the following circular letter to all their presiden¬ 
cies , settlements and factories in India# 

•To all and every person whatsoever that have been e®» 
ployed in the service of the Governor and Company of merchants 
of London trading to th9 East Indies, at Port r»t/. George 
and elsewhere on the Coromandel Coast, etc. (Bombay, Surat, 
Fort William, etc# etc# ) 

Sirs:- 

■This serves to inform you, that in the Act of 
Parliament passed last session, for making a further loan 
of LI,200,000 to the Government which Act went to all parts 
of India by the last shipping, there was a clause empowering 
the most Honorable Sidney, Earl of Godolphin, Lord High 
Treasurer of Great Britain, to settle by his Lordship*s 
Award the te**ms of a perfect , speedy and complete Union 
between the two Companies; In pursuance of which his Lord- 
ship has made and published his Award, and thereby directed 
that ill the effects of the old and new Companies in all 
plac-dwhatsover within the limits of their charter or 
elsewhere that were not imported into England by the first 
of September last, should ba made over and vested in the 
United Company; and that the old Company should assign unto 
He^Majesty by Indenture under their Qommon Seal, to be en¬ 
rolled in chancery all moneys owing or answerable to them 
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beyond the seas, to the end Her Majesty may be pleased to 
grant the same to the United Company, which has been ac¬ 
cordingly complied with; and the new Company are likewise 
directed that all debts owing them on account of their shares 
shall be vested in them for the benefit of the United 
Company which will be taken care of In like manner; and the 
United Company are to pay all euch debts in the East Indies, 
as shall appear to be Justly due from either Company, so 
that from September 29 last the date of the said Award, 
neither the old or the new Company on their separate ac¬ 
counts have anything farther to do or to be at any farther 
charge in the East Indies, Persia, China, St . Helena, or 
elsewhere beyond the seas on any account whatsoever, as we 
on our parts now do by these presents, write to you and 
all other our settlements; and so the new (old) Company 
do and will on theirs, inform in like manner all their 
servants employed on their separate affairs; being the 
result of the Award as to what concerns India, we hereby 
direct that you on receipt here of or as soon after as the 
first convelency will allow you do give in an account of 
all debts and demands whatsoever owing or due us or upon 
our account and make the same over to the United Counclll 
for the account of the United Trade; and that you do also 
edeliver to the said Council all our books of accounts as 
well the general books as those kept by any inferiors whether 
the warehouse keepers, warehouses, store-keepers, paymasters, 
mint-masters, charges generall or any other other books which 


contain any account of disbursements. 


receipts or payments 
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or payments of our money or goods of what naturo soever, 
and also all consultation books registers of letters received 
or sent, and all originall Phirmaunds, or other grants from 
the country prinoes or govemours, and ooples thereof If 
you have any, and all other books ,papers and writings what¬ 
soever, any way belonging to us, to the end recourse may be 
h .d thereto by the United Counollls on all future occasions; 
and that all the goods and effeots whatsoever of ours 
be delivered to the said Counolll for the benefit of the 
United company and do you draw out a list of the said par¬ 
ticulars so delivered unto the united Council and acquaint 
them that it is desired they will give a reoeipt for the 
same aocordlng to the list, and send three of the same 
tenowr by the ehiping to the United Company, entering also 
the same into their oonsultation book at the time when they 
gave the said receipt* 

Send likewise a list of all that is .....to or from us 
within your presidency. 

We are your loving friends. 

Signed by the Committees and Dlrestors of the London 
and Inglish Companies. 

East India House, Jan. 28, 1708-9* 

The subsequent proceedings required to fulfill the 
stipulations in Lord Oodolphin’s Award ocourred in the lat¬ 
ter part of this and the subseq ent years and were as follows 

1 

One of the provisions in Lord Godolphin*s Award was. 


1. Deed of assignment from the London Company to Queen Anne 


of the debts due them in Great Britain, 

(1ISS in Indian Register Offloe) 


Maoh 21, 1709. 
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that the London Oompnny should by assignment to the Quuen 
make over to her Majesty all debts due them in Great 
Britain, that her Majesty might reassign the same to Trustee* 
for her benefit. This assignment was made by the London 
Company to the Qu em on March 21, 1709 by a Deed under their 
Common Seal. 

1 

A second condition in Lord Godolphin*s Award was, 
that the London Company should under a penalty of &7OOO0 
surrender to the Queen all their Charters, rights and ca¬ 
pacities as a body politic and corporate a3 *the Governor 
and Company of Merchants of Lon dm t riding to the East 
Indies by virtue of any Charters , Acts of parliament, or 
Letters Patent* which surrender was accordingly made on 
March 22, 1709 by Deed under their Common geal enrolled in 
Chancery and accpeted by her Majesty by Letters Patent dated 
May 7, 1709. 

This Deed is illustrated by the following statement 
and explanatory note of the dobts and credits of the London 
Company made up to the day on which they surrendered their 
Charters to her Majesty and ceased to be a Body Politic and 
Corporate* 

The Governor and Company of Merchants of London trading 
to the East Indies, their Accorapt Current. 

1. Deed of surrender of the London Company to Queen Anne 
of all their Charters and Corporate capacities dated Maroh 
22, 170( - Letters Patent accepting the Charters of the 
London Company dated May 7, 1709 ( printed collection of 

Charters, p 
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Dr. I s d 

To money at interest to sundry owing on the 

Company*s seal...........'9,730 IS- 10 

To Interest on the above sum....3 , 209 4 -1 

To frwignt ana seve-rl personsfor poods 

sold in private trade.....3,445 - 9 - 1 

To money owing several on the stock not 

yet demanded.........3,553 -17- 8 

To a moiet • of Factors* salaries payable here 
and money paid into the Company*a oash in 

India to be repaid here........27,182 - 11-6 

To Do. for what due to several persons for 

salary till Sept. 1708 not before accounted 

for.,. 1,546 -0 f 

To Bills of exchange and charges not . et 

demanded........ . .352 7 - 2 


& 130,056- 5-4 


Memorandum 

That of the above article of 
Factors* salaries I» 5582 13s 6d is 

reckoned doubtful being of a long stand¬ 
ing of which sum 13000 is for salaries to 
several persons that were at Bombay between 
the years 1606 and the tine of the war, 
t he Company not having any book3 from 
thence for that time do believe they reoeived 
their whole s lary at such a perilous season. 

Cr. i 


a 


To the remainder of 70 ^ due from 

the United Company.70,000- 0 -0 

To la 287000 stock valued at 85 /» .23, 00 -0 - ) 

By good debts in England.7 *6 11 6 
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By money due on 2 .....23,116 0 

By cash remaining this day.5,470 13 


By b-.lance 


h 123,113 -5-1 
6.943-0 3 

1130,056 -5-4 


1 


A third provision in the Award of Lord Godilphin was 
that the London Company should before October 31, 1708 
transfer and as ;ign to the Queen all their foreign debts 
to the intent that the same should be reg^anted to the 
United Company; and the London Company having by Indenture 
dated October 27, 3 708 made such assignments , ‘he Qv e en 
by Letters Patent dated April 22, 1709 signified her ac¬ 
ceptance of this assignment and transferred and assigned to 
the United Company of Merchants of England Trading to the 
East I'dies all the debts or sums of money owing to the 
London Company on their separate account in the East Indies 

and granted them powers to sue for and recover them by 

1 

exchequer process. In consequence of these Deeds when the 

whole of the debts due hQby and to the London Company in 

Great Britain were adjusted to the time of the surrender of 

the 1 ” Charters the Queen by Letters Patent dated August 15 

1°10 reassigned to °ir Jonathan Andrews and other Trustees, 

any such debts that might be subsequently recovered on 

their account to be divided among the former members of 

the London Company in proportion to their respective shares 

or interests . Thus ended the English East India Compan y 

X. Letters Patent assigning to the United Company all foreign 
debts due to A the T London 0 Company,' April 00 22,1^69. 
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after a brief life of ten years and also the London Kast 

1 


India Company after a longer and more famous life. 


1. Letters patent reassigning to Sir Jonathan Andrews and 
others in truot any debts in Croat Britain due to the 
London Company dated Aug. 15, 1710. (Prined collection 
of Charters, A]pendix, p 10) 
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APPENDIX. 

1 

Beard , John Jr. was the son of John Beard, a 
keeper of the East India Company's curat Warehouse in 
London. He was nominated a Writer on October 5, 1681 and 
apparently accompanied his father to India on boa^d the 
^De fence f On his father’s death the court recommended the 
Huyli Council to appoint him to one of the Councils in 
Bengal. He appears as one of the Bengal Council at the 
time of thei^ expulsion and sojourn at Madras, 1689-90; 
and after their return signs as one of the Council at 
Chatanati . On the first return home of yr, Eyre in 1699 
Mr. Beard succeeded to the agency of Banzai and at this 
time he had to deal with the troulble3 caused by Sir 
Edward Littleton’s a^ival and high pretensions as pres¬ 
ident of the t!ew Company and Consul for the English nation, 
in which Mr. Eear<^|actod •with much spirit and propriety.• 

Eyre having bean knighted was re-commissioned by the Court 
with the dignity of President in Bengal but gave up the trust 
and Mr. Beard succeeded very speedily to the old Com¬ 
pany's presidency. After the Union of the two Companies 
*/r. Bar rt assisted in settling up the affairs of the London 
Company though he considered the "rotary government* most 
absurd. T^~hi3 business finished he left for Madras on 
account of his health, whore he arrived Fob. 2, 1705 . 

Later in the year President Pitt in a letter to °ir George 
Matthews dated at Fort St. oeorge sept, 5, 1705 saidi 
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•P.S. Mr. Bearde came hither with his ffamily on the 
"Chambers* ffriggtt and died the 7th of July last," 

1 

Gayer. Sir John was the son of Humphrey Gayer ner- 

chant of Plymouth, Devonshire. At an early age he entered 
the service of the East India Cor.Pmy and rose to be a 
sea-captain. On being appointed by the owners commander 
of the ship " Society" he was admitted into the freedom of 
the Company on April 7, 1682, On June 3, 1693, he was 
chosen Governor of the port and island of Bombay, In 
1 693 when Sir John Goldsborough was anointed "General 
and Commander-in-chief, etc." Gayer (who had been knighted 
March IE?, ) was appointed on April 10 " Our lieutenant 
General Oovernour of Bombay and Directolre -in-chief of all 
our affaires a'd ffactoryes... next under Sir John Golds- 
borough " whom he was *:o succeed in case of death. He 
went out in December, 1693 as Governor of Bombay and general 
reaching the Indian coast at Calcutta March 5, 1694 , 

Gayer's prolonged tenure of office was much troubled with 
the "interlopers "and the growth of the new Company. Con¬ 
stant disputes arose with fir Nicholas Waite , the English 
Cocpany's President and Co n * u ^ and Sir William Norris, the 
imbassador. These troubles rose to such a point that Gayer 
with his wife and some of his council was arrested and 
confined to the Factory at Sun t. This confinement with some 
temporary suspension endured for years. He was still a 
prisoner in 1709 when the companies had been amalgamated. 
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He was certainly released by October 5, 1710 On that day 
he made his will In Bombay Castle and died there probably 
the following year. 

1 

Littleton. Sir 3 Award was nominated a Factor of the 
East India Company on October 13, 1670 • In 1679 he was 

Chief of the Kasirabaxar Factory. Here, however, the un¬ 
scrupulous dealings with the"interlopers "brought him under 
the displeasure of the Court and he was dismissed from 
the Company*8 service. On Sept. 7, 1698, however, he 
app^a^s as one of the list of Directors of the new or 
English Company. In the following year he proceeded to 
Bengal as their President there and as consul under the 
grant of King William. Littleton was knitted b fore his 
departure Jan. 13, 1699. He arrived at Balasore in July 
1699 and immediate y came in contact with Mr. John Beard, 
the London Company*s agent and later their President at 
Calcutta. When the Act of *'nion was decreed Littleton was 
ordered to assist Mr. Beard In winding up the concerns of 
the two C->npanies( but his own business had been so care¬ 
lessly managed that both his colleagues at Hugli and the 
Directors at home gradually got out of patience with him 
and in 1705 the order of the Court of the English Company 
for the dismissal of sir Edward Littleton from the office 
of President of pengal was received. On Oct. 24, 1707, 
he died "after five days illness of a feaver" leaving no will 
Accordingly the Council of the united Trade took his effects 
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into their charge according to directions given by the 
Court of Managers. 

1 

Norris, Sir William was the second son of Thomas Norris 
of Speke Hall • He succeeded his elder brother Thomas 
as member for Liverpool in 1695 and held the seat until 
1701 being so much esteemed that he was re-elected during 
hi3 absence in India but unseated on petition. In 1698 
the English Ea 3 t India c° m rany obtained an Act of parlia¬ 
ment and Letters Patent from the Crown for the purpose of 
trading to the East Indies and in order to obtain the nec¬ 
essary privileges from the Mughal Emperor Sir William Norris 
specially cheated a bayonet for the occasion f was sent 
out to India as King*s Commissioner in a ship of war at a 
salary of L2,000 po** annum paid by the Company, Norris* 
task was from the first almost hopeless, H9 landed at 
Masuli; atan on Sept, 25, 1699, from which after spending 
eleven months in fruitless quarrels witn Consul Pitt o">d 
the officers of the rival Company he sailed for Surat on 
Aug # 23, 1700 and reached Svally on Deo. 10, n erA fresh 
difficulties arose partly owing to the Intemperate conduct 
of the English Company*s Consul and president at Surat, Sir 
Nicholas Waite, On jan. 27, 1701, the Ambassador set out 
for Surat on his Journey to the Mughal*s &nd arrived at 

Pawnel near whloh the camp was situated on April 4. On 
April 28, he was granted an audience to which he went with 
a state procession • At first his negotiations seemed to 
be successful but owing to the unauthorized interfer ence of 
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Sir Nicholas Waite previously to the Ambassador*s arrival, 
troubles arose which finally enaed m Sir William rorris 
dem .nding nis passports and leaving the Mughal* s Camp • 

After being detained several tines on various pretexts 
he finally reached Surat on Na^ch 18 • On v ’ay 18, he nailed 

for England in trie •Scipio" paying 10,000 rupees for his 
passage. When the ship arrived at St, Helena it was ascer¬ 
tained that Norris had been attactcea witn dysentery and 
haa died at s^a. 

1 

Pirt« John was one of the sons of Edward pint of 
St rat fieldsaye. He whi « cousin of Thouiao Pitt, the Gov¬ 
ernor of ? T ~ur«o. Hr h-*u been in t.ne India Company’s ser¬ 
vice at Ft. St. deo’-ge but had quitted it ana nau become 
an •interloper*. Oa the establishment of the English Com- 
l any, however, he arrived in India as President of the Eng¬ 
lish Com] any on the Coast of the Coromandel and Consul for 
the English nation. He made T'asulipatam his residence 
and here he immediately came in contact with hi3 kinsmen 
Thomas Pitt not altogether to his own advantage. On the 
arrival of the ambassador Sir William Norris, further 
troubles arose and Norris finally left Masulipatam after 
prefering charges against Consul Pitt for hindering the 
progress of hi s Embassy. After the Act of Union he oeased 
his 0 ]en opposition to President Pitt but affairs on the 
Coast were much simplified by his death on May 8 , 1703, 

At Durrumpat "whither he went contrary to all Sence and 
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Reason to look for the wreck of the♦ Norris * •• 

1 

* ioni3 was the secon aon of John Pitt, Rector 

of Blandford St. Mary. In his youth he was a aea-oaptaln 
and even before hej/as twenty-one he was encased In the 
East India Trade as an Int-^loper Njeing settled at Balla- 
sor • The Coti’-t of the East India Coni any recognised 
PI .t's capacity and Nov. 26, 1697 he was an olnted Pres¬ 
ident of Pt. St. George. Pitt arrived In Madras on July 
7, 1690, but scarcely had he established himself there 
when he was obliged to meet the opposition of the new Eng¬ 
lish Company represented by his cousin Thomas Pitt. He 
pursued him with the utmost rancor until his death in 
1703, denouncing him as crack bmined and inexperienced. 

When Sir William Norris the new company* s envoy to Aurtng- 
zcb landed at Hasulipatara he refused to reco^yilse him. On 
the Union of the two Companies in 1702 Pitt was continued 
in the presidency of the united Company at Pt. st. George, 
whose settlements he fearlessly defended from native at¬ 
tacks. In 170l, Sir William Praser was appointed a member 
of his council and certain disputes arising the court deoided 
on Jan. 8, 1709, to remove Fitt and reinstate Fraser whom 
Pitt had suspended. Accordingly he left Madras on the 
"Heathcote" about Oct. 25, with considerable wealth and a 
valuable diamond, later the celebrated "Pitt Blamond* • 

Pitt reached England in 1711 and settled there and began to 
consolidate his property. He was elected to Parliament for 
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Old Salem • On Aug. 3, 1716, he accepted the government of 
Ja:naica and vaoatet^iis s-at . But he never assunttd office 
and he resigned in favor of another, Pitt died at 
iwallowfield in Berkshire on April 20, 1726 and wa3 
buried at Blandford St, Mary’s. 

1 

Waite, Sir Nicholas. vas a dismissed secant of the 
London Company. On the establishm nt of the English company 
he was made President for 3i’'at and Consul for the English 
N tion being knighted for the occaf i >n. He arrived at 
Surat Jan. 11, 1700 on the ship "Montague" .Here he immediately 
came in contact with the servants of the London c°mi any 
by his intemperate proceedings and even caused the imprison¬ 
ment of Sir John Gayer the General of the London Company at 
Bombay . He prevailed upon the Ambassador to come ,o 
Surat from Masulipatam and make his way thence to the Mo- 
ghal*s camp. But subsequent events caused quarrels between 
Norris and Waite who, on the failure of the Embassy, parted 
on most unfriendly terms. With the Act of Union came order* 
for r cessation °f hostilities against the London Company 
but Sir Nicholas Waite disobeyed positive orders and suc¬ 
ceeded in making himself General of the united Companies, 

In 1708, however, he was dismissed from the service of the 
Company, 


1, Note. It has been impossible to obtain further facts with 
regard to the life of Sir Nicholas Waite as the Dictionary 
of National Biology has not yet reached the letter V. 
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CHAPTER I 


EARLY FHZ17CH SETTLEHEHTS 171 ASIA 

General View 

Until the year 1604 there was no organized atter.pt to 
build up a Frenoh power in Asia. Before thi3 tlrr.e r.any pri¬ 
vate voyages had been undertaken and in sor.e instanoos con¬ 
siderable success had attended them ; as those of Pierre 
Vampenne, a Rouer. raerohant. who had seventeen ships trading 
to the Indes in 1000. At least .wo kings of Franoe,Francis 
1st and Honry 3d, had urged their subjocts to trade into the 
Indes, but, as said, up to 1004 there had been no organized 
attempt at oither trade or conquest. In that year, however, 
Henry 4th, *Avec son esprit sunoriGur" believing that the 
successes of the Dutch in Europe were due to their profit¬ 
able colonies In the Indos, resolved that France too should 
possess colonies there. A company was organized under his 
patronage, in June, 1004, and the monopoly of Indian trade 
was given it for the period of fifteen years. This company 
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was Important only through its failure, which soon occurred, 
due to a lac”: both of harmony and funds ; Important bccauso 
its charter was given to a nib door of Rouen merchants. 

These for. .od themselves into a company, known ?g the "Com¬ 
pany of the Eoluquos." Ships wero 1. ^mediately sent out for 
cargoes. The enterprise was a profitable one, and tho route 
to tho Indus booai .o noli known. 

Colonial dovclopomont was slow and tho roason lay chief¬ 
ly in tho fast that franco was torn and weakened by Internal 
descenoions. hovortkeless, in 1042, under tho patronage of 

tho all-powerful Richelieu, a new company was formed and 
granted tho monopoly for twenty years. It was in connec¬ 
tion with thi s ooi pnr.y that Madagascar first came into no- 
tico. It was decided to maho of tho Island a "Point d’ap- 
pui" for tho company’s ships. Colonists wore sent there and 
preparations made for establishing there a largo station for 
provisioning chips and as a pk co of refuge in tho event of 
war. Thus tho first regular French settle, ent in the East 
began. Owing to tho tad government of Tronis, tho Company’s 
agent, tho colonists soon car.o to grief. He ar.gcrdd alike 
the natives and colonists. Things came to such a pas3 that 
Flacourt was sent to succeed him. Flaoourt, by his 
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lonier.ty and riao measures, endeared hir.self to all and tho 
colony prospered. From the tine of his death (he was killed 
by Algerian pirates whilo returning from a voyage to France) 
the history of Madagascar, until Colbert’s advent, was one of 
fierce struggles with the natives. 

7 With tho advent of Colbert commerce with India took a 
new lease of life. The brilliant success of the Dutch 
Company had fascinated the French. A company was formed 
after the English model. Colbert strove to awaken national 
interest in this new company. He had tho "Academician* 
Chnrpontter draw up an appeal to tho peoplo and tho Admin¬ 
istration promised its protection and co-operation. Louis 
ImV declared that a noble did not lose his privileges by 
taking part in the Indian trade. A monopoly of fifty years 
was granted to tho now Company, and the government promised 
to re-imburso it for its losses of the first ten years. 

Three million livres were advanced by the Treasury. Thus, 
in 1(3C4, the "Company of the Indes" was formed. It made the 
same mistake that its prodeoeasor had made in attempting to 
place a colony at Madagascar. A large number of colonists 
were sont to tho island, but tho natives exterminated then so 
rapidly that tho idea of a oolony was abandoned. Of the 
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colonists who survived, none established themselves on the 
islands later known a3 France and Bourbon, while a few went 
to Ir.lla. At the sane tine that the conn any had attempted 
to colonize Madagascar, it had also sent an expedition to 
Surat on the northern and western coast of India, in oharno 
of Francis Caron, and a factory Tree established there in 
1CC2. This nan the first French faotory in India proper. 
Soon after this an American servant of the Company, Mnrcara, 
was sent to the court of tho King of Colconda, and on the 
Oth of December, 1GC9, he obtained a firman for the founding 
of a factory at Fasulipatam. Caron had also formeI tho idea 
that a colony on tho island of Ceylon was to be desired, and 
Colbert In compliance with this idea sent out the first 
French fleet to appear in Indian waters. This fl^ot under 
Admiral Po La Kayo left France in 1070. Ho too!:, in accord¬ 
ance with the scheme of Caron, Trinkemail but was soon forced 
to yield it to the Dutch. Yet the fleet accomplished one 
thing of importance, and that was the capture of St. Thome*, 
on tho twenty-fifto of July, 1G72. It is worthy of not© 
that in these two expeditions Francis Martin toed an impor¬ 
tant part. 

TChon, in 1074. St. Thome* was re-taken by tho Dutch, 
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Martin lod a llttlo band of followers to tho territory pur¬ 
chased, in 1C7C, of tho Governor of Tanjur and the Carnatic, 
Shor Khan Lodi. This parcol of land was located in the pro¬ 
vince of Jinji, near a river of tho sane nano. Tho native 
na.,.o of tho little village was Philcneru, hut it has ever 
been Known to Europeans as Pondiohory. Martin made judici¬ 
ous alliances with tho natives,-especially with Shor Khan 
Lodi, tho Governor of Visapour, to whom he loaned a largo sm 
of money. This w s the boginning of tho French policy of 
mailing fast friends with the native Princes, which later 
stood thorn in such good stead. As soon as tho factory war 
in operation many of tho native weavers sottlod in Pondi- 
ohcry and Martin encouraged the., to do so. The colony 
flourished so that in two years after its founding tho maga¬ 
zines of the Company contained goods worth two million livr 
Martin also tooh pains to raise up about him a tody of nati 
troops drilled in the European fashion, this was the begin¬ 
ning of another tradition. 

TThen Pondiohory was threatened by Sivaji, in 1G7CJ, Mar ¬ 
tin appeases him by flattery and presents. Shortly after 
this, without offending him, Martin ashed tho repayment of 
the loan of Sher Khan Lodi. Sh r Khan was unable to rdpa} 
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It and Instead, granted to Martin the revenues of the lands 
about Pondlchcry, and an absolute ooncesslon of Pondichory 
Itself. This also, as in the case of the arming of native 
troops, became a tradition. An equally important concess¬ 
ion was the one to fortify the city. It is worthy of no¬ 
tice that whilo engaged in building magazines, storehouses, 
etc., and fortifying the city, Martin not only reoeivel no 
help fron the Company, but was even paying the lobts of the 
Company at Surat. This was a politio move as it served to 
establish French credit on a stable basis. Although no 
ships had been sent out by the Company, or rather built by 
the Company, from 1075 to 1G84, Martin W83 not discourage 1. 

Ho won his way to the good graces of the King of Goloonda, 
and secured permission both to re-establish the factory at 
Hasulipatam and to found a new one at Chandornagor. This 
latter beoame very important under the guidance of Duploix. 
Agencies were at this time placed at both Bahar and Orissa. 

In 1088 Europe wss In arms against Louis 14th. The 
Dutch thought the opportunity an excellent one to complete 
the work begun at St. Thome*. Their project was delayed for 
a moment by the appearance of a French fleet of six vessels 
under Duquesne-Guitton. The manoeuvres of this fleet were 
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peculiar. It appeared in the harbor of Pondiohory for a few 
days and going to Madras (as Pee Fosses says) "Pour ochanger 
quolques coup do canon avec la flotto Hollandaiso," on the 
25th of August, 1090, disappeared. As soon as this was ovo" 
the Dutch again tool: up tho project of an attack on Pondi- 
chory. Tho Karatha chief. Ran Paja, although he had promis- 
nd to proteot 3 T artin, changed his attitude, and Partin was 
loft to his own resources. He made the best possible ar- 
rangenents, but as there was no possible succour, it w~s only 
a question of tine. The siege began on the 2Cd of August, 
1C93, and on the 6th of Sopter.bor, a capitulation w^s signed. 
Tho Dutch took possession of Pondiohory and hartin was sent 
to Batavia. However, in 1097, by the "Peace of Ryswlck" 
Pondiohory was restored to Franoe on tho payment of a largo 
oum. The Company, at this time, was in dismal straits. 

The importation of certain Indian commodities had lowered tho 
prioes of home goods, so that at Lyons alone over 9000 r.en 
had been thrown out of employment. This caused a measure to 

to passed forbidding the importation of oalioo and restrict¬ 
ing that of silks at all. Needless to say, this hurt tho 
Company immensely. In 1697 the Company was indebted to tho 
amount of 11,000,000 livres. Its monopoly was of no use to 
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it so it was sold. Thus tho famous company which wa3 to 
ocntrol tho Orient hoi loft only its agonclos in Kindoo3tnn, 
the factories in Surat arid Fondichery, and the agencies in 
Ecngal. 

In 1CC8, Martin had r- turned to India with four V03ecjs 
of war and some of the Company*8 ships. He arrived at 
Fondichery in Hay, 1000, and began at onoe to put it in a 
bettor 3 tato of defence. Ho built a palace for the Governor 
and commenced the construction of bazars and shops. Ills 
liboral policy in nil matters, and especially in religion, 
attracted many of the native weavers and merchants to Fondi- 
chory, and, in 1701, it became the capital of the French in 
India. The sovereign council was transferred there an well 
as all the administrative officers. Martin was named Gov¬ 
ernor General with supreme authority. 

It was at this time t' at tho French began the system of 
internal trade that wr.3 brought to its height in tho time of 
Duplelx. Martin extended tho bounds of trade. Ho founded 
a factory at Calicut. He reestablished tho one at Surat and 
communication was opened with Persia. The war of tho Spa::- 1 
ish Succession breaking out in Europe, French India was forc¬ 
ed again to take care of itself. Martin made a truoe with 
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tho Dutch and thus secured the tranquility of Pondiohery 

If only the r.onoy had boon forthcoming a splendid internal 
ccrnr.orco might have been iuilt up. There was one joy re¬ 
serve! for Partin before his death. The citadel which had 
been building since 1701 was finished in 1700, and tho old 
patriot could now sleep content, tho capital of French India 
was founded. Partin survived his triumph but a short tine 
dying in Pecer.bor, 1700. Martin wen next to Duplolx, tho 
strongest figure in French Indian History. 

The two lr.roMate successors of Partin, Pulivor and Ilo- 
bert, hurt the prosperity of the growing City by their vanity 
and incapability. Put still tho city prospered. hThilo all 
tho other establishments of tho company were at extro: 03 
Pondiohery flourished. Then the r.onoploy of the Cor.pany ex¬ 
pired in 1715 it was renewed for ton years, the Crown to have 
ten percent of tho Prires tahon south of tho lino. 

Meantime events had boon oocuring in tho other posses¬ 
sions of the Cor.pany in Indo China. In 1(J80 a treaty had 
boon r.ade with tho King of Sian, and in 1C34 through the aid 
of French missionaries at Tonkin, a factory was established 
in the Province of Midi. Tho King of Clan sent an ar.bassa- 
dor to Franco ; he was entertained sumptuously and Bangkok 
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and liorgul wore coded to the French. Everything seemed to 
point to a happy future but tho Sicr.ocso priests booame ;joal- 
ous of tho influence of the itissionaries and a strife broke 
out between the:'.. A3 a result tho French wore compelled to 
leave Bangkok and Kergui. 

Tho Red Sea had also drawn the Company’s attention. 

Ships had been sent eaoh year to the great fair held at Eoka 
and traffio w?3 begun between Arabia end France. A factory 
had boon placed at Bonder Abase 1. With tho help of tho mis¬ 
sionaries and tho good will of tho pooplc, tho Persian Branch 
wnc prosperous. 

The monopoly in China had boon given to a separate Com¬ 
pany with the understanding that they should pay 15"' of their 
imports to tho parent company. A vessel was sent to Canton 
in 17C0, end it returned with a rich cargo of toas and silks. 
From 17C0 to 1710 fourteen vessels were sent to Canton and 
TTankln and each voyage was profitable. But tho importations 
coming into conflict with those of home mako, they were 
either forbidden or curtailed, so that there was no further 
profit to be made. The trouble was accentuated by tho dis¬ 
honesty of some of the directors. Thus reduced in resources 
the Company only vegetated until tho advent of law. 
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Madagascar had all this tine remained profitless. The 
same was true of the island of rourbon. The first capable 
Governor was Florir.ont. Father Eornadin succeeded him and 
under his administration the resources of Bourbon increased 
rapidly. Cotton was grown, sugar, rice, maize and sploes, 
and all the European vegetables* as well as those of the 
■tropics, coi:ld bo grown thore. The island was called "the 
Garden of Eden." Another Governor, Do Vlllier, deserves 
notice. He built up the Internal resources of the island 
and established schools. After him De Parat constituted the 
judicial and the administrative systems. The judgment of 
the island court was final as to the natives, but tho Euro¬ 
peans could appeal to the oourt at Por.dlchory . This is the 
most important point to notice. It will serve to throw 
light on the relative positions of Duploix and Labourdonnais 
at tho time of their trouble. Under De Parat, ns said, the 
island became important. The ooffee plant war-, introduced 
and a closer connection with tho outside world was the re¬ 
sult. 

This is not the place to speah of Law and hl3 dazzling 
financial schemes. lie at least deserves gratitude for tho 
great impetus he gave to the Indian trade. It is through 
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After the bursting 


of the groat bubble Lam bad instituted, tho Company again 
separated itself fro;': tho bank and a now sohe. o was dovicol. 
•The Terpotual Company of tho Indes* was organized with 
twelve directors, each being placed over a eeparate depart¬ 
ment. The success of this systematized management of th.o 
Company's affairs could bo expected. 

V,Tiilo Law's operations woro amazing France and Europe, 
India was not neglected. In 1720 Hebert had been recalled 
and Provootiero made Ccvcrncr. Ho accomplished two impor¬ 
tant things, providing for the maintenance of tho garrison 
and repairing the fortifications. In 1721 Provostiero died 
and I-enclr was made Governor General. I.cncir adopted a 
policy which preserved Pondichery at Law's downfall. Ho em¬ 
ployed tho money cent him during Law's regime in paying tho 
old debts of the Company. P'hen the crash came, the credit 
of Pondichery with tho natives w~s secure. In this same 
year Pondichery was nearly destroyed by a storm, and only the 
energy of Lenoir averted total destruction. As a recom¬ 
pense for his untiring activity in their affairs, the Com¬ 
pany accused him of intriguo. Dupleix was at this time a 
member of Lenoir's council. From 1723 to 1723 only throe 
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ships a year were Bent out by tho Company, but the situation 
soon brightened sand activity ran renewed. Traffic wan 
opened with Loha and the Phillipinos. A factory was found¬ 
ed at Canton, y.asulipat&n grew in iuportanco, the coact trade 
flourished, and ss Dos fosses snys # *Le paviliion Francais so 
nontrait dopuis la r.'.er Douse jusqu*a 1'anillo,* 

A snail agency had been established at Paho on the Kal- 
acar coast. The English viewed it with concern and incited 
the natives to attach it. They did sc, and in 1735, a 
French fleet captured it, and a large pepper and spioe trade 
was built up there. J.aboudonnals was one of the officers 
in this attach. Lenoir returned fron France after his vin¬ 
dication and was Governor until 1735. This was a happy 
period for French interests in India. The exports increased 
fro;*, practically nothing to C,COO,000 livros in 1701, 
Poiidichcry, improved and o;.bellishod, booar.e a city of 


C0,000 poople. Chanderna- or was not yet of great .impor¬ 
tance, but the popper trade at uaho was rapidly making of it 
a rich agency. There were besides factories at rasuiipatar. 
and V. oh a which wore very important. The factory at Curat 
had been abandoned. Thos- o r Calicut and I ala soar replaced. 
French influence b^g.-n to expand. Pondichery became the 
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depot of the Indo China, Manilla, Fhillipino, Bengal, Por- 
Glan and Canton trade. The coast trade became very pro¬ 
fitable. 

The slrplc idea of gaining wealth by scouring cargoon 
began to givo place to tho idea of br.piro. The island of 
Franco, abandoned by the Dutch, was tah.cn by Pufrosne in 
1715. In 17,71, Lyon was r.nde Governor. The history of tho 
Island nan not very brilliant until I.a Fourdonnais booar.o 
Governor, in 1777, ho built tho inlands cf France and Bour¬ 
bon up into two of t' ri e rent flouris hi'eg of Vue Co.rany’o 
posse -nionn, TP? r.oved tho seat of governr.ont fro:. Bourbon 
to the isla.-d of France and built Pert ’oris, and added to It 
warehouses, doch.n, rmgasinos, ole. Through tho .jealousy of 
those about hir. ho was called to Franco to vindicate his 
acts. This ho easily did and returned ana in to his govorn- 
r.'*nt. 

In 1775, Durian, who had been Governor or tne Islam's 
of France and Bourbon, 'rioceoGed Lenoir as oove 'nor General 
of the French settle'' mf" 1" T'"- , hn ^ith bibs eanit^l m T '"r 
ichory. It is worthy of note that Dunns passed fro:, tho 
govrnnont of the isl ...do to that of Pondicnery, an it 
proves to sore extent t*>at Fondichery wan the r.ore important 
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of tho two crd that Pondichery had precedence over the Isles. 
Duma 3 was a man well versed In Indian affairs and the bene¬ 
fits of this knowledge wan shown In the ties of friendship 
which he so skilfully cemontcd between his government and tho 
natlvo Princes, especially as regarded Chanda Sahib and Dost 
All Khan. When the two were in oxtremitios during tho liar- 
atha raid, Dumas received their relatives within tho wall3 
of Tondlchery and refused to give them over to tho Raghu,)l 
Bhonsla. Dost All was killed but Chanda Sahib proved his 
gratitudo later in many ways. The great Kogul was so pleas¬ 
ed at this exhibition of courage against hla enemies that ho 
gavo to Dumas tho title of Ilamab and the right to confer It 
on his successor also. This added immensely to tho French 
prestige. 

In 1741, and this was a sign of the growing nationalism 
of tho French in India. Labourdonnais brought a fleet from 
tho island of France to the assistance of Dumas in his trou¬ 
ble with tho "arathas. The floet came too late to bo of 
any assistance, but on its return to the islands, it visit¬ 
ed a severe punishment on tho rebellious natives at ISahe. 

At the moment Labourdor.nal3 was enraged in doing this, Duma; 
had askod to be recalled and had named as his successor, 
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Dupleix, Dos F03TC3 sayg, "At the departure of Dumas, the 
French In India were definitely established. Y/ith Martin, 
the French had built the capital at Fondlohery, Lenoir had 
created thoir credit and extended tholr relations, and under 
his administration thoy had become a ooi ueercial .po^er. TTlth 
Pumas they had made an immense stride, Franco had taken a 
place aiaon# tho Indian powers." 
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CHAPTER II 

DUPLEIX, HIS EARLY CAREER AED POSITION 
AS GOVEPEOR OF POERICKERY 

Joseph-Francis Duploix war? born at Landreoies, In tho 
Province of French-Flandors, In tho year 1007. Illo father 
was a wealthy farmor general and a director of tho Company of 
the Indies. Tho father had determined to make of the boy a 

finished merchant. Ho therefore surrounded him with every 
influence which should tend to aocusto r. him to m.erohantilo 
ideas. Dupleix, however, did not respond to thono influ¬ 
ences, but exhibited a passion for poetry, r.u3io and art. 

Ho also became an adopt in tho science of fortifications. 

The father became angry with him for tho likings he exhibit¬ 
ed and dooidod to try and break them by a sea voyage. In 
1715, ho sent young Dupleix to sea on one of tho India 
Company's ships. He made several trips to America and In¬ 
dia. On these voyages with his active mind he acquired a 
valuable knowledge of the marine and of oomorce. In 1720, 
his father obtained for him. tho position of *ri ember of the 
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superior oounoil and commissioner of rare." It was a porn- 
pous title rith a small salary. At the arrival of Duploix 
In Pondichery, Lonoir, who was Governor, saw tho worth of 
the nan and booamo his sponsor. Lonoir placed in his hands 
tho register of tho council, thus affording hin tho naans of 
learning at onco the aifair3 of tho Company. But Lonoir 
did more than that, ho geve tho young beginner tho benefit 
of his long oxporionco. Thus the young oommissary loarnod 
th': strong and weak points of tho Company's system. 

For four years, owing to political reasons, Duploix was 
not a member of tho council. He employed this tire in tho 
further study of the political system of the Mogul Empire. 

He was already dreaming of conquest. On the 30th of August, 
the government of Chandernagor was given to him, and hi8 real 
career began. Chandernagor was a factory which at this time 
was wanting in everything but indolenoe, as Duploix say3. lie 
began the ta3k of ending this state of things. By his own 
example, he built up an internal trade with the Indian mer¬ 
chants. He fitted out ships of hi 3 own to trade with China, 
Persia, Japan and Arabia. The success with which he met en¬ 
couraged others to venture also, and the result was that 
within tom years, in place of four or five, there were 
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seventy-two shipd which owned Chandernagor as thoir port! 

In 1741, Dtipleix married 3 French lady who had been torn 
In India and her Knowledge 0 “ the country and the pooplo was 
an important factor In his later sucoossos. The revival or 
traio at Chnndorr.ngor had created so favorable an impression 
of Duplalx that whon Dur.as resigned, ho w*s named as his 
successor. Duplalx saw that tho Uogul Empire w?.s upon its 
last logs, and that tho real mastery of India would lie in 
Fronch hands if only tho right stops wore taken. Put before 
this was possible tho English wore to bo dealt with. A con¬ 
flict was inevitable and Dnpleix determined to striho the 
first blow. Ills first stop was to tako upon him.solf tho 
titlo of Ilawab, which had boon conferred upon Dumas with the 
right of succession, by the Mogul Enporor. This Duploix did 
with all the pomp and splendor no nocessary to awe and win 
over tho native mind. Dnpleix was new in the position to 
tront with the native princes as an, equal. He began a 
series of measures with the idea of strengthening Pondichery. 
Ho reducod the expenses and supervised the work of the offi¬ 
cials vory closely. Dupleix then turned his attention to 
the personnel of his troops, perfecting the system of drill¬ 
ing the native troops and raising the morals of the Europeans. 
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Ho saw that, as it stood, Pondlchery was practioally defonsoT 
loss and therefore he bagan to strengthen the fortifications. 
He became at the same time both tho banker and engineer of 
the work. 

Soon after Dupletx had paid tho expenses of the vrar of 
Mahe, and wa3 pushing tho work on tho fortifications to a 
rapid finish, he roceivod, 1743, instructions from the di¬ 
rectors to cut down expenses and cease the w>rk of fortify¬ 
ing, and yot at tho same time telling him of tho imminence of 
war with England. He deliberately disobeyed those orders 
as far as tho fortifications were concerned and rent on with 
the work, preferring the wrath of the direetors to tho risk 
of leaving Pondlchery defenceless. It was only a little 
later that he received news that the war had broken out and 
that ho wa3 to try and arrange a treaty of neutrality with 
l!r. Morse, tho English Governor at Madras. Ho wrote Mr. Mor 
Horse at Madras, but he received an answer stating that the 
English home Governor had instruct3d him, Mr. Horse, to con¬ 
sider the French as enemies. Dnpleix was in a sad position. 
Ills fortifications were incomplete. Me had but ono ship, 
only four hundred and thirty-six Europeans, and to cap the 
climax, the crops had failed entirely. Tine must be gained 
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«oi:ehow. Duplelx wrote to Anivardi Khan, reminding him of 
the protection Dumas had given hi3 relative, a within the wall3 
of Poniichery when they wore threatened by tho Harathas, and 
urge: upon hi.a that the French rore peaceable tradern who de¬ 
sired anything but war. He demanded th.at the English bo 
hopt fro:" attaching Poniichery. Ho also reminded Ar.ivardl 
Khan that ho, Dupiiox, was desirous of poaoe and had r.ado 
overturen to tho English, but that they had boon rejected. 

But noro than all this was not Dupleix a brother llawab ? 

And ho was tc bo molested by those foreign English. Ani- 

vardi Khan accepted this view of the question and forbade the 
English to attach the French. Tho sane obligation was 
placed upon the French as regarded the English. Tho English 
then in thoir infancy in India, accepted tho dictatos of tho 
TTawab and Fondiohory was saved at least for tho time being. 
Duploix breathed free again and all ho prayed for was tho 
arrival of troops and a fleet. Ho sent his only vessel to 
the Islo of Franco to pray Labour donna is to cone to his aid 
with a fleet a:id meanwhile he awaited its arrival with fev¬ 
erish anxiety. 

The position of Dupleix as Governor of Tondichory was 
tho highest in tho political hierarchy of India. He wrs a 
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kind of Viceroy, executing on his own responsibility, tho in¬ 
structions of tho directors, who wore named by tho stock¬ 
holders. Meantime he held powers very extended for tho pre¬ 
servation of the fortresses and establishments of tho colony. 
Duploix had also the command of tho military forces. Ho pre¬ 
sided over the council of five members. The whole adminis¬ 
trative machinery reposed in his hands. Justice was render¬ 
ed in the name of the Xing, and the laws were also enforced 
in the sane way. The councilors and tho Governor were the 
employees of tho Company who could replace then without re¬ 
ferring to the sovereign. Tho King confirmed the powors of 
the Governor. Gave him so to say a sort of investiture. 

Tho other factories and agencies had boon modeled on Pondl- 
chery. So that Chandornagor, Maho, Calicut and Karikal had 
their Governors and councils tit entirely subordinate*, to 
that of Pondichory. It is a question whothor tho same was 
true of tho Isles of Prance and Bourbon. 
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CHAPTER III 

LA BOURDONNAIS 

His Early Career and Position 
As Governor of the Isles of France and Bourbon 

Bertrand Francois P.aho do la Bourdonnais was born at St. 
Malo, in the year 1699, and was therefore two years younger 
than Bupleix. His family was of goo.‘. position and fairly 
wealthy. From his infancy Labourdonnais had a taste for the 
soa and was not more than ten yoars of ago when he made hie 
first voyage to the southern seas. This voyage decided the 
calling of his life. In 1713 ho sailed as ensign for the 
Indies. It was on this voyage that he learned the mathe¬ 
matical sciences from a Jesuit priest who was on the vessel. 
On another voyage, 1724, he learned the art of fortification 
from a French engineer wno sailed out to tho Indies on the 
sane ship. It wa3 on thi3 voyage that, entering the harbor 
of Pondlchory, he found the French fleet preparing to sail 
against haiio. lie joined the expedition and won a groat doal 
of praise for his conduct during the siege of that place. 
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Labourdonnais then turned hi3 attention to oommerce and be¬ 
coming very wealthy, after serving under tho Portugoece flag 
for a time, retunned to Franco and married. While on a 
visit to Paris, he met I£. Orry, the minister of finance, and 
the latter was muoh impressed by Labourdonnais*s thorough 
knowledge of Indian matters. A short tine aftor this M. 

Orry offered Labourdonnais the position of Governor of the 
Isles of France and Bourbon, and Labourdonnais accepted the 
offor. In tho early part of the year 1735, Labourdonnais 
loft France and arrived at Bourbon In June of tho same year. 
Up to this time, Dumas had been tho most capable Governor 
tho Islands had had. 

The islands of Franco add Bourbon had been discovered by 
the Portugoeso in their earliest explorations. They had 
found them uninhabited and had not attempted to found colon¬ 
ies on thorn. In 1040, tho Dutch had held for a short time 
the Isle cf France but soon abandoned it. Tho islands were 
still desortod when taken possession of by tho Fronch and 
von to tho Company of tho Indies. The Isle of Bourbon had 
no good port and was given up to the cultivation of scoffcc. 
Tho Islo of France had two ports, but on account of the pre¬ 
vailing winds of the Indian Ocean, tbe only practicable one 


Digitized by Tooele 













































25 


was tho port St. Louis or 8 lr.pl y Port LouIb. The importance 
of the Islands lay In tho fact that thoy could he made tho 
point d'appui of vesslos plying between France and India. 

At the tlr.e of the arrival of Labourdonnals, the condi¬ 
tion of affairs In tho Islands was anything but pleasant. 

Tho inhabitants wore composed of those who had oocapod from 
the nassaoro of Padagasoar, abandonee sailors, a few workmen 
of tho Corpany and sovoral European families. Discipline 
and subordination wero unknown. Too indolent to support 
thomselvos, thoy had boon a source of constant expense to the 
Company, and the Company had Informed Labourdonr.ais that this 
state of things must cease. That ho must see that thoy not 
only raised onough for their own wants, but that thoy must 
also bo propared to provision any of the Company’s ships that 
might need It. The affairs of ndr.i istr-'tlon wero in an 
equally bad state. There wero two counoils, the one on tho 
I 3 I 0 of Bourbon, tho other on tho Isle of Prance. Labourdon- 
nais concentrated tho government on tho Isle of Franco. Ho 
managed tho affairs of ju3tico so well that in tho clovon 
years ho was there, only one caso came to trial. By arming 
blaek3 against blacks, tho disorderly maroons wero subjugated, 
and at tho same time, a police foroe was established. As for 
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commerce, La Eourdonnais introduced tho cultivation and ro- 
fining of sugar, which soon yielded tho Cor.pany a profit of 
more than 60,000 livros. He also established cotton and in¬ 
digo factories. In agriculture this vorsatile nan, intro¬ 
duced the oxiltivation of tho manioc, from Brazil. Thi3 was 
a Kind of nut, tho grains of which could be made into a flour 
which wa3 made into a sort of broad. 

The next ta3k undertaken by La Eourdonnais was tho im¬ 
provement and fortification of the Port. The improvements 
consisted in the building of oantonments, arsenals, canals, 
"bridges and wharves. There were neither roads nor horses on 
the islands but he met all tho difficulties and overcame 
them. In hi3 desire to make the islands the entrepot of tho 
commerce of tho Company, La Bourdonnais constructed large 
quays and docks, in which the vessels of the company might 
be received and repaired as easily as at L'Orlont in France. 
So well did he do his work that.in 1738,ho built two small 
vessels, and had on tho stocks a vessel of five hundred 
tons. 

A man of La Eourdonnais' type was sure to make many 
enemies, and, in 1740, when ho returned to Franco upon tho 
death of his wifo, he found himself in great disfavor. By 
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his clear and favorable report of his stops at Port Louis, 

he von his ry again into favor and was again sent to tho 
Islands with tho additional titlo of CoM.-.ander of the naval 
forces in tho Indian Cons. This was in 1741. lie recoived 
word of tho threatening on Pondichory by tho Harathas, and 
cot out for that port at onoo. I'.Bunas had, howover, D3 was 
seen In a previous chapter, saved the city by his diplor.aoy, 
and tho assistance of La Eourdonnais was not noedod. On his 
return to tho inlands, 03 has also boon seen, La Eourdo.uiais 
defeated the natives who wore besioging Haho. 

La Eourdonnais returned to tho island of Franco. It 
was but a short tino after his arrival there that ho recoived 
orders to send bach to France tho fleet which ho had brought 
out with hin. Ho obeyed hi3 orders and was left with but a 
single ship, to face tho lisp ending war with England. It was 
at this non:ont that ho received the appeal of Puploix, bog¬ 
ging hin to cor.o to tho rescue of Pondichory. Deprived of 
his ships and his train-id soldiers, tho outlook was dark. 
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CHAPTER IV 

La Bourdonnals had hardly dispatched the fleet with 
which he had taken Mahe. for Prance, when ho received a let¬ 
ter from Orry who was acting in tho place of the dying 
Floury, hoping that he had disobeyed tho orders and retained 
tho fleet. La Eourdonnais, discouraged with the prospects 
and worn out by his struggles with adverse oircumatances, 
sent his resignation to tho minister. Orry refusod to ac¬ 
cept it and wrote that ho dosirod La Eourdonnais to rcr.ain 
in tho East to cqpo with tho troubled tir.oo which wore al¬ 
ready appearing. La Eourdonnais acceptor tho refusal of tho 
"inistor and set to work nore vigorously than ovor to assure 
prosperity to his islands. 

He was thus engaged when ho received word from Franoe 
that the war of tho Austrian Succession had broken out bo- 
tween Franco and England. It was at this nor*ont, when de¬ 
prived of the fleet which night have held in its possession 
of tho Indian Seas, that he receivod tho appeal of Duploix to 
ccr.o to tho rescue of PondicEery. 

La Eourdonnais pressed into sorvico all the vessels 
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whioh touched at Port Louis and from his meagre stock, he 
armod and provisioned them. lie had already obtained and 
begun to equip five vessels including tho one which had 
brought the word from londichery, -hen ho learned that a 
squadron of five ships was on its ray to him from France. 

This fleet arrived in January, 1740, and consisted of ship of 
war and four unarmed merchantmen It was rith the greatest 
effort that he armod these latter. 

Full of joy at the prospect of action, La Eourdcnnai3 
left Tort Louis on the 24th of Parch, to join his fleet rhich 
he had sent on to Madagascar far provisions. Ho had no 
sooner come up rith it than a violent storm arose and vory 
nearly destroyed the entire squadron. The battered fleet 
found a rendoz-vou3 in tho bay of Antongil on the coast of 
Madagascar, and tho work of overhauling commenced. 

The difficulties which La Bourdonr.ais had to overcome 
were without end. Handicapped by the absence of beasts of 
burden, of skilled workmen, end of the necessary implements 
and appliances, and by the loss of man after man from Harsh 
fevor, La Eoardonnais again proved himself the man of action 
add at the end of forty-eight days tho fleet was prepared to 
renew the voyage to Pondichery. The fleet now consisted of 
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nino ships and 3,343 men, of whom one fourth wore Africans. 

On tho 6th of July, La Beardonnais encountered the En¬ 
glish fleet under Peyton off Negapatan. The English had tho 
advantage of the rind and of tho heavier armament, their guns 
being of twenty-four pounds, while tho French were of twelve 
and fourtoon. An engagement toon place but when night.fell 
tho honors were even. On the next day, the English fleet, 
still retaining tho advantage of the wind,refused to renew 
tho contest and act sail for Trikenali. Throe of La Bour- 
donnais* vessels having been disabled, he determined to ran he 
all sail for Fondichcry, whore ho arrived on the evening of 
tho 8th of July. 

The accounts of the first Ejecting between the two men 
differ, but thore would seen to bo no good reason why it 
should not have boon friendly. It is certain, however, that 
it was not many days before jealousy appeared, and the nan 
preeminently of action who had created a fleet from nothing 
and had successfully beaten off tho stronger English fleet, 
remained in Pondlohery inactive. 

The first of the long series of difficulties arose in 
the correspondence in regard to the disposition of 1'adras if 
tahon. In a lettor to Duplcix on the 17th of July, La 
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Bourdonr.ais asks, *77hat are wo to do with Madras ?» L'y senti¬ 
ments are that we should raaovc the merchandise and ransom, 
the place, because If wo should destroy It, it would be re¬ 
built within a year (l)." To thi 3 Dupleix answered, "I do 
not know ju3t now the best thing to do with Madras. X would 
sir.ply make the reflection that so long as that place 3 tends 
Pondichery rust languish. I do not think at all, that if 
destroyed it would be rebuilt within a year (2).» The 
sentiment in .this letter is opposed to that in the letter of 
La Eourdcnnaio, and It is probable that the ill feeling be¬ 
gan at this tine. At any rate, La Bourdonr.ais ronainol in¬ 
active in the city. 

There were two courses open to La Eourdonnais, and on 
this point both he and Dupleix were at first agreed. It was 
necossary either to destroy the English fleet or to proceed 
against Madras. In the beginning, it was accepted as a con¬ 
dition precedent to the taking of Madras, that the English 
fleet should be destroye’. La Eourdonnais admits this in a 
letter to Dupleix, of the 17th, before quoted. 7hl3 course 
ho shortly afterward refused to take, plodding that his 
armament was too inferior. Dupleix supplied him with all 

(1) I-Ialloson, pp. 103 

(2) Ealleson, pp.133 
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the cannon ho folt ho ~vuld without weakening tho fortifica¬ 
tions too much. This was another point of disagreement. 

La Eourdonnais had ashed for forty-four eighteen pounders 
and fourteen twelve. E-upleix gave hin twenty-eight of 
eighteen, and twelve of twclvo, tut also twenty-two of ei£it, 
and explained that he did not dare to givo any r.cro, fearing 
that tho fortifications would to too much weakenod if ho 
should. 

After numerous bickerings, La Ecurdonnais decided to 
pursuo the English flo- t. He arrived off Karihal on the 
12th of August. There he learned that tho English fleet 
had been seen off the coast of Ceylon. La Eourdonnais then 
wrote Eupleix that so was satisfied that the English would 
not bother hi;., if he should proceed to tho siege of Madras, 
and that he would do so at once. He altered his plans, 
however, ar.d set out after tsc English fleet. He ca.~c up 
with then off Hngapata:. but could non bring them to action. 
They re-fused tho contest and La Eourdonnais was unable to 
overtahe then. He returned to Pondichory, dropping anchor 
there cn tho 2Cth of August. 

La Eourdor.nai3 stated that his fleet wes too small for 
the double task of attaching Madras and holding tho fleet of 
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the English off at tho same time, and appealed to the Coun- 
oll for advice. The Counoil cot and in a letter of the 2Cth* 
said, *Eithor you should attaok Madras or drive tho English 
fleet from. those soas (1).* The answer of La Bourdonnais 
to this was, that ho could not attack Madras until tho Eng¬ 
lish squadron wa3 destroyed. That ho could not destroy 
that fleet because it sallod faster than his own and that he 
could only stay in India until October, as he feared the tho 
Monson. He deolarcd that tho Council did not mark out any 
definito course for him to follow, and that they should havo 
bidden him to take ono or the other (2). He further de¬ 
clared that the Council was the only bar to his action. 

As soon as this was learned, Duploix called a meeting of 
tho Council and La Bourdonnais was served with a summons 
oalling upon him to take ono of tho two courses at once, and 
saying that if his inaction continued, he would bo held per¬ 
sonally responsible. That if ho wero too ill to take charge 
of the floot, I! Fortbarro' could do so (3)." La Bourdonnais 
replied to this,saying, »IIo had only consulted tho Counoil on 
the Madras question and that the destination of his floot was 


(1) Kali. pp. 137 

(2) Hall. pp. 138 

(3) Ham. pp. 45 
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for him to deolde (1).* On the 37th, La Bourdonnals sent 
the float to I.'adras under II Portbarre’ . being hir.solf very 
ill. Tho fleet captured two snail vessels and returned. 
La Eourdonnals having meantime rocovorod, embarked on tho 
ovonlng of tho 12th of September for the siege of Kadra3. 


(1) Ham. pp. 40 
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CHATTER V 

Mr. Morse, the English Governor of Madras, had been re¬ 
lying upon tho restrictIon laid toy the hawab upon tooth tho 
Trench and English to refrain from hostilities within hia 
territories. Upon hearing of tho intondol attack upon Ma¬ 
dras, ho had sent a deputy to the Hawato praying him to pre¬ 
vent tho attack. But unfortunately Hr. Morse had forgotten 
to send any presents to the potentate,and highly offended 
that any ono should dare to ask a favor with empty hands, and 
boguiled by the skill of Dupleix, the Tiawato rofused to inter- 
fore. Tho trust Mr. Morse had plaood in the English fleot 
had also failed. 

On tho 14th of 5optombor, La Bourdonnais landed five 
hundred men on the shore several nilos bolow Madras, and hoop¬ 
ing the fleet abreast of this column, ho advanced upon Madras. 
On the 15th, he arrived within cannon shot of the city. He 
landed 1,100 Europeans, 400 Sepoys and 400 Africans. On the 
vessels there were still from 1,700 to 1,800 men. La Eour- 
donnais at onoe erected batteries and prosecuted the siege 
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with so much vigor that,on the 19th, an offer to treat cane 
to him through Mrs. Earnwall, the daughter of Madame Duplolx 
and the wife of an English gentleman of Madras. La Eour¬ 
donnais signified his willingness to treat, and, on the 30th, 
two English g'-ntlcmon, Monsrs. Mounon and Hallyburton, pre¬ 
sented tho::.celvc3 in the Fronoh camp. They offered a cer¬ 
tain sun if the French would retire. This o^fer was refus¬ 
ed and the two gentlemen returned to tho city. Upon the re¬ 
tirement of those two deputies, tho bombardment again bogan 
and was only discontinued when the two reappeared on the next 
morning. A capitulation was arranged, the toms of whloh 
wero as follows : Tho fort and tho city were to be given 
over to La Eourdonnais on tho 31st. All the garrison, of¬ 
ficers, scldioro, the Council, and all tho English to be 
prisoners of war, and tho Councillors, officers, and em¬ 
ployees of the Company, and English to bo free on their pa¬ 
role. The disposal of the city to be decided amicably be¬ 
tween La Eourdonnais and the Governor, who engaged to hand 
over in good faith all the merchandise and effeots. And if 
by purchase or ransom the oity should bo returnod to tho En¬ 
glish, they should have thoir garrison returned for dofonco 
against tho natives, but it was not to carry arms against 
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Franco (1). 

On tho 21st, La Bourdonnais wrote Duplelx that ho had 
entered tho city. On tho 23d, ho again wrote and said in 
this letter that the place was practically at his discre¬ 
tion (2). It is Important to note that in these letters 
to Duplelx and the Council nothing wa3 stated definitely 
about tho rancor., and on tho contrary, the clause in tho 
treaty rhich speaks of it contains a condition. It reads, 

•Si par raohat ou rancon on rer.ot la ville do I'alras ot (3).* 

A now factor th.cn entered tho question. The Hamah, 
learning that tho French had taken the city, der.andod an ex¬ 
planation of Duplelx. He threatens I to raioo the ciego with 
his own troops. Duplelx determining that if tho Frenoh were 
not to have I'adras, trie English never again shpuld, replied 
to the Nawab that tho Fronch wore conquering Iladras to make of 
it a present to hir.. Dupleix Immediately dispatched tho 
nows of this to La Dour donna is at Hadras. TTe urged this as 
anothor reason why ransom should not be spoken of. This 

letter roeched Hadras on tho night of tho 23d. On tho samo 
day, the 23d, La Bourdonnais had written that there were 

(1) Han. pp. 40 

(2) For let’rs. Vide Lab. H. pp. 3G5 

(3) Han. pp. 49 
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throe oourses open to him,-- to raze the city, to ransom it, 
or to r.nho of it a French colony. Of those throe the one 
which oersted tho b03t to hi:.: was the proposition of the ran¬ 
som. Ob the 34th, La Fourdonnais ached tho Pondichory Coun¬ 
cil for 8o:..o plan to follow. Tho Council in reply advise I 
him not to thin'; of ransoming the city, booause tho tills 
given by liorco and his council would bo disclaimed on the 
grounds that they had Leon given under constraint. They 
further advised the destruction of all tho English Company's 
buildings, etc. (1). 

La Bouruonnaio replied to this advice by stating that 
he considered his actions as independent of tho Counoll in 
regard to Eadra3, and he sent to it a copy of an unsignod 
troaty with Governor Home, by which he bound himself to re¬ 
store Madras tc tho English upon the payment of 1,100,000 
pagodas. 

Three Councillors were sent by tho Council of Tondlohcry 
to form with La Bourdonnals.as their president, a provisory 
counoll to regulate tho affairs of . adras. They were refused 
recognition by La Eoerdonuais.and after protesting, they witlv- 

(1) This correspondence will be found in Lab. N. pp. 
ccr et seq. 
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drow to Ct. Thome. On October £d, a sdoor.d oormission com¬ 
posed of Do Eury, II. Eruyere cad raradis reached Madras. 

They had boon ordered to proclaim publicly that the ransom wa 
was null and void. This was done and in his exasperation 
La Eourdonnais, seeing himself supported by his troops, 
placed the commissioners under arrest. 

It wrs at this moment that Dupleix received orders from 
the sucoescor of Orry, M. Hachault, which wore of the utmost 
Importance in the Madras controversy. They decreed plainly 
that tho oommander of the French squadron in the Indian Sens 
wo3 to obey the orders of the Superior Council. Although 
La Eourdonr.ais raiood the point, that at tho time tho orders 
were dated, Hechault had not yet been named a3 minister, 
nevertholes 3 , from this time there was a decided change in 
tho tone of hi3 letters. Mo mroto Dupleix that he would ac¬ 
cept any terras that would preserve his word of honor intact. 
He sen# to the Pondiphery Counoll the conditions upon which 
ho would r.aho over to theft tho city. The principal ono3 
were as follows : Tho promise that tho treaty would bo 
rigidly enforced ; that the Governor should bo chosen from 
among hi3 officers ; and, that tho city should bo restored 
on the first of January.(This was later ohanged to the la3t 
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of January) The Cuporior Council promised to keep the con¬ 
ditions if tho English should, hut they said that bespro- 
mesnil must be Governor, and that tho city was not to bo 
evacuated until a complete division of tho spoil had taken 

place (1). 

On tho 14th of Ootobcr, a hurricane struck the French 
fleet as it lay in tho Madras roadstead. Tho loss was ap¬ 
palling. Of.tho eight ships couponing tho fleet, four were 
lost, two wero renderod utterly unnoaworthy, and tho other 
■two wore badly damaged. This noons tc have deoidod La Bour- 
dornais. On tho 10th, ho signed the treaty with Governor 
: Torse, and although several of its terns had boon ob^octod to 
toy the Pondichary Council, La Eourdonnais clainod their con- 
nor.t had boon given. Thus terminated the long struggle. 

On October 231, La Bourdon:-iais made over tho city to 
Despror.esnll and loft for Fondichery. The contest between 
himself and Dupleix we.3 renewed. Mo wished to sail to Goa 
to refit and then to sot out after the English fleet. But 
in order to do this ho demanded of Dupleix arms and ammuni¬ 
tion. Dupleix, smarting under the slights of La Eourdonnais 
and fearing to weaken tho defence of Fondichery, refused to 
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glvo them. 

The plan of the Council was to send the fleet to Achin, 
on the Island of Sumatra, so that If it wore needed at Pondi- 
chery It would be near at hand. The orders fror. 1'achault 
Dupleix had been brought by three men of war, and It wa3 pro¬ 
posed that the ships should be divided into two squadrons and 
that they should set out for Achin. If the disabled divi¬ 
sion under La Bourdonnais wa3 unable to make Aohin, it was 
sail for the Isle of France. After some delay this wa3 
agreed to by La Bourdonnais, and the two fleets left Fondi- 
ohery, on the 29th of October. La Bourdonnais with his in¬ 
jured vessels was unable to make Achin and reached Port Louis 
on the 10th of Deoembor. 

Upon his arrival at the Isle of France, La Bourdonnais 
round that he had been succondod a3 Governor, but that his 
command over the fleet still maintained. In compliance wl 
his orders, he net out for Franco at once. His floet was 
shattered off the Cape of Good Hope, but ho reached Martin¬ 
ique. There he learned that on acoount of the vigilance 
with whioh the English fleet was watohing for Frenoh ships, 

his fleet would be unable to reach Franco in safety. lie 
theroforo loft it at Martinique and embarked on a Dutch shl 
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for France. This vessel was captured by an English ship and 
La Bourdonnais being recognized was.taken to London. There 
he w :.3 treated with much Kindness and allowed to proonod to 
Paris on his parole. 

As soon as La Bourdonnais reached Paris ho was accused 
"by the Company of having misappropriated its funds, of hav¬ 
ing disregarded the King's orders, and of having boon *cn 
rapport* with the enemy. Ho wc3 confined in the Bastille 
for three years pending his trial. At the end of that tir.-.o 
his innocence was declared and ho was released. He died 
shortly afterward, September Oth, 1753. 

The lot of Duploix wns equally unfortunate. On the Cd 
of August, 1754, Duplcix was recalled and disgraced. In 
absolute poverty, he was compelled to dispute with tho Com¬ 
pany the remnants of his little savings. The Company re¬ 
proached him with having rained, it and refused to pay him the 
irmonse sums he had advanced. And so the man who had beon a 
virtual King, dispensing royalties and riches was forced to 
sccuro adjournments from day to day to prevent being dragged 
to prison. Worn out by the long struggle, ho died on the 
night of the 10th of Cotober, 17G3* 

The fate of the two men was the same. Eaob died from 
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tho abuse of tho Company to whoso sorvioo he had devoted tho 
be3t years of his lifo. 
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CHAPTKR VI 

Statement and examination of the Questions at isnuo between 
the two men 
Points at issue 

1. The question of subordination. Was La Bourdonnais 
actually subordinate to Dupleix ? 

A. La Bourdonnais' argument 

1. The Xing's Commission 

2. The independence of the Isles 

B. Dupleix's argument 

1. The King's commission not comprehensive 

2. The Isles dependent on Pondiohery 

II. Thoir attitude toward oash other 

A. Was La Bourdonnais correct in his statement 
that Dupleix was unwilling ? 

B. Was Dupleix correct in his contrary stator.ent ? 

III. The talcing of Madras 

A. Did La Bourdonnais capture tho city dopondent- 
ly or independently ? Was he tho agent of the council 
at Pondichory or net ? 

B. Could ho make a treaty and accept tho capitu¬ 
lation of Madras or not ? 
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C. Was La Bourdonnai8 bribed by the English to 
ransom Madras ? 

IV. Is It not possible that the whole trouble wa3 the 
result of tho difference on charaoter and oareor of Du- 
plelx and La Bourdonnals ? 
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I. Question of Subcrdination. V7an La Bourdonnals Sub¬ 
ordinate ? 

A. La Bourdonnals* argument. 

1. The King'9 co.umiscion 

2. Tho Islon independent. 

I. The King's coumisoion. 

La Bourdonnals had bedn created Governor of tho 
181cs of Prance ad Bourbon by an order of the King, In 1V34. 
In 1743, tho 11th of April, tho following decree was issued : 
"Do par lo roi" "II cat ordonno a tons lee capltainos ct 
officicrs den valsseaux do la conpagnle don Inden d^ rocon- 

naltro pour commandant lo siour-I.a Bourdonnals, cnpitair.c 

do frogato, gouvornour dos isles do Prance et do Bourbon, ct 
do lui obclr on qualite 1 adite on tout co qu'il pourra lour 
ordonnor, Boltqu'il S’enbarquo a bord d'un desdits vals- 
seaux, ou qu'il juge a propos do len envoyer a quelquos o 
pedition particuliore, ot oo so.-q peine do dosoboissanco. 
Cigne, Louis (1). This o r-( j a similar decree (2) issued 
somewhat later arc tho two commissions of tho King upon which 
La Bourdonnais bared his arg'.ir.ont of tho King's oommisaion. 
They seem totally Inadequato to support his contention of 


1 5; r. are to be found in La Bourdonnais '.'.or., ppn. 
204 and 205 


Digitized by 


Google 









































43 


equality. 


Ar.'.ong the orders of the ministry which I.a Bourdonneis 
used as proof, arc the following : 1. An order from h. 

Orry, dated loth of January, 1741, a3 follows : *In caso h. 
La Bourdcr.nals coi.'.e3 to action all the offloero of the Com¬ 
pany, on land as well as cr. sea, will oxccute punctually the 
ordors ho ray five, it bei.eg 'understood that in oaoe the 
action tahes place in some other government than the Islos, 
■Los consoils 1’auralent prealaclerent autoriso a donner dcs 
ordres a terro* but as roagrds the forces on the sea, he is 
in every caso to be the coriander (1).“ Tho following is an 
extract from a letter, also from Crry, written on tho 20th 
of January, 1743; "You will advise II. Dupleix of the part 
yr: decide to tame. I have given him. the most precise orders 
to second yen in all which depends on him (2)." In a letter 


from tho sar.o to the name on tho 23th of Ilovomber, 1743, I'.. 
Orry n-yo* "The Company has sent all tie vessels to you and 
left to you the power of their disposal, depending upon the 
circumstances and tho nows from India.* And further on, 
■Vie do not care at all in what manner you may decide to use 
this expedition (3).P It was then on those orders that La 


(1) La B. 

(2) n « 
( 2 ) " " 
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Dourdonnais based his claim of non-subordination. Ha ad¬ 
mitted that ho was to confer with M. Duploix, but not to ac¬ 
cept his advice. 

P. The question of the Independence of the isles wr.3 brought 
forward only by La D rurdonnais. Dupleix evidently consider¬ 
ed it of no inport as he nonhero denlos it. Thus It nay be 

tahon as a fact as far as it is of i:so in the presor.t ques¬ 
tion. 

D. The argument of Dupleix and the Council. 

Although Duplcix nowhere disputes the contention of 
La Ponrdonnai3 that the latter was not subordinate an re¬ 
garded the isles, he certainly regarded hi!:; as such in India 
itself. A letter, oi* rather an extract from a letter, to 
La Dourdonnai3 written by Dupleix fro;.: Tondichory, on the 
DCth of Septdnbor, 1740, shows the attitude of Dupleix on. 
this question. Ho say3, "Vous avos vu l'an dernier un ordre 
du roi pour quo les capitalnes do vais3oau oussor.t a suivro 
loa votros ; nais cot ordre ne change rlen a celui proscrit 
do tout tnr.p, qui veut cue tons loo commandants des vais- 
seaux do la oor.pagnio soior.t sous l*autorite du commandant 
do I* L'Indo et du consoil suporiour." 

Tho sentiment of tho Council was tho sane as will bo 
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seen from the following extract fror. their letter to ha Bour- 
donnais of the 28th of September : *lt was unnecessary to 
give you orders to address yoursdlf to the Superior Counoil, 
since it is a law established in the beginning in India, that 
all vt \o are subjects of the King can address themselves to 
no one else. 7/e Know positively that yot: arc not the tour¬ 
er of orders to tho contrary. We Know that the ones which 
the minister has given you, far from departing from this 
custom, have bidden you to conform to it, saying that you 
ought to have for II. Dupleix all tho regards which hin posi¬ 
tion, as commander in India, demands of honor. This pre¬ 
caution of the minister, although ho might have loft the mat¬ 
ter on the established footing, still more engages ytm to do 
as he desires (1).* 

II. Attitude toward each other. 

A. Was La Bour&cnnais willing to help or not ? 

B. Was Bu"leix willing to help or not ? 

A. The question of La Bourdonnais’ willingness to help 
is one which is rather difficult to solve. As far as his 
physioal willingness was concerned, there can bo no doubt of 
his entire desire to forward the French cause up until tho 

(1) La B. Hon. pp. 292 
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timo ho reachod Fondichory. Tho vast amount of trouble ho 
was subject to in preparing the fleet for the voyago ; tho 
refitting of tho fleet in tho Bay of Antongil, aftor it had 
boon nearly dostroyod by a tempest ; those aro proofs of his 
willingness to undertake the venturo. And after his arri¬ 
val in India hi3 actual work in the taking of Madras was a 
further proof of his physical willingness. Tho only ro- 
lap3os wore in his delays in taking decisive steps when hi3 
floot lay in tho Pondiohory roadstoads. But this is met by 
the 3tctor.cnt of La Bourdonnai3, that ho had asked tho Coun¬ 
cil to choose definitely one of tho two courses open to pur¬ 
sue and they had not dona so. IIo had said in the lottor 
which asked for this decision, “Tho affair is too dolioato 
for me to take the sole responsibility of its outcome, it i3 
certainly enough that I do all that which depends on me. I 
await thoreforo a vote of the Council which shall say that 
it Is important for the honor of thd flag and the intorosts 
of the Company to boslego that city(Madras), without which 
vote, I shall not depart (1)." According to La Bour&onnais 
this was not answered definitely and was the cause of his de¬ 
lay. Once that he had determined to proceed against I.:adra3 


(1) La B. Koi.. pp. 97 
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there was no unwillingness shorn until it was in hi 3 power. 

The moral, if it nay be so called, unwillingness of La 
Pourdonrais became apparent very shortly after hi.3 meeting 
with Puplcix, and wa3 probably induced by hi3 dlslihc of the 
appearance or the roallty of subordinacy. His condemnation 
or non-condn.'.naticn therefore rests upon tho question of subo 
ordination or non-subordination discussod in the first para- 
rraph of this chapter. Put there is yot another proof urgod 
by r.alleson (1). Tho fact that ho w~s bribed is charged as 
a proof that he was not willing tc co-operate with Dupleix to 
secure the to3t returns from the taking of Eadras, Put be 

the reason what it r.ay, tho fact must be conceded. Even 

Eirdwood, who defends La Pourdor.nais on the bribery charge, 
says, •The English might then have lost India but for the 
antipathy of La Pourdomnis for Dupleix, and the conclusion 
cf tho peace of Aix la Channel le, and tho deaths of the 
Cr^at Eogul, the Peehwa, and the Pisan ul Eulh, all in the 
same year, 1748, before the situation compromised by La Pour- 
dor.nais could be regained (n).* 

I 

E. Was Dupleix willing to help or not ? 


(1) Malloson, pp. ICO 

(2) Eirdwood, pp. 242 
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The first opportunity Dupleix had to show his willing¬ 
ness to assist in the enterprise was when La Bourdonnals ask¬ 
ed hln for cannon and munitions. Dupleix did, as La Bour- 
donnais said, supply less than was demanded of him but his 
reasons appoar to be good ones. In a letter to La Bourdon- 
nais he says, "Tho foroes of the enemy may augment, from 
Europo or from Bombayat the announcement of a genoral up¬ 
roar, so that if some ves ols of war should come fron Europo 
and some smaller vor.sols from Bombay, they will oertainly bo 
in a condition to maintain head against you and to disable 
somo of your vessels, obliging you to take refuge in our 
roadstead. What succor could it give you if deprived of its 
great cannon ? *(1) 

La Bourdonnals has charged Dupleix with depriving him 
of tho Fondichery troops on the eve of hie departure for 
Madras. Dupleix argued that La Bourdonnals had not inform¬ 
ed the Council of the destination of his fleet, and that he, 
Dupleix, was unwilling to risk the fate of tho city in allow¬ 
ing tho troops to depart on a voyage, the aim of which he did 
not know. in this position Dupleix was oertainly Justi¬ 
fied as the letter of La Bourdonnals will show. Tho latter 
wrote the Counoil on the eve of his departure thus : *As to 


(1) La B. Man. pp. 90 
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the destination cf my float, it (tho Council) has no right to 
interfere. I know what I ought to do and my orders have 
been given for it to leave Pondlchcry this eveningCl).* No 

mention of its destination i3 made and Dupleix may well have 
boon alarm.od, 

Ecsiio tho two instances given the willingno33 of Pu- 
ploix to aid, cannot be seriously questioned and in these two, 
ho would seem justified In tho coarse ho took. His conduct 
after the taking of Madras wan in harr.ony with tho acts and 
sentiments of tho Council, and much of tho unwillingness to 
aid charged to hi;: from, his conduct aftor and about tho ran¬ 
som. by La Pournormals wa3 duo to tho two diverso points of 
view of the two men. In his refueftl to ratify tho treaty 
Duploix w-s seeking tho boot means of obtaining from tho 
capture of Madras a lasting v^eCit for tho Company. And 
from this point of view this was not secured by the treaty. 

La rcurdonr.ais has Urged t'-mt in promising Madras to the 
ITawab, Duploix hindered his actions. Dupleix defended him¬ 
self in that matter thus : The ITawab had forbidden the 
french to possess ther.selvos of any English territory. In 
the event of a treaty at tho close of the war the French, if 
they took it and held it, would probably be compelled to 


(1) La B. Mem. pp. 100 
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return Eadras to the English nn the Dutch had boon compelled 
to return Pondichory. By giving it to the TTam.-b his friend¬ 
ship was assured. Therefore determining that if the French 

were not to possess the city, the English should not, he de¬ 
termined to offer it to the Nawab. If tho English wished 
It then, they could bat'le with tho TTawr.b for it. 

The general discussion of this question naturally fall3 
under the last topic of this chapter, and therefore only 
several specifio charges have been Investigated. 

III. The taking of Madras. 

A. Did La B ourdonna is do it independently or 
as tho agent of the Counoil ? 

La Bourdonnais ha3 based his olaim that ho was inde¬ 
pendent and not tho agent of the Council In the oapture of 
Madras upon the commission of the King and tho orders of the 
minister, Orry (1). He also maintained that in as muoh as 
tho action did not tane place upon territory dopendont upon 
tho Counoil of Pondichery he independent of that Council. 
The order of the minister rer*c ? »Au oas que 1*action so 
passe dans quolque autre gouvernement quo celul des lies, 
los oon3oils l’auralent prealnbler.ent autoriso a donnor des 


(1) La B. Horn. pp. 343 
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ordros a terro." (1) Tills La l?or.rclonnai3 said was oonolur 
sive. To this was aided the oocret order of tho minister 
which read an follows, "It 13 expressly forbidden to M. La 
Bourdonna"s to preserve any capture! place of tho enemy (2).* 
La 3o::rdonnai3 says, "After ny instructions and suoh ardors 
I ought of necessity to bollevo that I noedod no authori¬ 
zation from II. Dupleix or his Council, since I wa3 in the 
establishment of an enor.y, whioh was not at all dependent on 
their. (3).* 

In answer to tho argument that as soon as tho French 
flag was floated ovor Madras it became a French dopendonoy, 

La Bourdonnais scy3, “Madras is certainly not a French col¬ 
ony but a oonquost which I have Just made and no one has tho 
right to command there but myself (4)." He further argued 
that this was impossible since he had been forbidden to 
beep any captured territory of the enemies'. 

Tho position cf ruploix and the Council was not at all 
complex. They maintained that tho minister had never given 
to La Bourdonnais any orders which wore oontrary to tho lew 
established in the beginning of Eastern colonisation, that all 
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who wore subjects of the King could address themselves to 
no one but the Council. And that all wore subordinate to 
the Covernor General of the Indoo. They further urged that 
ae soon as the French flag floated over Madras it was French 
territory and under the sway of tho Council. La Eourdonnai 3 
himself in a letter to Puplcix, shortly aft or the capturo of 
the oity roomed to hold the 3m.;o view, although ho lator 
denied it. The letter read, “You ought to compliment your¬ 
self, monsieur ; your cares and your attentions have contri¬ 
buted much to tho talcing of that placo (Madras).If Ma¬ 

dras belongs at present to tho French nation, it is to you, 
sir, that she is indebted (1).* 


As for tho argument based by La Eourdonnis upon the 
order of the secret instructions of the minister, forbidding 
hi.", to hoop any conquest, Mallescn has shown some Interest¬ 
ing facts. In the “Pieces Justlficativos" contained in La 
Eourdonnaia* memoir, Mnllo-rc h*- pointed out tho fact that 
this is the only document in tho collection which is not 
dated. The explanation offered by Mallescn is, that the 
order was issued in 1741, and \:ndsr circumstances which jus¬ 
tified i13 torr.3 at that time, but that it was of no force in 


(1) La B. Hen. pp. 274 
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174G f and La Boordonnais, recognising this has placod It in 
tho memoirs without tho date, thus allowing a falso estimate 
of Its valuo In the kadras question to he formedCl). But 
granting its propriety as a justification, was it not com¬ 
plied with ty Bupleix when ho stated to La Bourdonnals that 
he did not Intend to Keep the oity, tut had offered it to 
tho TTawab ( 2) ? Tho case is equally strong in oithcr view. 


B. Could La Bourdonnals make a treaty and acoept terns or 
not ? 

Was Madras French soil or not ? 

These questions are so interwoven with the ono3 of 
subordination and his being the agent or not of the Council, 
that upon tho answer aocordod to them depends that of this 
quostion. Tho only now point to be considered is that con¬ 
tained in the letter of La Bourdonnals to Dupleix. lie says 
in this lottor. "Whether I an right or wrong I believed my¬ 
self able to accord a capitulation to tho Governor of that 
plaoo. I would be tho first soldier who had not the power 
to r.ako conditions to those who had defended the walls of 
which he had made hlxr.solf master (2).* This in itself Is 


(1) Plallonon, ?p. 152 

(2) La Bour. liem. pp. 130 
(2) La Bour. Hem. pp. 303 
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correct but the question as raised by Duploix is a broader 
one, and as said, it3 answer depends on that of the previous 
question. 


C. Was La Bourdonnais bribed ? 

Bribery was one of the charges brought against La Eour¬ 
donnais on his return to Franoe. Ills grandson, speaking of 
this In his edition of the memoirs of La Bourdonnais, says, 
•As for his protended treason, It consisted in a sum of 
100,000 pagodas, said to have been given him by the English 
in order to obtain advantageous terns. It was M. Savage, 
Councillor of Madras, who imparted this knowledge under the 
seal of secrecy to Duploix and his nophow. This nephew 
brotight the accusation. By a very singular chance, Savage 
was the only one of the Counoil of Madras who no longer was 
alive when the suit was heard, and consequently, tho only one 
from whom no denial oould bo obtained (1).* The grandson 
further says the accusation w?n only supported by Dupleix 
and his nephew. Also that there wore many Jews and others 
in Madras who were said to have been compelled to contribute 
to tho sum so alleged tc have been given, and he asks, why 
did thoy not complain when Duploix broke the terms of tho 


(1) La B. Mom. pp. ,?24 
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treaty thus doarly purchased ? This was practically what 
happened, although after the trial of La Bourdonnals was fin¬ 
ished and so of no value in that trial. Ualloson urges that 
if the facts which wore later brought to light, had teen 
Known at the tlr..e of the trial, the result would have been 
far different (1). 

The facts referred to arose in a case which was the re¬ 
sult of the refusal of the dlreotcrs of tho fast India Com¬ 
pany to meet tho bonds on which tho sir - : required for tho ran¬ 
som of l.'adras was obtained, on the grounds that the bonds had 
boon glvon, not to save the Company’s, but tho private pro¬ 
perty of the Governor and his Cpunoil. The case which is 
known an case 31, was brought in 1753, and the papers are now 
in tho India office. 

The matter of tho bribery is dismissed by La Ecurdon- 
nals* grandson in a very few pages (the gist of which hrs 
been given above. ) It is not mentioned in the r.emoir of 
Dupleix nor in'the Essay of Knr.ont. The only authorities 
at hand upon which to base an examination of tho charge are 
tho articles of Malloson and Birdwood. Both of those gen¬ 
tlemen base their arg-scents upon tho Law Case in the India 


(1) Ualloson, pp. 587. The citation will bo found in 
either Hall, or Bird. '.all. from 587 on ; Bird. 343 scq. 
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Office, quoted above. Bird-rood has attempted to disprove 
Malloson to prove the charge (1 & 2). 


Since the case is the bone of contention, the articlos 
in it, which boar upon the ca30 of bribery are here given in 
full. In Folio 2, Hr. Horse, late Governor of Madras, in 
a letter to a ooiuuittee of the court of Directors, says, 

*1 take this oooasicn to inform you, apart, that in that 
transaction, (ransom of Madras) we were under the neoensity 
of applying a further 3 um th~n that publicly stipulated by 
the articles which affair, as it required privacy, was by the 
Council roforrod to myself and Hr. Hons on to be negotiated. " 

Mr. Konson in a lotter to the Directors says, "I am to 
acquaint you that in treating for the ransom, we wore given 
to understand that a further sum was necessary to be paid, 
beside that mentioned in the public troaty. You will.easily 
imagine that it roquired to bo conducted with some degree of 

secrecy.Part of the money so borrowed was actually 

paid to the person so treated with and the rest was disburs¬ 
ed in defraying the charges of the garrison." 

In Folio C, Hr. Ldward Fowke, who refusod to sign the 
bonds given for this money, says, *1 could have consented so 

(1 & 2) M. & B. as boforo quoted. 
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far as five or six lacs,-——-'Madras Is but a tributary oity, 
——Therefore) for your honors to bo loaded with such a mons¬ 
trous sun-mould I on afraid have a bad effect, especially 

with a little oney laid out among the greet men, which the 
French ’mow pretty well how to place." 

Folio 10. In the examination of several of the bond 
creditors they say, "That heard and believe that the then 

President (hr. horse)-did after the 10th of September, 

17dd, agree to give and pay La Fourdonnnis CS,0C0 pagodas-—- 
!Tot to exempt private goods, but that the sum was given as a 
douceur or present on behalf of the East India Company, with 
the vie’ 7 to reduce the amount of the ransom insisted upon by 
M. La Eourdonr.ais. * 

In Folio 11.the sene creditors say, "They do believe in 
their consciences that the said r. ran agreed to be paid La 
Eourdcnnais was entered into for the benefit of the Company.* 
Folio 12. Francis Salvadore, exeoutor for Jacob Sal- 
vadore, says,*He don’t bnow but hath hoard and believes that 
the said President and Council did after the 10th of Septem¬ 
ber, 174C, agree to give or pay to the ibo of h. La Bour- 

dormais, the sum or value of ua r ooo pagodas-.* 

Folio PI. In reply to certain questions, hr. honson 
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says, "lie, the said Ur. Uonson, having afterward, (after tho 
treaty had been settlod) heard from LI. La four donna is that 
they aunt pay hit: down 100,000 pagodas, if they expected tho 
performance of tho agreement, he informed tho Council, who 
after a deliberation, agreed to pay it.--.* 

7ollo .03. Ur. Fowkc cays, "Ho (Hr. Fowko) is a strang¬ 
er to the payment, but don*t doubt tho money being paid." 

The above aro all tho Folios which boar directly on tho 

case. 

In hie confutation of tho charge of the brlbory. Bird- 
wood nays that in the wholo case. Folio 33, lo tho only one 
which i3 evidence of any money having been paid to La Bour- 
donnai3 by way of dusturi. Hie reason 13 that, excepting 
Ur. Fowko, tho others are out of court since they were per¬ 
sonally interested in tho issue. He also nays, Ur. Fomko 
would be likewise if it were proven that he was a slooping 
partner with his brother Joseph, who was one of tho bond 
creditors. But, ho should have addod, had not been proven. 

B.lrdwood further says, *La B'urdonnaia was probably 
quite capable of accepting a dusturi or douceur. It was tho 
universal custom, of tho tlx.o. It was one of the perquisites 
of public office. It soems very probable that in consider- 
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•tion of La Eourdonr.ais' "politeness in exempting kadras fro:;, 
pillage" (quoting the oase fro: , memory) the Governor and 
Council agreed to make hi:r. a private present of CO, COO pa* 

godas. That this monoy mo mostly otherwise expended-— 

?:.d a difficulty having arisen about its refunding, by the 
Directors, it was plausibly pleaded t):at it was paid La Dour- 
donruis to ensure tho execution of the treaty (1).* 

Hallescn answers these arguments a3 follows : no says 
that the Berbers of the Council wore no ^nore on their own 
defence than a member of tho council of the present day 
would be, if asked to narrate oortain transactions in which, 
by virtue of his office, ho had taken a prominent part. *7ho 
but Hr. Horse and Hr. lions on oould have revealed the nego¬ 
tiations between themselves and La Bourdonnais ?-The 

then late Governor and his Council state that La Bourdonnai3 
insisted on a bribe (see Folio 3, 4 and 21 quoted by Sir 
George Dirdwood), they formed tho coualttee to whion the 
negotiation was intrusted ; and.their statement is practical¬ 
ly confirmed by the men to whom they applied to raise tho 
r. er.cy (see Folio 10). Their colleague. Hr. Fowko, although 
a stranger to tho payment, expresses his belief that tho 

i 

(1) Bird. pp. 24C. Malloscn, ?p. 590 
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money was paid (1).* 

Col. J-ialleson also places 3tress upon the faot that If 
the evidence brought forward in this trial had been present¬ 
ed at the trial of La Bourdonnals the result wouId have been 
far different. 

The suggestion of Blrdwood that this money nay have 
been given as dasturi or a douceur by the members of tho Ma¬ 
dras Council, and as a private affair is untenable. La 
Bourdonnals had been offered by the Pondichory Council to 
disregard all attempts at ransom. If then he aooepted undor 
these circumstances any sum of money whatever, it can be 
oallod nothing but a bribe truthfully. And such a trans¬ 
action was neither a ouston of tho tine nor yet one of the 
perquisites of office. 

The suggestion that it was f-ora the private purse of 
the Governor and his counoil, as Malleson points out, fool¬ 
ish and even were it so, the Idea in the gift would have 
been the same since the influence of money is the same be it 
given publioly or privatoly. 

The conclusion seems inevitable that there was more than 
pique or wounded vanity which emboldened La Bourdonnals to 


(1) I'alleaon, pp. 500 
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assume the attitude toward Dupleix that he did. And which 
caused him to persist in this attitude ih the face of all the 
entreaties and commands of Dupelix and the Council. There 
must have boon sono internal influence and a powerful one 
too, to have stimulated him. throughout the long weeks from 
the 21st of September to the 18th of Ootober. And in his 
last act, ho signed the treaty and assorted that the Council 
of Pondichory had agreed to it, when ho had in possession a 
letter from that body emphatically refusing to accept two of 
its most important terms. And yet at the same time the 
strongest plea La Eourdonnais calces in his Memoirs in defence 
of this very act, is that ho had pledged hi3 word to the Ma¬ 
dras Council and that his honor was at stake. Ho refused to 
break his TOrd to the Madras gentlemen, but ho did not hesi¬ 
tate a moment to lie deliberately, in saying that the Pond¬ 
ichory Council had given its consent to the terns of the 
treaty. And an equally strange thing is that until the 
twenty-third of September, he nowhero speaks in his letters to 
Dupleix, of his word being engaged to ransom the city, but 
on the oontrary, says that ho holds it at his discretion. 

In his Memoirs, however, ho says that he pledged his word to 
that effect on the twenty-first (1). 


(1) La B. Mem. pp. 119 
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If the faot 18 forgotten that La Bourdonnals was the 
Admiral who conquored seemingly Insuperable obstacles at tho 
Isle of Pranoe and at the Eay of Antongil ; who, an Hanont 
says, wao ^Splendid in power and doolslon on the bridge of 
his own ship,* If these things are forgotten and we, like 
Teufolsdrockh, look for the man unolad, tho affair resolves 
itself into this simple question : Wore the orders of the 
King and minister of a oharaoter ambiguous enough to support 
tho man La Bourdonnais, in a contention, one issue of which 
was worth to this man in tho neighborhood of BOO,000 dollars? 
There oan bo but ono answer. 

IV. The possibility of tho whole trouble being due to tho 
differenoe in oharaoter and career of the two men. 

It i3 immaterial what the sequenoos of the Madras af¬ 
fair wore duo to, as regards this to'io, bbi there oan bo no 
doubt as to the oause of their ooiinoncomont. It lay in tho 
inherent differences in tho two men. La Xourdo:nals was, 
above all, the man of action. Prompt in ootmcil, used to 
commanding and to seeing his will obeyed, and it W33 as 
Hamont says, "Upon tho bridge of his vessel, fortified with 
letters of marque and armed for tho fray, that he was splen¬ 
did in power and decision. Then ho had not to drerad. a rival 
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then he was not compelled to how to tho laws of a hierarchy 
insupportable to his pride (1)." Put in commanding I.a Pour- 
donna is had forgotten how to obey. 

Tho character of Duplcix is in striking contrast. He 
had oarly cast the horoscope of India and accepted tho re¬ 
sult ar; his religion. It was to rr.a3:e the French power tho 
dor.inant one in India. A master in council, an adopt in 
diplomacy, ho •know neither hate nor affootion. Ho obeyed 
only the interests of state and saw In the conquest of India 
only a sories of political combinations, of diplomatic per¬ 
fidies and of manoeuvres to exocuto unfeelingly against cer¬ 
tain positions, tho downfall of which meant final succons(2). H 
Hon were the piecos in the gano ho played. Tho end w~s with 
him evor tho Justification of tho means. Ills genius was far 
from that of tho soldier. It was the genius of statesman¬ 
ship. 

It was well nigh impossible for natures so antipodal to 
ever harmonize. 


(1) Hamont Hem. Dup. pp. 25 

(2) Idem pp. 3G 
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FRANCIS FORCE. 

Francis Fordo sprang froui a family the earliest member 
of whoui we have any trace, was Nicholas Forcic of Cool- 
greany, of the- county of Woyfora, claimin'; v'clch extraction. 
The only date that regains to us oL him, is that of his 
death in 1606. 

Francis was the second ron of Mathew Forde, of Scaforas 
county Down, and Anno, the daughter oi t'llllau" drowniow, 
of Lengan, who wore aarried in 1633. .‘ie was the descendant 
of Nicholas Fordo, in tl* fifth Generation .and vas ono of c 
family of six children, Strange as it «ay see it there is 
no roccrd of the dato of Ms birth „ut it is stated that in 
1723 he married a widow, Mrs. Martha George and left 
issue. (1) This is improbable for he is first mentioned 
Jr. the Amu^ List as havin* seen at; point sc a captain in 


(1) burke, vol. I. S. V. Fordo. 
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Acflercrcn'3 59th rorin.cnt on tho SOth of Aorii 1746. This 
ras the flr-t ro-'icent of the Kind's arn,j ovor sent to 
India. (1) It was despatched cj nilliau Pitt to ei\,o aid 
to tnc East India Co„icar.j In ♦ o struvle with the French 
In nouUern India ape arrived at Madras in 5eotca.cer 
1754. (2) 

Or. iIoTa;..dor 13, 1756 he was promoted to or .\ajor in 
this r'»~i»eet. hie first aepoormc.o in An~lo -Inuian 
history, ras as the cCLoanc.: r of o rsall force which xi t 
defeat at Nell ore. It is worthy of note that Fordo who 
was to ce tho famous victor of Condole and cldorra, and 
cor.:.::rrr of Kasullpatao. should Ph-.s entered upon such 
a favour and crilllat career .cith an uncus easeful u-ovv-^sn t. 

It ha -or. nod In this a^nneri In 1767, Najlb-ulla 
Khan, the Governor of Nellore, ronslloa s-alr.st the suthoritj 
of his troth nr the Nawab. An aresy of 10, XC u.< n was 
».archoc apainst hl«, including a contingent under the co.tuand 


(1) Die. Nat, biop. S, V. Forin. 

(2) Gru.o, vo 1. 1, p. 371. 
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of Fords, #Mcn consisted of 100 Europeans, 56 Kaffirs, 

(1) 700 S-po^s, op#» 18 pounder, thro© orouneers and a 
fcovrit7? r. (2) 

Th© Scoops were sent over land to Klstnapatam, ;nc 
Fordo prooeociea bv soa jf 111 the rou.-iintiei of hl3 troops 
for the sau.6 place, where th? nocessari : s for th© barer: of 
tv.-clvo a.llc3 to Nolloro /.ere socuroc, lf:3 fort, //as about 
t»lo* as l..r e as Kadras, It J-ud flvo p^tes, and was 
surrovtrded, by a thick nud wall. /.round the whol? w.^s a 
cir> Pitch. (c) 

Na,iib-ulla left th? town to oe defenoec by a garrison 
Of 3,000 of Ms bicn, assisted e> twi-nt^ Freru.l.u.sn frou. 
Haculi p.ita.u* ('4) 

Firs 'a? opened upon the fert on trie 7d of Ma^ , ana 
upon tho 5tt. a practical breach was cacio, and at the break 
of da>, tho assault took place. ouch a strcr.p defers© 

(1) Gru.o. 

(2) Hunter, vol. X, p. 262. 

(3) Canorld^e, oo, 110-111. 

14) Hunter, vol. X, 262. S. V. He 11 ore. 
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vras £uado, and so warily wa.? the assaulting part} received, 
that it was obliged to fall cck• The result c.ipht have 

ccer. dlfierent had not the Sepoy? dlsolayed the utmost 
coworaice. In the first place they would approach no 
closer than feC or 6C peoes to the broach, ana la the second, 
when the fire was ho*test, and the contest for the possession 
of the v;ali tie fiercest, they fled toward th3 eattary, 

Cf tie Europeans, forty were killcc and wounded, together 
with about fiftj Caffirc and Sepoys. bil those were 
wounded In su-h a. ,j ny ' to be unfit for present action. 
Troops and au-u.-inition r.ow teln? rreatly .li finished, fordo 
stooped all further proceedings until he should hear fro a. 
the governor nn:i council at Kadras, 

Mcarurhile the French had taken up a position very near 
Madras, This noinv the case, it was aecicec that it «as 
cost to vivo up the undertaking, ana Force was ordered to 
Join a detach,rent of 30*“; «.on sent to the southward, to 
prevent the ensigns of the onea.y neon Tri cn i nopo 1 i, ?nd 
also to serve as a carrier between the franch ioroe in the 
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fioli and Fort St. George. (1) 

Robert Cllvo perceiv'd Forde's -^reat military abilities 
anc it v;as mor Ms express Invitation that Fordo rosl'iied 
his aOiu.i. 1 s 3 i on in tnj ro>al ar^ lor o;:o in the Last India 
Company's service in Juno lVdS, and proceeded to rental, 
la order to act as second In command to Clive in that 
Presidency, and to co reaoy to so^ceod Cltvo himself as 
ooujiLancer in chief in case of ocd. (2) 

:;o r^m Iren at Calcutta u r til October 1756, -when ho 
was selected cj. Clivi to lead ar. exposition into the 
northern Circars, thief. rer&l tea in his eriiliant victory 
at. Condo re, and Ms famous r.nc dorln-; iture of Masullpatam. 


U) C.itnbria-e, 111-115. 

(5) Die. Fat. Sio;. S. 7. Ferdo. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Cc;.dckL a;id kassupatap*. 

In crl^r to dire .ss thoso svonts, r.a..oly thy Battle of 
Cotv.! a re, one ti.a Car. turn of hasulioata-u, It is necessary 
t.> uruo i stand tie position In which Color- i Clive v;as 
a 130 50, and th» con lit Ion of tto country, tho iiorthein 
Cl rears, to.-.otr.or * i t h tie affairs of lie 1 re:ch* 

The fats of thr Soutlern part of tr~-> ninsola, ooiow 
ti o rivor Xiotna had virtually bean ooct -cid oj, C’llvo*s 
victory «t jvflV^ripak, 

Tro t;. i ri tor. ljln l rjcr. that river ana the 
Vine, hay an ranjy*, roomed likely to rou.oin nr civr French 
influ-nco. At Hal <v>r.icar f the Karon is oo Bossy, the ablest 
of French ycr.rrals of that ti Ui o, ana a re a 1 \j -rent soldier, 
air.10ii.at an>l s t •« teaman e>::rt- d r .* ran- influsncc v be in? on 
the «.ost intlivato toru.s with tro-Suo <hdar of tno Deccan 
or i'ieaii 3a la bat -Jo n? as hn r. ov-i o"! y nl 'ct, 


Digitized by Tooele 




Digitized by t^ooQle 














I 


The French, howvVf.r, ^ere relciv d . f an,, necessity 
of roly in* u ion the favor of the Sutahciar* by having 
sup crossed an Intrigue of the Minis tor of the Svibahdar, 
and having dictated t:;oir own teres, by which th3y painca 
control of the provinces of Lilore, Shrikakol .a., Koncapalli, 
and Hurtaznnapsr* Thssr- territories rendered the French 
rant- rs of the -realist dominion, noth in extent and value 
that hau ever ner. possessed in Hinoostan by Europeans* (1) 
This district Sussy ruler well for a little over four 
years, froa> 1753 to 1758. One of his first car-.s was 
tc 3X,:*n 1 the lev English who rou.Jinoc toar Musui ipataa.* 

Aoout the Mi d of April 1753, the Count da Lally arrived 
at Pondicherry, Intending to drive the English out of 
Southern Inula* He ora©red Hussy to coco at once to 
Arcot, ana sent the Marquis do Conflaus to take tho post 
thus vacated. «.t the satiiG tic.© he removed the French 
3*ent at Masuli patan., V, Moracin. 


(1) Crme* 
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K* do Conflaus >.a 2 nev; to Indian affairs. Ho ..<<3 a stranger, 
and had to deal with strange people. I^mediateij oa^c* the 

nor/s that the r.ain French ariay had retruatou fro a. Tanjoro. 

This information loci to tie- belief in the ainds of 
several of the robins of the native court of the iiizat., 
that the ti^© had coa^o when the power of the French shoulc 
bo ovcrthrcv;n* 

Even p?forc hussy r.as recalled, inaneraz Cajapati, 
fcaja of V izlanagraoi , the son of the Suoahdar t'io«u who* 
the govorm.e-nt had -en vvrestea by the Fra nob, ent ered 
into coi:.uunicatior with the English in Madras ana in Bengal* 

The retreat of the French fro* Tan lore then jecicod 
Mu: to coiiuence operations on his own account* Therefore 
on the 2d of Sept muter 1753, he took pome as ion of Vizaga- 
pat.Mi and raised the English flag, ilo iLueaiaieij sent 
word to Calcutta of what ho had done and askod for uritisa 
holp, to drive the French f roc; tho Northern Cl rears* «ith 
one exception the Calcuvta Council deeded ouch a proposition 
sheer uiadn-ss, as Bengal at that ti*e was in danger of an 
invasion the Shahiada, tho oldest son of tee Croat 
Mughal ami b«si d^s the fueling in Mursbicatnd, the capital 
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of thr: U astrab of ueo : ?ai was also hostile* T o on 3 exception 
was th ; Governor, F.ocert Clive* 

Fealirin- the r.reat bcr.ofits which u.ipht oo go rived 
thes-* territories* ’a finally carried Ms point in the 
counci 1 • (1) 

Aftor jt had boon decidod that the cr.rlish should toko 

a hand In th-o a > fMrs In tho Northern Cirears* 1* was necessary 

to find r isn sfouid no tnerev •* 1/ coj. potent to tak n 

charpo of -uc}. an expedition. It was iupossiwle for Clivo 

hiar-lf to ro, as to *'arf to re a: a in to v. a ro off tho evils 

v;h i c h •••c re t! • ra a t r. i r. r E n r. r 3 i , 

Ferric r,u; just the .'..on icr tho place* A.s has 0 -on 

scan l-'j f ad l ;?n su:: toned f roi F.cdras throu-h Clivo's 

to Clivo hi ns 0 If 

Irionip to take w> the post of socono In cot-and A in 
E:n~r.l« Fordo wa • nov, In October lVuci* ;ru .ro i to sot 
soil for tf izagapat offi and orlve the Frond fro.u the Northern 
Circorn. ills co....;and ras cos.-nosed .ns foil o~:s - SCO 
Eurocoirs , be i n;* five coa.oiM as of t'-a Co... pan j *s Bengal 
Euro 0 nan r< p i ...ont, one cob.;j.an> of Euro nnan art i :. lory, 

1500 Sopo v 3 , or accord in 7 . to coi,o a dr. ritioc 2uu0, six short 
6-pounders « 1 howitzer, fo :>r ‘2<-?o::r,*->rs , four lo-.ounccrs. 
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one 2 inch u .ortar an;i t*o r>>al n.ort>rs. ( 1 ) 

I h '! 00 mp anles of the Bengal Euro no an kogiiont 
under tho co.„,.-inci of Captain Ain-ft, and the flvo lncivldual 
con.pani>;n nor - un:e.r CaptalnsFiSwl-e* Karti n, :or’.\e* .olt- 
iaiore a nv 2 t»ln-Liuutnn.) nt ?. trick :-.oran* ( 2 ) T.a two 
Ecn'nl Ccpoy .a 11 a 1 ior.e no to co cannon hy Ca -*t *t n.; Xr.>x 
and M^ol nan ann tfero wo rc .,ith tin force so,;! unregimonted 
companies of mu tlee 3epo„.s* (c) Tho co.ndcr of the 
artillery f oroo H not na ; od although (.nation 1 =. *acc of 
Ca iainJrlrtol an adv-nturor wt • c cm..". an Joel aoont fort/ 
roneg-.vK' Europeans with lh> four gunv of Ir.o Ananaraz 

(4). *ir. John.'tono of iho I'ongal Civil dorvion accompanied 
Fordo ;. 3 political officer, (5) and ”;as rojndod a‘ Condore. 

Fordo d- p -.rtod f ro* : „ Cnlci* t* October ! 2 tr. a no arrived 
si hit :v ;;1 J ration on 20 th . (C) F roc thic ti...e on, 

(1) Catcrldro, 2C2. 

(2) Irenes, p« 7^:. 

(o) klion, vo 1 • 1, o. 129. 

(4) No ill, p. 145. 

(5) Innes, p. 74. 

(G) Mallcsan, rp. 79. 


Digitized by Tooele 




Digitized by Tooele 





11 


Forde was called. Colonel, ir. anticipation of the colonel's 
co-i.ij.issl on which Clivu hac* promised hit iroa. the Last India 
Cofi.sar.y* On his rvturn to Calcutta he was cittcrly 
dl sapo oi nteu to lino that the cl rectors oi tho Coapany , 
had refused to oenfiru. his co.:.ii.isslon In their service, and 
tint Eyre Cooto, forr«.srly his Junior, In the Sing's L9tn 
cr Adlercron*s Ue-rla.cnt tau returned to India *; th the ran', 
of Li outenant-Colone 1 In t;ie ii n^'s service one ir. co.-band 
of a fine re-iu.cn t. (1) 

Confiaus hau under Ms. a well-seasoned bony of troops, 
who had surveo under Bussy, cut ho coiayou s.ncin.-: thou 
to crush the insurrection unuer Anandraz,fcariu 0 teat he 
was In aanrer fro*, a. formidable rebellion* Kao he narched 
upon tr/j haja, 1 ..a.odlately upon the receipt oi tr.e news 
of the insurrection, ho coulc in all pio_aMi.it.> have 
put an cne to the inovocent, ana would in an> ease nave 
reached Yiza^apatae. so/ ( .o cays prior to the departure of 
tl o Ln-rri ish frets Calcutta* but ho ivalUu, asking Lally 


(1) Die. 


Llcr. S. V. Feme, vol. 12, p* 427. 
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lor ;„oro tioo,-s, until ho learn; a 11.;. t Korauirs at tr.^ :.;,v.c 
of COO t, -?n ma on his ra,> to support Mu* Cnlj, tier’ dlo 
he stafrt lor Fa Vo Mahor.br! , 3oth the English arc the 
F.a ;a Fad tai.c:: advantage of this dolay of six wsrks* 
£na:.«!raz lad u:i.!er M * only a coat tOOO poorl; si,:.uu u.cn, 
who cojlo not lave withstood a French attack. Several 
Ere- list. r.- r.r.t.: t ac hurrlec forward to Ar.anriraz to announce 
Foine'c cj_tr.;:, er.d to are tar* tie •: iaco for the troops* 
2J©;-ot lat lci.s ** re ? Isc -p.ir- or. unco r t) s char : of i-,r* 
Anurovs cl 11 • Civil Gcnicc pre-aratory to .‘l^nln- the 
treaty. ‘erics to •..» lo» t v Pa fa final}; eons-ntec, 

one cl lot on the 15th of Cote be r 1755, he cl ~r.e j, are as 
f ci i C.-.8 

1. The P a J ;* to }-\ t th* extra or onses of tie irltlsh 

ti'oj cur It * the 11 ...a it should bn o . s .o 1 o> d - 5000 pounds 
a - enu cay t he officers ou.,1; bat. ta - COG pouncs 

a „ ,:>pt.h, t.V n,■?e suit bo 1 r. •• ca y-o’clo .-•>* r- >on is t ho F.ctja 
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S'Svenl tn *~3 .iid parts' on that lino* 

3. No for suosecuont ci-oo^nl or r-st itution 

whether of to Haja's or Company’s posse>sionG to cj l.icc 
without h> • c *? r> t ♦ r>f doth nartios. 

A . All ~ 1-jr.do r arri orl zn to i- .rial i ^ olvi.ivc (1) 
C-nflaut In *..ovir.fc forward oa ■/ that 1 ■> nao ioat t.is 
o': nortun j ty for ctaching Anandraz, an- t. Mr o fere uotorilnsa 
to fortify Ha ■’.1 f Jr. a c-Mi* and!- position* elected 

a ol^oe ab'j-it fort^ .. 11 r- fro.-, Raja iiz r-.erurri, v.hiuh 
co a.i. a:, dud all tf<? encroaches to V1 za ra a t ■>. .. t.a.i un :j r 

Mil 500 Eurnnnan.* , 5000 natl vn Jrfrntry, 500 nr 11 v c •« va 1 ^ 
with, sr.;.,.- artillery. On - .>» r 5, Colour l Fr-o, as; 

ho *.? c•-11 •' », aTrl veo v*i 11*. 470 Europeans , nnt: 10JO Sepoys. 

11 th M. nf Aj-.Tic'raz , v.h a had do in no h.J > t Kasiu. Kota on 
Novoncnr 3, v.ith. K lr 40 I'rep * an.t, 5 000 ..go, 30-0 hare eiu?r. 
and f r-'.'T ' • 

Finding Corflae? po-tt1 •-.n too sironz to go at.taoNed 
Fordn fortified hl.'L-Mf thre- or foor J1 •: 5 ire;: hoc French 
cac r# On to D'c';. ror 8. r o ‘ h 1 n * vac door. , nooi.- •/•arty 

11) I nno s, p. 76. 
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to the. right ana left wore the native trained troops* and on 
ooth flanks were thn Faya's raw levies who soon decamped 
and hid In a hollow. The Europeans v/ero entirelly con¬ 
cealed in a field of Indian corn and tho native troops were 
dressed in red, both of vhich facts had much to do in 
bringing about the French defeat. Conflaus directed a 
vigorous attack upon the rod ooatec natives, whoui he 
believed to do Europeans, ano put theui to flight. Think in 
this had won the day Conflaus pursued the fleeing Sepoys. 

The pursuing platoons were suddenly confronted by the 
solid linos of tho English, who oponod a withering fire 
uoon them. The French broke and ran. On the left Forde 
aoved up to support his Sepoys who showed -signs of weakening 
Rallying thou, he hotly outsued the French, capturing their 
artillery and thus winnin? the 6 a. j, but tho camp still 
regained to be attaoked. In this move,>ent the Raja could 
not be induced to take part, so Forde gathered together 
his own Sepoys and moved forward to attack. 

As soon as the Englis! were seen a few shots were 
fired upon them, from the entrenched camp, ne^r Tallepool, 
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and than every u,an in the caa.p flea in confusion toward 
Raja u.a hendri, leaving everything in the hands of the 
English. 

Force's Iocs was one officer# Captain Aonet and fifteen 
a.en of the iongal Europeans and four officers and thirty 
L.en of the sane re giu.ent wounded and about one hundred of 
the Bengal Sepoys were killed or wounded. (1) 

Condore was won solely through the genius and resolution 
of Fordo. iie had oar^d n.uch and -uccoebed because he 
dared, and lastly, he could rel> upon hiu.seIf , and upon his 
troops. (2) 

!i; sent Captain Knoy with a battalion of Sepoys to 
follow u o t ho vanquished, who had gathered at Raja ii,a nenar 1. 
Sut the latter were to frightened to a,aka any resistance 
so during the nig t all tut fifteen ^soaped across the 
Godavari river. Conflaus himself fled to Masulipatau*. 


(1) Innos, p. 79. 

(2) The authorities used for the cattle of Condore are 
Malloson, p. 81-87,Caiutridge, p. 204-206, Oriue, voi.UJ 
p. 576-582, Innes,p. 76-79 and Neill p. 146-148. 
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Captain Knox, oj tHe order of Forae, in compliance -aith 
the teras of the treaty of the 16th of October. gave up 
Pa jauahendrl to the Raja /.nandraz, who appointees Captain 
cristal to bo its Governor, and this officer took charge 
of the sick *na wounuea, the stores, artiiior^ ana the 
ba-{^a^e of Force’s army. (1) 

Fords's work of excelling the French from the northern 
Ci rears was now half finished. There still romainca the 
stronghold of Masulipatam, fro„ which he must dislodge 
the French. ( 2 ) 

Fords wa3 ankious to follow up imQieoiatal^ tho advan¬ 
tage which the victory at Condore had given him oy marching 
directly upon Masuiipataa, which contained a strong garrison. 
Conflaus in spite of his lo.-.sos was gaining courage, for 
he had received into 111;:-noe that Koracia was coding 
sea tc his assistance at the head of 300 mar. and that 
Salabat Jang, tho Hiram or Subahaar ol the Deccan was 


(1) Cambridge, p. 209. 

(2) M^lle'on, p. 8G. 
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aim oo...inr to his surport as a result cl ar-ent entreaties. 

(1) 

but Force's main difficulty vas the lack of funds* 
Anancrar had cromlsod to make the first pa^i^nt, according 
to the treaty, as soon as ho should be put In possession 
of the £ort of Ra ja i.a hendri, and Forac relji.';r, u.on his 
v.-orrt had lent hi a. 2C,OCO ruenes, so loro roin^ to E-aslir Kota 
No?. Fordo vas entirely destitute of cash but still roljlnp 
upon thv Raja's promises he crossed the Godavari on the 
53d of bepluLber, hopin’' to roach hasulipo tarn before the 
French had rccov'M ^d fro_. their defeat. The Raja neither 
foilored nor sent any money, and as Force coulc not p,o 
on without either, he had on the 26th of December to recross 
the rlvt, iLuoh to Mn disgust* 

Tho Eaja feori naj that Fordo ha 1 roturnen to punish 
him flea to th-.* hills. Forde campinp, at Pouoapur. (2) 

More he received 20,700 ruaecs fron, Mr, Andrews, who went 


(1) Mvlleson, p, 91. 

(2) Orme, p. 472-472, vol. Ill* 
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1-mediately to the Baja and bj slight changes in the treaty 
procured from him 6000 rupees in ready money ana bills at 
ten days lor 60,000 more. 

The Ha ja accompanied Mr# Andrews Pacu to cau.p, and on 
the 25th of January, 1759, after days had ceen lost 

the two armies moved toward Kasulipataa# cut now the 
French had had time to jbfeepaiifhiy recover from their defeat# 
( 1 ) 

Conflaus should havo marie cvor ; resistance to the 
approaching army# and one station which he u.i;;ht havo held , 
or at least made an endeavor to hold was Elloro. cut 
strange to say he ordered it to be vacated, and drew all 
his troops into Masulip tarn. The only place fortified 
was Narslpln twenty miles south-east of Ellore# 

This place was coimandod by M# Panneau, a man of the 
Conflaus t,ype. Du Rocher with an "arm,, of observation" 
had taken up a position nearly thirty miles due west of 
Ellore# Narsipa, with a garrison of bOO was thus nearly 
isolated, and Forde resolved to take it before it could 


(1) Orme, p. 473# 
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be relcivod. Ho therefore sent Captain Knox with a t-altaiion 
of Sepoys to capture it. threats* the Zaiuinaar of the 

district made to ally himself with the English, upon 

hearing which Panneau acanaonec iiarslpin, destroyed ali 
ammunition not n^-eced, anc hurrica to Du i. ocher. Leaving 

a fc.v men to garrison the place, Znox returned to Forde. (1) 

Gn the ISth of April the Raja to prevent a quarrel 
with whom, Forde taa allowec to have his own way in marching, 
arrived, ojt it was not until March 1, that the., /.ere 
road., to start out. 

On the 3d they ca;,.e upon a small but strong fort, 
called KonKal which was garrisoned 15 Frenchmen and two 
coapanies of Sepoys, An assault upon the place was a.ade , 
and after a sharp fi~ht It was taken, Du Rocher coming up 
too late to ce of an., assistance, and finoin- that out , 
drew off. A small garrison was loft, and Forde marched 
on toward Kasulipataio. (2) 

Conflaus haa tak n up a strong position in a town 
nearly two mil^s from the fort. it was capacle of being 


(1) Malleson, p. 92. 

(2) Orae, p. 9, 477. 
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easily defended, had an abundant water supply, and in case 
a retreat should te necessary, the suns of the fortress 
woulu offer their protection, 

But Conflaus weakened as r’orde came up, and with*, 
drew into tie defenses of the fort. This was capable of 
offering a prolonged defense. It wa3 in the shape of 
an Irregular paral Islonrram, about 800 yards in length and 
from 500-6-0 broad. It was nearly a idle and a half from 
the sea, on the tank of a small Inlet and was surrounded on 
the other three sicics bj swamps, Tho outlines of the work 
consisted of eleven bastions of different sizes, surrounded 
by a v/et ditch* the escarp and countersoarp wore of earth 
faced with masonry* On the ©astern arm western sides 
were ranges of sand hills, and uoon those ia tho east. Fordo 
began to erect his catteries. Thoy ..ere about o-O yarcs 
from tho fort. Tho erection of these took from the 7th 
to the 25th of March, and during all this time he was 
subjected to the cost discouraging reports, Du Rocher 
threatened to maich upon RaJamahendri, which he at length 
did, cristol vaoatir.g the place and this so terrified 
the Raja that he refused to advance a rupee* the treasure 
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chest «vi.s cuipt,) i the Suoahdar of the Deccan was approaching 
with 4000 tr.^n* In addition to this, his own troops 
threatened to n.arch away, on account of lack of pay* Again 
Fordo showed hlu.3elf a natural corn leader of a,en. He 
quieted his soldiers and oer3uaaod th a, to return* 

Cn the 25th of March , fire v»as opened upon tie fort, 
cut the aa&age aone ;v.is slight* By a quick (.ovement the 
French erected a lottery, ana took the besieging guns in 
the rovnrso doin~ not a little daaage* 

ry this tii„e Saiooat Jang, had cOu,e v 1 tl: in 44 u,iles of 
Kasulipatau. ana hac ordered Anandraz to join Mat* without 

a word the Raja statted off for his ov:n province* But 

Forde overtook hici, and showed hip that Ms o»ly hope 
of existence la., in regaining with the English. The 
gallant Colonel then entered into coii.;..unication with the 
Subahdar, who consented to retrain encamped where he was and 
receive an English envoy. Then caii.e the news that 
Salabat Jang hao violated his promise, that he Laa broken campi 
thatDu Rooher was hurrying for?/ard to effect a junction 
with hlo., and that only two days an,munition regained in 
store* (1) According to every rule of *ar Force waj lost* 


(1) Mollcson, p. 91 
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He wa c simply deteruined to win. Ho hau confidence in 
himself and felt that Conflaus was not his e^ual in any 
way• On tb corning of the 7th of April he opanea a heavy 
fire on all tho bastions and oontinued it until the latest 
possible moment, hawing determined to make the grand assault 
that night* Ine north-east angle of thefort was to be 
the real place ol attack* cut as a ruse, Captain Knox w^s to 
betake hi use If to the south-west angle, and Anandraz was 
to make an attack upon the ravelin covering the oaponnlere 
which wa3 a part of the causeway which led from the town 
to the north-west, bastion of the fort. 

At t-n o'clock that night tho various attacking parties 
wore una?r ara.s. As the party led by Captain Knox 
comprised entirelly of Sepoys, seven hundred tn numoer, 
destined to wad** through the swamps by a difficult though 
practicable passage, and attack the south-west angle, 
had a longer distance to travel, they started first. 

The main attack formed in thr^e divisions, and composed 
of 312 European infantry, 30 gunners, £0 sailors, and 700 
Sepoys, was to set out about half an hour later, out some 
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tiiLe was lost in waiting for tie officer appointed to 
coa.ii.and it» Captain Callender (1) and evontuail,, the 
party started out without hi a.. C-iot.aln Fischer then took 
oo;;r.and. The can.p was left In charge of the Raja with 
orcers to o,ovc on the ravelin the a-oa-ent firing was heard, - 
It having beer, settled that neither attack shoulc C3 o»ace 
before a.idni g^t but that each party was I roe to act the 
uou.ent the gongs of the lort should strike twelve. ( 2 ) 

At exactly twelve o'clock Knox opened fire upon the 
south-west bastion, the Raja a;- do an attack on the ravelin, 
and a little later the throe divisions under Captains 
Fischer, Maclean and Yorkr? respectively storied the north¬ 
ern face - Fischer gained his point, and Yorkc 's u.en seized 
the bastion fro.* which the French had fired upon Maclean. 

One Frenoh dctach&ent surrendered to Yorke and there now 


(1) Caotain Callender was an officer of the Madras Arty who 
had been sent to the Northern Circ rs oy the Madras 
Council with oruers to assume jiilitary command, If the 
Bengal Imops suooeeded in driving the French Irox the 
province. It appears that the Madras government feared 
that the Northern Cl roars tight ce taken under control of 
the Calcutta Council - Innes, p. SB, (note) 

(2) Malleson,p. 39. 
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regained only one bastion. At this point nearly the whole 
plan war. defeated Dy a cry of "A alne, a mine" and it was 
only after ttr ‘-nrdest sort of work, that the a,cr woro 
Induced to return to the attack. 3y the Raja's feeble 
attack one hundred of the French .'©re draw* into tne 
ravelin where they wore Isolated fc> Fincher's closing the 
rate. 

Conflous lost Ms head and Increased the general 
confusion ey sending out oor.t raal ctor^ cracrc. In th-.» 
excltui-ent he haa fallec to distinguish the real from the 
false attack. Thinking that everything was lost, he 
proposeo to Fordo to capitulate on honorable tc.rms, out 
Forao reolled that. the garrison must lmmeaiately lay down 
lte arms and surrended uncondltlonally or be put to the 
sword. To this Conflaus acceded anc the victory was 
complete. 

the 1 mcrobaol 11 ty of the attempt v/as the principal 
cau3o of Its success, for the garrison of the fort from the 
be-lnning haa rogarted the siege with mockery and being In 
dally expectation of the arrival of a cody of troops whioh 
were coming by ?oa from Pondloherry, had concerted that the 
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ariaji of otservatlon, Joined bj tt is reinforcement ana a 
nreat detachment If not the whole of Salabat Jnn^s axtuj, 
should surround ?nt a<+acw the English anuj» (1) 

cut th« victor., was due to tin courage ar.c go to ruination 
of Forle. In th* attack tie lost .2 Europeans kiilvu 
Inducing Captains Moltiu.ore and Callender, and 62 wounueai 
oh of 11 * p.'j? ver^ killed and 160 wounded. 120 pieces 
of cannon. io r? taj.cn, and the rarrlson '* lch surrendered 
nun.eered 5“0 curoco&ns anu 2537 na* 1 ve?• (2) Wisen tie 

capture vas Lade S*». laLat. Jar.,- was; orlj. 15 kilos awaj, and 
DU Poc l er still nuarc-. (S) 

On ti. 5 Mtfc :f Ma>, Salat at *Jnnn foe Inn trai nls 
position ’.vac rather ntcr.acl° signed toe follovlna treaty* 


(1) Ot.lO, .o. 430. 

(2) The authorities on the capture of .''.asuiipa.tan. are 
kalleson, p. 9<3-105i Cau.crld^o,p. 210-212j with an 
excel lan t clan, Oiv-e, vo 1 • III, n. 4'/y-450i lnr.es, p • 
87-92 and Kelli a. 167-163. 

(3) Or^c, n. 459, (vol. Ill) 


Digitized by 


Google 




Digitized by Tooele 



27 


Treaty with the Nizam. 

L copy of Feouests trade by Co lorrl Fordp to liawa'o 
Salacat Jan?:, and his comjiiane thereto, In hi- own h>nd. 

"The whole of the Clrcar of Hasulipatam, v.t th eight 
districts, as w^ll as the Clroar of Nizampatam, and the 
Condovtr and Viacalaanncr shall oe given to the English 
Company as an Lnatu,or free gift, and the Sunnuus granted 
to thou. In the sac.e manner as was done to the French. 

Th'’. Nawnb Salabat Jang -/111 oblige the French troops 
which are in his country to pass the River Canges within 
fift /en cay si orsenu them to Ponciekerry, or to an^ other 
place out of the Deccan country, on the other siGe of the 
river hlstnai In futuro ho will r.ot suffer them to have 
a settlement In this country, on any account whatsoever, 
nor keep them in his service, nor assist then., nor call them 
to hi3 assistance. 

The Suv/ap will not demand or call Eajapati r.az 
(Anandraz) to an account f^r Y/hat ho ns collected out of 
the Circars belonging to the French, ;or for tr.c computation 
of th e revonus of his own country. In ths present yeari 
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but le* Mi regain peaceable in future, and according to 
the co.iirotation of the revenues of his country oefore the 
tiiO of the French, agreeable to the custom of his 7 ,rana- 
father ?nd lather and as was < hf*n piid to the Ciroar, 
and if 1 c (the I'.aje) dees not ajr-o to it then the Nawao 
aa> do rh rt he pleases. In all cases tw NawAD »;lil not 
aslot tt : e enemies of the Ln~llsh nor .jive thoj. protection. 

The Lnplish Coi;.oany on their part will not assist the 
sav?ab's eneiMes nor ?Ivo theu. protection. 

Dated, Moon Ramadan the- loth Hejira, 1172 which 
Is the 14th of Kay 1758 • 

I swear cj Cod and hie prophet ana upon tie hoi,/ 

Alcoran that 1 with pleasure apree to the requests specified 
in this paper, and shall net deviate iron it even an hairs 
oreahth. (1) 

On the 19th of April, Colonel Forde’s report of the 
capture of Masulipata&, of whioh the following is a copy, 
was received at Madras- 


(1) Aitohi on f s Tre^11 >8 , vol* 1 9 p 145-147* 
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"Cent 10 u.cn, - On the nl^t between the 7th and Oth 
instant, I attached •■taeulipa^aa., and after a ver,> sharp 
conflict, had the ^ood fortune to net possession of it. I 
have take-, near 500 European prisoners, one Hundred oi 
which ar" officers, civilians, and ship people, the remainder 
ar»- soldiers* My who In force consisted of 215 rank and file, 
30 of v/h, 1 c 11 •.vor- - ' volunteer season celongir.* to the "Hara- 
»'ic’<e"i 21 of u*jr people are killed and 50 v/ounded, and one 
seaman killed and five wo ndod. 

I am of op ini or this place should b» kept in our 
hands as it is sy far the strongest situation in India, 

My 1500 Sepoys cehaved wal 1 1 with one-hall of then. I maao 
a f?l?p attack, and joined the other with the Europeans at 
thr real attack! Ihey mounted the ramparts with the Europ¬ 
eans, and i mI. a ved with ^reat humanity alter they iau got 
in, I ha-;* lost «rreat numbors ol them both, at the false 
and real attack. Captain Kallender is amon? the slain, 
as is Moidecn Be^ a -.y Commandant of Sepoys 
(Sisned) 

Francis Forde (1) 


(1) Wilson, p. 129-130. 
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rjstth-' cesrior of tie Northern Circsrs v.os not t:.e 
aos t laportant result obtained by the stora.lnr of Ka3 ull pa tau. , 
Fiou; the date of that capture the paramount tniluer.ee at 
the court of Ka Id era bad was trar.sferr- d fro.;, tie French to 
the Ln-IJsh. Ihe victor^ of Fordo laic the foi.nuation 
of that. f>redoa.lnance at the court oi the Nlzau which, 
placed so:,o forty years later on a dr.fir.it o casis the 
Marquis We lies ley, exist.'; at the present nay. (i) 


(1) Malleson, p. 106. 
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CHAPTER III. 

THE BATTLE CF BIDERRA. 

Frou the year 1550 the Dutch had qraduaily obtained 
power and influence In East Indian Affairs. In 1646, 
they had planted an aqer.cy at Chlnsuvah, and fourteen 
years later h^d obtainec froa* tho Portugese tho Malabar 
coast and the rrant of Ceylon. 

The caoltal of th«; Dutch In Asia lay not in tne penin¬ 
sula tut was at Batavia, on tho island of Java, where resided 
the Covernor-Cer.eral and the council of the Dutch Indies, 
to whoa all the agents and councils of India and the few 
Island nrovincos were subordinate. In J,A n<ral, Chulsuvah 
was tlo headquarters of an arent presiding over all tho 
other districts on that side of India. (1) 

Fearin'* * catastrophe, similar t& that which had over- 


(1) Halloson p. 109. 
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taker, tb-* English at Calcutta in 17oC, would overtake theu. , 
the Dutch toretner «ltr. the French at. Chaudarnogar, had 
purchase ri ion unit} fro., ~i raJ-ud-Daula* But since the 
defeat cf that Prince, at Plassey in 1/57, Mir Jofar the tool 
of the En»llsr hac held the ha/rabship ol oor^ji. Frou, 
that tiu.e English influence had ceen steadily progressing, 
and Mir J.ifar •"•*« bet nr yobed ft,ore tirhtiy* (1) 

The Ln^liar- had c~oojp a nec-ssit> to > iu,, cut nover- 
trolevs r.c olru^rlcd ununr ttelr control -,hicf f=e i~c 
bronrit u'on M itself* In vain he souoht to r hie 
position, until ho was informed that the Dutch v.oro as 
violently opposed to English advancement and pater in 
Bengal as he was hioself* 

As a reward for English old tn internal as well as 
ovtornal trojol-s, ma^ concessions hac ceen mace t.osa cy 
the .tr*’ao vi’-ich interfered seriouslj with Dutch trace* 

Scions t r nc?3 oy the Dutch /rern listened to Oj Mir 
Jaiorr confidence follovec with t^o rr.nult that tta Dutch 
promised to procure iron. Batavia a suificiont force to drive 


(1 )41° 1 leson, p. 110. 
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the English from Bengal* a no the N'awac wa3 to assist thee.. 
Owing to the threatened Invasion of Shah Alaen Into the 
provinces of Mir Jafar, the proposition was for the tlite 
being abandoned cot after the canger seemed at an end, it 
was again taken up. In June 1759, Mir Jafar accompanied 
Cllv; to Calcutta, vharc f.s received information t.rat the 
plane of the Dutch wore nearing maturity. In tho following 
October, he again visited Calcutta, ostensibly to confer 
vith Clive cut in reality to be near at hand “’hen tr.e 
Dutcr et rue’e tho first alow,(1) 

Durir.: the Novae's visit, sever. Dutch «ir ships flllea 
.with troops arrived at the mouth af tho 

Clive had suspsete 1 that the tfaxab was playing him 
false, but when the ships xovod further up tho river and 
the troops wore laneca, contrary to Mir Jalfors promls .s, 
ana when It was learned that the Dutch a .gents wer’ enlist¬ 
ing aepoys at Chinsuvsh, Xasimbazar anc Patra, with the 
connivance of the Ka«ab, there could no no douot of the 


(1) '.(ill e son, p. i 1 2 • 
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hostile Intentions of both native and Dutch. (1) 

The tin.e chosen was a uost favorable >no froc. tho 
Dutct standpoint, for all the English troops together v.’ith 
native re~iicent3 were scattered throughout the provinces, 
except 330 Europeans anc 1 COO Sepoys who for*eo the garrison 
oi Fort '.viiliaci, ( 2 ) 

i hr, force on board Og Dutch vessels, consisted of 
700 European infantry, and 8’0 Malay’s trained and- fully 
equipped. At CMnsuvah, the Dutch had 160 European 
infani.rv ;nd artillery, ond a nuc.ber of Sepoys, who in 
event of a crltish .iisastrr , would do quickly au;>onted by 
a part or oven t.h=> wliol- of the N'avab'.™ arc-y • 

CiJvo iu.modlate 1 y sent oruors to too outposts, for 
the European troops to inarch tov.crd Calcutta nt oriv,e. 

The Calcutta Militia acoiit 300 strong, -or called out, 
and about 30 voiuntv. ers, half of whoa, wore forced Into 
cavalry w>.-re 3Jded to tr? a ray, A:u.lral Cornish wos 


(1) fienpal Europ. Font, p, 95. 

(2) Malleson, p. 112, 


Digitized by Tooele 




Digitized by Tooele 



36 


orccreci to sail up the Ku*-li,(l) the batteries vhich 
conriond*'! the !,.ost 1 important passages of the river near the 
town, Tannah fort and C>-3.rnocks battery sara greatly 
strengthened r.s woll as Fort Slllaia. itself, 

Ju3t at this r.Ou.or.l, Colonel Ferae, accompanied 
Cnpt.xin 'Lex. returned f roo. the ?lorthorr« CJrca», ond to the 
gallant victor of vnsul ipataii,, vas assigned U.> co.:.u.and 
of the rt: ol: ovailauis force. (2) 

Lilly In Movei .:?r, the Dutch hao sent a threatening 
1 o 11 * r to tb® Calcutta Council, In w^ich the,, .iomanaea 
that the English shoulo forgo an> claim to ii ? ht oi 
saarcr , nc th«l Dutch vessels sh.oulo cc given free progress 
u-i the VunrlJ Clive responded to this In a die iematic letter 
fro, the council containing the following sentence. " That 
tie British in retaining tie ri-ht of search, .’.ere acting 
under tie oroer of tie Emperor ana the i ns treat i ous rocaived 
l to vi th- Viceroy, Mir Jafar, they there:ore, Liu no power 


(1) Innns, p. IDO. 

( 2 ) .Voileson, p. 114. 
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to £ra::t t:.o 

icc :-: 3 

t of t' e Dutcf , cut : 

ruli 

uIO J 

its services 

3".C s'i :: ! a ' i 0 

’ •3 ret >: 

•‘">0 the Dutch and the 

i_ a, ; 

e rj r 

and the 

Me cro« " (1) 

Jn 

l ecelvir.p th Is. reel.* 

» t( 

e. D <j 

ten cOu.u.unuor 

1 xii.3u late ij 

0 t tackn 

a and captureu seven 

(2) 

3 u.Jl 1 

1 British 

ship? l^fn ~ 

off t h» 

port of Falta, tore 

co :n 

t hti 

British 


Ilfs'-, ami oaf t>.»re c: th - suns siiJ sior-su* (D) 

I’M.'. s^vjbo Clive fro,., ill anxlaty, for cs uoiiana «rus 
An all., t*I iri'lar.u, h.-» coo.i nut coj...tnci huetilitics with¬ 
out tt<- create;** r-soon-* 1M 1 1ty. ( 4 ) 

do 1 ,ta 1 ji o ->lh ande<t Ford-* to tz o possession of 
daroa ;ar , to cross th-s rivet ,vIi *> hi.s tiuo^i cnu tour 
field pieces to "c vaiuoooro, th s Dutch soil lucent. 

I hit oeir? cor.'' , Fordo cortiiuou h 1 3 wird. to 
Ci-.andr.a.^ar, t o prevent a Junction not voc n tne Dutch troocs 
on ro.n’d their ships and those at Chlnsurah. 

(1) Innes, p• 10. 

Cfi) Ha liftson, p. 116 . 

( 3 ) Innes, p 100-101. 

(4) Mr* lleson, p. 116. 
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Cr» th* '-'4th of Novr.;,.'er, occjreri a si ire nava 1 ©n~ate¬ 
nant do tv.-, or. t ho Dutch and finalist. fiends, in thu Ku.pl i, 

■cj wilier. Clive succeeded in de«troyinr the naval case of 
ths inveinr nr wj, vdiie it u- i u a r chin:. tv join the forces 
at Chin-uvah, who wore to effect a ’unction nnd sur:1^ the 
u ,ch needed arti 1] erj • 

To ao tl.ia , tre Dutch cou.t oncer at Ghfcos uvah, .-iet erdnou 
to attca.pt tocirlva the British under Colonel Fordo out of 
Chauc-.aior before tr.olr re1r.forcou.onts, .vnich hod left 
Calcutta, could arrive* 

Cn tne evening of th^ 23d of aovo;i.cei , the Dutch force 
left CMusvjvab, only 11 reea.i ios froi. Cmudnavor, and 
occ.tp iea a position of the Clt j of Cuuma'-ar, to 1 in dor 
the further progress of the British. (1) 

On the n.orr.ir.7 of tin 24th, Fordo i<%c his troops 
stalest the on-.tty, and though tha numbers onoaped wore about 
equal» the result was nev-tr in do ul t • For -jo drove tho 
Dutch i ro:„ t ei r position u-. to l ho v o Vj vails of Chursuva.h, 
and captures the four runs, which 7 . 0 me ha to ..••Bn of suoh 


Cl) Ienes, p* 10o* 


Digitized by Tooele 




Digitized by 



58 


vital importance to the main The same evening 

Captain Enok anivac with 229 men of the Bengal European 
Regiment bringing Force’s force up to 320 Europeans 
Infantry, 60 European Art! 1 lerfWBn, with four field pieces 
anu 000 Sepoys, togetler with the ?r.,all troup of Euwopaar 
VolunteorCavalry. The Uawab hac placed aoout one hunured 

!xr n -sen at Clivn*r , not to fight cut to spy. and wit! 

orders to allow t hv cattle to bn decided between the two 
armi* - -s and then to unite with the victors. 

Forde t'ow learned from prisoners he lad ta.:en, that 
th*» main D*tc*- army, under a French solder of fortune 
Colonel r.ou?s»l was expeotea to reach Chiusurch e^rij, the 
next morning. lie immediate 1 j sent to Ciive telling him 
that if te were emoove red to attack t he ar ij while on the 
way » he had a fair prospect of destroying the enemy. 

(1) This message war delivered to Clive .while re was 
playing cards. Without leaving the table, ho wrote on the 
cack of Forde’s letter - "Dear Fordo - F* 1 =»■ ht. t'-'m tcn.edlately 
1 .•■111 nrnn you the order in Council to-,.,or row." 


(1) Mall econ, p. 120. 
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' K «?n this r1 y reaohed Forde on the fuorr.inp of the 
25th, h<* litrdiately occupied a ;osJtion, which he had 

selected, with *rrat car* or> tb previous cc./. It v;us at 

tidorra, a^oct aidway betv/eor Chauoarna^ar ana Chtlsurah, 
a position vhiif) couuar.deo the road to the latter -lace. 

Cr tic ;.'ri tie 5 ri:!t ves the villa-* >f c i «..c: ra which 
Forco at once occupied: lr. Ms front was a oeep, oroad, 
irro Hilar eltot. ?e>onc this strrteh-d a treeless plain, 
ovoi* .vMoli the Dutch ara^ lac to -ass. (1) 

At 10 4. M., tho enemy .vas scon advancing across the 

plain. upon seeing seeing the foi^cs tne^ 

pr 1 seo raoidy on, bu aero soon c' -cl-ed by the hitherto 
unseen ditch., uch confusion oiisuce, as the u-on. 

Ignorant ol t .'*> ooslaci-.' ,:r_ssou on, and Fordo soir.ee the 
opportunity of pourinp in a heavy fire, ,,oth from the su.all 
arcs, mo fren, the artillery concealed In tie ;;rovo where 
his 11. ft r^s tt*b. 

For a store *!& the Dutch stooc their rrouno, out unucr 
th ? rde roT:s lire they (2) Tt - n Fordo hurioo his 


(1) M il Iiuor, 121. 

(2) Inno?, o. lfK_n, 
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cavalr., .-.gainst then., who si sod t>j ti.-.- .'uaj's cav..l ry» 

who had hitherto regained inactive, awaiting the outcome 
of the strur^le, coxpiat »d the defeat • No victor., was 
ever ^oie decisive, onl^ fourteen Dutchmen ever finding 
tteir way to Chius!wah* (1) 

Tue Dutch lost 120 Lu ropsaus ana 200 ..aijjs killed, and 
200 v.ouncea, with Colonel Roussel, H officer.?, 700 
Europeans, and 200 Malays re re u.ace prisoneis. 

The English loss ’.vac trifling, clue ii.air.lj to the 
jucicioui. cel otion of the field of cattle. (2) 

Il uc dio Fordo carry out perfect i rf ti c r.uliCj of 
Ciiv e. 2y rigor, decision and caring, a uangc-r gieatod 

than any which, since January 1757 r.ac: threa t -ned II.e British 
settlement In Bengal, } a-, beer, nrorthro.cn • 

The conspiracy ha*i aeon defer tod ny th* cal.:, decision 
of Clive, ana Oj the gallantry, skill and a* ring of Foroe 
and those under hi a. 

Three days alter th* cattle, .11 ran# the son and heir 


(1) bailoson, c• 121. 

(2) HINES, p. lbb. 
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of tie arrived at Furshedibad, 1 t.h a force but 

firming tie Dutch be? to*, *ottlr." would fatisfj hio., until 
tit-j ere e;:t r rt: it eci. 

r^a rlt re* h:r + hr> Dutch 1 "colored aid f ro iu 

their r.onnrrors, and Clive ordered Fordo to coauu all 
lostl 1111<.*3 Art nr ought about tor^s ocisn-'n the Dutch ana 
the fJn-*vb» c ot took = r e a t car® that no o *•;•<.> r tuni t.y shoulc 
ar 1 - e •lici’ would In fjt alio* t h° Dut c l a ctar.ce to 
a • a 1 n e po n t oa M 1111 e s • (1) 

but row ,3 far as action takes olao#* Force is cchpletelj 
lost S ! rr h * O f • 

In ftbe year which folio ed hie gallon t and daring 
victory over the Dutch, ho act sail for on Fob- 

rua Tj 5, 1760, In the Ca; u paij of Clive. 

l'he latter obtained for hio friend, ' > co: a.i '.oion 
In tr.c Company *s ar;i.j which .nan ooun ;ro-tired nix in 17bS, 
cut In so doing, arose tro great cuarrel with Sulivan in 
t h ■> I * d 1 a :iOi ,e e. This cnii e arout parti.) throvr-l Clive's 


( ) 


’ : a 1 1 ** e o n , o . 


122-124. 
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advocacy of Fordo for hibh allitary coiuand, as opposed 
to the Sul 11\an canal da to, Eyre Cooto* 

Ford* re.xalr.ed ter. poors In England, until 1769, 
whoa upon Clive's recocixfirMntlon ho v.a- appointed bp 
the stocbho icie rr of the Last. India Cou-pan^ to oe one of 
their si", oi visors who w^e to c** s nt to India (1) and 
Invented v.’i t.l all tv.~ powers .oh 1 oh the ooii.na.nj themselves 
If pr .ront in India v;ould possess* a power of superseding 
tha operations, ana suspending the- authority of the 
President and co-unci Is» of investigating every ••eoartiusnt 
of theservioc anc establishing sue! regulations as the lnter- 
os to of tin. company c.irht sc-a, to repul re. I't is scheme 
v.-as opposed o j ho i boons Ido rao le party, but it was finally 
doc Hod that the supervisors with, extraordinary go wots 
wor3 tV.a vor,v ro.-euy, which the xaladlos of the Indian 
government required. (2) 

.vith Fordo vere appointed a* supervisors Henry V*n- 
slttard, M. P. finally Clive's successor In the government 


(1) L'ict, hat. z: og. - S. V. Force. 

(2) Ibid, vo1• FIX, o. 427. 
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of B r. ~c 1 o:d Mr. IS- o Mcroflon. Ih sire t‘.cr s (■■ t sal 1 
t to Portsmouth In Oep+ % u.j?r « 17*.59 in the F ri r at .» 

"iiivon" . T'.f'j i touc' on at the (op? of Ocod Hope on 
♦ h v 97 of D-*c*»: L'-'r 17C9, ?r.d re vr r;; v*?r ' r --3n of a?.i tn. 

(1) 

Oi Cji.'H'ji F •• rc n , H-. 1 1 on, t: ; o re^o ,-.i • .»d a j thorite 
o” India- Military Hist or,, 3 Aust¬ 
in cnitc of Iv-1, hi ? rn:..e t an ?cso . roc 3 to this 
vero ration, art;. it -ill c.c; crr..,i to cos U rit> no the r.a,:.c 
oi o. ; root Hr: r ] i c*. :.ar, oi * r.e *rho noci j v^lol-' trie tenor 
of hir ( o 1 r} » ore Thn the aisols,* of a oalu. ani cool 
wur-a c ri •••'•« test no ter la I 1> ir la, Ito the iouauatior. of 
+ t e -lit is h E,i»pi re ir, Inal a. (?) 

A rr 1 Color.? i lores* t! e hlstorinr of the cor.r-al Fusil¬ 
iers cor:o ! v, ■r } i - account cf Fcrcc*r leatn of an.s v;ith these 
word!: . '"In 11-• :«r-al 2i:ro rear. Fc^i-ent Colon, i Horde's 
r^[,n v’ 3 ^ ? ho' -.r o' o 1 f? vsrd nr.c h i r is ev-*r v ?«1 d in 

loro, ~?nor ar:u rec-rct," (3) 

(1 ) ill 1 la, wl. HI, n . 498-199. 

(?) Mali coon, p. 107, 

(3) lnr.es, . 103, 
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c:.\P?’^ 1. 

F.V'ILi A’-:D E\KLY CIRYhR. 

Sir Georgs Pigot, governor of Madras, was born at 

1 . 

7/est/ninster or: the 4th of ''arch, 17X9. The family 
on his lather 1 s side claim to have numbered among their 
ancestors one of the knigh J 1. companions of 7<'illium the 
Conqueror, a certain Gilbert Plgott, who became the 
founder of the Piyott horse in Great Britain. A descen¬ 
dant of this’ Norman baron married the heiress of Chet- 
wynd Park in Shropshire, and the estate thus secured re¬ 
mained in the family for nore than three centuries. 

From the Pigotts of Ohetvyud, two families claimed des¬ 
cent, an English and an Irish branch, both of which 
bore the *Sr.nine, thr-e frails, sable*. To the English 
branch, Richard Pigot, the father of the subject of this 
sketch belonged. He marbled Prances Goode, a tire-wo¬ 
man of Quean Caroline and by her he had three sens and a 
daughter. 

It is curious to ob.orve that th^se three sons were 
all enlac'd in his I-ajeoty* s service. Hugh, the young¬ 
est* was in the navy end cor. 2 n--.nded t*e York at ♦he reduo- 
tionof Louisbrrj. He was also at Quebec in 1759 end 
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Digitized by 


Google 



2. 

succeeded Rodney as admiral, but his command wa3 une¬ 
ventful. 

The second son, Robert, had entered the army when 
quite young and served in the thirty-first regiment, whioh 
so gallantly distinguished itself at the battle of Pon- 

t?noy. He became brigadier-general during the War of 
American Independence. He fought at Lexington and after- 
w-.r’s at 3unker Hill, wh a r-> the bravery and firmness whioh 
h° manifested in his ooianand of the left wing of the 

a my, led to his promotion, and ho v/as made oolonel of 

1 . 

*he thirty-eighth regiment. In 1778 , :ho year in 

whioh he succeeded hit brother as second baronet of 

Patshull he v/as cOiavissionod liev.t snant-gona-al and 

held corattand in Rhode Island. 

Geor^,-.;, the eldest son of Richard Pigot, entered ths 

service of the East India Company at the a^e of eighteen 

2 ,. 

and began his career as a writer at Madras in 1737. 

He had arrived upon the theatre of action at a time when 
the French thro; gh the influence of able statesmen whom 
they had sent o/t to govern their possessions in Asia, 
were Just awakening to the importance of firmly establish¬ 
ing themselves in India. Pondicherry, the French capi¬ 
tal, became prosperous under the wise administration of 

1. Debratt, Vol.l, p T87. 

2• Prinsop, p XXVI. 
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Dumas and his successor Du.leix. Th^y ware men who 
thoroughly comprehended the .situation in India rxnd saw 
that it was only through 0 reut skill in dealin, -»ith 
the natives that France cc ld hope to gain the ascendancy 
over England. With consummate tact, they began to intrigue 
with the Indian prii ct.s about. them, and as a result war 
broke out in 1706 between the English and French for the 
control of the Carnatic. 

During the period of uisccuragentnt that followed 
the failure of the English to tear aid. to Muhariru.d All, 
the uui'ortvnate Ncivrab cf the Carnatic , to ••'horn + he 
French had set up a rival c .naida'e # 'tr. }- igot was act¬ 
ing as member of *he Council of Fort St. David. In the 

summer of 1761, he was called to play ;ui active part in 

1 . 

the war . A detachment of eighty Europeans and three 
hundred sepoys with a. larga convoy of stores arrived from 
England, which the Presidency of Fort. St. David determined 
to send to the relief of the forces at Trichinopoly• 

But the question arose as to who was to convey them thither. 
Every able officer v/a 3 employed in the field and there wa3 
no one in the garrison v.-ho was competent for the task. 

In his perplexity. Governor Saunders turned to Counoil 
and chose Lir. Pigot, who hvl the reputation of possess¬ 
ing great courage to conduct the recruits forward until 
they were outside of the enemy*s country. 

Clivo accompanied Pigot, and the detachment suoceed- 


1. Or.ne, Vol. 1, p 181 
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ed in surprising and dispersing the Poly?;ar , s forces and 
arrived safely at the confines of the country of Tanjore* 
from whence they proceeded to reinforce the battalion at 
Trichinopoly, whi' =* Fijot and Clive started tc return to 
Port St. David with a s .r 11 escort of t7/elvs sepoys and 
0.6 -any servants. They had not yor.e far, when ■‘■hey were 
nthieX^d by a p tr f .y of *ha Poly<jar*3 troops, nrrmd with 
rr.n , 'ch lochs, who killed s-'v-.-n of their non and dispersed 
the »*est. I* is onl. ‘’vo’-.’’*. th ft swift **033 of their 
horses that Pi^ot r,.' i Cliv-t succeed \%\ in esca’ irij from 
a body of cavalry, -..ho r ir 3 ’!,ai than. 
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CHAPTER 11. 


hr 8? G0v:::r:0R8nir or fort bt. george: defence of 

MADRAS. A -.l: M LALIV, 1750*0. 

Cn the 14oh of January 1755, Mr. Pigot succeeded 

Thenas daundars as governor and con.iander-in-chief of 

1 . 

Madras. his position was not an easy one, for it was 
during this period taut the French under Laldy were contin- 
uiu_ the ambitious schemas cf Dupleix to expel the Brit¬ 
ish fro.m the Coromandel Coast and eventually from all In¬ 
dia. In 1780, the Seven Years* *7ar broke oat in Europe, 
and the French w? *e thus L iv n a pretext for carrying 
o.n the strife within the boundaries of their Asiatic 
possessions. 

Lally, the n-',vl..-appoIntel governor-general of the 
French in India, arrived atpondicherry upon the 20th of 

O 

• 

April, 1780. F *o..i the morn.. : of his appearance upon 
the scene, the French cause was destined to ruin. 

Trained in che military tactics of Europe, he knew nothing 
of the strategic warfare of the East, :et with character¬ 
istic rashness, he plunged baldly into the campaign against 
the English. Upon>.the very eve of his arrival without 
nnv preparation or organisation, he oruered the troops. 


1. Prinsep, p XXX 

2. Hariont, p 75. 
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consisting of a few platoons of cavalry, seven hundred 

Europeans and th’-ee thousand sepoys to advance against 

1 . 

Port f ’t. David. The French had little difficult/ in 

reducing the fort, v.*hich rr.r, badly garrisoned by inconpo- 

tent soldiers, who fired av.-v ni :ht and day upon every- 

2 . 

‘hi'r that the- saw, h n ard or suspected. As a conse- 

q uence th° anmrniMo” of the English gave out, and upon 

the 2nd of Ju’-e *h*-/ w forced to surrender. 

Lall 1 2 3 ’ returned in triumph to Pondicherry and irrsnedi- 

atel net to work to carry into execution the plan that 

he had lor/ be n aimi-’g a*, tho reduction of Kaurns. The 

only obstacle in his •or/ \n s r, deficiency of funds. Now 

the French govern-'.?:'* had in its possession bond, which 

had been given to Ch rha Sahib by the Rajah of Tanjore, 

arc’. Lally ch termin^d *o e: force the pr./*r.?nh of it. He 

rrv.rchn. d with Ms troops in*o the cour.tr; of the Rajah, 

upon vhor.e refusal to comply with his demand, ho proceeded 

*e- rtt? ok T.-rjorr . Thr 71 /l. Is. however cane to the aid of 

the P.nf-ih at;d *>? p-^^nch j o^ood *o fall back to Pon- 

3. 

c’.iche-ry. tally’s n ’>:* expedition against Arcot 

nore successful rut did net improve tns state of his 
finances. He dnt-rmi"Od to wait no longer but- to undor- 
take*he siege of Madras at all events. He called a coun¬ 
cil and disclosed *o them his plans. There w-13 much 


1. Hamont, p 78. 

2 . 0me, Vol. 11, p 310. 

3. Vibart, Vox. 1, i 27. 
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opposition, but finally the natter was decided by Count 
D*Istaingi who deolared that It. v/as far nobler to die 

while fighting bravely beiore t.ha wall 3 of ifadras than to 

1 . 

perish miserably of hunger at Pondicherry. Lally 

pledged 1,400,000 liv^es to depay the expers-ir. of the 
expedition and D*Es#aing ;> coeeued in obtaining contri¬ 
bution to the amount cf ."4,000 rupees from among the 
officers* Although rapidi* - ; v.ms or e cf the essential 
conditions of the success of the o’ elation, tha French 
*r oofs were ordered to le,,in thoi" march toward Madras 
at a time, wnen the - roars h-re r-'n* o.-rd al-»o. * i:.passable 
by the periodic rlhs, 

Madras vr.-» s sit atari up on the scu iu.o consisted of 
two distinct settlements. The native population inhabited 
t v at portion of t K e city Kro m rs Black 'dorr, whose only 
fort if lent, lors w-to a ditch r^d disrmtlec wall. The 
engineers had accumulated their vro"ks aroi nd Stadras proper, 
where the European papula’ion resided. Fo>*t St. George 
v.'as situated in the center, cf a u i-ler area sur¬ 

rounded b?. r a bastlcnned inclosurs, la . ! .ff r the capture 

of the town by ^ Bourdonnais, 4 'ke fortifications had been 

2 * 

strengthened by a r.rt art in th«« for: of a horseshoe. 

When the nevrs of Lally* s cesiyi: r...ached Madras, the 

President George Pi go : and the Council immediately set to 
work to prepare for the defence cf the city. The gar¬ 
rison was commanded bi Colonel Strin er Lawrence, an 


1. Hanont , py 1 4, Lh 

2. Hamont, ppm, 147. 
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o' , ‘ f ’icer cf re at v.lor, to who® England owed nest of her 
brilliant vic*c f *les i:. la., in. ?h - nominal defence of the 
civ w *o c u‘ n.sted to Oovrnor Pi.^ot. He showed hiriself 
eqval ‘ o t .r- task c.:r; in ths subsequent siege distinguished 
hi-..-elf by the bravery and ability v/hich he manifested. 

Ht vi..it ni -he '..'C'V.s j . .ily and paid especial attention 
to the co.'*:’i 3 ; -iwS. He enoo.riped the garrison .r.u 

offers i ’o . ivi -J : fO, 000 ru.^ea nmon 3 then after tr.e 

1. 

a afeat 0 * r : of t os 9n?ny. 

7<it'0’?t -’a? vrillo of Port st. "eome, active p^3- 

o 

e 

p a * n' 1 0 :3 -s ri ! -j f o’- the threatened siege- The 

g v—130:1 at 1 alyat -.7 :r 1 . In Par tain. C.nlli- 

v.U 1 *3 a J ". :t ■ J fror. T-ishirr civ and tfc# Rajah of Tan- 
Jo*s vis a:' l fo- aif. At fir- 3 t f hfr iriace refused to 
giv-'* assist d .i 1 1 - as a pr't?xt the lo> o *hat he 

had exper-i' .0 d on ac :o. nt of toe ravages commit in 
his ta’-’-ltc -y ”y the Pr»nch, but i.; 1 ct-ify vcause he 

t • fo’-tu.” oh Vac English to be on the decline. 
Ftnall; r af •• " : i - 0 :.iising fou- hunti-au horse on condition 
that tar ir arm vo-o paid an •. hreading that pro.alse 
as so 'll ,.s :;?*■•; th.,h. its con^i^ion •m'S rble to be r.et, 

the Rajah vas fright-mod by c.-rt.iu rl:-ea*’s of the English 

that r tache-.. his ears and 0?*' ered + v 0 cavalry that had 

3. 

boon d-'-.a.: tc .a re a * cr.; Pert St. George. 

1. Vlbart, Vol. l,p 28. 

2. tfr-epherona, p 10E. 

3. Orrne, Vol. 11, p 440. 
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In the meantime on the 11th of Deoember, 1758, the 
French army had appeared in el-ht of Madras. It consist¬ 
ed of three thousand five hundred Europeans, two thous- 

1 . 

and sepoys and as many oavalry. To oppose this foroe, 

the English had an army of one thousand seven hundred 

fifty eight Europeans, two thousand two hundred sepoys 

and two hundred horse belonging to the Nawab, which un- 

2 . 

fortunately oould not be depended upon. Upon the ad¬ 
vance of the French, Lawrence, who had been stationed 
at J.'ount St. Thomas with a body of troops, was compelled 
to take refuge within the fort, and on the 14th of Decem¬ 
ber, Lally took possession of Black Town. 

When the French found themselves in the midst of 
an opulent and deserted town, they hastened to pillage 
it. Oolonel Lawrence resolved to take advantage of the 
disorder of the enemy*s troops and sent a detachment of 

six hundred men under Oolonel Draper to attack them. 

3 . » 

This sally was so quickly made that the French were 

completely surprised and mistook the oolumn of the English 

at first for a body of their own soldiers; but they 

soon discovered their mistake and rushed to arms. A 

severe oontest ensued in which Count D*Estalng was 

taken prisoner. The French were fast losing ground, when 

1. Hamont, p 145. 

3. Ylbart, Yol. 1, p27. 

3. Hamont, pp 148-151. 
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v/ as due. 

When the enemy began to erect works to tho south and 

west of the fort and it was seen that they Intended to 

fully invest the town, an attempt was made by the besieged 

to effect a Junction with Preston, who was stationed with 

a body of troops at Vendnlur, a few miles from Port St. 

1 . 

George. This plan failed. On account of the misoon- 
duet of his cavalry, Preston was unable to unite his 
troops with those of the gan»ison south of Madras* and 
was obliged to march to Arc it to secure a stronger force. 
Governor Pigot heard of this movement, but with his usual 
prudence, he kept the knowledge to himself In order that 
the soldiers might not be discouraged. 

The siege continued, but LaIIv’s position was beoom- 
ing mors and more untenable. T-taJor Calliaudhad taken 
oorwnand of the forces outside of Madras, which consisted 
of six hundred Huropeans, one thousand five hundred sepoys 
and two thousand native cavalry and employed them in cut¬ 
ting off the French supplies from Pondicherry and in ha¬ 
rassing the besiegers. It became necessary for Lally 
to make an attempt to dislodge these troublesome ene¬ 
mies, who were stationed at the Mount. Accordingly upon th? 
9th of February, a detachment of six hundred luropeans, 

four hundred horse and one thousand Mar&thas were sent a- 

2 . 

gainst them. The contest was maintained for twelve 


1. Vibart, Vol. l,p 33. 

2. Hamont, p 160. 
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Lally galloped upon the scene of battle and with a shout 
led hie man back Into the fray. But the Inglish grena¬ 
diers stood firm as a wall. Then Lally ordered the cav¬ 
alry to attack the enemy upon the flanks, while the 
strength of the battalions of India and Lorraine were 
hurled against the English center. The English were 
forced to yield and retreated, leaving two hundred men 
dead upon the field of battle. But a few days later the 
garrison was greatly encouraged by the news of Colonel 

Porde’s oomplete victory over the French In the Northern 

1 . 

Clrcars. 

Although Lally had not sufficient means with which 
to oarry on a siege, he constructed his batteries and 

2 . 

upon the 2nd of January 1759, the trenches were opened. 
After the fire from the French had continued for about a 
week the fortification of the town began to get serious¬ 
ly damaged and it became necessary to appoint a special 
body of skilled workmen from among the troops, whose duty 
It was to attsnd to the repair of the works. This fores 
of about fift. men was called the European Pioneer Company 
and was under the guldanoe of the chief-engineer. Captain 
Call to whom much of the suooese of the siege of Madras 

1. Vlbart, Vol. 1, p 29 . 

2. Por a more detailed account of the siege, soneult 
Hamont, pp 152-168; Vlbart, Vol. 1, pp30-40: 

Malleson. History of the French in India, pp 534-546. 
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hours but finally resulted In the retreat of the Prenoh 
from the field of battle, Just as the English ammunition 
▼as giving out. 

After Lall. had carried on the siege for about taro 
months he became anxious to storm the city, but his of¬ 
ficers refused to support him in this project. His sup¬ 
plies were getting low and his soldiers wore ready to 
revolt. Entire bands of deserters went over to the Eng¬ 
lish lines. There traitors mounted the ramparts of 
7'adras and cried to their comrades to follow their example 
and enter the service of England, in which the soldiers 

were well paid and the officers competent for their com- 

1 . 

mands. Lally saw that he must abandon the siege, but 

he determined to burn Black Town. He was prevented from 

gratifying his vengeance by the arrival of Admiral Po- 

oock with a fleet of six ships to aid the English. On 

the 17th of February, the French army was in full retreat 

toward Pondicherry. They had expended vast quantities of 

ammunition during the siege and had lost about fifteen 

2 . 

hundred Europeans. 

The loss of the English was six hundred and ten 

2 . 

Europeans and more than twice a3 many sepoys. The 
garrison had been shut up in the fort sixty-seven days 


1. Haraont, pp ISO, 161. 

2. Vibart, Vol. 1, p 39. 
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and the shells of the enemy had wrought havoo with the 
Company*s garden houses and the residences of the Euro¬ 
pean population. Governor Pigot ordered the chief-engi¬ 
neer Oaptain Call to go to work immediately to repair 
the fort, and he himself proceeded to evolve order out 
of the ruin that had attended the war and to restore 
Madras to its former state of peace and prosperity. 

Colonel Lawrence, who had been in charge of the 
forces, was compelled to resign on account- of ill-health, 
and Major Brereton was entrusted with the command of the 
army. He was eventually succeeded by Sir Eyre Coote who 
won a great victory over the French at «fandewash upon the 
2Pnd of January 17CO and forced them to take refuge within 
the walls of Pondicherry. Coote then proceeded to be¬ 
siege the city for the remainder of the year. Lally 

in his desperation tried to extricate himself by entering 

1 . 

into a treaty of alliance with Haidar All. This ad¬ 
venturer had effected a revolution in Mysore, which had 
placed him on the throne: and in order to fortify himself 
against future reverses, he wished to secure a plaoe of 
retreat. Lally promised him the Carnatic, if he would 
send a force to the relief of the French at Pondicherry. 
His assistance came too late. The inhabitants were re¬ 
duced to the verge of starvation and surrendered to Coote 

2 . 

upon the 16th of January 1761. 


1. Maopherson, p 109 

2. Ibid , p 110. 
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Pour days after the surrender a dispute arose au 
to the question Into whose hands the city should be de¬ 
livered. Ooote with the prinoipaloffleers of the army 
decided that it ought to be held for the disposal of 
the Crown. Governor Pigot, who had been at Pondicherry 
during the latter part of the siege, demanded that It be 

given over to him as the property of the East India 

1 . 

Company • Serious consequences might haV8 resulted 

if the military authorities had persisted in their deter¬ 
mination ; for Gov. Pigot with a daring 'which amounted 
almost to recklessness in the face of a large army and 
fleet, declared that he v/ould furnish no money to the 
troops or French r**lsoners unless his demand wn3 complied 
with. The army submitted and Pondicherry was handed over 
to him. 

The fall of this city ended a war, which had been 
carried on for fifteen years between the English and the 
French for the supremacy in India. During the first period 
of the war under the wise policy of Dupleix and Burry, 
the French had boon uniformly successful. But a fatal 
step was taken when the Court of Versailles recalled 
Dupleix, and with the succession of Lally the rapid decline 
of the Frenoh cause became inevitable. On the other 
hand the English had profited by the loss of Madras in 
1746; and when the town was restored to them by the Treaty 


1. Kill, edited by Wilson, Vol. Ill, p 253. 


Digitized by 


Google 



Digitized by 


Google 


14 


of Aix-La-Chapelle in 1748, they immediately set to work 
to strengthen its fortifications under the direction 
Of Captain Call, one of the sable st engineers of this 
period. Not only was the military situation improved, 
but a distinct advance was made in the civil administra¬ 
tion when the direction of affairs at'Madras passed 
from the hands of the worthy but inefficient y k r. Saun¬ 
ders into those of *?r. Piyot, under whose able -jove^nment 
the succes • of the English ams was ultimately established 
in India. 
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CHAPTER 111. 

ADMINISTRATION OF THE GOVERNMENT OF FORT ST. GEORGE FROM 

1760 to 1763. 

After the English had suoceeded In expelling the 
French from the Carnatio, they turned their attention to 
it 3 Internal affairs, which were in a deplorable con¬ 
dition on aooount of the ravages of the war and the weak 
rule of Muhammad All, who was Nawab at the tine. He had 
been of little assistance to the English during the late 
stniggle and his cavalry had failed them at the most 
erltical moments. Although he was entirely dependent 
upon the Presidency of Madras for support, yet he regarded 
himself as absolute In his dominions; and the English had 
done much to strengthen him in this view, for throughout 
the war they had repeatedly deolared that they were fight¬ 
ing solely In his Interest. 

On the ISth of June 1760, the Nawab wrote a letter 

to Governor Plgot, In which he made the following proposi- 

1 . 

tions to pay twenty-eight lakhs of rupees annually to 
the government of Madras, until the debt for whloh he had 
beoome responsible during the war should be discharged; to 
contribute yearly three lakhs of rupees toward the sup¬ 
port of the garrison at Trlehlnopoly. Should Pondi¬ 
cherry be reduoed, he would meet the whole debt within a 


1. Kacpherson, pp 114,115 
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year on condition that the English would oonsent to 
assist him with a force in subduing and exaotlng tribute 
from his rebellious subjeots. If any of the territory 
between the Vellore and the Tlnnevelly should be rawaged by 
the Frenoh or the Marathas, he would expect the Company 
to deduot the amount of loss t caused by such plundering 
from the twenty-eight lakhs of rupees. 

In return for his assistance, the English were to 
show by unmistakable signs their disapproval of any dis¬ 
turbance on the part of his tributaries, who were to be 

1 . 

informed of their present agreement by Governor Pigot. 

Id regard to his revenue, the Company's officers were to 
aid In the collection if necessary and were not to de¬ 
mand any share of the sums, which he received from the 
Polygars or county nobles and the Kllladars or governors 
of the forts. He further desired that his flag instead of 
that of the English should be hoisted In the different 
forts within his territories, and that the Company's of¬ 
ficers in the garrisons should reoelve orders, not to 
attempt to play any part in the internal government of the 
Carnatic nor in the disputes of its inhabitants. No per¬ 
sons, who held offices of trustbnder the Nawab, were to be 
taken,into the Company's service. He concluded hie 
letter by asking for a fresh pledge of the friendship of 


1. Macpherson, p 115 
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the English for himself and his children. 

The treasury of Madras had been exhausted by the 
long war that had been waged with the Prenoh and funds 
must be obtained from some souroe for the support of the 
government. Without entering into disousslon oonoernlng 
the conditions required by the Nawab, Governor Plgot 
assented to his proposal. 

In his answer to Muhammad All, he promised not to 
give protection to anyone opposed to the Interests of the 
Carnatic and to send letters to the various dependants 
o f the Nawab to Inform them of the arrangements which had 
been ooneluded between the English and their ally. He ex¬ 
pressed his satisfaction with the terms of the agreement 
in the following words addressed to the Nawab: * 1 have 
entire confidence in your sincerity, and 1 am fully per¬ 
suaded that the sum, which you have proposed to assign to 

the Company, is as great as your present circumstances 

1 . 

will allow.• Yet in spite of this declaration, the 
need of funds beoame so urgent at Madras that within a few 
months the President and Council called for fifty lakhs of 
rupees instead of the sum specified in the agreement. 

In vain, the Nawab pleaded that he was unable to meet the 
demand made upon him. The English pressed him for its 

2 . 

payment and he was forced to raise the money by loans. 

1. Mr. Pigot's Letter to the Nawab, June 23, 1760. Origi¬ 
nal Papers, pp 44-48. 

2. llaopherson, p 116. 
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After the French surrendered to the English at 
Pondieherry, the expenses of the siege devolved upon the 
Nawab* who had agreed to take the responsibility of pay¬ 
ing them upon condition that he might receive the stores 
found in the city. The event had a different issue from 
what he had expected. When Fonaloherry vas captured* the 
English appropriated the stores for themselves but 
promised to make a deduction for them in the Nawab'a 
account, Vhen the Company heard of this promise* they were 

displeased and refused to allow Muhammad All anything* al- 

1 . 

though they permitted their servants to retain the stores. 

Many of those, whom the Nawab claimed as his tributar¬ 
ies* had taken advantage of the recent troubles in the Car- 
natio and had gone over to the side of the enemy or re¬ 
fused to pay their tribute v tfuharamed All resolved to 
bring these rebellious subjeots to Justice and determined 
to undertake an expedition against them. The most Im¬ 
portant of these were the Palygars on the north and the 
Marawars on the south, which with Tanjore were separate 
principalities and were in no way pleased to regard 
themselves as under the permanent subjection, of the 
Kawab. They had never been made a part of the Mughal 

Empire and paid trlb te only when they were forced to do 

2 . 

so by the strength of their more powerful neighbors* 

1. Sir John Lindsay's Narrative* Oct. 13* 1770, Secretary 
of State's Office*- quoted by Maopherson* p 116. 

2. Auber* Vol. 1* p 318. 
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r 

Muhammed All realized that his resources were too 

slender and his army too weak to subdue his enemies without 

assistance from some source. He turned to hie allies at 

Madras and besought their aid.The English had engaged in 

war for fifteen years and felt that a period of peace 

was necessary to reoover their former prosperity. Therefore 

the Counoll decided not to aid In the Nawab*s expedition, 

but in order to pacify him they directed Governor Plgot 

to write a circular letter to the dependants of the Oarnatlo, 

1 . 

ordering them to submit to the authority of Muhammad Ali. 

The latter was written and In the month of July 1760, Ocv- 

ernor Plgot wrote to the Nawab*s wife, expressing the 

sentiments of the English to her In the following words: 

"By tho blessing of God, the whole Oarnatlo Is entirely 

and firmly established In the Nabob and his posterity. 

As long as the English settlements remain In Hlndostan, 

the Company*s people are diligently to use their endeavors 

in promoting and assisting the affairs of the Oarnatlo in 

its obedience to the Nabob." 

It was not until the summer of 1761 upon the renewal 

of the demands of Muhammad All that the English oonsented 

3 . 

to give him any direct aid. At this time he contem¬ 
plated an expedition against Mort&z All, who was in 
possession of the strong fortress of Vellore and ha d 

^Governor Plgot*s General Letter, quoted by Maopherson, pll8. 
2. Mr. Plgot*s Letter to the Nawab*s Wife, dated July 1,1760, 
Original Papers, pp 50, 51. 

S. Maopherson, p 119. 
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refused to pay tribute. The reduction of Vellore ■was 

undertaken by the Joint forces of the English and the 

Nawab, but It was no easy task* "ortaz-All successfully 

resisted their attempts to oapture the fortress for three 

months and surrendered only after the conquest hadoost 

1 . 

the English a vast amount of labor and money* 

In the month of August 1761, Muhammad Ml again 
asked for the assistance of the English against the Rajah 
of TanJore, who It was claimed had availed himself of the 
late troubles In the Carnatlo to evade the payment of his 
tribute ana had aldod the Nav/ab only once during the war 
at the siege of Trlohlnoioly, when he was Induced to do 

so by a promise of some exemption in the arrears of the 

2 . 

8urn which he owed to Muhammad All* 

Tanjore was a rloh country, which had not been 
devastated by the ravages of foreign armies, and Muhammad 
All had already conceived the project of adding It to hie 
dominions* This design was the keynote of his future polio: 
and influenced It In great measure* Mr. Pigot did not eare 
to repeat the experiment of Vellore and moreover saw that 
it was not to the interest of the English to allow the 
Nawab to beoome too powerful on the Coromandel Coast. 

He refused to aid Muhammad All in the oonquest of Tanjore 
and recommended a peaceable settlement of the difficulties 


1. Macpherson, p 119 

2. Ibid, pp 119,120. 
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between the Naw&b and the Rajah. He offered hie servioss as 
mediator, and for this action Mr. Pigot hae been censured. 

It has been claimed that a subject of the Mughal Empire 
had no right to act as mediator in disputes* that were be¬ 
tween states* or.e of whleh was dependent upon the ether. 

Mr. Pl L ot did not regard the Rajah as merely the subordinate 
agent of the Nawab and gave his view of the ease In a 
letter addressed to Muhammad All* May 31* 1762. He eays: 

■ I consider the king of Tanjore as a sovereign prince* and 
it is a custom when two states disagree to oall In a 

third to Judge between them. I offer myself as such and 

1 . 

therefore the treaty must be oonoludod by me.* 
vithout further discussion, Governor Pigot sent Mr. Du Pre 
as agent to Tanjore to give both parties a hearing and to 
bring their affairs to a peaceable settlement. He found 
that Pratapa Sinha, who was Rajah at this time* had failed 
to pay the tribute to Muhammad All for many years; but om 
the other hand a deduction for the amount due on ten of those 
years had been promised by the Hawab upon condition that 
the Rajah would give his assistance during the lats war* 

a. 

which Muhammaa All claimed that he had never heartily done. 

A treaty was dictated by Mr. Pigot* whioh was signed 

3. 

upon the 20th of September 1762. Its terms were as follows: 
the Kawab was to receive from the Rajah as arrears of trl- 

1. Mr. Plgot*8 latter to the Hawab* May 51* 1762, quoted 

by Macpherson, p 124. 

2. Macpherson* y 12b. 

3. Aitchison, Vol. V, pp 367-9. 
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bute twenty-two lakh ^pf rupees, which were to be paid in 

five installments: also four lakhs annually in the month 

of July as Peshkush and Durbar charges. In addition to 

these sums, the Rajah agreed to give five lakhs as a 

present but desired that one of these lakhs should be 

deducted'for his officers. By the terms of this treaty, 

P^atapa Sinha was to have the districts of Kolladl and 

Slang id ceded to him, and his protege, Trimul Rdoi *ho had 

been deprived of his position as Kllladar of Aral, was to 

be restored. The President and Counoil made themselves 

guarantors of the treaty and presented it to the Nawab for 

his signature. He was highly dissatisfied with its terms. 

It I 3 said that he refused to subscribe to them, and that 

r. Pigot was ODliged to seise his seal, and apply it with 
1 . 

his own hands. 

However the case may be, the President and Council 

fully realised that the term of the Treaty were inadequate 

to the claims of the Nawab, but they gave good and valid 

reasons for enforcing them upon him in their letter te 

the Court of Directors, dated November 9, 1762, in which 

they showed the expediency of preserving the peace in the 

2 . 

Carnatic. They said that the English at Madras were net 


1. Stated on the authority of the Nawab*s letter to Mr. Palk 
Oct. 8, 1776j Maopherson says that General Lawrence, Mr. 
Bouchier andparticularly Colonel Call and M r. Palk were ei- 
* her present at the transaction or were convinced of the 
truth of it from the incontestible information, given by 
others as well as the Nawab. 

3. Letter from the President and Council of Madras to the 
Court of Directors, Nov. 9, 1762,-quoted by Maopherson,p 128 
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in possession either of a strong enough fores nor suf¬ 
ficient funds to join in an expedition of the Rawab against 
the Rajah; and moreover* their rupture with a prince as 
powerful as Prntapa Siuha might result uisact' ously and 
involve them in a war with other Indian princes. As to 
the d in satisfaction of the Rawab, it was unreasonable since 
he would have received nothing without their intervention. 

The Treaty on the whole was a wise measure and was enaoted 
with the best of motives. 

After thisaffairs went more sraoothly for a time. 

The Nav/ab handed over to tho Company the twenty-two lakhs of 
rupees paid him by the Rajah, and credit was given for them 
in his account. 

In 17f»3, the great European confliot, known in history 

as tho Seven Years* War, was brought to a close by tho 

signature of the Treaty of Paris, in the eleventh article 

1 . 

o f which, tho Indian question was definitely settled. Crea 1 
Britain was to restore to Prance the vario;s factories in 
India, possessed by the Preach at the beginning of the year 
1743. Francs renounced all claims to the cbnquests, which 
she had made during the war on the Coromandel Coast and in 
Orissa, and agreed neither to quarter troops nor to ereot 
fortifications within the province of Bengal. Muhammad All 
was acknowledged by both the English and the French as the 
lawful ruler of the Carnatic. He was the first Indian chief* 

1. Martens, Vol. 1, pp 112, 113. 
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who had boon mentioned as an ally In a European treaty 
with the oxooption of the Nizam, who was mentioned In the 
same article, and he was not Immediately Informed of the 
new dignity, which had been conferred uron him, because 
the English feared that it might jive him an undue sense 
of his authority. 

Before returning to England, Governor Pigot was 
anxious that the Navab should make a grant of lands to 
the Company, from whioh they could collect the revenues, 
Muhammad All tried to evade this demand and pleaded as an 
excuse the burden of debt whioh he sustained. The Gover¬ 
nor answered that on account of the weakness of the Naw&b, 
the defence of the Carnatic must fall upon the English, who 
were not able to defend it without an anay: and In order 
to sustain an army, revenue was necessary. At first Mr, 

Pijot asked for a grant of certain villajea around Madras, 
to be jiven only after the Nawab's debt to the Company was 
discharged. But at a later interview, he urjed Muhammad 

All to jive four districts to the Company, among them 

1 . 

Conjaveram. The Nawab objected to thl3 Increased demand, 
but Mr, Pigot assured him that if he ‘would make the grant 

/ 

of territory, the Company would ask nothing more from hlm^, 
and would assist him if necessary with a proper force of 
Europeans^ also, until his debts ware discharged, he 
should reeeive the revenue from the ceded lands, whioh re- 

1, iVaopherson, p 1E5. 
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1 . 

ra&ined the soldiers wore paid for their services. 

Muhammad Alt wished to secure a vritten promlso that 
th^se conditions wo,Id bo fulfilled and sent a draught of 
the -groement to *ttd**as to bo siji-um. Bigot refused 

+ o siit and r«*' roeo i> v;irh u l:tu*>r, in which he remind¬ 
ed the Navab of his obligations to the English and that 

2 . 

it ill be cane him 4 o dictate terms to the Company. 

The districts v;ere ^ranted with the privilege reserved to 
'.Lhanv.iad All of ranting them in order to preserve appear¬ 
ances with his subjjcts. 

In October 1763, t’r, Pigot resigned his office and 
returned to England. Kis career in India had reflected 
honor upon himself and the Company. He had filled the posi¬ 
tion of governor of Madras at a most critical period in the 
history of the English on the Coromandel Coast, and by hie 
brave defence of Fort ST. George, had given an effectual 
check to the schemes of the French in India. In his 
civil administration, ho head pursued a wise polioy . After 
the v/ar between the English and the French had terminated , 
he had sought to restore Madras to its former prosperity. 

He understood that a period of peace was necessary for its 
material developement, ana v/ith the exception of the con¬ 
quest of Vellore, he refused to embark in the Nawab*s 
schemes for war. B. the Treaty of 1762, he established 
peace in the Carnati c ana thwarted for a period of several 


1 . 

hi 

o 


Foun’s .Appendix, p 161 is authority given by Macpherson fo 

c stat.-iuont in regard to the matter. 


Fr. Pigot's Letter to the Nawab, Ag.13,1763,quoted by Mil 
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years Muhammad All*3 project under his rule, which the Com¬ 
pany believed would give him too much power and would 
be detrimental to their beat interests. He improved the 
financial condition of the Oo-rp.-it Madras by obtaining 
o grant of lands from the Uu’./ab, which would yield a good 
revenue and enable the English to maintain an army for 
their defence. Although his measures in regard to Mu- 
huiTuud Ali have been censurea, they appear to have been 
dictated by a sincere desire to advance the Company’s 
interests on the Coro man del Coast, fie parted with the 

N.vvab on terms of aiiarent friendship and received from 

1 . 

him a princely memorial of his regard. In short his private 
character and successful administration of the government 
of V/idi-as bad v.cn £or him universal respect and esteem. 


1. Considerations, p 0. 
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CHAPTKP IV. 

LIFE IN ENGLAND FROM 1763 TO 1775. 


Tov; ni th‘. clone of the ; c;t 1763, Mr. PUgot found 
himself again upon the shores of his native land. 

The fume of his gallant defence of Madras had preceded 
him, ana upon his return he received many tokens of pub¬ 
lic favor. His fert ne, which had been amassed by lending 
money at a hi^h rate of interest to the Navab of the Car¬ 
natic and the chiefs and managers of the provinces, was 

1 . 

estimated at t!00,000 and gave him considerable influence 
in England. On the 5th of Dec< tnber 1764, he was created 
u baronet v'i + h remainder to his brothers Robert and Hugh 

f-, 

• 

and their male issue. A little later on the 15th of Jan¬ 
uary 17G5, he v.as elected to the House of Commons as 

member for Vailingfora in Berkshire to fill a vacanc;, 

3. 

which had been caused by the death of John Hervey. One 
honor followed closely upon another, anci January 18, 1766 
he w k s raised to the dignity of an Irish peer. He was made 

Baron Pigot of Patshull, a very rich estate , for which ha 

4 . 

is said to have paid i.100,000, At the general election 


the authori*.y given for this statement, by 


11,p 251. This manner of procuring wealth 


1. hr. hat's i: 

Malcolm, Vol, 

was net considered diocreuicable at the time that Lord. 

Pigot was in India, although it was afterwards shown to be a 
source of ^rc.ut injury the Company's inaer-sts. 

2. Foster, p 500. ( p,123. 

5. Official Return of Lists of Members of Parliament ,pt.ll, 
4. Die. Nat. Biog.Vol.X LV, p 260. 
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of 1766, he transferred his seat In the House of Commons 

for Wallingftrd to his brother Robert and was returned 

1 . 

himself for Bridgnorth in Shropshire* for which borough 
he continued to sit until Ms death, .vhm his brother Hugh 
was elected to fill hie pl-ce. Upon the ?d of July 1769, 
he had the honorary title of Doctor of Civil Law conferred 
upon him by the I'niverslt'' of Cambridge. 

After x,ord Plgot had been in England for twelve years, 
he manifested a desire + o return to India. During the 
latter part of hie first governorship of Kadras, his at¬ 
tention had been almost wholly engrossed by difficulties 
in regard to the internal government of the Carnatic and 
the relations existing between the Nawab and other native 

princes, particularly the Rajah of Tanjore. An attempt 

u 

had been made to settle these troublesome questions both in 
the favorite measure of Vfr. Pilot’s administration, the 
Treaty of 1762 and in the eleventhkrticle of the Treaty 
of Paris, but an effectual solution of these troubles seemed 
impossible under the existing form of government in the 
Carnatic. At Calcutta, the President and Council had taken 
upon themselves th* financial administration of the terri¬ 
tories of the natives in Bengal, at the same time guaran- 

O 

. » • 

teeing to protect them from foreign invasion. But at 
Madras the English possessed only a small district of land 
which ♦‘hey held under what is called a jaghire tenure In 


1 . 

2 . 
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India. Over the greater p.*rt of the Carnatic f th**; had 
always professed to acknowledge the undisputed sway of 

1 . 

t!uhannad All* both in the civil and financial administrations. 
This involved cor.*, im ..1 diffic 5 1' i*s on ‘lie p-.*rt cf the 
English, for the Ilavnb wu.s a ''ttl j rince ana wos unable 
tr protect Ms domin iens from his enemies* and the Gov¬ 
ernment of Vuarus graduall;, assumed the military defence 
of the Carnatic. In a letter frora the Court of Directors 
to the Council in ivr>5, the: were urged. to keep the prin¬ 
ciple forts of .Huka.:i.aad Ali in their h^nds; however 

n 

• 

strenuous his objections might be. In order to support an 
army for the defence of the country, revenue was necessary, 
b t the NawaO was a poor administrator ana hua constant re¬ 
course to a system of loans, which soon proved destruc¬ 
tive to the highest interests cf the Company on the Cor- 
o.a.r.dol Coast. 

xhe complication uf affairs was increased by a war 
waged between the English at Madras and Haicsr Ali, the rul¬ 
er of Mysore. After hostilities hud continued for about 
three years, a treaty was finally concluded in 176^, which 
was not highly creditable to the English; for Haidar 
Ali was allowed to retain all of his conquests, and a com¬ 
pact was made that in case either of the contracting parties 
should be attacked, tho other should come forward with 


1. Maui hirsoU, p 1M. 

2. Letter from tho Directors to the Presidency of Madras, 

Uu y * ■ n u e >j *. ij z , 17 quo ted b ^ i»*i nl . 
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a S3istr.nce. 

In jiiLy 1770 another difficulty was added to the 
situation at !'ad"-'rs, by the arrival of Sir John Linds 4y» 
•••ho had boon sent out to In^'.a ns *- T inist»r Plpn ipot n ntiar 
cf the Crown to look after the execution cf the eleventh 

O 

< ' • 

n’-ticl 0 of the Treaty cf P^rls. This n®>’swr’ had 
beer taker, without the knorledge of the Company and ".7a3 
to be rreductive of much treble in the Carnatic. Sir 
John Lindsay boyar his unwise policy nt Madras by order¬ 
ing the President and. Condi to apnea- In his train, 
when he went to deliver the Kill’s presets to the v a- 
rrb. They refused to comply with his demand for the 
reason that it would degrade ‘"hrm in the e es of the 
natives and lessen their pew-?** in the Carnatic. 

Muharumnd All was not slow to perceive the growing 
enaity between the English w inistar and the Company’s 
servants, and he resolved to take .advantage of it. He 

poured forth accusations of corruption and injustice 

3. 

against the Presldeu*" erd Council of Madras. Letters 
were •■/rittpn to England, which wa-e filled with invec¬ 
tives against the alleged oppressors. oir John 
Lindsay lent a ~ead"' ear to all of his complaints, and 
by constantly emphasizing the importance of his position 
as defined by the eleventh article of the Treaty of 
Pari3, succeeded in inspiring him with an undue sense 

1. •'•.11-so'i, Lif ox tfarr.-n Hastings, p 07. 

H. Hacpherson, p 171. 

3. Ibid, p 174. 
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of his power and authority. The influence of hie 
English creditors tended in the s^me direction, for it 
was to their interest that he should be all powerful, and 
•Yarren hastin^s, ‘•lio was sterna in tne Council of Madras 
lor a ti.uO, &uia bhnt t he facilitating of the iuyrcenfc 
of his ueots was often uru.od bv him as a;, inducement for 

the board amon*' whom he hau many creditors, to consent 

2 . 

to bis demands. 

From time to time Mi ha/jrnad All sought to involve the 
Government of Madras in war. In 1770, the harathas in¬ 
vade a the country of Haidar 41i and endeavored to use 

their influence with the Nawab to secure the assistance 

6 . and Council 

of the English. The President/of Madras refused to 
aid them, for by the terms of the treaty of 1769, they 
had no ri^ht to do so. Sir John Lindsay uryea Muhammad 
All to persist in his demands for an alliance between the 
English and the Marathas, and the results might have been 
fatal to the interests of the settlement if the Minister 
of the Crown had not been fortunately recalled at this 

time, he was succeeded by Sir Robert Karland, who did 

4. 

not arrive in India until September 1771. 

A few months previous to his arrival, the Rajah of 


1. Warren Hastings's Letter to Lawrence Sulivan, dated 
February 10,1772,- quoted by Glely, Vol.l, }pl81,182. 

2. Looter of ’Varren Hastings to Sir 0. Colebrooke, dated 
February 15, 1772, - quoted by Gleig, Vol. 1, p 193. 

’. An be r, Vol. 1, #->90. 

4Ibid, Vol. 1, p 308. 
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Tanjore had undertaken an expedition against the .’V.rawars, 

under the pretext that certain districts which belonged 

1. 

to him, had been seized by their chief. The Navab 
resisted the od e In of the and declared that he had 

no "i.jht to mak ) \r-.r •>; on a tributary to th.* government 
of the Carnetic. Thu President and Council of .'Aidras 
asked to lend t.nc.l" assistance in an attack upon 
the n aj.m. '.’hoy w.-.m placed in a difficult position. 

The H?.--;ab vats their acknowledged ally, yet as far a3 hi3 
claims and those of the P.tj-ah uion the h'aravur country 

concerned, they umiors 4 ood that it was largoly a question 
of power, whicn v.a > the only arbiter of right in India. 

Even If the vilirtity of "up arm. d Ali*s claims was recognized, 
tV delect Commit toe of It.xlras declared themselves unwilling 
to assist in subverting any established government in India 
wi 4 -;-. 'du.n .1 the Co mi any v.e v *e in any way connected. They re¬ 
al lz *z o it vc'*Id le B.xi unvise stroke of policy to 

allow l?i* her raid All to gain possession of the country of 

o 

*-• • 

Tanjore. 

%T avf rt he less they left the Nawab, who was the bitter 
enercy of the Fajah, to negotiate with him, ana the final 
outcome was an expedition against Tanjore in which !.iu- 

ha:Tnad Ali was aided by the English. The place was be¬ 

sieged in Septsmbsr but a sudden peace was concluded on the 

1 . Vx: cp h' rsC'l , :: 1 ?t . 

2. Aube'-, Vol. 1, p 521. 

5. Considerations •» P 23. 
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2 7th of Octcbor ’ootwasn the Rajah and the Titwab, in which 
the Company had no part. A few months later thro gh the 
help cf tha English, ’.ti hammed All was placed in the undis- 

l I'ted possession .*.f th» Xnr&wnr country. 

On *• ;e 2nd of F^br ary 1773, Vr. V.-nch succe a d“d 

1 . 

to the gevo r v.orship of T/ad^as, and t*nd°r his ad¬ 
min is t'-at ion, tho tin?nb si cooed*a in carrying out his 
long-i rojeoted scheme of conquering Tanjore. The r.sw 
governor had no sdonor resumed office than complaints were 
brought to him that the Taj ah v.a* intrigi ir.g with the 
harathas ana Haidar Ali against the N^v/ab. That there was 
seme encase for this action on his part, the Government 
of Madras acknowledged, for there was no coubt but that 
ho hud cause to be apprehensive of the designs of TTu- 
hnmnad Ali i pon Lis territories. Yet the President and 
Council, alleging as one of the irime motives of their 
action, the fact that it was aangerous to have a power 
in league with their energies fully established ir the 
Carnatic, determined to begin hostilities ag.*irn-t the. F.ujah. 
In August 1775, Tohjore was besiegeo l; a combined force 

of the English and Mav;ub*s troops and was forced to si rren- 

*--> • 

tier cn the 17th of Cor -Venter . Tha Raj h and his 

family were taken prisone-s by Muhammad Ali into whose 
hands the dominions of Tanjore were tronsfer'-r.d* 

1 . Prin.au p XXX. 

2. For a detailed account of the expedition against the 

Hf.j.ni, cf il.Oi worsen, pp 2ii;J-C• 
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luring the period of these transactions, no in¬ 
structions had been sent by the Ccmi any to thoir servants 
at Madras and their silence has been interpreted as giving 

their consent to the measures of the President and 

1 . 

Council. lue failure of the Court of Directors to 
intervene in India d ring this period has Lear* attributed 
'.o the fact that questions cf momentous importance wore 
engrossing their attention at home, which resulted in a 

complete change of their constitution in the Regulating Act 

? . 

of 1773. JVat as soon as there matters were adjusted, 
the: turned their attention to the Tanjore question, and 
early in the spring of 1775 they made their report upon 
the same. 

They determined to remove Mr. Wynch and began to 

look for some one to fill his place. The Court of Di¬ 
rectors by a small majority declared for Mr. Rumbold, but 

their deotsion was reversed b. the Court of Proprietors 

3. 

who chose Lord Pigot, Macpherson says that the resolution 
relative to the restoration of the Rajah cf Tanjore orig¬ 
inated in the appointment of Lord Pigot to the governor- 

4. 

ship of Madras; that the oraers, in regard to the po licy 
to be pursued toward the Na'.’ab and the Rajah, were penned 
vrher his inspection, and that they laid upon the table 
for several da,, s before tha proper number of sjLgna tures 

1. y«cphrr*.^on, pp 221-231. 

2. "Tnw Restoration of ag King of T;*nj ore", considered in 
reply to the "Statement of Pacts", quoted by Mr. Mill, IV, pH 

3. '/aophersoa, P 255—*. 

4. Ibid, p 262. 


Digitized by Tooele 



Digitized by 



could be obtained; and that only when Lord Fi^ot threatened 


to rasi-;:i vote t!ie n runes nec-seary for their ratification 

1 . 

o btairsd upon the lath of April 1775. 

TV f.'tovj <-.t i Vr-dl. fair, f <: *• a ^reat 

bo: 1 ;- of ♦ - ~ DVeo'-ors had 'received th-.t it ’?aj to their 
inter'st to \i:.tain a ch e balance bet-m the rival 
po.'riro of the Ha.ub .».:i the 7u jah and had mar. if.-sted th#ir 
dioJiiroval of the recent p. roceediiit-s of their servants 
at y.adrr.3 by the dismissal of 3ov-:rnor nch and the 
r-.p ri..v.ndin v ; uf his Council. Tnut Lord Fi^ot, v/js in favor 
of strong measures for tne restoration of the .Taj ah. and 
th'.t he used Lis influence to t.aat end, thore can be 
little, aoubt: for the favorite act of his former administra¬ 
tion at Madras had been the Treaty of 17 f>C, rnich was 
declared isolated bt the recent dispossessing of the 
Rojc.h of his powers* Without rssitjniny his seat in Par¬ 
liament and with the evil-nt intention of returning to 
England as soon as ha had ejected. the orders of the 
Co.np any in regard to ‘he restoration of the 7a jar. of Tanjore, 
Lord Pi u ot 3ailed for India. 


1. ybiopherson, pp 2G8-9. 
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8n0VF»N0R"-HIP O^FORT ST, GEORGE, 1775-6. 

Atpr TFA^K. 

T.nrd Pi-ot arrived at Madras upon the llth of De- 

■z-: \ r -r 1775 and i <1 lately resumed hie dut ies as gov- 
1. 

vno”. He had a difficult task before hir.: but his 
kicvl-d^, 1 - of affairs 'a ’V^.s, his reputation for undaunt- 
Ou oon.ra.je ivd u r. :o**rui tod integrity and "he great in- 
:’!■ ■•■nab, which his fortune and connections had given hla 
vi:hi Vii Oo:iiai’, .v e-iDd to na^k hir, as th a non eminently 
fit,3.i for fin role, ho was called upon to flay. He 
tjrasa his attvn ion at ones to the execution of the or¬ 
ders of the Directors for th® restoration of the Rajah of 
fanjor: :o the territories of which he had been dis- 
i os.cssed. The Council advised that as much tact and dell- 
c..cy as possible be emrlced in communicating the in¬ 
structions of the Co.ciur.y tc the N*wab of the Carnatic, in 
orutr that he might s”b:nit without struggle to the will of 
the directors, tp.a*- +>> P territortes, which he had seized, 
to traiisferred fro.i his hsnds to those of *-heir lawful owner. 

f fhu” £ v.’c.r, i:o < vr.n resistance at, firs~ on the part of 
hvh.i iiau Ali. TThor. Lord Pi ;ct informed him that it 
./as .a- pieus'-r■ of the Conran;* that he should restore 

1. Pr In sen, r. XXX. 

3. Iriul, f ,'0'... 
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Tanjore to the Pejih, ho ev.yye3t9d that cn /: secant of the 
TV' r >y -roiindlnss report*:, vhich hod reach'd tho e \rs of 
the Directors in England, it •.vould b3 veil to wait until 
a nor* thorough ".ndo’-iti. of +:• j e;\:/ to -arrived at 
and frewh or^n ’*vj- , lv-?d. In th* a v ->n r i ^o, he 

would cone out, to r->oi>iv“ ;■ English yc'-le-on into the 
fo~t of Tan Jo»*e # Loci Pi "■*- xnrrr ;red th.it tho cnoo would 
admit of no del ay, ^nd on y> the h*h of Febriary, 177% the 

Conpsn' r, s t. v *o on j f ■> oh ' *s :#>■•■ 3 ion of T.-.njcre, and th? 

1. 

r t- jnh 'v'.r r. *t rt 1 i' . 

It "Tr. 0 ;•» t :!' i r;;.r.i7 to } lacf ; him in possession of the 

revenues of the country, -vhich consisted rf the jrain 

p* rowing upon the 1 an 1. 0" ae Min* of the advanced so a 3 or* 

of the year, the oro} wan about ready to b° h-.rv-'cfcd, end 

prompt action ran dan.-md- d ir> order to prevent tii- K xwnb 

from r^piny <h* benefits of it u'd thus svbctauti,ally re- 

ralrl.r.r in poo no on ion of the revs, rives of Tr.n jom for the 

current year. Accordingly, it tr?..- resolved h; ' I e Co' veil 

that Lord Piyot rhould proceed to Tanjore to ' .tdo"p 

the hajeh to the full -nd ur.interrupted possession of his 

' > 

• 

country* the crop> ret r.dni* tiny of further dfl.-„y. 
Accompanied by two ».embers of the Coin oil, hr. Jo 11 r 0 : 2.0 
end Mr, Dalrymple, Lo>'d Piyot sot ci.a to fulfil the orders 
of the Company, end ’ pon th* 11th of ril, thru 3 da. s 

1. ’’’rial, a 1070. 

2 . Ibid, r, 1071 . 
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. O J» r> V, OiiV# 

a Co IV. 


* •• . j... o~. io :s vhic’u - joirj on, yet nil t1.;a ha was 

1’. -l._.-I . w b; m.ni.s of letters and other devices to en¬ 

list tv ey:;:; at'lies of influential indiviauuls in the Con- 
]. .y*s n-) -vie > on hie aide. The tenns which Lord PijOt 
s out\ d i on the ?.:.jah, v„rc» advantay o-s to the 
E.i. lish. T'ua RaJ.h i r on iced to contribute fourteen lakhs 
©/. r pt.-es ..nnually for the ..mint inauce of the Conpan/’s 

1 . 

t "O'jp :i, H.L *>•> •• ti'uOt Of ltl.’iu about the fort uf Devi-kota. 

Lord Mjot r«turned to the Council and placed bofore 
tnan a jo rnal of hie proceediujs at Tanjoro, which vras 

n 

'*■ • 

a* .roved by all the nambors except Mack ay. He objected 
to Lord Pijot-’o action in osizing, a3 he 3un owl, a ser¬ 


vant cl the Rajah, 'out who ’Va.; in fact the auditor- 
paueral of ...ha Nav.ab's co' a try. He also coujenned the 
pu: li shine n! of a person belonging to one of the principle 
castes of the countr; , vhc knd bean -whipped upon the public 
p.i-ad: by erhr of the Governor a a cl had thus lost his caste. 
Lord Pi JO I Justified hi.iself in this action by stVirg that 
the nan, upon w:io:n ha hai inflicted this public disjre.ee. 


0:nt -.,j.l77b, pv: 
2. Trial, p 1073. 


■1,Article v.-cn Deihnc ; of Lord Pigot 

( by 0. Rous. 
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had intruded himself upon the Rajah late at night and under 
circumstances which pointed to suspicious designs on his 
part. 

Just before Lord Pigot had set out for Tanjore, a 

slight mention had been made of the claims of a certain 

Paul Benfield upon the revenues of the country of Tan- 

1 . 

jore. In order to understand the nature of the^ claims, 
it will be necessary to give some idea of the relations 
existing between the Nawab and his creditors at this time. 
Instead of establishing his seat of government within his 
own dominion, Muhammad Ali had taken up his residence in the 
suburbs of Madras, and thence it was claimed that he was 
constantly intriguing with the servants of the Company 

and ready to take advantage of any disputes which might 

2 . 

arise in the Council, all the secrets of which he knew. 

But more detrimental to the Company's interest than 
his residing at Madras, was the nature of his pecuniary 
transaction with certain English gentlemen, who furnished 
him with money, whenever he called for it at an enormous 
rate of interest. The Nawab _.nd his creditors were not 
adversaries but formed a combination, which resulted in 
the aggrandizement of their own resources at the expense of 

the public revenues and the miserable inhabitants of the 

3. 

Carnatic. At one time Muhammad Ali's debt amounted to 
L2,945,600, and assignments for that amount were held by 
Englis h creditors upon his territories. In 1770, John Call, 

I\Trial, p 10-71. 

2. Stanhope, Vol. Vll. p 396. 

3. Burke, Vol. IV p 20. Vorks and Correspondence. 
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Jan ?.'3 S'vireMai* and a few c*hsr individuals held assign- 

n. .n*s tcu t.V- of fifteen districts of the 

ha* ••> L. , s co’-n 1, ry, which yielded l»320,000 nnnu, lly, also 

’•r ^n f h9 trip.-re 1 M" pu ^igf Tanjors to 

1. 

'ad All, a s*j n of & ’0,ooo. It was to tie interest 

of t h •* s » cr-M 5 1rrrs t.a a tnn ll /<au shon!.. he a’l powerful 
. :M la op.** of thegg 1-tMrs written i * 1 V".y, ie Directors 
<?;:t-e suspicion that perhaps the real motive for thslr 
‘ ,v, v?.? t s’ aj^rrrdi^enont oi Vi.nar.rd All’s power had its 
ra'TC' I”. h- debt which M owed to Admiral 

J iyci >rlared jp th n Hons? of Oo.crmps «h;-1. hie brother 
!*. • : b •.•=* ': offo --eu a b’-ibe o? J»*iho,000 in Fnylish money to 
ut.f.v ♦ he r?--it st".fen?nt of the h.aje.h of Van J ore fO"" a 

o. io-'t and f petif 1 p. - i ti .e. 

l-’ors-aost -anon;; these money-lsnue^s was Tir. haul 
3 infield, a mn whom Burke has n::ue k’-o w n to posterity by 
hir. far.our speech mop th n "Nabob of Arcot's Debts’*. He 
'->.3 a mar. of humble birth, who had svocseueoi in initiating 
hi:-nr If ir' c *h<? v -v:pb* 5 favor and had practically become a 
r.o.'.b r of Ms family. In 1774 he was appointed a Junior 
na-rch nt of ihe Company with a salary of 4. 10» . He was 
... r.v.:: of ext.rave rant tastes .and was conspicuous for the fins 
borner. and cnv-rja. es which he kept. Vet ho claimed tc have 
a.ocrrr. lc.tnd vast svr.s of money, ana An 1/7D in a letter 
to Lord rirot he -ITeyed + >«t he h&o n»sn nm-.-.nts amount- 
in., to £234,000 v-pon the revenues of '...njorr for money 

1. Tu"k , Vol. IV r 20. Works and Correspondence. 
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1 o ri' \ 1 y him to the Nawab. 

Aft-*'* Lo-d Pi ot *s return, Benfield’s claims came 
up f.”- dlscossion in the Council. He was able to produce 

re ' t i-sfocto** / evidence o-' ••be velioi*-. of ms claims 

1 if ’'-.a^ tr-rorct ’or. in re;;?»*(5 to thim were recorded 

1 ri fV ' > booV .<5 of the Kachsri, which he never produced, and 

1. 

*' t. +’p v,; w?.b vonTc: swear to the troth of them. There 
r ’-r which arose in regard to the matter: 

f’rr*- ..rvr-j-ny. «Vfl claim!-, had any real ba3is of support 
o ’ ori” a "o.hara, oh. vised by BeiXield „nd the Lawab 

*■0 '•■'o '»*'■ *h~ r.f Vanjore; anu aocoin.il.', if the 

dtbt -':s ”v'.l, did it ive Beni laid any right to assign- 

-> 3 0 -ntrp', which haa p-.ss-d out of the possession 
<> f *h? *!r. 7 -tb t*ito that of the Rajah. 

Bpon 7ay 29 a majority of the Council decided against 
th? clrlrs of '*r. Penfield and the matter was supposed 

O 

* • • 

fc o h) ') ; ,-tled. But to quota ttilleson, "Bonfield 

jos'-stsht a power, which in all countries ana at all times 

ha* ’’•frdere d tb-" 1 ad min 1st ’’ation of justice extremely diffi- 

3. 

cul*- v o had the power of the purse;" and tn June 3, 

Vr. r-"oo’co, to the rreat surprise of Lora Pigct, moved that 
♦he r^o^lrtior in regard to Ben field ba reconsidered on the 
;; r 'ci *"'s +ho -!■ rificarics of it had not u-en rightly 

interpreteo ,when “he previous vote of the Council hao 

1 . * •1, - r 

2 . 1 hi w , r 107'. 

2. ’V-n.-mr r Oh -. Lif0 of v/arren Hastings. 
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sf»n t !nn; ‘.hot 1:: rte.-.d ef ’ • u i. i •• j ‘ :v:ir assistance as 
of .ii "V;. h .d th: i v ... oood, Xr. I-.-.-afieid 
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'ni.u i;i ev-.Vj xo.-jitl.i to raoov'r i.is b'-ots. 

Lord Pigod ‘ho. :.iovod * hat Brnfinld »s clairs urre of 

• . i ri\ato nut public nature. A, hot, discus jinn followed 

..su i ..'iii ."i: .11. u-cis-b - i v. ‘ t-’-ivnte, 50 far 

...» J u:i Id . .o oiur.i-iil m t *. M bl io i •< roj .*"•! * o V e 

d •-j.-. .. ■» •.. :.i s •• ri'if: b :«:.•« .v.-h- 4 hr sto •'.it Ion Of 

1. 

...o .j~a :.k. 5 o ' a is ancestor. . It •••'is only when 

.ii •; . ..1 /-.re t._ an to rostv>ro hi3 rov.vr-es 

»..u^ h. c ,U5 J . ion i1J‘. a 3 3 r * i 0' > 3 aoOCO; j..: I 111 to 

t. ivi xio.j i. ;:.s to., .oil* L os i.icn ih.»t t’in first, 

Of.CjittO:: a'.'Oo : to tr.o mo's, waich Lo^d ?tjo _ ha i 13 - 
cjj.l'.i. .'.'.'0 5 30. rj i'. 0 *s " to i. ,, *S5’ , V , 5 t ;1 = 3 i fc 113 !: 0 ! t frOX 
ruin. 

U i-oa l.i. ; w ,.n oi Jul.., Lord T igot prOiOs'ui th..t a 

ohir.f a.'.d co. ucil be appoi nted to c '.r -y on tr? ccmm- rciil 

i:. to ret! s of ti.o Cc.ui .-i-i r.f Ian jo •©. T.iis xs ■•.&• re as 
i.ot i"c.vw> ..bl: roc- i\ed b. a :.,aj orifcy of tnc .: .orbits of the 
Coi ucil, iu t ii . w.;> tin 11;' decided to a* * oi i t ?• P.e si dent 
at r.ii.jcr-? ami '.'r. B ss; 11* r, n.ne vas oi<b...i 4 . ♦ by t v e 

.-ovr rut r« r rc>\ ioi 3 * o t.his tir.e hc , ^ p vf'r a 1 .-it‘or had 

besu oc:i» t L; CclOi..l r 'ti.\.r t, y ho v as ‘be officer second in 

co ..n:i o 'dr I'ol,- rf Fie 4 'cii»* r in u'hich be assort'd his 

fi L hi to „..t) ..ilitar: sta‘ Lx a at S'tuijore. According to 

‘hr. rule '-'i-i, 1 .rly i’ol.lor d Vellore vas th. ? port. assigned 

to tr.o o.-6 second in co : .arid; b< t Colonel Svuart deemed 

i. - , i lo-ib . 

2« Ibid, p 1080. 
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the bre l:m ns In 


1. 

r.-,,aru to Tunjore hau boon buttled. The '\ij 00 \ ty of the 
Co unoil availed tun., .selves of this oircu.an t. .nco to dispose 
of ;<;r. Pasnellnau voted th«„t the Co nit * 0 0 s’io-. Id -depart 


at once to oar". Into enucuticn the or-.ovs of the Directors. 
This action was cyposed l; I .or.-; ri L ;ct foe + -e rm-ren 
that toe rss-orai ion of t’-s 'V.j.ih could not be considered 
a c definitely effected, am: th*r*f0re Mr. R-s cel^as not 
yet under any oblige. L ion to procerd to the ?»crthem Ci rears. 
The Council, however, v;ere obdurate in the ’.v.t f er, and 
altho;. t ,n they allowed ”r. Jcu^dan and Mr. ci.ay, who had 
been up-i 0 in ted on the Co .:.i 4 -tre, to 0 xcu r. -> *herr.se-Ive 3, they 
refused to allow Mr. Russel l^hs rare p^ivil^se. Lc»*& 
ii o 0 t tnc:i moved t au w - wo ms..;! d~?> cf the Council, who re¬ 
sided at distant settlements, end who .vould be rbiased 


J.. Tri _1 ,y 10C /!# 
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in regard to 4 ho 3 !'• ion of nff\-. 1 r.~ , 1. « invited to 
c. t ten ■' *’:■'* Cc *"c51 an 1 to vi» v ». A : *1 4 " c ' A ; e s '■ Lon t „.*.er 
c 1 ! ’ r ■ ~ = to* . 7hi j i **c nc** ." 1 a o j.-cV.d, ...ud : h^ Co • noil 


-n* il *! - 10‘h of A> ';t, r. .... ...• 1 

-■nr* *V<r ! tr o V t - ' ” n O >’ C 'T "o■ . ’(• .. I 4 ’’1 * - . T ’ 0 , • S \ ' jcil to 

h". .:r;*li*c- T. ’ 'O’*' Xcr s. »• cifi<.v. or,; of clayd. 

- J *• :•!?• ? rr ':r u o nc t o. . rov f, i and hr. rio; ur ..:oveu that a 


orpy c f i — torn *o Colonel cti j.rt, ;v..ich u«tu Lose 

I '**1 ;.'•■■■! by the no1: L officer La considered by *ue 
C'' r. oil. 

"il.on Lor,: Pi^c *. uuv 4 hot It v. u c mcc^sa.;-, either to yleli 
'o * hn uishoe of the :v.jc"i'. or to i re* ure to dispute their 
a. 4 hr-ily. !Ie do t o mined ipou the latter course aua stated 
the l-cvrs vhich ho believed to bo devolved upon him by 
virtue of hie position* 4 s President of the Council, he 
consider: i himself an iu*,gral j art, v;it:.o; t -vhoso con- 
cu T ” , ,:ooe no la-.vf:-l bus into:; could be transacted. An act 
p.-osccl by the rcajori 4 ;.- vrlthoi t his signature could by no mean) 
t •; considered to cons 4- It - to a lo^al act of , cvsrn;cant. He 


refus'd 4 o yt the quest ion in regard to the i^str ctions 
to Colonel rtua->-t, and the att its., do which ho ar,3U..,od in 
regard to the r.nt'er is given in his cm 'verds to ths 
Council >r.cn this occasion. IIs said: "3 = i':3omen, consider 


v/h-.t ye*- are a bo -t; I a ill not sign the instiu ctions to 
Colonel 't i, art, and r.u : •'’•son, -.vho is bo act. uron these 

n 

X • 

instructions ernst act at his puril." 


1 . Trial, yq: 10b 
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After much debating upon the subject, the Council adjourned. 

On the following day, the motion in r^urd to Mie •rders 
to Colonel ctuart was a^ain made, but the President persist¬ 
ed in r> fusing to l ut r ''.e .j’-ar, ticn ana droit red that he 
would not allow It *o ho nyidted i i *h: Co—acil. The 
‘ ! •' ' r ; :;!."!)• 1 i a - h :n "'n • a l c'V of the 
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authority to be vested in them. Upon the same da:; they 

1 s -"(■ >1 an order to Co3. Stuart, which was unt^d at SP.ll. 

1 . 

By this order the comnar. 1 of the a'-my was conferred upon 
r.ini on account of *he illn n-..- of si • Fo:;c.'* 4 Klntcler, 

r* a *v n n A o ' *' 4 T ; ' ° ''.; t O ^ 1 ' 7 i:; '' ('o ;p. S S I Oil 0 T 

t.;J rcr* diii Vf arrest ‘ - f - 1 rsc. of Lerr; I i^o% if he 
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Upon tho same day, Lord Plgot dffered the command 
of tha army to Colonel Stuart* Ha daollnad and determined 

to support th Majority of tha Oeuncll and to oarry Into 

1 . 

axaoutlon the if orders for tha arrest of Lord Plgot. 

But it was deolded that the Governor should not be arrested 

within tha fort, as any vlolenoe done to him there, might 

Involve those who participated In it, In the severe 

penalties of the Mutiny Act. Upon the 24th of August an 

opportunity was offered to Colonel Stuart to oarry out his 

plan. He passed the greater part of the day with Lord 

Plgot and when evening oame sat out with him for the 

purpose. Lord Plgot supposed, of supping with him at the 

Company's Cardan-house• In the meantime aooordlng to 

a regular preconcerted plan, Colonel Bidlngtoun. had 

stationed himself with a party of sepoys at a short dlstanoe 

from Madras, and when the oarriage containing Lord Plgot 

and Oolonel Stuart came in sight, ho hastened to surround 

it with his troops. Lord Plgot was arrested and driven 

away in a ohalse, which belonged te Benflaid, to Mt. 8t• 

Thomas, where he was put in the custody of Major Horne 

2 . 

under the charge of a battery of artillery. 

She Majority immediately assumed the direction of the 
government and appointed Mr. Stratton as their President. 
Although they had olalmed that their principal motive for 
resistance to Lord Plgot, had been his arbitrary conduct 

1 .Stuart, Letter 1, pp 6,7. 

2.Per a more detailed aooount of the arr^l M see Stuart's 
Letter 1, pp 28-27) also Trial p 1067. 
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In regard to the suspension of Messrs. Brooke and 

1 . 

Stratton, yet one of their very first aots was to sus¬ 
pend all the members of the Council, who had differed from 
themselves in opinion and who had voted with Lord Pigot. 

Open the next day after Lord Pigot*s arrest. Major itorne 
received an order signed by Messrs. Pletoher, Stratton, 
Brooke, Floyer, Maokay, Palmer and Jourdan, in vhleh 
he was directed to allow no letters to be conveyed to the 
deposed governor to receive his signiture' and also to 
Inform him, that in case there should be any attempt to 
rescue him, as a last resouroe his life must answer for it. 
The Major was further informed that the Nawab had been 
applied to for a body of horse to be stationed at the Mount 
in order to facilitate the means of communication between 
the Major and the authorities at Madras. 

It was claimed that the action of Mr. Olaude 
Russell upon the previous night had rendered these precau¬ 
tions neoessary, that he had been discovered within 
the fort in the aot of inciting the soldiers to take up 
anas in behalf of Lord Pigot against the usurpers of the 

government, that not only did he intrigue with the troops 

S. 

In the garrison but also with the artillery at the Hount, 
and that through his visits and those of his associates, 
further trouble was likely to result to the settlement. 


1. Trial, p 1291. 

2. Ibid, pp 1211, 1250 

3. Defence, p 14. 
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It was deelded to remove Lord Pigot to a greater 
dlstanoe from the Port* and apon the night of the 27th* 
Colonel Eidingtoun appeared at the Mount In Benfleld'e 
ehalse between eleven and twelve o'olook at night and 
ordered that Lord Pigot should be delivered into his hands. 
His Lordship declared that he would not be removed exoept 
to his fort or upon board of one of his Majesty*s ships. 

He threw himself upon Major Horne for protection and 
made an appeal to the soldiers* who had been ordered to 
remove him and with many of whom he had fought at Madras. 
When Colonel Eidingtoun called out to them to obey orders* 
there was a profound silence and not one of them offered 
to advance. They refused to take possession of Lord 
Pigot*s person* and Major Horne finally effected a compro¬ 
mise in the matter, by securing Lord Pigot*s word that 
there should be no disturbance until they had further 
orders* and by making himself responsible to Colonel 
Eidingtoun for the prisoner*s safe-keeping. A report 
was circulated upon this occasion that it had been the 
intention of Lord Pigot*8 enemies to romove him to 
Clngi* a fortress situated in a most unhealthy dlstriot* 
but this report was denied by them. They said that they 
had proposed to take him to Chengalpat, but that they 

were willing that he should have hia choice of any place 

1 . 

upon the coast. 


1. See Defence ,pp 14,15: also Trial* ip 1134-5. 
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Directly after his imprisonment, Lord Plgot had 
claimed the protection of tho King's flag, and Rear 
Admiral, Sir Edward Hughes, who was in command of the squad¬ 
ron at the East India Station, had requested in his Majes¬ 
ty's name that the authorities of Madras should give orders 
for his Lordship's safe conduct to his ship. There were 
several letters written in regard to the matter , in which 
the Council refused to surrender Lord Pigot into the hands 
of Sir Edward Hughes, unless he would answer for the peace 
of the Carnatic, which he declined to do, declaring that 

since the requisition was made in the King'* name, no 

1 . 

terms W: re admissible. 

It has been stated that an attempt was made by the 
Nawab'e son to assassinate Lord Pigot. while at the 
Mount, but there is r.o evidence to ; rove this statement. 

Lord Pigot did not receive harsh treatment. His friends 
were allowed to visit him; but there was always an offi¬ 
cer with him wherever he went, and he was not allowed 
to oonverse with anyone except in his presence. He spent 
a gra t deal of time working in the garden and to this 
occupation his opponents very cleverly laid the charge of 
his dath. They said that hie last illness was due to 

constant exposure to the excessive heat of a tropical cli- 

2 . 

mate. But the strength of his constitution was impaired 


1. Auber, Vol.l, pp 526-9. 

2. Defence, rp 23-26. 
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by the anxiety and disgrace to whieh his long Imprisonment 
had subjected him. He recovered from nis first attack of 
Illness but suffered a relapse, and on April 26, 1777 upon 
the advloe of the principal physician at Madras, it was 

finally deoided to remove him from the Mount to the Company's 

harden-house, which was near the sea. Although no guard 

had attended him upon his removal, he had no sooner 

reached his destination than Major Horne appeared with a 

body of Sepoys and said that he had been censured by 

the Council for allowing his Lordship to enter the town 

1 . 

without a guard. 

Upon the 8th of May, Lord Pigot was told by his 
physician that he had only a few duys to live, and upon 
the 9th, he began to make preparations for his approaohlng 
death. He dictated a letter to the Company in the clearest 
possible manner and made a codicil to his will. Although 
his constitution was worn out by the troublesome events 
through which he had passed, his intellectual powers were 
yet strong and gave evidenoe of the firmness and reso¬ 
lution, whieh had been marked traits of his character. 

He died upon Sunday the 11th of May 1777, after having 
been kept a prisoner from the 23d of August 1776 to the 
time of his death. Mr. Monckton , his son-in-law immedi¬ 
ately secured the body of the deceased and upon the fol- 

1. An. Reg. 1778, p 166. 
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loving day the funeral obsequies were held and the body 
promptly Interred on account of the great heat of the 
climate. 

Upon the day of Lord Plgot’s death, an Inquest was 
begun, which was in charge of the Coroner Mr. Ram, and 
v.hich coj/ini d in session until the 7th of August, 1777, 

"•hen the jury pronounced the following verdict. "That 
George Stratton, lhary Brooke, Charles Ployer, Archdale 
Paim.->*, Francis Jourdan and Oeorge llaokay in the civil 
service of the East-India Company at Madras, and Brigadier- 
general Sir Robert Fletcher, Colonel Janies 9tuart, 
Lieutenant-Colonel James Eldlngtoun and Captain Arthur 
lysaght in the said Company’s service at Madras and Ma¬ 
jor Matthew Horne, commanding the corps of artillery in 
the raid Company’s service then stationed at St. Thomas’s 
Mount, did in manner and means therin recited, feloniously, 
voluntarily and of their malice forethought, kill and murder 
the said Lord Pigot, and that a sergeant and sepoys therein 
described and certain officers and soldiers belonging 
to the oorps of artillery, and another sergeant and other 
sepoys stationed at the Garden-house, all of whom were to 
the Jurors unknown, were at divers times present, aiding, 
abetting, assisting and maintaining the said George Stratton, 

I'ir Robert Pletoher and the other persons before named 

1 . 

to ao and commit the felony and murder aforesaid.” 

1. Stuart, Letter 1, p 42. 
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Upon the 24th of September 1777, their verdict was 
sent by the Coroner to !!r. James Whitehill, who had suc¬ 
ceeded as Acting-Governor of Madras, August 8, 1777, with 

a request that he would aid in apprehending the persons 
accused of being responsible fo^ the death of Lord Plgot. 

The Governor felt himself bound to issue an order for 

their arrest and placed it in the hands of the Sheriff of 

% 

Madras. Mr. Stratton and the other gentlemen mentioned 
in the verdict were accordingly placed in the custody of 
the sheriff, from which they were not released until some 
time in October, when after Sir Edward Hughes and some 
other competent witnesses had been examined by the Jus¬ 
tices, It was decided to admit the prisoners to ball, 

1 . 

which was fixed at 4,10,000 each. The proceedings before 
the Justices continued until the end of ' T ovember 1777, when 
the decision of the Judges of the Supreme Court of Judi¬ 
cature at Bengal in regard to the master, was received. 

They stated that after a thorough examination of the facts 
of the oase and the evidence contained in the Coroner*s 
Inquisition, they were of the unanimous opinion that there 
was not material enough to warrant the Indictment of the 
persons accused, either for murder or manslaughter; and they 
further reoommended that on account of certain irregularltiei 
In the Coroner*s proceedings, they should be quashed or set 
aside. Upon the 26th of November 1777, the matter was 


1 . Stuart, Letter 1, p 44 
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terminated by a resolution of the Justices of Madras, 
that the said proceedings were Irregular and contrary to 
law and that as such they should be set aside and the 
persons accused be discharged by proclamation. 

During the period of Lord Pigot's Imprisonment and 
death ana the proceedings immediately Ifolloving it, the 

sympa*hie - of the liny or and the English inhabitants of 

1 . 

Madras sf-.em to have jeen with the deposed governor. The 

2 . 

Bombay Government also supported his claims, but the 
Governor-General and Counoil at Calcutta took a different 

vie'./ of the case. 

Both parties appealed to Calcutta for support. 

Warren Hastings and his colleagues were unanimous in the 

opinion that Lord Pigot had been the first to act with 

illegality, and they determined to support the Majority 

in their usurpation of the government. In a letter from 

the President and Council of Bengal to Acting-Governor 

Stratton, dated September 10, 1776, they expressed themselvc 

thus:" *7 q acknowledge the title and authority, which you 

have been compelled to assume, and we have resolved to 

support you in the government. In supporting that part 

of a divided administration, which i3 formed of a majority 

of it s members, ve support the legal and constitutional 

3 . 4 . 

government. ” A circular letter was also written by 


1. An. Reg. 1777, p 103. 

2. Atxber, Vol. 1, p 530. 

3. Original Papers, pp 101-2. 

4. Ibid, p 105. 
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Hastings and his Counoil to their subordinates, in which 
they stated that after having maturely considered the 
proceedings of George Stratton and the other membors 
of the Majority of the Council at Madras, they concurred 
in the opinion that the seizure of the government and the 
deposition of Lord Pigot was warranted by the necessity 
of the case. Yet in another place, they express their re¬ 
gret at the violent measures, v/hioh nave been resorted to, 
in the following words: " V/e judge it proper however to 
mention that we should have been very glad to offer our 
mediation to conciliate past differences instead of pur¬ 
suing the more decisive line, which we have adopted, had 
we conceived any hove of success: but we feared that your 
differences had gone too far to admit of it and that a want 
of success in promoting that desirable end, might have been 

attended with consequences more fatal than any which can re- 

1 . 

suit from oiir present decided resolution? Hastings was 

probably governed largely by expediency and according to 

Malleson he realized that in taking the part of Lord 

Pigot, he would be giving his sanction to a principle, 

which his own divided council might have used as a 

2 . 

weapon against himself. Mr. Francis declared that it was 
not consistent with his opinion at that time, but that an 
unlawful government under Stratton was thought to be better 


1. Original Papers, p 102. 

Slalleson, r 253. Life of 7/arren Hastings. 
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tiian utter confusion at Madras. 


1. Trial, p 1217. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

EVENTS IN ENGLAND FOLLOWING LORD PriO?*S DEATH. 

The proceedings of the Council at Madras we^e reported 
to the authorities in England by a letter dated the 24th 
of September 1776 and excited great indignation. The 

Court of Directors was about equally divided in regard to 

1 . 

the natter. Ons pa»*ty accused Lord Picot of arbitrary and 
irrerular conduct, particularly in his suspension of ths 
two members of the Counoil and his arrest of Sir Robert 
Pletoher. They agreed that ‘he power of the majority 
must be manifested for the preservation of the peace of 
the settlement* that it had been an unwise stroke of 
policy to restore the Rajah of Tanjore; and that Lord 
Pigot by his harsh measures toward the Hawab had endangered 
the Company*s interests upon the Coromandel Coast. Severe 
reflections were also oast iipon the deposed governor*s 
c haractsr. 

B”t there was an equally strong element in ths 
Court of Directors in favor of Lord Pigot, and they 
maintained that strict Justice had demanded the restoration 
of ths Rajah; that it would be fatal to the Company*s 
jurisdiction to allow their servants to act contrary to their 
wexpreas commands and to degrade Indian princes whom they 
had promised to protect; that ths dangers on the ooast had 


1. An. Reg. 177, pp 103^ 105* 
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not arisen from the policy, which Lord Plgot had pursued 
toward the Nawab, but from the overgrown power of that 
ally of the Bngllsh, who should not be allowed to en¬ 
croach with his lazy treacherous Muhammadans upon the 
rights of the honest, industrious subjects of the Rajah. 

The latter must be maintained in his power in order to aot 
as a check upon the insatiable greed of Muhammad All for 
dominion . 

In the General Court of the Proprieters, decisive meas¬ 
ures v/ere adopted to retrieve the disrepute into which the 
Company had fallen in India. A resolution was passed by a 
majority of 382 to 140, recommending the Court of Di¬ 
rectors to restore Lord Pigot and to inquire in^o the 

1 . 

cor.d’-ct of those who had conspired in his deposition. 

As a result of their resolutions upon the 11th of April 
1777, the Court of Directors proposed several motions to 

O 

i ■ • 

this effect: r.het Lo>*d Pigot and the members of the 
Council, who had supported him, should he restored to the 
full exercise of the pov/ers vetted in them by the Company; 
that the seven numbers, who had formed the majority of the 
Council and who had subverted the government, should be 
suspended and w?re to be restored, only by an immediate 
act of the Directors; furthermore, that Lord Pigct*s 
proceedings a^t Madras apy a red to have been deserving of 
censure in several instances: and that the Court had 
determined to issue positive orders in regard to the power 


1. An. Reg. 1777, p 105. 

2. Gent. I'ag. 1777, pp 192-3 
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t o be exercised by a majority of the Counoil in the future-, 
and also to take into consideration effectual measures for 
the support of the Just claims and authority of Utuhammad 
All. Whan these propositions we'*e submitted to the 
ballot, the votes we** e fcun I to t v equal, and the question 
v/as finally decided in the offirm-.tlve by v *o.'crting to tha 
use of the lot. 

The enemies of Lord Figot were at work and warn 

debates ensued in regard to the matter in the General Court 

of the Directors. These debates ended in the passing of a 

resolution on May 9 by a majority of 414 to ."l?, which* 

alt hough disaj proving of Lord Plgot's removal from office, 

recommendod that he should be recalled together with all 

the members of his Council, in order that their conduct 

1 . 

might receive a thorough investigation. 

Parliament also entered into the stniggl*. Governor 
Johnstone, who v/as distinguished for his interest in Indian 
affairs and whose brother had been a conspicuous member of 
the Civil Servioe in Bengal in the days of Clive, moved sev¬ 
eral resolutions in the House of Commons strongly in favor 
of Lord Plgot’s administration at Madras and opposed to 
the proposition for his rp ca n. This action of Governor 
Johnstone met with strenuous opposition. It whs declared 
that Lord Pigot had acted contrary to the provisions of 
Lord Worth's Regulating Act of 177?>j that his conduct 

1. An. Reg. 1777, pp 106-7. 
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deserved oonsure as well as that of the Majority, and that 
the only way to effect substantial Justiee was to recall 
both parties and make a strict Inquiry into their conduct. 
On the other hand. Lord Pilot’s friend3 insisted that 

hla actions had bean fully justified; that Muh::mniad All 

had acquired u aarajarous influence not only at Madras, but 

that from -very pa-t of England, hi3 agents had been called 

together in Leadonhall Street upon the 9th of 7lay to carry 

dangerous resolution which said that Lord Pigot, who had 

persisted in fulfilling the instructions of the Company 

at the loss of his power and eventually of his life, 

sho.'ld be restored for a moment and then immediately de- 

greded and brought to England under the same charge of 

delinquency as those, who had subverted the government of 

Madras. 'Totwi t>.stunning the strenuous efforts made to 

carry Johnstone*s resolution, it was rejected by a raa- 

1 . 

j ority of 90-67. 

After those i roce edings,, a commission was prepared 
under the Company's seal, v/hich was dated June 10, 1777, 
and which restored Lord Pigot to offioe: but it also de¬ 
manded that one week later, he should deliver the govern¬ 
ment over to hi3 successor and sail for England. All 
members of his Council v/o-e recalled with him, and the 
officers of military rank, who had been instrumental in 
any w-y in effecting his arrest, were to be. tried by court- 

1. An. Reg. 1777, pp 107-110. 
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martial at Madras. 

Vhile this inquiry 'ms gcin.; on, a provisional govern¬ 
ment was to be fo’Mied at Maims wiVi Thorns Rumbold at 
its head* John Vhi^ehill to ho second in council and Heotor 

M’r.ro, ccnror.der-in-chiof cf the .forces, to be third 

1 . 

without any power of advene eras at# Regulations v;?ve also 
laid down at this ti ;e for the guidance of the Cornell 
in the future, refuse the pie-sure cf the Coaieny was 
made l:r:ov:r> at Madras, T.oru Figot had died. Under f he new 
v revisions, Vv , V/hitehill became acting governor until the 

a. 

arrival cf Thomas Ruwbold i } on the bth of February, 1778. 

Colonel Janes ft. rr.rt ana the other officers, who had 
%cru irstn.inwnte.l In the arrest ami in*i r *isor.-: a-nt of Lord Pigot 
were never brought to trial. The f.overnncnt of Madras 
rr. air:tain ed ^'r.at the officers had acted under the orders of 
superior authorities, and that in order to look tiron the 
arrest ..ri iagrisor.a.iaut of the late Governor as acts of 
mutiny and the persons concerned therein as criminals to 
be t~ied by an express article of war, it was necessary to 
prove that the instructions, under which they had acted, 
we*’» illegal. This the President and Council of Madras 
did not feel themselves co.upetsnt to do, as it would involve 
th r m in questions of too fine and subtle a nature, upon the 
decision cf which the lives of individuals would depend. 

1. An. Reg. 1777, vv 107-110. 

2. Stuart, tetter 1, n4'»47. 
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Upon the 16th of April 1779, Admiral Hugh Pigot, 
the brother of the deceased Governor of Madras and his 
successor in Parliament for Bridgnorth, took up his 
cause in the House of Commons: and afte~ he had preferred 
several charges cf a very serious nature against the members 
of the Ccsncil, v;ko had caused Lera Pilot’s deposition and 
ch.r.th, ho moved that an address 3)6 presented *0 the King, 
shiny, for the prosecution of four of thorn, who had returned 
to England, his resolution ’./as carried and an address was 
made to his I'ajest; , vho v/upi* used to give directions 

fc~ the prosecution of Messrs. Stratton, Brooke, Flo; sr 

1 . 

and "ackny. Accordingly, the At, torr.ey-Genaral of the 
Croon, Alex - .;acr T/edde rb urnejfiled an information against 
the above-named gentlemen for depriving the right honorable 
George Lore Pigot cf his office of Governor and President of 
th e Council cf Madras, for arresting and iua rlsoning his 
person for the space of ni))e months end for unlawfully 
a seaming to themselves the command of the army and the gov¬ 
ernment of all the settlements of the Company upon the Goro- 
1 . 

ir.nndrl Coast. The ftofem ..nts pleaded " hot Guilty," 

The Trial was hold In the Ce rt of King*.? Bench, West¬ 
minster Hall before the Earl of T'ansfleld upon nhe 20th of 
December 1771. The Votornoy-General of the Crown, Alexander 
W - dele "burn# > opened the case with an eloquent speech In 
which ha stated the principal facts in support of the prosecu¬ 
tion. The fi^st part of his speech was an account of the 


1 


Fc^ n mo’-e detailed account of the proceedings of the case 
see Trial IP 101.5-1292. 
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events, which had transpired in regard to Tanjore during 
Lord Pi£0t*8 first ad.ninistva* ion of the Government of 
Madras and the fr.ricd following it, down to the tine of 
the division in his Council eft <••'** his return to India in 
IV7 5. Me r.t tempted to sho? ‘■rat T.ord Pigot was under 
the necessity cf sv-g un'i t -.y Me ssrs. Ptratton and Brooks, 
in virtue, of hi? authority as President of *he Council, in 
order that he nigh 4- not be obstructed by tr.om in his 
e.cecvtion of the Company’s c’-uers for the restoration of 
the nejeh; ♦ hat as far the claims cf Lenfield Tore eon- 
c n rn^u, the; were fraudulent and we^e the result of a 
collusion Detween hi a a.nr the ?b;v/ab in order to in 
I ossession of the revenues of Tanjore; ana that after the 
n.r»*.->st of their Oove'-no", 'ho Majority had murderous designs 
upon his Ufa, in case that he should . ttempt to show any 
resist.-inoe. Finally tha Attorney-General inquired by 
what au f hority this violet;* revolution had been accom¬ 
plished. If Lord Pi;;o* >k d refused to put tho question pro¬ 
posed iti the Council, -as his accusers stated, did that give 
'he Majority a legal right to depose and imprison him? 

Was he not amenable to tho laws of his country rather than 
to any assumed authority of the Council! 

After the conclusion of this speech, a great mass of 
written evidence w:~s read in support of the prosecution, 
which hi'■•god upon the orders given by the Directors to Lord 
Pif 50 t. Tho reading of these papers took several hours, after 
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v ixich the postillion, who drove Lord Pilot's chaise and 
Edward Monckton, his sou-in-law, were sworn. 

Hr. Dunning, who was uhu leading counsel for the 
Defendants, followed wl‘h a speech, which was a brilliant 

at to rips to support a v/..-ak cause. He said vnt Lord Pigot 
had exercised powers, which vo>*o not vested in him by the 
authority of she Company, and that it was a political necess: 
ty for the Majority to depose arid imprison him: but that 
the. had no mv.rderooa intention upon his life. He finally 
rested lii s defence ipou thj approbation of the Supreme 
Council of Penpal, expressed in certain papers and letters, 
v/hich he hod read. The irincii si point brought cut 
in the Attorney-General*s reply was that although Mr. Ben* 
field, was ir> England, the Counsel for the Defence had not 
•as re - to call upon hi:i to ^:ivs evidence, because they 
knew il.au it vevla incriminate the Defendants. 


Lord Mansfield si mea up the case in a clear and con¬ 
cise Manner. He said that there wore, three points for 
the Jury to consider: First, what was the constitution of 
Madras? fleconcily, die*,u.r Lord Pi,tot had violated that 
constitution? and thirdly, if ho nad violated it,, would 
that justify the conduct of the Defendants? Only on the 
around that there was absolute necessity for the arrest 
of Peru Fiyct in order to preserve the settlement, could 
t h • y £ a c q i; i 11 o d. 

The Jury retired for a short time, and at two o'clock 
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In the morning brought in a verdict of Guilty. 

Upon the 3d of P~y 17"0, 7/o shmiasieu Hall vae 
crov/dod *o hear senteucc pronounce d upon tho members of 
the Council, who had d.rcs'.d Lord On behalf of the 

Defer.dents, the affidavits of rtassrs. Stratton, Brooke, 

Pin. er .-.nd Hackay ’vor-r. r-au; also t.nose of hutthew Horne 
.ana of lichard jullivan, '-’ho '/n:> secretary of the Council 
cf Madras at the ti-.e cf the trouble. 

Judge -IsY-rurst then u*oso to pronounce the judgement 
c f t r con-t . He said t..i.«,h if Port St. heorge had be¬ 
longed i-o the Oro./n, i.'o.e apposition of Lord Pigot ./ould 
h..vo been .nigh tre tson; but. since it was unao»* tho 
lomy.ui. *8 ju^isdlo" ion, it was only a misdemeanor. 

Vh >" ■ ’o'’« ho .»*ntunoeu * tie 'WvndaMhu to yay <a fine of 
i 1000 O iOii. 

'ossrs. Sir-. 4 - ton, HrooK.a, Plover and 0 l\Llj immedl- 
t lly paid their fin-s and •• re discharged, ana then the 
1ac f attempt was foiled to inflict punishment upon the 
memo - ‘ns of the Council of ’’adras, who had subverted the 
gov-' roraent and cond-mried their governor to die, surrounded by 
guards upon a foreign shorr-. 

Lord Bigot was unmarried. On his death, the Irish 
peerage became extinct, while nis brother Robert suc¬ 
ceeded him as second baronet, iie left two natural sons: 
Ricnara Pigot, a general in r.ne army and colonel of the 
f ourth dragoon guards, who died in lttC'B; Sir Hugh Pigot,K.C.B. 
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cdmlral of the White, who died in 1857: and a daughter 

Sophia, who was married in 177' to Honorable Edward 

1 . 

'*onckton of Staffordshire and died 1854. 

T.o'*<1 Pi got had in his possession a celebrated d !a- 


rond, 

wh i eh 

fcsq^e jl ;:Gti to / 

do brother Robert 

^nd Hugh 

j n ,4 j ’■'» 

i 3 s i s t 

:-r r ; ,o v 'tt • It \ 

.vixbcd iorty-s ?van 

o.rid a 

haI r 

c aa t s 

a: :• (\ *7: j s V: l 1 -« ^ ci .t 

i 40,000. In 1501, 

it v/at 


disposed of ty means of lottery, which was 
s: ectally an 4 ho**iz?.d by \ct of Parliament• 3t finally 
passed in 4 o 4 he Larch; of 4 ho Pasha of Egypt , 4 *;ho , when he 
was mo r tall;, wouudf-d in 1822, cavsed it. to b<- on? shed to 


pewner in l.i<i pro-senes. 

Two nenzotint engrnv!.•<;$ of Lori’ Pigot 
exist anv:^ : oro by Can.)amir. Oven rf 1 er P-'org 
and t.r;o V ~ by 'W.-.v;: after IV/: In. Ir. 1775 
v pon his death v/as published ir? oiyhty-o ijht 


srs in 
F hfubbs, 

, an elec:/ 
stanzas. 


1. Die. Nat. Biog. Vol. XLV, p 280. 

2. Murray’s Memoirs of the Diamond, 2nd Ed. p 67,-quoted 
in Die. Nat. Biog. Vol. XLV, p 280. 
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